





























































‘ 











oe 





ifm. 








AsToR, LONOX 


B 1951 





THE NEW YORK 
PUBMC LIBRARY 
m634BR 


GILDEN FOUPDATIONS 


AND 





L 








‘Gewsse 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y.. by Variety. Inc. Annual subscription, $10. Single copies, 25 cents. 


Entered as second class matter December 22, 


1905, at the 


Post Office at New York. 


N. Y., under the act of March 3, 


COPYRIGHT, 1951, BY VARIETY. INC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


1879. 





VOL. 182 No. 1 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 1951 


PRICE 25 CENTS 











JOB BLUES FOR HOLLYWOOD REDS 


Catholics Urge Legion of Decency 
To Clean Up TV Programs for Kids 


Washington, March 13. 


Growing movement on the part 
of organized religion to ‘‘clean up” 
television took another step last 
week, when a Catholic group here 
‘urged formation of a Legion of 
Decency to work for more con- 
structive video programs for chil- 
dren. 

Effects of TV on the study and 
recreational habits of young people 
eame in for sericus discussion at 
the third annual Catholic Teachers 
Conference for the Archdiocese of 
Washington, attended by over 800 
religious and lay teachers from 93 
elementary and high schools. An 
outgrowth of the discussion was a 
recommendation for a survey to 
determine how much time children 
spend on TV and motion pictures. 

Action on the TV front by the 
Washington archdiocese followed 
recent criticisms by Archbishop 
Richard J. Cushing of Boston and 
Bishop John J. Wright of Worce- 
ster against off-color programs. It 
was their attacks on the medium 
which led Rep. Thomas J. Lane 
(D., Mass.) te advocate a Federal 
Censorship Board within the FCC 
to screen out objectionable maft- 
rial from TV shows before they 
go before the camera. 

It’s becoming increasingly evi- 
dent here that complaints against 
TV by religious groups, parents 
-and teachers organizations, and 
educators are making themselves 
felt. Ammunition for their cause is 
being provided by FCC Commis- 
sioner Frieda Hennock, who has 
been on a speech-making spree in 
behalf of educational stations, and 
researchers for the Joint Commit- 
tee on Educational Television who 
are covering the circuit with the 
findings of their round-the-clock 
monitoring study of New York TV 
programming. 

All this, plus complaints from 
Citizens accumulated by the FCC, 
plus aggravation of the situation 
_Yesulting from fast-increasing set 
(Continued on page 18) 


British Orphanage vy 
To Get Bob Hope’s | 
London Vaudate Coin 


Hollywood, March 13. 

A London orphanage will bene- 
fit by Bob Hope’s Prince of Wales 
theatre date next month to the 
- tune of close to $50,000. 

Hope, who will get $25,000 week- 
ly, plus an undisctosed percentage 
for the fortnight stand, will turn 
his entire share over to the or- 
Phanage in accordance with a 
promise he made British friends 
Some time ago. He'll do one- 
highters in Manchester, Blackpool, 
Dudley and Glasgow prior to 
London date. Comic currently is 
assembling the unit that will work 
with him. ; 

_ Hope plans to spend three addi- 
tional weeks in Europe and will 


tape several radio shows during 
his travels, 
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‘Dallas Huddle on Airing 


Football Games Via Film 


Dallas, March 13. 


Televising of films of Southwest 
Conference football games will be 
discussed at a meeting to be held 
here Saturday (17). Meeting is to 
be attended by representatives of 
all the television outlets in the 
state and a conference committee. 


Live telecasts will not be dis- 
cussed, since they were banned by 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Assn., according to ictters to the 
TV outlets. 


‘Okla.’ May Roll 
Back to Bway 
On Big Road Biz 


With “Oklahoma” showing no 
signs of wearing out its draw on 
the road, the Theatre Guild is 


considering the _ possibility of 
bringing the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
musical batk to Broadway next 
season, perhaps after a short 
warmup tour in the fall. The 
idea would be to present the show 
in a large-capacity house, at a rel- 
atively low admission scale. 

There is, apparently little pros- 
pect that “Oklahoma” would be 
brought to the N. Y. City Center. 
That was done two seasons ago 
with “Carousel” and although it 
played to huge grosses there, a 
subsequent move to a Broadway 
house failed to pay off, since no 
other local theatre has enough 
seating capacity to support a heavy 
production at the low scale pos- 
sible at the 3,025-seat City Center. 


“Oklahoma” has had a better 
season ‘thus far in 1950-51 than it 
had during 1949-50, and it’s figured 
that after a three-year absence 
from Broadway the musical should 
be good for a return engagement. 
Moreover, with the continued 
growth of the reputation and box- 
office draw of Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein via the smash “South 
Pacific’. and the incoming “King 
and I,” there should be added in- 
terest in “Oklahoma,” their origi- 
nal collaboration and still the long- 
est-run musical in Broadway his- 
tory. 

Playing its second engagement 
of the season at the New Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, “Oklahoma” splits 
next week between Wheeling, 
W. Va., and Akron, and is booked 
through the balance of the season. 
The present plan is to close the 
show for the summer and reopen it 
early in the fall in Hershey, Pa. 
The present leads, Patricia North- 
cliff and Ridge Bond, will prob- 





SELVES. OR ELat 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Film names who do not firmly 
deny their association with Commu- 
nism or Communist-front organiza- 
tions at the Washington hearings 
next week will get short shrift 
from the picture industry and will 
undoubtedly find difficulty getting 
jobs in the future. 

That was clearly indicated last 
week by Joyce O’Hara in a talk 
with major company publicity-ad- 
vertising chiefs in New York on 


prébe. O’Hara is top man in the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
during the current leave of absence 
of prexy Eric Johnston. Thus his 
statements are as close to an over- 
all industry policy as it is possible 
to get. 


toppers would not repeat the mis- 
take they made in 1947 hearings, 
similarly held by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. In- 
dustry toppers at that time start- 
ed by defying the probers and 
didn’t change their course until 
the investigation was well under 
way. 

Present policy, according to 
O’Hara, will be not to fight the 
committee. Instead, every effort 
will be made to separate in the 
minds of the probers the great ma- 

(Continued on page 55) 





problems posed by the forthcoming | 


O’Hara declared that Hollywood | 


WARNED TQ CI ENR Red’ Charges for the Ist Time May 
_ Kxert Influence on 


Oscar Awards 





Berle’s 2-Niter at 106 
Pays Off for Philly Cafe 


Philadelphia, March 13. 

Milton Berle’s two-night stand at 
the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, 
resulted in the highest attendance 
ever clocked at that cafe. Berle 
| Nayed the spot Friday (9) and 
| Saturday (10) and did capacity 
business for three shows each 
| night. 
Berle was originally booked in 
| for three days at $14,000, but later 
| pared down the date to two nights 
for $10,000. Latin Casino paid for 
ithe rest of the show. Originally, 
| date was pacted for Jimmy Duran- 
| te, who couldn’t make it. 


Petrillo, 4 Nets 
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Hollywood, March 13. 

| For the first time in the history 
| of the Academy of Motion Picture 
| Arts & Sciences a political influ- 
ence, not of thé usual intra-Holly- 
_wood studio rooting calibre 
| which heretofore has distinguished 
‘the annual “Oscar sweepstakes,” 
|may be a dominant factor in the 
| polling. The taint of Communism 
i has been raised by actor Ward 
‘Bond, who is treasurer of the 
| extreme right-wing Motion Picture 
' Alliance for the Preservation of 
|American Ideals, although he 
= he was speaking only for him- 
self. 


Teed off first by a demand to the 
California Teachers Assn. that this 
body of 30,000 educators withdraw 

_an individual award to Jose Fer- 
|rer, Bond now states that while 
|Ferrer “is a great actor,” he 
“should not represent the motion 
picture business. He should not 
be paid the highest honor of our 
industry.” 


Bond added he had made his pro- 
test to Dr. Arthur F. Corey, head— 





End Strike Threat ' 
With 3-Year Pact' 


James C. Petrillo, American 
Federation of Musicians prexy, and 
the four major radio-TV networks 


of the teachers group, and to Arn- 
old Pike, public relations man for 
the teachers. 


eo 
Ferrer was to have received a 
“Certificate of Merit” from the 
, California Teachers Assn. in con- 
, nection with that group’s vote for 
'“Cyrano” as the best film of the 


'year. Plans to present the certif- 








reached agreement on a three-year icate were cancelled after Bond 
pact yesterday (Tues.) in New York protested that the association 
and ended the threat of a projected should not honor an actor who 
strike by the union’s locals in | “supported and associated with 







N. Y. and Los Angeles. New pact, 
the union a 15% wage increase 


and establishes parity between 
radio and video scales. Basic rate 


Theatre Bribes To 
Fire Inspectors 3, shine 2,2 
$219 per week. Scale boost is sub- 


Probed by D.A. is." 


ject to the Wage Stabilization 
While the webs gave more than 





Alleged slugging of theatre their original 10% offer, the AFM 
operators for regular bribes by | joct out a so Rieke crucial 7 otepedon 
Fire Dept. inspectors is under 


investigation by his office, Frank involving a ban on disks and in- 


S. Hogan, District Attroney for 
New York County, informed 
VARIETY this week. 

Hogan deciared he is “mindful” 
of the sane Rigo exists and 
“it is embrace y the overall in- 
vestigation of the Fire Department The AFM also won two-week vaca- 


that is being conducted by my) tions in the current pact. : 
office.” : | Petrillo took over the negotia- 


Disclosures of acceptance of tions, he said, under the authority 
bribes by fire inspectors came at a 
(Continued on page 46) 


each show. Petrillo’s demand for 
a 5% payment to the Musicians 
Performance Trust Fund on ali 
sponsored ‘vidpix, meantime, was 
agreed upon in a separate deal. 





to anticipated squawks from the 
ranks, Petrillo said the issues in- 
volved “transcend the immediate 
interests of the members of the 
locals” and therefore the union’s 
exec board authorized him to 
conclude agreement for the N. Y. 
and L. A. locals. Industry was 
repped by prexies of the NBC, 
CBS, ABC and Mutual nets, with 








In Contempt? 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, 
which is handling the pool tele- 
vision pickup of the Kefauver 
crime committee hearings in 
N. Y., screens its “Six-Gun 
Playhouse” immediately fol- 
lowing the close of the hear- 
ings each day. = 

One gagster, noting the two 
program listings back-to-back 
on the WPIX _ schedule, 
queried: “Is that what they 
mean by block programming?” 


negotiated later. 

Union ranks, meantime, are 
burning over Petrillo’s handling of 
the negotiations. Petrillo’s private 
negotiations with the industry yes- 
terday came as a complete sur- 

_ (Continued on page 33) 








ably continue next season. 


retroactive to Feb. 1, 1951, grants. 


creased employment quotas for | 


of the AFM constitution. Replying | 


a pact with the DuM6nt net to be | 


| subversive organizations.” 


_ Picture was honored by a ballot 
of members of the association. 
Bond said only 200 of the 30,000 
members’ voted. The California 
Teachers Assn., however, denied 
this, adding that its figures have 
never been made _ public. The 
,award to Ferrer, and to costar 
‘Mala Powers, was not mentioned 
;in the ballot, and the decision to 
award the certificates came as an 
afterthought. In view of the pro- 


(Continued on page 18) 





Telecasts of Real-Life 
Crime Show Outdo Best 


By BERT BRILLER 

In the Senate Crime Investiga- 
tion Committee’s New York probe, 
which started Monday (12), radio 
and television had the stuff of real 
,drama. The parade of star wit- 
nesses, unfolding the story of link- 
ups between racketeering elements 
and politicos, provided a cclorful 
picture that had more sock than 
Hollywood mellers, radio’s whodun- 
its or video crime shows. 

Radio alone offered more than 
the cold type of Pg = stories 
can convey—w the significant 
hesitations, telling pauses, méane 
ingful inflections and revealing dic+ 
tion of the witnesses adding color 
and point that print--even steno- 

(Continued on page 53) 
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Legit Producer’s Share of Pix Coin No 
Capital Gain; U.S. Overrules Shumlin 


Money earned by a producer 
through sale of a play’s film rights 
is ordinary income rather than a 
capital gain, the Tax Court of the 
U. S. ruled last week. Decision 
disallowed a claim of Herman 


Shumlin that the coin he received | 


from the disposition of picture 
rights of his 1941 production of 
“The Watch on the Rhine” was a 
capital gain. 

Shumlin contested an Internal 
Revenue Bureau notice of March 
2. 1949, that his share of Warner 
Bros.’ buy of “Rhine” was ordinary 
income. In agreeing with the Gov- 
ernment’s. interpretation, Judge 
Clarence V. Opper held that Shum- 
lin’s power to share in the play’s 
film proceeds was due to his ‘“con- 
tribution of services as its pro- 
ducer...” 

Court’s decision in the Shumlin 
case clarified a situation which had 
never been legally determined be- 
fore, according to J. S. Seidman of 


the C.P.A. firm of Seidman & Seid- | 
He feels that the ruling:on | 


man. ; 
the matter is -an important one 
with wide show biz significance. 


Although Shumlin lost on the) 
capital gain point, the - producer | 


triumphed on another issue that 
arose in the same case. 
matter Judge Opper ruled Shumlin 
was entitled to deduct $26,088 as 


expenses for his personal theatrical | 
during 1942 and 1943... 


business 
Government had disallowed $7,000 
of this sum on the ground that the 
expenses were not substantiated. 
Deal which Lillian Hellman, au- 
thor of “Rhine,” entered into with 
Warners on Dec. 30, 1941, called 
for payment of $150,000 in install- 
(Continued on page 14) 





Folsom Envisions 
Global TV Network 
Working for Peace 


An editorial on television as a 


major instrument for peace, writ- | 


ten by Radio Corp. of America 
prexy Frank M. Folsom, was front- 
paged by the Wichita Sunday Bea- 
con last week (4). RCA exec, citing 
the growth of TV in Cuba, Mexico 
and Brazil, forecast that eventually 
the “Voice of America” would be 
supplemented by a “Voice and 
Vision of Peace”—through a ghobal 
video network emanating fiom the 
U.S 


Folsom also stressed TV’s ability | 


In this | 
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Weather Nips St. L. 


| 

Biz of Marg. Truman 

St. Louis, March 13. 
A cold, dismal day with almost 
‘continuous rain Sunday (11) held 
down the attendance for Margaret 
Truman’s personal with the St. 
Louis Symph Orch, her third local- 
ly in the Henry W. Kiel (munici- 
pal) Auditorium. 

A mob of 1,500 turned out and 
the gross was an estimated $2,700, 
with the house scaled to $3. Re- 
|views of crix were divided. 


SAG Giving 4A’s 














Screen Actors Guild is giving the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America a partial cold-shoulder, 
‘although it is still maintaining its 
standing in the 4A’s by paying its 
assessments. 

Screenites still consider the 4A’s 
action of last April, in which the 
parent body of the talent unions 
backed Television Authority, as 
“illegal.” As a result, they haven’t 
been attending routine meetings of 
the 4A’s. However, when subjects 
affecting the entire industry come 
'up, SAG and Screen Extras Guild 
'reps attend 4A’s parleys. 
| Film guilds have been cooperat- 
ing, for instance, in the fight which 


4A’s has been waging against the; ments in the Hollywood press,” | PROS.: This boy is murder. 


Partial Brush 
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THE INIMITABLE - 
Currently Schroeder Hotel, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Where the Milwaukee Journal said, 
“diverting the guests ...a 
vastly amusing fellow.” 
Represented by 
| ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
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‘Irresponsible 
Press Again Hit 
By Ron Reagan 


Hollywood, March 13. 
Ronald Reagan, Screen Actor 
Guild prexy, unleashed another at- 
: tack on “certain irresponsible ele- 














Wednesday, March 14, 1951 


“WHATS MY CRIME?” 


(A New Television Program Idea) 
By HAL BLOCK. 


The debut of the Senatorial Investigation Committee on Channe!] 11 
has proven to be the greatest thing that ever happened to aspiring 
young television actors. No longer do they need a “pull” to get an 
audition on TV. All they have to do is commit a crime. And what an 
easy audition script! If they are asked what they did before in show 
business all they have to say is, “I refuse to answer on the grounds 
that it might incriminate me.” It’s even a greater boon to the law- 
yers. Last Monday a mouthpiece was on television defending his 
client—two days later he had his own commercial. Now young law- 
yers are studying Blackstone on Torts, Whipple on Contracts, and Max . 
Factor on Makeup. There is no telling where these courtroom pro- 
grams might end. I can just see the television program of the future, 
It starts out with the chorus singing “Crime on My Hands.” Then we: 
hear the Announcer say: 
ANNCR.: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. This is your announcer, 

Lifer 19256, once more bringing you the most interesting Quiz 
Program you ever heard . . “What’s My Crime?” And now, 
direct from the courthouse, we bring you our star, that banjo- 
eyed prosecutor of millions; that howling habeas corpus of hilarity: 
-. . . None other than your favorite and mine, WALTER O'KEE.’ 
FAUVER. 
(Screams, catcalls, howling, deafening applause) 
PROSECUTOR: Thank you, thank you, ladies and gentlemen. You 
know this has always been my room. And let me tell you, ladies’ 
and gentlemen out there, that because of the fact that you've been. 
such a wonderful audience and you people right here in the Court= 
room have been such a GRAND jury, tonight we’re going to bring 
you-a very special guest crook. You've seen his name in the head+ 
lines . . . You’ve watched him in the police lineup . . . and you’ves 
seen his picture in every Post Office in the country . . . None othe 
than that favorite of Cell Block No. 8... JACK “HATCHET; 
KILLER” McBRIDE. Now he’s a little shy but I know if we give. 
him a real rousing welcome, he’ll definitely come out. 
(Deafening applause, catcalls, shouting, whistling, women faintiiig), 
, PROSECUTOR: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I knew you'd coép- 
| erate. And now, Jack, to what would you attribute the fact that 
you are known as the most vicious killer in the entire world. ¢ 
KILLER: I’m just lucky, I guess. ~ 
,PROS.: Ah,.what a deadpan delivery. You’re another Ed Sullivan. © ¥ 
| KILLER: If you think he’s a deadpan, you should've seen the pan om 
| the last guy I took for a walk. « 
| PROS.: You mean, you took for a ride. 
| KILLER: No, I couldn't afford a car. 


You know you’re another Milton Berle, 




















| Hughes-Brees bill (to amend unem- | in his appearance on William Tu-| KILLER: Milton Berle. Fhat punk? Why when I say I'll give a guy", 


| ployment insurance rules) now be- 


| sher’s ABC airer. 


Reagan last is- | 


shot in the head he never wakes up. 


fore the New-York state legislature. Sued a blast while emceeing the | PROS.: Killer, would you like to confess any more crimes? 4 
| They are also participating with Photoplay mag awards dinner; KILLER: Only if I get a closeup. — 
i 4A’s on the case brought against | Feb. 12. | O’KEEF: Now before you make another statement, it’s my duty te warn 


}it by former American Guild of 
| Variety Artists national administra- 
| tor, Matt Shelvey. 


SAG board members who belong | They’ve got to get sore at me. | 


Reagan on the air stated, “They 
; Might as well face it. If they 
| get sore at me for this I’m sorry. 


you, do you know what you face? * 
/ KILLER: Yeah, Camera No. 2 . . and it ain’t my best side. - ’ 
| O’KEEF: Well, there’s nothing left to do but ask the Jury for its vers 


dict—is the defendant guilty or not guilty? 8 


« 


to other 4A’s unions are also at-, They didn’t jump on the band-| ANNCR.: Before the jury gives its verdict, a word from our spofisor:$ 


tending meetings of those unions. 





Equity Leads Talent 
Unions Fight in Albany 
On Hughes-Brees Bill 


Talent unions in the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America col- 
_lectively an@ individually are fight- 
ing the Hughes-Brees bill now be- 
fore the New Ycrk. state legisla- 





to educate Americans during the | ture. Bill proposes changes in the 
present period of swift-moving unemployment insurance law which 
events. He underlined video’s great | the unions feel would have “perni- 
effectiveness for service, training cious effects on thespers. 
of air raid wardens, for Red Cross; Actors Equity yesterday (Tues.) 
work and direct fund appeals, for had a delegation visit Albany in an 
the spreading of visual information effort to muster support to defeat 
into the home, and other educa-|the bill. Those making the trek 
tional activities pertaining to de-; included James F. Reilly, exec sec- 
fense. /retary of the League of N. Y. The- 
Latres; Bert Lytell, Celeste Holm, 





|wagon and start writing movie 
columns because they wanted to 
help the motion picture business. 
They jumped in because it was a 
circulation gimmick. They found 
out people were interested. They 
were paying money to go to the 
movies, so they said ‘let’s write 
articles and let’s have some movie 
news in the papers. This’ll help 
sell newspapers’.” 

Reagan said the film industry 
must now share some of the blame 
for the bad Hollywood press be- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Paris, March 13. 
Diminutive chanteuse Edith Piaf 
made her stage debut Saturday at 
the ABC theatre in “La Petite 
| Lili,” which Marcel Achard au- 





PIAF PLAY IN PARIS 


Mistinguett’s First U. S. 
Date Since ’21 at $4,500 


Mistinguett will play her first 
U. S. date since 1921 at La Mar- 


tinique, N. Y., starting April 12. 
She’s getting $4,500 weekly. The 


76-year-old French musicomedy 
Star is set for two weeks and two 
one-week options. 

Mistinguett played three weeks 
at the Montmartre, Montreal (see 
review in this issue). She returns 
for a three-day longhair stand in 
Montreal, April 16. 


‘Peggy Wood, Dennis King, Louis |thored for her. A surefire run is 
|M. Simon, Equity exec secretary; | likely. The Mitty Goldin-Fernand 


‘Rebecca Brownst¢in, attorney; and 
_Alfred Harding, who will remain 
in the state capital until the vote 
on the bill is taken. It’s estimated 
that five votes have to be swung 


Gov. Thomas E. Dewey reportedly 
favors. 

Among the projected provisions 
is one requiring that workers be 
employed at least 20 weeks annu- 
ally before being eligible for un- 
employment benefits. The acting 


(Continued on page 55) 
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in order to kill the measure, which | 





edoux production permits the 
| Star to warble 12 new songs. 

The nonsensical “Lili” offers 
‘little appeal for Broadway, where 
| it would add nothing to Miss Piaf’s 
|draw as a singer. Her acting is 
average. Play is well produced at 
the ABC in two acts and seven 
scenes. Cast of 22 provides ade- 
quate support. None of the 12 
tunes is topgrade material. 





Priestley, Rose Murphy, 
Bogart Europe-Bourd 


Almost a dozen showfolk are 
; scheduled to sail to Europe from 
|New York today (Wed.) on the 
| Queen Mary and Liberte. Listed 
as passengers on the Cunard 
'Line’s Mary are, Robert Wolff, 
‘RKO managing director in Brit- 
ain; Sir Ernest Fisk, managing di- 
rector of Electric and Musical. In- 
| dustries, Ltd.; playwright J. B. 
Priestley, songstress Rose Murphy, 
‘her husband, Edward Mathieu, 
and British actor Denholm Elliott. 
| Humphrey Bogart and his ac- 
tress-wife, Lauren Bacall, head the 
‘contingent on the Liberte. He’s 
‘bound for Britain’s Kenya colony, 
where he’ll make “African Queen” 
for Sam Spiegel. Miss Bacall is 
going for the ride. Others sailing 
are Gus Eyssell, exec veepee of 
Rockefeller Centre; actor Oscar 
—— se ag ge Marquis de 
| Cuevas, an rs. W. Somerset 
| Maygham, Wife, of the savelist, ew 





the Toastmaster Electric Chair Corporation . 
chair that automatically ejects the prisoner. With men who knew 
the hot seat best it’s Toastmaster—two to one. And so easy to get. 
All you have to do is sit down and say, “Charge it.” And now 
back to the courtroom. ol. ae 

PROS.: And now, jury, have you reached a verdict? " 
(Foreman rushes over to prosecutor and speaks in excited whis-- 

pers.) 
Amazing . . . fantastic . . . astounding! 

KILLER: What’s goin’ on here, anyway? 

PROS.: (Comes over to Killer and puts him arm around him.) My bey,. 
we have just been told that you have a Nielsen Rating of 68. = — - 
(Audience applauds wildly.) : os 
And not only that, but you have a 96 on the Applause-Meter. 

KILLER: So what? Gimme my sentence. What do I get? 

PROS.: (Turns to Foreman of the jury) All right, Foreman, tell us 
what does he get? 

'FOREMAN: A Bulova Wrist Watch. A Stainless Steel Kitchen Sink. 

; . Four tickets to “No, No Nanette,” an introduction to Ben 

Blue, a crumbcake from Toots Shor'’s, etc., etc. 

APPLAUSE. 

BLACKOUT. 


Cannes Prepping 


. the only electric 
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Talent Will Have To -. >» 
Fight for Exemptions . 
Under Wage Freeze 


Intl Film Fest Washington, March 13. * 


Cannes, March 4. If talent in legit, TV, radio and®. 
The International Film Festival | ther ee ae ae 5 She ‘as 
in Cannes this year is skedded for | ale the lin “g { “A Seis . j 
April 4-20. The Palais des Fes-| 2 0nS te lunes of what Holiywoo 
tivals, where the pix are to be fot a ra Ng Page: ry sd 
Screened, is undergoing redecora- | phe > a en rw the pales 
tion. Secretary general Robert | Stabilivati - po seery ¥ i ; fr: of 
Favre Le Bret has just announced | Sed aed tek tee SE 
a preliminary list of films to be. f,bointed out that the exemptions. 
judged: "| granted to the motion picture ‘tale, 
U s. A.—“A Place in the Sun,” | pone "aes ae an ae tn ame 
» U.S. A C un, and were approved after the film. 
| which Paramount will world preem | industry came to the Government, 
here; Lights Out” ( Universal); | for relief. There is considerable. 
|\“Mad Wednesday” (Howard | indication, however, that the same * 
| Hughes-RKO-Harold Lloyd film, | kind of treatment’ would be award> 
ne “Sin of Harold Diddlebock”). | ed to other talent groups.* ~~.” 


Great Britain: “Tales of Hoff-| The exceptions for motion  pi€- 
mann” (Korda); “Pandora and the 


(Continued on page 53) — 
Flying Dutchman.” ‘ 
Canada: “Hunters of the North! U’s Novak Visits U.S. « - « 





“aig ” 











Pole,” ‘“Inondation,” “Old Cana- ° 
dians.” For Talks With Daft 
Brazil: “Carioca” (Cavalcanti).| Harry Novak, Universal’s conti- 





Italy: “Miracle in Milan” (PDS); 


nental European manager, arrived 
“Road to Hope” (Lux); “Forbidden " ‘ 


ad | in New York Monday (12) on the 
Christ a (Minerva); “Millionaire | Liberte for his first visit to the 
Naples” (ENIC). ine | U. S. in two years. In a one-month 
pain: “Balerosa ; “Honesty and stay he'll confer with company 
the Lock. | world sales chief Al Daff and other 
Luxembourg: “Our Lady of Lux- | homeoffice toppers. 
embourg. “ . Also arriving were Jean Cabaud, 
: Morocco: “Men of the Oasis”; secretary general of Pathe Cinema; 
Suite of Barberes Dances.” | actress Cornelia Otis Skinner; Lu- 
Israel: “Modern Pioneers.” |cien Nachbur, manager of the 
Holland: “Bali God's Island”; Marignan theatre, Paris, and Mi- 





“Mirror of Holland.” |chel Baert of the Comedie Frap- 
(Continued on page 55). | caise, Se 
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Profit Possibilities Seem Remote 


For 2 Ye 


Preliminary study of theatre tel- 


yx 
vv 


ars in Theatre Tele 





evision costs shows that profit pos- 
sibilities are remote for at least 
the next two years. Study was 
made by a theatre service organiza- 
tion from information garnered 
from RCA, engineering organiza- 
tions and other sources. 

While TV installation would be 
expected to increase value of the 
individual physicai property, de- 
duction is that a theatre of less 
than 1,500 seats would not be able 
to warrant installation of equip- 
ment because of added operating 
cost that would be charged to each 
seat. Benefits to theatres with 
larger capacities also appear du- 
bious. 

It’s been found that at least 75c. 
per seat would have to be added to 
the admission price for a theatre 
to break even with an absolute 
capacity audience, but, according to 
estimates, added revenue would not 
amortize original investment. 

Under present setup, cost of 
equipment and ins@pllation is $18,- 
000, not  ineluding — structural 
changes in theatre or booth re- 
vamping. In case of RCA there is 
a $75 monthly service charge, in- 
cluding replacements and two vis- 
its of servicemen. Installation pe- 
riod is approximately four months. 

Telephone wire costs have been 
broken down as follows: 

One hour in any one month, 
$250; 10 complete hours for any 

(Continued on page 14) 


La Prensa Fold By 
Argentine Govt. Cues 
Further U.S. Pix Snag 


Hope for any early consumma- 
tion of a film trade agreement with 
Argentina has faded even further 
as a result of the closing of La 
Prensa, Buenos Aires newspaper, 
which had been critical of Presi- 
dent Peron’s regime. The daily was 
ostensibly shut down because of 
a union dispute, though it’s gen- 
erally felt the publication was the 
victim of political attack. 


Following a South American 
tour, Edward G,. Miller, Jr., As- 
sistant Secretary of State, said on 
Monday (12) that U. S. Government 
efforts to work out a program of 
cooperation with Argentina clearly 





have been impaired by the La) 


Prensa situation. 

Film industry execs immediately 
recognized that an Argentina-U. S. 
rift on the government level could 
hardly be accompanied by an effec- 

(Continued on page 14) 


ALICE TERRY PROTESTS 
‘VALENTINO’ RELEASE 


Hollywood, March 13. 
_Warning was served on Colum- 
bia and Edward Smalll, producer 
of “Valentino,” that there will be 





protests if the picture goes into | 


general release in its present form. 
Notice was filed by Harold Fend- 
ler, attorney for Alice Terry, who 
costarred with Valentino in “The 
Four Horsemen.” a 

_ Understood the late actor’s rela- 
tives contemplate action, declaring 


the film is not a true portrayal of 
his career, 





Yates Back to Coast 
After British Trek 


Republic Pictures chief Herbert 
J. Yates headed for the Coast Fri- 
day (9) after his return to New 
York the previous day from Brit- 
ain, where he presided at cere- 
monies in connection with the of- 
ficial opening of the company’s new 
United Kingdom distribution or- 
£anization. While abroad, the Rep 
topper surveyed British studio 
facilities with a view to possible 
Production of six or eight films in 
England. 

John Wayne anc Forrest Tucker, 
— accompanied Yates on the 


to the Coast over the weekend. 


tief British junket, also returned. 


Bank Night Angle 


Minneapolis, March 13. 

Prohibited by law now from 
advertising their “Bank Night”’ 
as such, theatres here seek to 
acquaint the public with the 
event in a new roundabout 
way. 

Newspaper ads of the thea- 
tres carry the line “tonight is 
the night you should attend,” 
and that means there’s a “Bank 
Night.” On the “Bank Nights” 
one group of independent 
neighborhood and _ suburban 
houses have a large box over 
their individual newspaper ads 
reading “Tonight is the big 
night (with the ‘big night’ un- 
derscored) to go to the movies.” 











Reissues Reach 


Lowest Ebb At 
Major Studios 


Number of reissues being offered 
exhibs is at its lowest point in 
years. Where dozens of pix before 
had been available for a second 
time around, distribs now are tak- 
ing a long pause before unleashing 
even a single oldie. 

New, dim view of re-releases is 
seen in RKO’s sked. Major turned 
loose no less than eight reissues 
in calendar 1950 and has none at 
all indicated for this year so far. 

Distribs believe they reached the 
saturation point in the reissue mar- 
ket and exhibs were experiencing 
public resentment. Another impor- 
tant factor is one of simple eco- 
nomics. Film firms are primarily 
interested in liquidating their new 

(Continued on page 16) 


Govt.’s Interest in Par 
TV Color Tube May Be 
Clarified at Cal. Meet 


Government’s interest in the 
direct-view TV color tube, which 
'has been financed by Paramount 
and developed at the U. of Cali- 
| fornia in Berkeley, may be clarified 
next week at the university. Par 
prez Barney Balaban, now in 
Florida, will meet Paul Raibourn, 
veepee, in Berkeley for huddles on 
the project. They will be joined 
by Richard Hodgson, president of 
Chromatic TV Laboratories of 
Connecticut, who has been ex- 
|perimenting in development of 
the process. 

Understood the army is inter- 
ested in the tube from a defense 
angle, but exact application is be- 
ing kept under wraps. Par report- 
edly expects to utilize tube for 
theatre television, but the Govern- 
ment’s interest may hold up com- 
mercial usage until after the war 
emergency. 


ARNALL REPORTS INDIE 
MORALE AT NEW HIGH 


Morale among indie producers is 
at its highest point in several years 
as result of the revitalization of 
United Artists, Ellis G. Arnall, 
president of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
declared in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.). 
He had just returned from the 
Coast via Atlanta, his hometown. 

SIMPP did not get around to for- 
mally voting on the new board 
and exec committee setup of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations, as had been tentatively 
planned. Arnall explained a num- 
ber of members were at scattered 
points and couldn't be rounded up 
for a meeting. He added, however, 
that approval of COMPO is merely 
a formality anda vote can be taken 
at any times - 














| 


| showings in various key spots. Sec- 





| FILMITES’ ABOUT-FACE ON TV 





SEE ALLINNCE IN 
FUTURE PRYOFE 


Film industry execs, including 
prominent theatremen and private 
investors in pic stock issues, are 
doing an about-face in their esti- 
mates of the entertainment world’s 
“upstart” medium, television. In 
increasing numbers they’re regard- 
ing TV as an important ally to be 
embraced by the film trade. 


They see an alliance paying off 
hefty dividends in the future. 


New appraisal, of course, con- 
stitutes a radical departure from 
the line of reasoning to which 
numerous filmites inclined not so 
long ago. Video’s phenomenal de- 
velopment shortly after World War 
II had some observers all but sug- 
gesting formaldehyde for the pic 
business on the presumption its 
demise was in the offing. While 
conceding TV will continue as com- 
petition, but not to any disastrous 
degree, hard-headed moneymen 
with dealings in the pic trade and 
highly placed filmites see the 
medium as an iraportant source of 
— which never existed be- 
ore. 


Newest at hand with views in 
this direction is Burns, Nordeman 
& Co., prominent Wall Street brok- 
erage firm. Outfit has advised its, 
clients that video will be looking to | 
the film industry for program ma-| 


,(Continued on page 14) . 


Davis, Rank’s Chief 
Aide, Optimistic On 
British Pix in U.S.' 


Optimism on the future of Brit- 
ish films in America was expressed 
by John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s 
principal lieutenant, on his return 
to New York last week following a 
brief U. S. tour. Davis said that 
he was encouraged by the attitude 
of exhibs who have not been regu- 
larly playing British product be- 
fore. 

Theatremen indicated, he stated, 
that they’re putting the exhibition 
of the pix on a more regular basis, 
even if only one day a week. By 
this method, Davis said, they hope 
to develop a new type of steady 
patron. 

Davis has been in Canada this 
week to huddle with execs of 
Rank’s Odeon chain there. He re- 
turns ‘to New York today (Wed.) 
and planes for London tomorrow. 








B.0. Reports Show Double Billing 
May Be Big Reason for Dip in Biz 





Hoop Happy 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Recent basketball expose 
will be filmed from all, pos- 
sible angles if EJL, an indie 
= has anything to say about 
it. 

Company filed the following 
titles with the Motion Picture. 
Assn. of America registry bu- 
reau: “Basketball Bribe,” “Bas- 
ketball Fix,” “The Big Fix,” 
“The Black Fix,” “The Black 
Scandal,” “Cage Bribe,” “Cage 
Fix” and “Cage Scandal.” 


Picture Reps Meet 


On Coast in May 
For Film Forums 


Hollywood, March 13. 











Seminar project of Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations has 
been set tentatively to get under 
way here in mid-May. Designed 


to thresh out exhibitor-distributor- 
producer problems, series of 
panels will be attended by approxi- 
mately 30 reps of the three indus- 
try branches. 


Gael Sullivan, executive director 
of Theatre Owners of America, who 
has been here attending meeting 
of Southern California Theatre 
Owners Assn., acted on behalf of 
Arthur Mayer, COMPO veepee, in 
making preliminary arrangements 
for the seminar. Sullivan left 
last’ night (12) for Chicago. He 
will work out details as to dates 
and seminar personnel. Local 
COMPO units will be notified 
within the next few weeks. 


R. S. Wolff Back to Eng. 


Robert S. Wolff, RKO managing 
director in Great Britain, returns 
to England today (Wed.) on the 
Queen Mary following his annual 
visit. 

He had been in the states the 
past month, including 10 days on 
the Coast, on a combined business- 
vacation trip. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Income Tax Deadline Bops Biz; ‘Born’ Returns to 
No. 1 Spot; ‘Mike,’ ‘Valley,’ ‘Target’ Next 


Pre-Easter conditions along with 
nearness of Federal income tax 
deadline and spread of flu in some 
localities are putting the skids un-— 
der film biz at first-runs this ses- 
sion. The March 15 tax deadline 
is viewed by many exhibitors as 
the greatest boxoffice crippler. 
Some key cities covered by VARIETY, 
such as Minneapolis, also were 
hurt by severe cold and snow. 

“Born Yesterday” (Col) bounded 
back into first place, after tempo- 
rary dislodgement a week ago. 
This comedy is way out in the lead 
both on money and_ individual 





ond position goes to “Three Guys 
Named Mike” (M-G) while “Ven- 
geance Valley” (M-G) is finishing 
third. 

“Target Unknown” (U) is pushing 
up to fourth spot, with “Enforcer” 
(WB) taking fifth money. ‘“Toma- 
hawk” (U), fifth last week, is tak- 
ing sixth place. ‘Steel Helmet” 
(Lip) and “Climb Highest Moun- 
tain” (20th) round out the prize- 
winning big 8 list. 

“September Affair” (Par), ‘““Kan- 
sas Raiders” (U), “Cry Danger”, 
(RKO) and “13th Letter” (20th) | 
are runnerup films, with “Raiders” , 
about best of lot. 





versal among new entries, doing 
well on two initial playdates. 
“Royal Wedding” (M-G) shapes up 
potentially solid on basis of its tee- 


| off date at N. Y. Music Hall, where 


it was obviously helped by the an- 
nual Easter stageshdw. 


“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB), 


also new, is a bit spotty but smart 
in Pittsburgh. “Rawhide” (20th) 
looms mild on first date while “Ra- 
ton Pass” (WB) ranges from dull to 
solid first week out. “Fourteen 
Hours” (20th) is just okay on its 
first playdate, at N. Y. Astor. 


“Trio” (Par) shapes up steady 


‘this round with several okay stan- 


zas. “Branded” (Par) is okay in 
Washington. “Groom Wore Spurs” 
(U), which opened in N. Y. this 
week, is fairish in Cincy and mild 
in Pitt. “Molly” (Par) continues | 
fair to lightweight. 


“Prehistoric Women” (EL), big in 
Cincy, looks okay in L. A. “Red- 
head and Cowboy” (Par), mild in 
Boston, looms good in Chicago. 
“Undercover Girl” (U), shapes nice 
in Washington. 

“Vendetta” (RKO) is rated slow 
in Indianapolis. “Yank in Korea” 
(Col), looks average in mild Buf- 
falo. “Bedtime for Bonzo” (U), is 
fair in Chicago. 


“Abbott-CosteJlo Meet ee eee Boxoffice Reports on 


\Man”: looms as 4 Winter fot’ Uni- 


cvroewewesf 7- + woe & 


| 


| 
| 


| 


+. Film industry’s boxoffice ana- 


lysts are finding strong indications 
that the policy of double-billing 
may be one of the villains respon- 
sible for lagging business. Prob- 
ing of country-wide b.o. records 
for 1950, as compared with ’49, 
has led to the unmistakable con- 
clusion that the revenue decline 
in single-pic territories is substan- 
tially less than the dual spots. 

However, important qualifying 
factor is that television coverage 
in the double-film territories is 
broad, while the extent of compe- 
tition from TV stations in opera- 
tion and sets in use is limited in 
the one-pic policy territories. 


Consequence is exhibs are hesi- 
tating before pinning the blame 
solely on the combination film 
shows for the continued down- 
trend at the b.o. They add deter- 
mination of TV’s part in holding 
business down still requires fure 
ther investigation and for this rea- 
son dual-bills’ adverse effect on 
business obviously cannot be meas- 
ured with certainty. However, cire 
cuit operators feel they’re on the 
right approach to a diagnosis of 
b.o. ills and, of course, will cone 
tinue their examination. 


The deep south, southwest, cere 
tain New England sections and 
(Continued on page 16) 


How Goes the War, 
So Goes ‘The Men’s 


Pic Currently Big 


Grosses on Stanley Kramer’s 
“The Men” have virtually been a 
barometer of the variations in 
tenseness of the war situation since 
the pic was released. Business the 
pic has done at any given moment 
has corresponded precisely to pub- 
lic reaction to the Korean war and 
the threat of an all-out world holo- 
caust, 

Story of hospitalized paraplegic 
veterans of World War II has hit 
good grosses when the Korean 
news has been good and a conflict 

(Continued on page 14) 
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If There's a Uruguayan Pic Festival 


Next Year, Better 


Returnees from the international 
film festival in Uruguay are 
unanimous in declaring that the 
hectic event was long on festivi- 
ties and confusion, but short on 
sleep. With all due respect to the 
promoters and hospitality of the 
natives, the junketeers have dub- 
bed the film fete as the “Festival 


of Errors” and, on the whole, they | 
are pretty glad it’s all over, at} 


least for another year. It will take 
that long to rest up. 

Principal criticism was the ap- 
parent lack of proper preparation 
and the inability of those in 
charge to get anything going on 
schedule. Delays in screenings, 
meals and parties had the visitors 
in a constant state of nervous ten- 
sion, aggravated by a predominate- 


administrative coordination, film 
stars and newspaper people alike 
agreed that the Uruguayans went 
all out to show them a good time 
and to achieve the purpose of the 
festival. 

As to the purpose of the festival, 
that, too, is.a subject for debate. 
Ostensibly designed as a show- 


ly liquid diet. Despite absence of, Burstyn Would 


Col Dickers Santana 


Hollywood, March 13. 
Continuing its emphasis on indie 
, a. producers, Columbia is dickering 
Start OW with Santana for a new pact under 
| which latter would make a new 
| 





a 
ww 


Humphrey Bogart-Robert co 
° ° | indie recently wound up six-picture 
Jerry Pickman in Coast | commitment with Columbia, and is 
Taiks on Campaigns ‘prepping “Butcher Bird” an 
Jerry Pickman, Paramount's new Canela” for future production, 
| publicity-advertising chief, planes 


‘to the Coast today (Wed.) for his | e 
| first studio visit since taking over | * r S tu y 
| the post. 


He'll be west for a week to 10 


‘days huddling on campaigns for S 
/new product with studio chief Y. ax ar ll S 
‘Frank Freeman and Coast publicity | 


chief Norman Siegel. 

| During Pickman’s absence, Sid 
| Blumenstock, ad manager, will be 
in command of the N. Y. headquar- 
| ters. 











Exhibitor organizations quietly 
(are studying how the Jackson Park 
| theatre case in Chicago might ap- 
_ply to other parts of the country. 
, Move stems from squawks of sub- 
| sequent-run exhibs over extended 
}runs on top pix. Federal court 
| ruling in the Chi case limited Loop 
| firstruns to two weeks. 

One eastern organization has in- 


cnage | 9 
Carry Miracle 
structed an attorney to perform 


_series of pix for Columbia release. |. 


Applies Elsewhere ' 


Stress Faith in Film 

Revival of faith in the picture industry among theatre employes 
is being stressed by Council of Motion Picture Organizations. Loose 
talk by theatre staffs is contributing to public’s belief that some- 
thing is wrong with the picture biz, thus hurting attendance, in 
opinion of Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO executive veepee, 

Mayer, in a letter to the COMPO executive committee, said that 
thoughtless remarks by ushers, cashiers and other staff members 
to the effect that biz is bad in their houses instill public belief 
that films are on the downgrade. These rumors, already spread 
by some newspapers, have tendency to grow when repeated, he 
said. 

Asserting that the situation can be corrected, Mayer called upon 
every exhib to point out to their personnel that its own welfare is 
tied up with general welfare of the industry. Employes should 
be told, Mayer said, that remarks damaging to the business can 
only be harmful to themselves. He pointed out that one N. Y. 
circuit, Century Theatres, had launched an educational program 
for its employes via talks and literature. Management is acquaint- 
| ing staffs with the real facts and, according to Mayer, is changing 
| them from pessimistic to optimistic boosters for the industry. 








Par, DuMont Can't Agree on Who's 
Trying to Buy Whom; Loewi Dissents 


# Whether Paramount has been 
| trying to buy out DuMont or Du- 
| Mont trying to buy out Paramount 





Kurnitz to London 


® ® 

Fight {0 High (t ‘two missions; namely, to check on 
" . ; ® ramifications of the Jackson Park 
case for the products of the 'case to: see if court decision could 
world’s film industries, the big | Joseph Burstyn,, distributor of apply in other areas and to deter- 
show was cooked up mainly to|The Miracle,” vowed yesterday | mine what can be done legally to 
publicize and promote Punta del (Tyes.) to carry his fight against | cope with the extended engage- 
mane, Uruguay’s famed beach re-' the New York Board of Regents! ment in first-run houses. 

sort. No doubt both purposes were to the U. S. Supreme Court if he} While it is regarded generally 
achieved. However, somebody fails to win a favorable verdict that the J. P. decision applied to 
missed the boat on the publicity from lower tribunals. Burstyn is | a distinct situation existing in Chi, 
angle, because those who could attempting to force the Regents to| some exhib leaders believe that 
d6 the most good, the newspaper return to the controversial Italian ruling could be cited as a basis 
boys and girls, were eclipsed by pic the New York State censorship for seeking court relief in other 
attention given to the film stars. seal which it recently withdrew on | cities. Beef in smaller situations 
Hotel reservations and tickets for the charge it was “blasphemous.” lis that top pix booked first-run 
the press in many cases were for-| Hearing was held before the | for a four-day span often are held 


gotten. One scribe not only had. ivision i Mon- | ei . wi a 
a. has ahi Wait dion tnek te Appelate Division in Albany Mon- | eight and 10 days, with result sub 


luggage. -He attended the formal. 
affairs in a wrinkled business suit. 
It was apparent that the attention , 
given to the Hollywood stars used | 
up the festival’s budget, with re-. 
suit that insufficient press was in- 





to enjoin the Regents. Five-mem- | milked by the time it reaches their 
ber tribunal reserved decision houses. Second-runs don’t blame 
after hearing the arguments and the firstruns for holding on to a 
witnessing a private showing of | profitable pic, but they are angling 
the picture. Decision is expected | for an out that would permit day- 
o , May 9. | and-date bookings on the extended 
vited to accomplish the result tal Burstyn’s next move will be to portion of the first-run. 
which the festival was designed. |the New York Court of Appeals| Understood situation has been 
Hollywood contingent included | and then to the U. S. Supreme , discussed at recent. exhib organi- 


For Maugham Film 


Scenarist Harry Kurnitz planed 





ifor London Saturday (10) to hud- | 


dle with Somerset Maugham and 


| Peter Cusick on the latter’s up- | 


coming production, “His Excel- 
,lency.” Based on Maugham short 
story of the same name, the project 
is scheduled to roll by Aug. 1. 

| Meanwhile, Cusick’s current 
Eagle Lion Classics release, “The 
Long Dark Hall,” is slated to preem 
at the Rivoli theatre, N. Y., some- 


| time in April, Lilli Palmer and Rex 


| Harrison are starred. 


} 


day (12) in the distrib’s latest step | sequents find product thoroughly | 


British Indies 





Fail to Support 


ay eae Y 


Joan Fontaine, Evelyn Keyes,|Court. He declared yesterday he | zation meetings. Complaints that 
Lizabeth Scott, Patricia Neal, doesn’t care whether the film ever | the extended-runs are hurting sub- 
Florence Marly, John Derek, | 


Wendell Corey and his wife, June 
Haver, Ricardo Montalban and 
wife, with Paramount’s Edward 
Schellborn, representing Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, heading 
(Continued on page 14) 


Ohio Remains Lone State 
Failing to Okay ‘Outlaw’ 
As Md. Gives Sanction 


Howard Hughes “The Outlaw,” 
which in the past several years cre- 
ated a censorship squabble both 
withjn and beyond the film indus- 
try, including a-law suit between 
Hughes and the Motion Picture 





Assn. of America, has only one participate in a series of sales cludes filling in lines to a poem challenge. 


'plays again or not, but that he 
|is determined to see the battle 
| through to the end, 

| “J feel the issue of censorship 
‘48 a clear one here,” he stated, 
“and is in such form that the 
Supreme Court cannot refuse to 
rule on it. It is not only a matter 
of Constitutional right under the 
First Amendment (freedom of 
speech and press), but on the fun- 
damental doctrine of separation of 

(Continued on page 14) 


ELC SALES MANAGERS 





All Eagle Lion Classics division, 
district and branch managers will 





IN DIVISION MEETINGS 


| sequent-runs are reported to be 
; mounting. Test case looms as a 
possibility before end of year. 


London, March 13. 
The ways of planners are not 
'easy. This fact is being learned 
Aussie Hoyts Campaign |the hard way by the British film in- 
Sydney, March 13. | dustry’s united better-business com- 
Australian version of the “Movies , mittee. ‘ 

'Are Better Than Ever’ campaign} The first major thrust, planned 
| began here this month. Hoyts The- by the committee in a desire to 
‘atres, Ltd., in cooperation with |revive the spirit of showmanship 
'20th-Fox, Warner Bros., RWO, among all theatre operators, was a 
United Artists and London Films, national competition with a double 
is polling its patrons in a special | ticket to Hollywood as the lure 
quiz designed to improve industry for the first-prize winner. But the 
relations throughout the continent. very people whom it was hoped to 
Quiz is being circulated through | convert by this contest have failed 

special trailers, newspaper ads and | to respond. 
pamphlets by Hoyts and the dis-|. More than 4.500 theatres were 
tribs. Total of $2,240 in prizes will | invited to participate in this na- 
be awarded winners of the ques- tional showmanship competition, 
‘tionnaire. Part of the contest in-, but only 1,450 have taken up the 
And of this total al- 











more censorship board to pass in! meetings to open March 19 at the | which ends with “Hoys movies are Most 1,200 come from the three 


order to reach the point of coun- 
try-wide acceptance. 

Maryland blue-pencilers finally 
okayed the controversial pic this 
month, leaving Ohio as the sole 
state which has yet to nod ap- 
proval. It’s expected early effort 
will be made to cut the film to 
suit the remaining holdout. 

Winning over Maryland proved 
a dual task. After passing the pic | 
itself, the board in that state re-| 
jected proposed ads, including arte | 
work and copy referring to the 
censorship row. RKO, which is 
the distributor, agreed to with- 
draw the campaign, and so the film 
was given a license. 

Don Prince, RKO publicity chief, 
went to Baltimore from the N. Y. 
homeoffice yesterday (Tues.) to 
supervise the buildup in advance 
of the film’s Maryland preem. It 
opens at Baltimore’s Hippodrome 
on March 24. 


McCarthy Maps Trip 
To Paris on US. Pact 


John G. McCarthy, director of 
the international division of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
is now planning to visit Paris early 
in April to begin negotiations for a 
new Franco-U. S. film pact. He had 
previously hoped to get there this 
month, but arrival of a delegation 
from Italy in New York is delay- 
ing him. 





_N. Y. homeoffice. Distribs ex- 
|panded release policy and cam- 
paigns for upcoming product top 
‘the agenda. 

As set by distribution v.p. Ber- 
nard Kranze, huddles are skedded 
_for the eastern group on March 
| 19-20; midwest, 21-22; south, 23- 
24, and west, 27-28. 

Slated to address the conclaves 
are Kranze, prexy William C. Mac- 


| better than ever.” 


| major circuits and the main sub- 


sidiary groups, and slightly over 
200 from the genuine independent 
operator. 


Visa Misunderstanding ‘ That the lack of support from 
Delays 3-Man Delegation the, independents is a, disappoint. 
From Italy to U.S. Talks 


(Continued on page 16) 
Rome, March 13. 








Ballyhoo Try 


A misunderstanding over visas 





Millen, sales chief Milton Cohen, ‘reportedly is responsible for the 
ad-pub directér Howard Le Sieur, | postponement of a three-man Ital- 
treasurer David Melamed; Joseph ian film industry delegation’s de- 


Sugar, assistant to Kranze, and | parture for New York to discuss 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Andrews Sisters 
Barney Balaban 
Abe Burrows 
Helena Carter 
Lewis Cotlow 


Charles Amory, head of the ELC 
“art” film unit. 


MCA Talks RKO Release 





Music Corp. of America, which 
holds veto power on the U. S. dis- 
tribution of “Be Happy, Go Love- 
ly,” British pic in which financier 
N. Peter Rathvon las an interest, 
is talking a releasing pact with 
_RKO. MCA’s asking price for the 
U.S. rights reportedly is $1,000,000. 
| Whether the film major would en- 
iter a deal at that amount is no 
| certainty in view of domestic mar- 
| ket conditions at present. 

Film, which was recently com- 
pleted, stars Vera-Ellen, Cesar Ro- 
|mero and David Niven. MCA con- 
' tributed the stars and for this rea- 
, son has the final say on releasing 
arrangements. Rathvon, who is due 








_ McCarthy returned to his desk} back in N. Y. from London this 
in ‘New York “ovbt ‘thé “Weekend week, parti¢?pated ih francing the 
ce Wi 28a 


trohy a: vadation in PaimBéach, ‘*' 


. 


| prodti¢tions * 77) 


Deal on Brit. ‘Lovely’ 


Italo-American film relations at the 
invitation of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. Emissaries origi- 
nally were to have sailed from 
Cherbourg March 6 on the Queen 
Mary. ; 
Inasmuch as the delegates’ pro- 
posed trip is in the nature of a 
semi-official junket, the MPAA had 
smoothed the way in advance with 
the U. S. State Dept. Latter had 
instructed the U. S. Consulate here 
to make the necessary credentials 
ready, which was done. However, Europe to N. Y. 
it’s understood that One of the Michel Baert 
group members failed to take ad- Lucienne Boyer P 
vantage of the advance prepara- Jean Cabaud 
tions and applied for a visa as an Sonia Cortis 
individual. Much time was wasted Faye Emerson 
before the error was discovered, Alfred de Liagre, Jr. 
_ Welcome SIMPP Victoria de los Angeles 
Participation of the Society of Victor De Sabata 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- Kenneth N. Hargreaves 
ducers in the forthcoming Italo- Skitch Henderson 
American film agreement talks to Lucien Nachbur 
be held in New York will be wel-| Harry Novak 
comed by the ItaMan’ delegation, it | ‘Cotrelfa Otis Skinne 
’ «© «Continued on’ page 7) \‘ Joe Westrich'' 


Lester Cowan 
Vernon Duke 
Charles Friedman 
Paul Gregory 
Phil Koury 
Jerry Pickman 
Louis Phillips 
Paul Raibourn 
Anne Revere 
Forrest Tucker 
John Wayne 
Herbert J. Yates 








| appears to be a point of consider- 
| able disagreement between the two 
companies. Involved is 603,200 
shares of DuMont stock, represent- 
|ing around 25% of its outstanding 
common, held by Paramount. 

It was reported by VARIETY last 
week that a deal had been on the 
fire about six months ago for a 
' stock swap between Par and Du- 

Mont to give the film company 
| control of the three stations of the 
DuMont TV network. It was point- 
ed out that the deal for exchange 
_of 112 shares of Par for one share 
| of DuMont had been killed by re- 
|cent reversal of the stock market 
'of the relative values of the two 
| companies’ shares. 

Mortimer W. Loewi, director of 
ithe DuMont Network, this week 
strongly denied the story. “Quite 
the contrary,” he stated, “DuMont 
has sought to purchase the Para- 
interest in the DuMont 





| mount 
Corp.” 
' Spokesmen for Paramount stuck 
to their guns, however, maintaining 
| it was Par that was trying to do 
the buying. 

| “This report is false and entirely 
| without foundation,” Loewi de- 
clared. ‘Not only has no consid- 
eration been given to the sale of 
our TV stations to Paramount or 

(Continued on page 18) 


N. Y. to Europe 


Lauren Bacall 
Humphrey Bogart 
Anne Crawford 
Dixie Crosby 
John Davis 
Marquis de Cuevas 
Denholm Elliott 
Gus Eyssell 

Sir Ernest Fisk 
Georgina Hardwick 
Sol Hurok 

Oscar Karlweis 
Harry Kurnitz 
Francis Lederer 
Gordon LeMare 
Walter Macken 
Edward Mathieu 
Mrs. W. Somerset Maugham 
Borrah Minevitch 
Rose Murphy 
Gloria Nord 

J. B. Priestley 
David E. Rose 
Sam Spiegel 

Alec Waugh 

Lou Wilson 
Robert S. Wolff 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Jimmy Ames 
Lauren Bacall 
Kathy Beaumoiut 
Mort Blumenstock 
Humphrey Bogart 
Bill Corum 
Jerome Courtland 
George Cukor 
Ted R. Gamble 
Signe Hasso 
Joseph H. Hazen 
Alfred Katz _ 
Peggy Maley . 
~Tony Martin 
Johnny Mercer 
Frank Mullen 
Fred Packard 
Luise Rainer 
Marjorie Reynolds 
George J. Schaefer 
Margaret Sheridan 
David Siegel 
Sam Spiegel 
Barry Sullivan 








; ‘Blénia Verduga* '"* 


Maty Wickes’ °"'' 
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N.Y. Exhibitor Committee Options 
Grand Central Palace for Film Expo 





Committee of es — 
has tied up highly-valua ale Grand | + 
Central Palace, N. Y., for an all-/ Schary Heads PCC Again 


industry film exposition for the | 
week starting next Labor Day. | 
Plans call for it to include institu- 


Hollywood, March 13. 
Dore Schary, as chairman of the 
Permanent Charities Committee of 


—+> 


§ RAWSTOCK SNAG 


. 





OEE ANGWER IN 


| 
‘ 








| Increased production schedules | 

which will be restricted to the! UA’s TV Untouched 
Same amount of rawstock as was | United Artists’ TV. depart- 
, available last year are posing a| ment, headed by John 
problem for major producers-dis-| Mitchell, is not being 

















tional and product displays, high- 


lighted by a replica of a studio | 
sound stage on which a picture ac- | 
, Numerous , 


tually will be made. 
stars, writers, directors and techni- 
cians are expected to make per- 
sonal appearances. 

Scheme is the one okayed by the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 


zations last November for its spon- 
sorship. Move to get it under way, 
however, is being undertaken by 


New York exhibs chairmanned by 
Century Circuit operator Fred 
Schwartz, who also heads the 
COMPO exposition committee. 
There's full expectation that the 
New York show will become a 
COMPO project. However, be- 


cause of the intricate protocol ne- | 


cessitated by intra-organizational 
problems in the all-industry public 


relations outfit, Manhattan expo-| 


sition is not being labeled a 
COMPO project as yet. 

That will take place if and when 
exec v.p. Arthur L. Mayer gets ap- 
proval of the idea from COMPO’s 
10 constituent organizations. He 
sent out a telegraphic request last 
week for an okay to proceed with 
the arrangements. 

Thus, meantime, a session called 
for tomorrow (Thars.) to discuss 
plans for the exposition is being 
carefully identified as strictly an 
affair of the exhibs involved. Meet- 
ing will be held in Paramount’s 


(Continued on page 16) 


Special Sales Unit To 
Handle 11 Imports In 
Easing ELC Schedule 





the Motion Picture Industry, raised 
| $1,200,000 in 1951 campaign. As 
a result, he will hold the same 
office in the 1952 drive, starting 
'next autumn. 

| Other PCC officers for the com- 
ing year are: Lew C. Helm, presi- 
|dent; Steve Broidy, veepee; Regis 
'Toomey, secretary, and Marvin A. 
_Ezzell, treasurer. 


SCTOA Defers 
COMPO to Work 





Hollywood, March 13. 


Council of Motion Picture Or-' 


ganizations suffered a severe set- 
back this week as the powerful 


| Southern California Theatre Own-. 


ers Agssn., sparked by Charles P. 
| Skouras, declined to approve 
| changes in format of the all-indus- 
‘try public relation body at this 
time. Unit, which is an affiliate 
_of Theatre Owners of America, de- 
|clared it’s giving all precedence to 
| intra-trade business practices and 
i will not consider COMPO until 
these are settled. 

SCTOA balk left in doubt the 
position of all of TOA regarding 
COMPO. TOA is free to indorse 


On Trade ‘Ills’ 


'tributors. Answer appears to be 
in a reduction in the number of 
prints of each picture. 
| Twentieth-Fox has been mull- 
\ing problem for the last two 
{months and has come up with a 
: gimmick which execs believe will 
‘solve the riddle. Company plans 
/a 25° cutback in processing of re- 
_lease prints, but, to offset a short- 
‘age, feature releases will be held 
' back in two sales divisions. Under- 
‘stood that the two divisions are 
the central and southern. 
Product will be released first in 
the other divisions and _ then 
moved to the later-run areas. This 
is expected to relieve print short- 
ages and assure exhibitors in all 
| territories of having their booked 
pictures delivered for their ad- 
vertised dates. Holdback in the 
| delayed-run divisions will be about 
|four weeks. 
| Saturation bookings also are re- 
lieving print shortages. Blanket- 
‘runs of top product in selected 
|areas result in quick liquidation 
in the early runs and make plenty 
‘of prints available for the subse- 
| quents. Twentieth found this to be 
(Continued on page 14) 





Allentown Drive-In, 
Winner in Test Suit, 
Snares ‘Samson’ Bid 





Boulevard drive-in theatre, near | 
| Allentown, Pa., has outbit competi- | 


that all of its member groups go Paramount's “Samson and Delilah.” 
along. 'Deal is reported to be first of major 

Only other regional exhib outfit | importance since Judge William 
that is a holdout at this time, is "Kirkpatrick, in Philadelphia U. S. 
|Eastern Pennsylvania Allied, a District Court, ruled last November 





the industry org only on condition | tive indoor houses for first-run of | 


Eagle Lion Classics, as a means| branch of Allied States Assn. How- 
of sharply reducing its crowded | ever, this unit has intimated it has 
general release sked, has removed not closed the door on COMPO 
11 imports from the lineup. Pix! permanently, instead may recon- 
will be handled by a special new! sider entering the industry org’s 
Sales unit under Charles Amory (Continued on page 16) 
which will concern itself exclu- 
sively to licensing product to “art” 


anda arcten-language theatres) $12,723,190 WORLD 
C. MacMillen SALES FOR U QU ARTER 


Prexy William 
long since has recognized the firm 
had too heavy a volume of product Washington, March 13. 
and set out to make adjustments. Universal report filed with the 
It's said he figures the new depart- Securities and Exchange Commis- 
ment for handling special imports’ sion shows the firm’s worldwide 








will help enable sales force in the | consolidated gross sales climbed to. 
field to give greater attention to $12,723,150 in the 13 weeks ended | 


more commercially promising last Jan, 27. ; 
films. | Total for the corresponding 


Amory switched from the Mon- period last year was $12,442,000. 
roe Greenthal advertising agency a. 
couple of months ago to ELC. He: 


ayes as been supervising sales of John Balaban Mends 
After Emergency Slice 


(Continued on page 7) 
Hollywood, March 13. 


POPKIN HUDDLES WITH 








that ozoners must be given same 
film-licensing opportunities as reg- 
ular theatres. 

“Samson” will be the leadoff at- 
traction when the Boulevard opens 
its season Easter Sunday, March 
24. 

Avalan-he of demands by drive- 
ins for right to bid for exclusive 
first-runs or to split first-run prod- 
uct with closed-in theatres is begin- 





| pany exchanges as result of deci- 
(Continued on page 16) 


ing to pour into the major com- | 


touched — temporarily, at 
least—by the new Arthur B. 
Krim regime. The _ depart- 
ment is said to be the only one 
operating at a profit, so Krim 
and his associates are concen- 
trating their attention else- 
where. 

Mitchell handles sales of 
special shorts and a few fea- 
tures to tele stations. It’s 
probably that the new man- 
agement will turn attention to 
the department in an effort to 
hypo returns once other facets 
of the distrib organization are 
on a paying basis. 


UA Honors Sears 
With Sales Drive 


Named for Him 


United Artists will hold a “Grad 
Sears Sales Drive” starting April 
1 and running, for nine weeks. 
Prizes, totalling $10,000, are being 
put up by indie producers releas- 
ing through UA. 

' Sears himself will lead the drive. 

which is obviously a psychological 
as well as economic move by the 
company’s new management. Wil- 
liam J. Heineman, who took over 
just 10 days ago as UA’s distribu- 
| tion topper, succeeding Sears, is 
| credited with the idea for the cam- 
|} paign. 


| UA sales organization, both at 














With the coming of the new re- 

gime, the nature of his duties has 

been vague. ‘Naming the sales 
(Continued on page 14) 





Kill S. C. Censor Bill 
Columbia, S. C., March 13. 
Bill to create a motion picture 

censor board in Sumpter County 
{has been killed by the House of 
| Representatives. 
| Measure had passed the House 
| previously but was recalled on a 
{motion by Rep. Aycock. 








Hollywood, March 13. 
The Southern California Theatre 





§. Cal. Exhibs to DC Huddles 
With D. of J. on ‘Inequities 


| Justice and film companies will be 
‘sought. Old schedule tossed out of 


the homeoffice and in the field, - 


holds Sears in great affection. 


Owners Assn. committee will meet , court which ruled clearances could 
‘with H. Graham Morison, Assistant | not be fixed on admission prices. 
| Attorney General in charge of the | Exhibs’ belief it possible to work 


UA, COL ON RELEAS 


Indie producer Harry Popkin, 
long identified with United Artists, 


has spent the entire past week in’ 


huddles with both UA and Colum- 
bia regarding distribution of his 
upcoming product. 

Producer screened his latest 
completed pic, “The Well,” for both 
distribs shortly after his arrival in 
N. Y. from the Coast on March 5. 
He'll be heading back to Califor- 
nia at the end of this week, by 
Which time a releasing pact is ex- 
Pected to be set. 


Berman’s 2 Abroad 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Pandro Berman has two jobs 
awaiting him in Europe, where he 
Was originally assigned to produce 
Ivanhoe” for Metro on British 
ocations, 
»netere the start of “Ivanhoe.” 
wT Lan Will hop to Sicily to get 
le Light Touch” under way, 
With Richard Brogks directing: and 


Siewart Granger and Pier Angeli 
co-starring, 





“an emergency appendectomy Sun-/ April 3 to discuss inequities ham- 
day’ (11) in La Casita Hospital, In- | pering exhibition in southern Cali- 
| dio, Cal., is reported in good con- fornia. Date was arranged by The- 
dition |atre Owners of Ronen ; — di- 
| 1 Sullivan, an erman 
Balaban & Katz prexy was vaca- rector, Gae , 

‘tioning with his wife in La Quinta | Levy, TOA’s general counsel, nye 
when stricken, ,His son, Bill, a| SCTOA meeting decided to - . to 
private in the Air Force, flew to Washington, and to distribution 


: si heads of majors, the headaches 
his bedside from Camp Polk, La. which are pushing southern Call- 


| fornia theatres closer to the wail. 
Main points developed during 
'SCTOA session at Variety Club 





5 Directors Will Be 


Annual stockholders’ meeting Of! 4, Unnecessary and wide use of 
| Republic Pictures will be held | competitive bidding in this area. 
ane * nets ee = | A matter on Pte — be 
aan distributed last week, is sought hen h ¥ or ry otitntion 
the election of five directors. Each ama "alee y on national 
“= nig ap ag gg ar mm qj. | Scale, but at least on local level, 
Nominees to “ po They | 5° disputes now leading to courts 
ready members of te Darel TREY anu be ironed’ out wihout aa 
include F . *' action. xhibs a 
prez of Republic tr ee ‘now on file here could have been 
| tional Corp.; pa omer W. Lind, a‘ avoided with workable arbitration 
exec-veepee; . Sauer system. 
partner in the brokerage firm of "3, New zoning and, clearance 


: ‘g.; , Frederick 
| yo rig and Rep schedule for Los, Anzeles. exchanze 


\ Herbert J. Yates Suprert of Department of 
prexy . Yates. 





lic. : . -| edy. , . 
Named by Repub |rooms in Ambassador Hotel were: | °°) oe a5 ee 


more than 400 houses, including | 


John Balaban, who underwent antitrust division, in Washington out new schedule that will not be 


against court ruling. 

Other local problems on which 
relief will be sought are “break” 
‘days for local houses; long hold- 
‘overs and occasional new support- 
‘ing or top-of-bill film to pad out 
| extended run and strengthen hold- 
_ over. 
| Exhibs claimed distribs are using 
' competitive bidding as subterfuge 
| on which to build film rentals. Ses- 
‘sion was keynoted by statement, 
' “we are sick and must find a rem- 


i drive-ins, attended. Committee to 
rep SCTOA in Washington, then 
huddle with major distribution 
heads in N.Y. will be named next 
week. 

Sullivan left for Chicago and 
Washington. Levy is remaining 
here to tour the area. Both de- 
\clared conditions here are the 
, worst in the country as far as cer- 
| tain trade practices are concerned. 
| Sullivan reported TOA is pushing 
‘for. FCC, hearings an, closed chan, 
,nels for theatre-tele, and. believes 
. date will be scheduled svon. 





Sliding Scale Instead of Flat Fees 
REDUCING PRINTS Included in Revised UA Distrib Pact 


* New form of distribution con- 


tract with indie producers is being 
worked out by Arthur B. Krim 
‘group, which recently acquired con- 
.trol of United Artists. Principal 
change will be a sliding-scale for- 
mula for distribution fees, rather 
| than the flat percentages of the 
past. 

Revisions, otherwise, are  pri- 
marily pointed at giving the re- 
leasing company closer control of 
the product it handles. With the 
weakening of UA position in the 
past few years, it has been forced 
to give more and more concessions 
to producers in order to attract 
them. Kiim is now determined to 
get the reins back in the company’s 
, hands, as far as is practicable at 
the moment. 

Meantime, after announcing 10 
pix for release in the next 13 
weeks, UA toppers are going ahead 
lining up product for the “rest of 
the year. They expect waiting a 
month or so to be able to issue a 
‘release schedule for the period 
from mid-June to Dec. 31. 

Four of the films on the slate an- 
nounced this week for distribution 
between now and June 8 have been 
acquired by the new UA manage- 
ment since it took over three weeks 
ago. The other six had been con- 
_ tracted to the company but with- 
held by producers because of its 
shaky condition. Release schedule 
pretty much uses up the backlog. 

Krim and his associates, Robert 
'S. Benjamin, pub-ad chief Max E. 
Youngstein and distribution topper 
William J. Heineman, have been 
heavily occupied in looking at pix 
being offered to UA for release. A 
surprising number have seemingly 
appeared out of nowhere. 

To make UA distribution further 
attractive to indies, Krim last week 
volunteered a new setup by which 
Walter E. Heller & Co. of Chicago 
becomes fiduciary agent for pro- 
ducers’ funds, Hereafter, as film 
(Continued on page 16) 





‘Who’s on Ist’ Is New 
Game Played by ELC, 
UA on Gardner Film 


Switch of “The Men With My 
Face” to United Artists this week 
gave the distrib and Eagle Lion 
Classics the appearance of being 
headed for a feud. 

Film, which Ed Gardner pro- 
duced in Puerto Rico, originally 
|was slotted for release by ELC. 
Latter had drawn a distribution 
contract with Gardner, and only 
his lawyer’s approval was awaited 
befote signatures finalized the deal. 
That a pact with ELC was regarded 
as a foregone conclusion, it’s said, 
was shown by the fact Gardner au- 
thorized ELC prexy William C. 
MaecMillen, Jr., to formally an- 
nounce his firm would handle the 
picture. 

MaecMillen left N. Y. late last 
-week for Chicago and St. Louis 
with the understanding the Gard- 
ner deal was sewed up. Instead, 
UA president Arthur B. Krim an- 
nounced Gardner signed the UA 
‘distrib contract. 

MacMillen attended a meeting of 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad board 
of directors, of which he is a mem- 
ber. in St. Louis yesterday (Tues.) 
and will be back in N. Y. today. 
It’s figured an investigation of the 
Gardner hop to UA tops his imme- 
diate agenda. 


Krim to Coast Soon 


Arthur B. Krim, prexy of United 
Artists, is planning to head for the 
Coast from New York within the 
next couple weéks. His aim will 
be to make deals with indie pro- 
ducers to get new films for UA re- 
lease before the cameras. 

Krim considers that Point 2 of 
the immediate program he has laid 
out for UA since acquiring control 
Feb. 19. He’s now cleaning up 
Point 1, which is the rounding-up 
for UA release of as many suitable, 
pix as possible which, are already 

iin the can. 

















FILM REVIEWS 
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Bird of Paradise 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, March 12. 


Soldiers Three 
Hollywood, March 13. 


Metro release 


of Pandro S. Berman 


Miniature Reviews 


“Bird of Paradise” (Color) 


duction. Stars Stewart Granger, Wal- itati 0. 
20th-Fox release of Harmon Jones pro-| fer Pidgeon, David Niven, Robert New- pi wah Good €xploitation b 
@uction. Stars Louis Jourdan, Debra| ton; features C Cusack, Greta Gynt, outlook. 
Paget, Jeff Chandler; features Everett 


Frank Allenby, Robert Coote, Dan O’Her- 
lihy. Directed by Tay Garnett. Screen- 
play, Marguerite Roberts, Tom Reed, Mal- 
colm Stuart Boylan; suggested by Rudyard 
Kipling stories; camera, William Mellor; 
Music, Adolph Deutsch; editor, Robert J. 
Kern. Tradeshown March 7, ’51. Running 


loane, Maurice Schwartz, Jack Elam, 
ince Lei Lani, Otto Waldis, Alfred Zeis- 
ler. Written and directed by Delmer | 
Daves; camera (Technicolor), Winton C. | 
- Hoch; music, Daniele Amfitheatrof; na- | 
tive dances arranged by Iolani Lauhine; | 





editor, James B. Clark. Tradeshown | time, 91 MINS. 
March 9, ’51. Running time, 100 MINS. — 5. ', -cnibald Ackroyd. Stewart Granger 
Andre Laurence........... Louis Jourdan | Colonel Brunswick.......- Walter Pidgeon 
PY SEER e re Pen ee Tee ee Debra Paget Captain Pindenny.........-- David Niven 
po Oar rrr Jeff Chandler private Jock Sykes........ Robert Newton 
The Beachcomber......-... Everett Sloane | private Dennis Malloy....... Cyril Cusack 
cy OL re Maurice Schwartz | Crenshaw......ssssece PAs Greta Gynt 
The Trader....cccsccoesesseees Jack Elam | Colonel Groat... ..ceee «.+.Frank Allenby 
CC eee eee Prince Lei Lani! major Mercer....... cana Robert Coote 
RIOPOE.. ccccccccccccctecees Otto Waldis | Sergeant Murphy........- Dan O’Herlihy 
Van Hook... .cccccsccec vee: Alfred Zeisler | wanik Rao........ecesese: Michael Ansara 
PIS chic arhnd 0446.060:6 Mary Ann Ventura | Govind-Lal..........-.ees:: Richard Hale 
~ Chanter......... ++... David K. Bray | Major Robert Harrow..... Patrick Whyte 
Tenga’s Friend.......... Sam Monsarrat | proprietress..........+- Movita Castenada 
GENO. 5 cscs casesceues Violet Nathaniel | werchant......+-cccccoccress: Harry Lang 
Ce oS rr Solomon Pa 








. . Broad comedy handling gives 
Richard Walton Tully’s old legit “soldiers Three” a chance in the 
piece, “Bird of Paradise,” makes general market. Loosely based on 
another trip to the screen in a re- | the es ae 
: : : comes out as fairly 
furbished version. This 20th-Fox most of the time and has good 
production is interestingly unfold-| names for marquees to help its 


ed and has a beguiling charm that | playdates. 


holds the attention through a leis-| Unpromising start finds retired 
urely-told story. South Seas ro- general Walter Pidgeon in a Lon- 
mance and marriage customs pro- | don club telling how three of Her 
vide a strong peg for ballyhoo, and Majesty’s foot soldiers helped him 
the picture can be sold to attract obtain his high rank. Plot then 
a handsome boxoffice. ar ote to ae eS ee a 

Last filming of the play was in C0lonel with worries. Theres a na- 
1932 and, while Delmer Daves’ tive uprising in the making and ob- 
new version deviates from the Scure army orders keep Pidgeon 
Tully form, thc essentials of the i” the dark as to correct procedure. 
drama are still there, plus a beau-| Three scripters worked on the 
tiful Technicolor caméra job, story, but come up with nothing 
haunting island music and the use | more than a string of incidents in- 
of actual locales. All of which volving the three soldiers. Stewart 
makes for entertainment, basically | Granger, Robert Newten and Cyril 
gentle but with a number of strong Cusack. Trio’s off-limits antics, 


. dramatic moments, that will appeal |such as drunken brawling, add to | 
|the hot water in which their col- | 


- to a large section of filmgoers. 


Louis Jourdan and Debra Paget 
play the roles of the white man | >° 
and native girl originally done by | Niven. c 
Joel McCrea and Dolores del Rio | liven the film’s footage and save it 
in the 1932 release. There’s an- {fom missing altogether. 
other strong casting in Jeff Chand- There are solid chuckles to be 
ler, seen in the new character of | found in their brawl with a group 
a native who returns to his island of kilted Scotch soldiers; their ad- 
after a try at stateside living. To | venture with the bottle and an In- 
his island with him comes Jourdan. | dian sedan-chair and several other 
There the latter meets Chandler’s |fun skirmishes leading up to a 
sister, Miss Paget. It is love at|Patrol on which all lose their 
first sight, but native courting cus- | Clothes while crossing a river and 
toms must first be satisfied, as well | end up in femme outfits. Latter is 


'onel finds himself and do nothing 
ito calm the colonel’s aide, David 


Antics do, however, en- | 


“Soldiers Three” (M-G). Mild- 
ly entertaining comedy of Brit- . 
ish soldiers’ adventures in ‘In- 
dia. Good names to help b.o. 

“Lullaby of Broadway” (Mu- 
sical-Color) (WB). Topflight 
musical. Hefty b.o. potential. 

“| Can Get It For You 
Wholesale” (20th). Adult drama 
against New York’s garment 


trade. Moderate b.o. 
“The Sword of Monte 
Cristo” (Color) (20th). Routine 


costume swashbuckler for the 
more general market. 

“Oh! Susanna” (Color-Songs) 
(Rep). Routine outdoor ac- 
tioner of early-west fighting 
between Indians and cavalry. 

“Fort Savage Raiders” (Col). 
Charles Starrett in typical 
western; okay for actioner 
spots. 

“Cuban Fireball” (Songs) 
(Rep). Estelita Rodriguez in 
mild comedy for smaller fam- 
ily situation. 

“The Man From Planet X” 
(Indie). Thriller of visitor 
from another planet. Exploi- 
tation natural. 

“Night Riders of Montana” 
(Rep). Fast - paced Allan 
“Rocky” Lane saddler. 

“Abilene Trail” (Mono). Fair 
oater in Monogram’s Whip Wil- 
son series. 





| 
| 








'a solid comedy story line, deft di- 
rection by David Butler and a capa- 
ble cast. 


jects plenty of humorous _inter- 
ludes, with such solid performers 
as S. Z. Sakall, Billy DeWolfe, 
Florence Bates and Anne Triola in 
prominent featured spots. 


Film gets away from the regu- 
lar practice of injecting too many 
elaborate production numbers. In- 
stead, it displays solo and duet 
song-and-dance ‘turns by Miss Day 
and Nelson for solid reception. 





as the medicine man, who sees evil @ cinch for giggles and is indica- 

in the white man’s visit. | tive = = end 2 a 
Daves’ script and direction play | T¢2¢ned in trying to keep the foot- 

his tale along quietly and with a | 28 @live. ' 

highly romantic flavor as Miss| Even the film’s climax, in which 


Only two production numbers with 
dance ensemble backgrounds are 
inserted. One by the Day-Nelson 
|team winds up with dance in slow 
motion and unusual lighting ef- 





Paget and Jourdan first go through |2 group of 50 soldiers are trapped | fects for sock reaction, while the 


the custom of a maiden picking | by natives in an old fort, is treated 
her future husband, then experi-| broadly. Out of this incident 
ence a trial marriage to see if they |Comes the saving of the colonel’s 
are fitted to each other before the 
real ceremony takes place. After 
three months of marriage, Miss 
Paget decides she cannot have a 
child and brings Jourdan a No. 2 
wife to supply the offspring. 
While the pace is essentially 
gentle and idyllic, Daves hits 
punchy dramatic moments in some 
of the less romantic scenes. Among 
these can be counted the terror 
created by the medicine man as he 
talks to the gods; Miss Paget’s 
walk over red-hot’ coals to show 
there is nothing evil in her love 
for Jourdan; the latter’s trying| Tay Garnett’s direction tries 
visit with a white man who has | hard and manages to keep the foot- 
gone wrong. These sock scenes | age moving along a broad tine de- 
climax, of course, with the erup- | spite poorly constructed material. 
tion of the volcano, the terror and. The Pandro S. Berman production 
destruction of which can only be |has been poorly edited. Physical 
quited by human sacrifice. It’s a trappings are acceptable, being 
highly dramatic, emotional portion | mostly outdoor locations that Wil- 
of the footage when Miss. Paget |liam Mellor lenses well. The 
Says goobye to her love and plunges | Adolph Deutsch music score fits 
into the roaring volcano to save | in. 
her people. 


Much is made of bizarre native 


|job and his eventuai rise to gen- 
|eral, point around which the story 
originally started, when Granger, 
the incorrigible leader of the trio, 
|turns hero long enough to best the 
| leader of the uprising. 


Granger is very likeable in his 
comedy role, and his two cohorts, 
Newton and Cusack, do their full 
share in getting laughs. Niven also 
is good as the slightly stuffy aide 
who leads the pants-losing patrol. 
Pidgeon forgets his broad British 
bumbling occasionally, but this fits 
with general development. 





Femmes get short shrift. Greta 


Gynt has a single scene, 
customs in song and dance during |on so abrupty that it is —_ 


the footage, and they form a very | much of it hit the cutti 
beguiling part of the picture as the | floor. Movita Ceceneae tases 
story plays off. Extensive use of | slightly’ better in a brief romance 
them makes the footage quite leis- | with Granger. Frank Allenby, a 
pod * en ge be Ee —_ colonel, and Robert Coote 
uarreling wi e charm w show up we 
which it all comes over. aie _— 
Miss Paget hit a high level in 
her performance as the Princess 
Kalua. She, as well as the other 
players give their characters con- 
siderable sincerity. Miss Paget 
also wears a sarong in a manner 
that garners strict male attention. 
Jourdan is an excellent choice of 
the island visitor. as is Chandler 
as the prince. Maurice Schwartz 
(from the Yiddish Art Theatre), 2s 
the medicine man; Prince Lei Lani, 
the island chief; Mary Ann Ven-| 
tura, Chandler’s mate, are among 





Lullaby of Broadway 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 


Hollywood, March 12. 


Warner release of William Jacobs pro- 
duction. Stars Doris Day, Gene Nelson; 
features S, Z. Sakall, Billy De Wolfe, 
Gladys George, Florence Batés, Anne Tri- 
ola, Hanley Stafford, Page Cavanaugh 
Trio, the De Mattiazzis. Directed ky David 
Butler. Story and screenplay, Earl Bald- 
win; camera (Technicolor), Wilfrid 
Cline; editor, Irene Morra; musical direc- 
tion, Ray Heindorf; dances by Al White 
and Eddie Prinz; assistant a Oe — 

51. un 














Quinn. Tradeshown March 1 
ning time, 91 MINS. 











the very good native types. Ever-} mei 
ett Sloane reads well his ro'e of Son Pemueseee*** a ey 
the renegade white, and there are i SN 660080.000% 4.4 Ss. a Sakall 
briefer contributions from Jack pn ae. I, ay Pain 
Elam, Otto Waldis, Alfred Zeisler | Mrs. Hubbell.............Florence Bates 
and Solomon Pa GUOEID TINUE. .<. cvcccccccsss Anne Triola 
cigar , ° | George Ferndel.......... Hanley Stafford 
Filming in actual island locales A Specialty...../... Page Cavanaugh Trio 
adds much to the picture, and Win- | A SPCC... wc cccesess. The De Mattlazzis 





ton C. Hoch's Technicolor cameras 
do an outstanding job of captur-| “Lullaby of Broadway” is top- 
ing the South Seas flavor. Native | flight filmusical comedy with eye- 
dances by Iolani Lauhine, the mu-|and-ear entertainment certain to 
sic by Daniele Amfitheatrof, edit- | catch attention. Picture is geared 
ing, costuming and other technical | for hefty grosses and holdovers in 
credits reflect the firstrate produc- key and subsequent: datings. .. , 
tion supervision 6f Harmon Jones. | Mounted in gorgeous 
Brog. j|color, and displaying the song-and- 


Techni- | Pr 


finale is a fitting climax to a bun- 
dle of nifty entertainment. 


Most of the tunes are present 
pop standards which were hits of 
the past two decades. Miss Day 
scores with her solo song-and- 
dance routines, including “Just One 
of Those Things” and “You’re Get- 
ting to Be a Habit With Me.” She 
teams with Nelson for tune-and- 
terping of “Somebody Loves Me,” 
“I Love the Way You Say Good- 
night” and “Lullaby of Broadway.” 
Latter, a hit tune in “Gold Diggers 
of 1935,” is used for the finale in 
addition to the title. Nelson cana- 
bly dances to “Zing 
Strings of My Heart” while Gladys 
George sings two oldies, “In a 
Shanty in Old Shanty Town” and 
“Don’t Talk About Me When I’m 
Gone.” DeWolfe and Miss: Triola 
score with a comedy number, 
“You’re Dependable.” 


Story has Miss Day returning 
from several years in England to 
meet her mother, Gladys George, 
former stage headliner who hit the 
skids due to drink. Girl arrives at 
supposed mansion of her. mother, 
and is taken in tow by DeWolfe 
and Miss Triola, two at-liberty 
vaudevillians working as butler and 
maid. Sakall, elderly owner of the 
house, takes an interest in the 
girl, gets involved in ensuing com- 
plications when his wife suspects 
an affair, and finally agrees to back 
the stage musical for producer 
Hanley Stafford, who projects Miss 
Day in the lead with Nelson. 


Miss Day clicks solidly with her 
dancing, singing and performance 
generally. Nelson dances in ‘top 
form, and his song numbers are 
delivered with enthusiasm (the 
voice-dubbing job is _ excellent). 
Backed by the capable comedic 
talents of Sakall, DeWolfe, Miss 


M.| Bates and Miss Triola, and a slick 





smart script, and William Jacobs 
capably mounted the picture in all 
| departments as produces. Dance 
; directjon eby_ Al White and. Eddie 
nz provided originality in the 
presentations. Walt. 





Went the, 


*| Teddy Sherman......---- 


| behind a titlé that suggests comedy 
| rather than drama. 
| tent, selling can offset this but 
| dance talents of costars Doris Day | 


and Gene Nelson, the picture has | 


| Sanders, in the story’s unfoldment 
Earl Baldwin's script in- | ct 
|It’s the setup of an ambitious 


pooh pene ay, nee lecees. ‘ =e Lady Christiane. --.---s~ : #* Paula Corday 
au story e is stronger an ae 66066000. rry Kroeger 
"| generally injected into a filmusi- | Tei°htvoo et 3.00.0... “anys Willams 
cal. Added attractions are brief Sergeant ones ee 
and, qective specialties Hy, (Be | eau Napoli. Bao Bana 
Mattiazzis dance team. Fel pee pabcent ads i ees uanetta 
The Technicolor photography by | Hansmann 2112.2...) erane ‘Whitley 
Wilfrid Cline ranks with the best | Court Phyisician.......... onard Mudie 
of the season. David Butler di-| (nis g corti | Mls a 
rected the comedy lines and sit-| Courdelay........-------..Stevan Darre 
re to wad wears e — a ce BIN. .cccccesceces: lay 
eeping procee s at a fast clip. | Viera 
| Writer Earl Baldwin provided the | Chatelain’ 7.2°7227720°27". "tenant. eunes 
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I Can Get it for You 


Wholesale 


Hollywood, March 13. 
20th-Fox release of Sol_C. age ro- 
duction. Stars Susan Hayward, an 
Dailey, George Sanders; features Sam 
Jaffe, Randy Stuart, Marvin Ka lan, Harry 
Von Zell, Barbara Whiting, Vicki Cum- 
mings, Ross Elliott, Richard Lane, Mary 
Philips. Directed by Michael Gordon. 
Screenplay, Abraham Polonsky: adapta- 
tion, Vera Caspary; from novel by Jerome 
Weidman; camera, Milton Krasner; music, 
Sol Kaplan; editor, Robert Simpson. 
Tradeshown March 13, ’51. Running time, 
91 MINS. 
OT eer rere eer ee Susan Hayward 
...Dan_ Dailey 
PRE 45:4 6.46 04.09:06 0606604 George Sanders 


has the standard ingredients of the 
period costumer for situations out. 
side the top houses, and has been 
filmed in the new Supercinecolor 

Maurice Geraghty’s script fol. 
lows formula lines except there js 
age talk than necessary for what 
s essentially an action story. His 
direction points up a number of 
swordplay-and-chase_ scenes but 
there are not enough of these tg 
mene the picture entirely success. 
ul. 


Plot finds ‘Paula Corday a gra- 
cious lady by day but a masked 





COGDEP ...cccccccccoccsonees.-: Sam Jaffe 
Marge ....cecccecceceenes: Randy Stuart | 
Wee NOG: 4.065 bs cece os -Marvin Kaplan | 
SAVERE....cvcccccceeess Harry Von Zell | 
| ee Barsare. Whiting | 
Hermione Griggs......-.. ficki Cummings | 
PS a ares ves Pe sek cd ssed : Ross Elliott | 
BES... ocr pananosen wanes Richard Lane 
Mrs. Boyd.....< Fema mee bee see Mary Philips 
TOR. cccccnceceovcceeseeeeees Benna Bard 
DEERME. 6 2 ua 00406000060000040% Steve Geray 
Pulvermacher....ccoccccces: Charles Lane 
See dice eeg ee ak wake .. Jay Kayne 
ery Marion Marshall 
Models....... Jayne Hazard, Aline Towne 
Miss Marks........... Eda Reis Merin 
eT re ee Marjorie Hoshelle 
NUPSO .. ccccrccceccece: ... Doris Kemper 
Secretary ...ccccccces: Elizabeth Flournoy 
PRRECORGET .. ccccccceedtoces Jack P. Carr 
BGs SCOOP. cccccnetesces Tamara Shayne 
TEE GOO .cccocewectgcvecss .. Ed Max 
MOUND... +s Co cceecctesesee.s David Wolfe 
2S eee , Harry Hines 
Blondes......... -. Diana Mumby, Shirlee 


Allard, Beverly Thompson 





Background of New York’s gar-| 
ment - manufacturing sector pro-| 
vides the setting for an adult 
drama that should have moderate 
success in most of its playdates. 
It’s a well-done story, but without 
any sock gimmicks that would 
rate it above average, and it hides 





To some ex- 


solid business is not indicated. 
Uniformly excellent trouping is 

turned in by the three stars, Susan 

Hayward, Dan Dailey and George 


under Michael Gordon’s direction. 


woman who schemes her way to es- 
tablish her own business, then al- 
most throws over her partners for 
a lovenest arrangement with a 
merchant prince who can make her 
a world-renowned costume design- 
er. It has a soap-opera flavor that 
should appeal mostly to the 
femmes. 

Miss Hayward is the ambitious 
femme. She partners with Dailey, 
a hot garment salesman, and Sam 
Jaffe, an experienced production 
man, and their business grows, but 
not fast enough to satisfy the girl. | 
She meets and charms Sanders, | 
merchant prince, who offers her 
fame if she can break with her 
partners. It’s more than business 
with Dailey, who eyes Miss Hay- 
ward romantically. This provides 
some conflict when she goes for 
Sanders, but a change of heart as 
she readies to sail with him to 
Paris finds her in Dailey’s arms 
for the finale. 

As noted, the performances are 
assured and smooth, and help to 
supply a reasonable amount of in- 
terest in the Abraham Polonsky 
script, taken from Vera Caspary’s 
adaptation of the Jerome Weidman 
novel. In addition to the three 
stars, Sam Jaffe scores strongly as 
the top featured player. Marvin 
Kaplan adds some comedy as a 
hebper in the dress shop, and there 
are smaller assists from Randy 
Stuart, Harry. Von Zell, Barbara 
Whiting, Vicki Cummings, Richard 
Lane and Mary Philips. 

Sol C. Siegel’s production guid- 
ance achieves an excellent feeling 
of the garment trade and the marts 
of New York in which lady’s wear 
is born with plenty of fashions to 
please the distaffers. It has been 
expertly photographed by Milton 
Krasner, well-scored by Sol Kap- 
lan and neatly edited by Robert 
Simpson, but despite the general 
skill of all concerned only moder- 
ate entertainment results. Brog. 


The Sword of Mente 
Cristo : 


(COLOR) 


Hollywood, March 9. 
20th-Fox release of Edward L. Alperson 
roduction. Stars George Montgomery, 
aula Corday; features Berry oeger, 

William Conrad, Rhys Williams, Steve 
Brodie, Robert Warwick, David Bond, 
Lillian Bronson, Acquanetta. Written and 
directed by Maurice Geraghty; adapted 
from Alexandre Dumas novel; camera 
(Supercinecolor), Jack Greenhalgh; music, 
Raoul Kraushaar; editor. Francis D. Lyon. 
nae March 6, ’51. Running time, 





General action market -should 
find “The Sword of Monte Cristo” 
-aceeptable . fare. While. plotting 
never rises above level for this 








type of routine swashbuckler, it’ 


rider at night who attempts to aid 
the citizens of France being op- 
pressed by Berry Kroeger, minister 
to Louis Napoleon, III. She owns 
the sword of Monte Cristo and the 
key to his fabulous fortune, 
Kroeger seeks the fortune for him. 
self and to prevent Miss Corday 
from using it to finance a rebellion. 
Antagonists indulge in a number 
of chases and clashes of arms, plus 
some torture-chamber scenes, be- 
fore right is able to triumph. 


George Montgomery is almost 
lost in the footage as the captain 
of the emperor’s dragoons. He 
leads the chases and has a few 
swordplay moments but, generally, 
emphasis is on Miss Corday until 
the finale, when Montgomery gets 
wise to Kroeger’s wickedness and 
aids the heroine. Miss Corday 
looks good in color. 


Heavies played by Kroeger and 
William Conrad are stereotype, as 
are the characters handled by 
Rhys Williams, Steve Brodie, Rob- 
ert Warwick, David Bond, Lillian 
Bronson and Acquanetta. 


Physical production mounting 
given the film by Edward L. Alper- 
son is shown to decided advantage 
by the new tint process, ably 
lensed by Jack Greenhalgh. Cine- 
color has added a third color to its 
old two-color process and new 
method has decided advantages for 
feature filming. There are several 
lighting flaws in “Sword” but over- 
all effect is very good. Other tech- 
nical credits in the film are Fo gaa 

Tog. 


Oh! Susanna 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, March 9. 


Republic release of Joseph Kane pro- 
duction. Stars Rod Cameron, Adrian 
Booth, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills; fea- 
tures William Ching, Jim Davis, Wally 
Cassell, James Lydon. Directed by Kane. 
Written by Charles Marquis Warren; cam- 
era (Trucolor), Jack Marta; editor, Arthur 
Roberts; songs, Ed Harrigan, Jack Elliott. 
Previewed March 8, ’51. Running time, 
90 MINS. 


Capt. Calhoun..... eeccecce ‘Rod Cameron 
Lia Wiloon.. ..ccccocecces: Adrian Booth 
LS. Cel. UNgOl.ccccccccces Forrest Tucker 
ee Se Chill Wills 
Corporal Donlin........... William Ching 
BPR GOWAN, 6s 0 c0c'0tccsesesess: C1 DOVE 
Trooper Muro.....cccccccs: Wally Cassell 
Trumpeter Benton..........James Lydon 
Trooper ers.....ee.-Douglas Kennedy 
Trooper Riorty............Wiljiam Haade 
Lt. REEF... ..cccccccccvecs John Compton 
Capt. Worth.............- James vin 
Charlie Grass............Charles Stevens 
Jave Ledbetter..... errr e Alan Bridge 
Mrs. Worth....... eee.se-Marion Randolph 
Trooper Murray........... Marshall Reed 
pe ERA ee 


Young Wife...............Ruth Brennan 
Mary Bannon......... eee Louise Kane 





Cavalry vs. Indians is the plot 
formula used in “Oh! Susanna,” 
and it comes off on the action end, 
although falling considerably short 
in its character developments. Col- 
or and okay names will get it by 
in the general action market. 


Rod Cameron fares best in the 
cast as a cavalry captain who 
patrols the Black Hills of Dakota 
to make sure gold-rushers observe 
the terms of an Indian treaty. 
Cameron’s commanding officer, 
Forrest Tucker, doesn’t like Indi- 
ans, the treaty or his captain, so 
makes it tough to maintain daily 
patrols and peace. Character hasn’t 
enough clarity to be believable, de- 
spite Tucker’s efforts to put it 
over. Same goes for Jim Davis, 
saloon operator, who wants the 
gold strike so he can profit from 
trade, and Adrian Booth, saloon- 
singer pursued by all three males, 

Producer-director Joseph Kane 
works hard with the Charles Mar- 

uis Warren script and on the ac- 
tion end achieves considerable suc- 
cess. Set-tos between the cavalry 
and Indians, the cavalry and the 
held-back gold-rushers stir up 
movement that climaxes when the 
fort is beseiged arter Tucker has 
been decoyed out on patrol. Tucker 
and his men are massacred, but the 
Indians permit Cameron to go free 
because of his belief in the treaty. 


Miss Booth sings “Is Someone 
Lonely” while male chorus does 
the title tune and “The Regular 
Army, Oh.” Latter two score the 
best, being done to the accompani- 
ment of riding men. Chill Wills 
scores as a tough sergeant, and 


7 there is good work from William 


Ching. Wally Cassell, James Ly- 
don, Douglas Kennedy and William 
Haade as troopers. *. 


Production is nicely dressed for 
release intentions in  Trucolor. 


Jack Marta’s photography takes ad- 
vantage of the outdoor: location 
sites and the several mn a 
Tog. 


action sequences, 


Pe dain cc, ac cin iahteateidsineaiieenaaia 
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Fort Savage Raiders 

- (SONGS) 

: ia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
a Columbetars Charles Starrett; features 
miley Burnette. Directed by Ray Nazar- 
- Story, Barry Shipman; camera, Henry 
Freulich: editor, Paul Borofsky. Trade- 
ghown in N. Ys. March 9, ’51, Running 
time. 54 MINS. 


Steve Drake ’ 


The Durango Kidf ....- .Charles Starrett 








sw iley Burnette «+--+: Smiley Burnette 
Ste Michael Craydon.,....John_ Dehner 
Old CUSS .--.sseeeeeee Trevor Bardette 
Lt, James Sutter..cerees Peter Thompson 
Col. Sutter....seee ecccccccece Fred Sears 

err. cocceeicness_eOnR Cason 
sd Beck ...csccescecceeess Frank Griffin 
Col, Markhant .eseeeeeereerere: Sam Flint | 





“Fort Savage Raiders” differs | 
little trom other cowboy thrillers 
in this series. The desperadoes , 
are former soldiers escaped from | 


military jail. It should suffice in | 
locations where fast-action out-| 
doorers are popular, despite more | 
than the usual number of im- |; 
plausible scenes. | 

Story has John Dehner, Army | 
captain of post-Civil War vintage, | 
sentenced to many years In prison | 
because he had gone AWOL. He| 
kills the military guard and leads 
a band of escaped prison-mates 
(all up for murder) in a campaign 
of terrorism against the Army and 
for his own personal gain. 


There is the familiar organizing 
of a posse to bring Dehner to jus- 
tice, with Charles Starrett leading 
the expedition to halt the ex-Army 
officer's ere me 

Starrett is in his familiar west- 
ern six-shooter role. He also por- 
travs the Durango Kid, a black- 
masked. mystery rider who is al- 
ways appearing to help the cause 
of law and order. Just who he is 
in the picture or why he appears 
so mysteriously still is a mystery. 
Smiley Burnett provides the es- 
sential comedy relief and warbles 
two songs. Trevor Bardette, in the 
role of “Old Cuss,” is loud and un- 
realistic. Dehner, Peter Thomp- 
son and Fred Sears head a nice 
sunpvorting cast. 

Henry Freulich’s lensing job is 
first-rate. Wear. 


Cuban Fireball 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 7. 


Republic release of Sidney Picker pro- 
duction. Stars Estelita Rodriguez: features 
Warren Douglas, Mimi Aguglia, Leon 
Belasco, Donald MacBride, Rosa Turich, 
John Litel. Tim Ryan, Russ Vincent. Di- 
rected by William Beaudine. vy ne 
Charles E. Roberts, Jack Townley; from 
story by Roberts; camera, Reggie Lan- 
ning: songs, Jack Elliott, Aaron Gonzales, 
Julio Gutierres; editor, Tony Martinelli. 
Previewed March 6, ’51. Running time, 





78 MINS. 
Estelita Rodriguez..... Estelita Rodriguez 
Tommy Pomeroy.........Warren Douglas 
Senora Martinez... .cccccece: Mimi Aguglia 
BIONVOUN . . 60656 006000664805 Leon Belasco 
Captain Brown....ceeoe. Donald MacBride 
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Republic kicks off a new series 
of comedies starring Estelita Rodri- 
guez and designed to capture some 
of the old peppery flavor of the late 
Lupe Velez features. “Cuban Fire- 
ball” lacks the hot pepper, but will 
prove fairly satisfactory in the, 
more general family situation. | 

Miss Rodriguez has a pert per-. 
sonality and_ attractive Latin 
charms to go with a pleasant sing- 
ing voice, thus carrying off the 
Stereotype demands of the script 
nicely. More imagination in writ- 
ing and direction would have 
launched the series to better ad-| 
vantage. Best of her.four tunes are | 

‘Lost and Found” and “A Slave,” | 
by Jack Elliott, with latter's Span- 
ish version by Aaron Gonzalez. “Un 
Poquito De Tu Amor,” Latune by 
Julio Gutierres, also comes across. 

Plot has to do with Miss Rodri- 

Ruez’ adventures when she comes 





lect a $20,000,000 inheritance. Fear- 
ng wolves and fortune-hunters, she 
disguises herself as an old lady. 

lasquerade causes complications, 
resulting in police believing she is 


Rel Se OO ee ee ee Raymond Bond 
Mears..........+++.e+.++William Schallert 
The Constable ......see.ee- . Roy Engel 
J eee are Charles Davis 
SEP MERE 569 406646066008 Gilbert Fallman 
DUE 556 5540860800008. David Ormont 
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The Man From Planet X 


Hollywood, March 9. 
Independent release of Mid-Century 
Films production, produced by Aubrey 
Wisberg and Jack Pollexfen. Features 
Robert Clarke, Margaret Field, Raymond 
Bond, William Schallert, Roy Engel. Di- 
rected by Edgar Ulmer; original screen- 
play, Wisberg and Pollexfen; camera, 
John L. Russell; editor, Fred C. Feitshans, 
Jr.; music, Charles Koff. Previewed 
March 8, ’51. Running time, 70 MINS. 


BIMWPONOG 36.56.05 0.4 4840004000 Robert Clarke 
Moe. saoneseeeeee tes Margaret Field 








Natural exploitation values to be | 
found in such a story 2s ‘The Man! 
From Planet X” are backed up! 
with good entertainment, heading | 
this one for excellent returns in! 
the ballyhoo market. Film has: 
another advantage in being one of | 
the first out in the new cycle deal- 
ing with space visitors from other | 
planets. 

Aubrey Wisberg and Jack Pol- 
lexfen wrote and produced the film | 
independently and it has been sold | 
to Sherrill C. Corwin, Los Angeles | 
exhib, for distribution although | 
no regular releasing outlet has yet | 
been set. The small budget has | 
been showmanly used to obtain | 
the best thriller effects, and eco- | 
nomies are not so obvious that! 
they take away for overall good | 
results. | 

Producers -scripters lay their | 
story on a small Scottish island, | 
cut off from the mainland. Prin- | 
cipals are two scientists, the daugh- 
ter of one and a newspaperman, 


there to observe the effect of a|Monogram’s Whip Wilson series. | 2" excellent score by Joseph Kos- 


strange planet that is swinging 
close to the earth. No thought of 
a planetary invasion is in the 
minds of the observers until the 
girl accidentally sees a _ weird 
creature from out of space. 

They take the superior being in, 
try to communicate with him, but 
one of the scientists, seeing a 
chance to control the world, upsets 
the plans. The invader exercises 
his superiority and takes control 
over some villagers, the scientists 
and the girl as he schemes to guide 
in other members of his planet. 
Invasion is foiled eventually by 
the reporter, the village constable 
and forces from Scotland Yard 
after: they get out belated word of 
the menace. 

Script is inclined to be wordy | 
and more could have been made 
of the visitor from Planet X, but 
on the production and direction 
ends these shortcomings are so 
cloaked that footage plays off in 
a fast 70 minutes. Edgar Ulmer’s 
direction builds a strong mood and 
the suspense is sustained. 

Cast is mostly excellent in put- 
ting over thriller aims. Robert 
Clarke is the reporter and does a 
good job. Margaret Field is ac- 
ceptable as the girl, and Raymond 
Bond does well by his scientist 
character. William Schallert ex- 
pertly sets up the crooked scientist 
role, and Roy Engel is an intel- 
ligent Scotch constable. 

There’s an eerie feel to John L. 
Russell’s lensing of the mist- 
covered moors and atmospheric 
settings, as there is to Charles 
Koff’s music score. Editing by 
Fred C, Feitshans, Jr., is crisp. 

Brog. 


Night Riders of Montana 
Hollywood, March 6. 


Republic release of Gordon Kay produc- 
tion. Stars Allan “‘Rocky’’ Lane; features 
Chubby Johnson, Roy Barcroft, Claudia 
Barrett, Arthur Space. Myron Healey. 
Directed by Fred C. Brannon. Screenplay, 
M. Coates Webster: camera, John Mac- 
Burnie; editor, Irving M. Schoenberg; | 
music, Stanley Wilson. Previewed March 
6, ’51. Running time, 60 MINS. 


Allan “Rocky” Lane..Allan “Rocky” Lane 





stock and saves the accused stock-; who was one of Mussolini's chief : . 
man. _ ; backers but whom the war has com- Impressive Trailer 

Star lives up to his reputation as | pletely impoverished. While there 
one of screen’s better western are no dueling Montague and Cap- Tells Metro Story 
yal ~. sanene, exer ew ae | net families ‘ = romance, ‘ 

ne style, an aS they are caught up by the differ- 
pore pl z rae od better-than-av- ence pe their backsrounds. Boy, Of Coming Product 
upport portrayals. yron shot by a crazed member of the thitore w 

Healey is effective as young ranch- | girl’s family, dies in her arms in-| Pane Fe — pe lly lige: 
4 who gets in bad; Arthur Space side the studio where the film is| more new faces should find plenty 
S persuasive as rustler leader, being lensed. True to the original, | of optimistic notes in “The M-G-M 
spe Roy Barcroft as_ his gun-| she stabs herself and falls dead | Story,” Metro's trailer showing 
Pappy henchman; and Chubby ‘across his body, with the fadeout | clips from some of the feature 
Pied’ gerne’ 4 the "sheriff. | showing them silhouetted against! product it will release during the 
Claudia Barrett is in there pitch- a replica of Juliet’s tomb, which | year M-G is making the film 
a * on distaff side. ; : ; ‘is being used in the filming. | available gratis to any exhib 
M ved C. Brannon’s direction of Cast, most of whom will be new! whether a customer or not, desir- 

. Coates Webster’s fast screen-' even to the foreign film aficionados, | ing to run it. “Story” is so neat- 
play is sharp and to the point.| show the usual French regard for |} told and so im 4 ive in it 
Gordon Kay provides satisfactory {studied characterization. A oe eee eee 


: ‘ Serge | ; : 
production mounting, and John! Reggiani, as the boy, and Anouk | Promise of good pictures to come 
MacBurnie’s camera work is in-| Aimee, in the Juliet role, are a|{2t it should help boost the box- 
teresting. Whit. |handsome pair who project the | erg ~ —_ ~ pppoe’ Mg: han 
———— | tragic story for fullest impact un- | = vad hose of the entire indus- 
7 : : : ~. | try—particularly since it winds up 

Abilene Trail der Cayatte’s excellent direction. | with an institutional plug. 

Monogram release of Transwestern | Pierre Brasseur is standout as the | Running a succinct 56 minutes 
(Vincent M. Fennelly) production. Stars older man who tries to blackmail | ; thich cli f 25 «diff t 
ill. , a A : ® 2. | . ‘ ual 
play, Harry Fraser; camera, Guibert’ War. | WhO is thus responsible for ‘their | irst couple of reel 


y ; - | votes only the firs ] 

renton; editor, Richard Heermance; mu- | deaths. Louis Salou turns in a} to ae sll rd — a 
theatre Ney ant Kay, At New York |sharply-etched portrayal as the| mainder comprises a promise of 
‘31. Running time, 64 MINS "| fascist-minded father, and Marianne | jych Technicolor pictures to come, 











ee Whip Wilson | Oswald is standout as the lecherous | closing with lengthy scenes from 
EEE 54 sesevedeuek big Andy Clyde | servant who runs the household. |«Qy9 Vadis,” the highly-expensive 
4 Dawson palssewsaeae he Tommy Ferrell ‘Martine Carol, as the beauteous ‘ sda 

Mary Dawson ............,...Noel. Neill | lm star playing the actual Juliet 

EE Dennis Moore role; Marcel Dalio, as the crazy M-G-M Story 

Slavens SEG HR RARRRR RS. Marshall Reed | member of the family, and Charles Metro release of Herman 
Chuck 30.77... Mimurn Morante | Deschamps, as the film's producer,! io¢rman production. Narrated 
SEE ‘Accacsadvssendnsaie Ted Adams | round out a fine supporting cast. by Dore Schary, who is in- 
paar eiiccisssaseeee sees = a | Film is also marked by the top| troduced by Lionel Barrye- 
ee 3.25. 5+ careateeeens Lyle’ Talbot | quailty of its camera work, lighting ‘ it 





“Abilene Trail” is a fair entry in | 


Story of the cattle drives of two) 
rival ranchers is a simple one, yet | 
it has an occasional element of | 
suspense and excitement that will ! 
insure a payoff in the action mar- 
ket. Wilson proves himself amply 
stalwart in the top role and the 
supporting cast is competent. 

Wilson, a suspected hoss thief, 
and his pal, Andy Clyde, are 
helped by Tommy Farrell, who ar- | 
ranges jobs for them with his, 
rancher-father (Steve Clark). They | 
arrive in time for the annual steer | 
drive to Abilene. Before the beef 
gets to market, Wilson eliminates 
some dirty work sponsored by an | 
opposing cattleman and also clears | 
himself of the charge of thefting | 
nags. 

Chase scenes are adequate, and | 
Wilson supplies some okay fisti- | 
cuffs and six-shooting. Clyde’s 
bumbling tactics in hoodwinking. a| 
sheriff is good for laughs. Noel | 


and Lee Roberts are convincing in .W@S made, “Last Illusion,” is fairly | 


lesser roles. 


While the Harry Fraser screen- | 
play. is leavened with a generous | 


touch of “they went thataway” | 
formula, director Lewis Collins | 
manages to keep audience interest | 
from lagging. Gilbert Warren-| 


| 
the outdoor scenes. Producer | 


Vincent M. Fennelly’s production | 
values fulfill the demands of the | 
film’s intended market. Gilb. 


The Lovers of Verona 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Souvaine Selective Pictures release of 
Raymond Borderie production. Stars | 
Serge Reggiani, Anouk Aimee; features | 
Pierre Brasseur, Louis Salou. Martine | 
Carol, Marianne Oswald. Directed by An- 
dre Cayatte. Screenplay, Jacques Prevert, | 
based on original story by Cayatte; cam- 
era, Henri Alekan; music, Joseph Kosma; 
English titles, Herman G. Weinberg. 
Tradeshown N. Y., March 7, ’51. Running 
time, 90 MINS, = 
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of the recently-formed Souvaine switches to German the translation | : ren 
Selective Pictures, is “one of the is effectively provided by subtitles | Over these imports initially: “So 


His Stallion.......ccccces--ss: Black Jack ; : 
ad hy ata a ——- (In French; English Titles) 

i SUISSE. 6c i ccvooceees: 0} 
Julie Bauer si oeeeeseoces Claudia Barrett “Lovers of Verona,” first release | 
Roger Brandon..........--- Arthur Space 
Steve Bauer.........-200> cnt". Healey | 
Jim Foster.....c.ceeee:- Mor ompson | 
Gaus Wooler... .c0sss: Marshall Bradford | better postwar French _im rts. | 
aa Fo wb ese eeeeeecees ees ow gt a an ingeniously contrive and | 
Gonnons <IIITITEEEE George Chesebro | beautifully told story, in modern 
TONEY . oc ccccaceccescesceces Don Harvey! terms, of Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo 
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£oing to kill herself and the imigra- 
tion officers asking embarrassing 
questions about passports. There’s 
also a blackmail plot tossed in for 
further confusion, but eventually 
the heroine gets herself straight- 
ened out and finds real romance 
With Warren Douglas. 
. The Charles E. Roberts-Jack 
ownley screenplay is a rather 
formula affair that overplays the 
Fens, as does William Beau- 
ine’s direction. Number of the 
Scenes strike chuckles and response 
peg have been even better if 
‘clr length were shorter. 
' Douglas is satisfactory in answer- 
Na light demands of his character. 
limi Aguglia, Leon Belasco, Don- 
ald MacBride, Rosa Turich and 
ome of the others strain too hard 
or laughs. John Litel, Tim Ryan, 


Russ Vincent and Victoria Horne 
are okay 


J 


‘ Sidney Picker has given the pro- 
ction an okay look for the mar- 
te and technical contributions 
neasure UP <0' %> +1 Brog. 4 


Followers of Allan “Rocky” Lane 


series will find “Night Riders of | 


| Montana” properly up to standard 
jset by previous entries; conse- 
quently, it will do customary busi- 
ness and is particularly appropri- 
ate for Saturday matinee gun- 
toters. There’s the usual number 
of hard fights and chases, all 
beamed for audience response. 
Lane shows up this time as a 
marshal detailed to break up a 
rash of rustling. Every rancher 
but one in area around Westline 
has suffered serious losses of his 
horses by rustlers. This exception, 
a hot-headed young stockman, re- 
fuses to provide mounts for a num- 
ber of expected rangers, and when 
one of leading ranchers is kiiled 
in his presence he’s accused of the 
crime and forced to lam. Town's 
gunsmith, actually the ' rustling 
chief, uses him as a cat’s-paw in 
his nefarious operations. Day 1s 





averts an all-out attempt by rus- 
stlers to run off all the 'ranchmen’s 


4 


saved, of course, by Lane, who) 


and Juliet,” technically excellent in 


|all departments. Film ghould be a 


top grosser in art houses. 


Most of the credit for the film’s 
top quality goes to Andre Cayatte, 
who doubled as writer of the orig- 
inal story and director. His script | 
is marked by its imaginative treat-| 
ment of the Shakespearean classic. 
'Story of the two lovers, filmed 
against the authentic background 
settings of Venice and Verona, has 
all the romance and poignancy of 
the Bard’s original, and yet merges 
smoothly with its modern dress. 
Screenplay by Jacques Prevert, 
who penned the memorable “Chil- 
dren of Paradise” of several years | 
back, works the yarn neatly into, 
the film metier for a top assist. 

Story is played against the sup-! 
posed filming of the original Ro- 
meo and Juliet by an Italian pro- 
duction firm. Two lovers meet 
when they gain jobs as stand-ins 
for the stars of the production. Boy 
is a hot-headed, poor glass-blower 











d sets. There are full English 
titles by Herman G. Weinberg, and 


ma. Picture, incidentally, was 
clipped slightly for censorship rea- 
sons. Stal. 


The Last Illusion 
(GERMAN) 


Films International of America release 
of Mrs. Ad Schulberg presentation. Stars 
Fritz Kortner; features Johanna Hofer, 
Rosemary Murphy and Lina Carstens. Di- 
rected by Josef von Baky; screenplay, 
Kortner; camera, Werner Krien; music, 
George Haentzschel; English subtitles, 
Budd Schulberg. At the Little CineMet, 
N. Y. Running time, 100 MINS. 


Prof. Mauthner........... Fritz Kortner 
MANU. 46.6-5:5.04.5.64'0:65:60:40 . Johanna Hofer 
reer rere Rosemaryt Murphy 
MEINE 50:5'4-6:549-60.4005.605%5 Lina Carstens 
Ww ME: :.chakaeebieae oaae5 Ernst Schroder 
MIEN S 4 15'56:608-060090:5. 54 Paul Hoffmann 
ME 354 08654.05.05.66.66 0: Arnon Assmann 
a, eee ee Oe eee William Sinnigen 
SR arr Michael Murvhy 
OEE. a:st0ns ceeasqaecs Charles Regnier 





more. Supervisor, Frank Whit- 
beck; editors, . Laurie Vejar 
and Ira Heymann; musical 
supervision, Rudolph G. Kopp. 
Tradeshown, N. Y., March 
8, ’51. Running time, 56 
‘MINS. 





spectacle which Metro hopes to 
have ready by fall. While the 
color pix naturally represent M-G’s 
big quota of musicals, there are 
also several outdoor features in- 
volved. 

“Story,” of course, plays to the 
full Metro’s complement of estab- 
lished names, such as Clark Gable, 
Lana Turner, Fred Astaire, Spen- 
cer Tracy, etc. But the emphasis 
is undeniably on new talent, as 
evidenced by the number of un- 
familiar faces. included in a run- 
through of the company’s stars and 
featured players at the end. In 
addition to those of the more-re- 





“—— in German; Enalish Titles) 


cently established names, such as 
Ava Gardner, Howard Keel, Kath- 


\gainst a milieu of continuing|ryn Grayson, Ricardo Montalban, 
Neill is pleasantly pert in the Political conflict in the American) etc., there are also a number of 
lone femme part. Farrell, Clark |20ne of Germany. where the film/| players new to pix, such as Vic 


substantial in basic story material 


| Damone, Ezio Pinza, Monica Lewis, 
Sally Forrest, Georges Guetary, 


but is produced in drab, uninspired Leslie Caron, Debbie Reynolds, 
fashion. Import is only a_so-so| Carleton Carpenter and others. 


contender for the foreign-language | 


circuit. 


Metro production veepee Dore 


| Schary, introduced by Lionel Bar- 


With tighter writing, closer edit- | rymore, narrates thé film excellent- 
ng and crisper direction “Illu-|ly, and the entire project bears 
ton’s lensing is good, especially in| Sion” might have emerged as a the usual Metro stamp of richness 


sharp and dramatically absorbing| and quality. 
postwar | 


insight on Germany’s 


Producer Herman 
| Hoffman has wisely had his editors 


problems and the political leanings | cut sharply from one feature to 
of its advanced students. Instead,| another. While the lack of smooth 


it generates only mild interest 


| transition is evident, that same 


the screen characters often engage | factor delivers top impact for each 


in conversation pieces which are| 


slow in coming to any point. 


| of the pictures on display. 
“Story” is an extension of the 


Fritz Kortner, an accomplished | film prepared by Metro for screen- 
performer, is quiet-mannered and ing before the Theatre Owners of 


profound as the disillusioned phil- 


| osophy professor who, returning to 


his old university in 


| America.convention last November 
‘in Houston. New version cost a 


Germany | reported $150,000 to prepare. M-G 


after World War II, finds new ex-| has ordered more than 400 prints 


pressions of Nazi sympathy and 
anti-Semitism. Prominent featured 
player is an American, Rosemary 
Murphy, who is engaging but a 
shade lacking in professional pol- 
ish as a student who shows sympa- 
thetic understanding toward Kort- 
ner. Other cast members are com- 


petent although obviously of no} 


name value in the U.S. 

Kortner and Miss Murphy con- 
verse in English through portions 
of the film. When the dialog 


contributed by Budd Schulberg. 
Production, on technical grounds, 
is adequate. Gene. 














Italy Delegates 


Continued from page 4 


was disclosed yesterday (Tues.). In 
a cable to the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America the Italian group’s 
head, Eitel Monaco, said he would 
be delighted if SIMPP sat in on 
the conference. 

Monaco, who vill be accom- 
panied by Franco Penotti, head of 
the distributors’ organization, and 
Italo Gemini, chief of the exhib- 
itors’ group, will arrive in New 
York on the Queen Mary March 28. 
It’s expected that the trio will re- 








main in the U. S. until April 5) 


and perhaps longer. 

Dr. Renato Gualino, prez of the 
Producers’ Assn., will also take 
part in the sessions. He returned to 
Italy this week after attending to 
private business matters in New 





'from Verona and the girl is. the 
daughter “éf an Jtalian' nobleman, 


York, but will be back later this 
| month ‘by: plane. 3 , N : eidegel + ge 


a¢ 


/of the subject and hopes to con- 
| vince exhibs to book it as soon as 
|possible to preclude its being 
, dated. Stal. 


ELC Sales Unit 


Continued from page 5 
metropolitan area and on an ex- 
perimental basis. 

Under the new setup he takes 




















| Long at the Fair,” Jean Simmons; 
'“Blue Lamp,” Dirk Bogarde and 
_Robert Flemyng; “The Late Ed- 
wina Black,” Geraldine Fitzgerald 
and David Farrer; “Paper Gal- 
‘lows,’ Dermot Walsh,” “Taming of 
| Dorothy,” Jean Kent and Margaret 
Rutherford; “Perfect Woman,” 
Patricia Roc; “Cairo Road,” Eric 
Portman; “Golden Salamander,” 
Trevor Howard; “They Were Not 
Divided,” Ralph Clanton and Ed- 
ward Underdown; “Scott of the 
Antarctic,” John Mills, and “The 
Gay Lady,” Jean Kent and James 
Donald. 

Upping of Amor? followed two 
other promotions made by ELC 
distribution v.p. Bernard § G. 
Kranze. Clayton Eastman, who 
joined the industry as a Paramount 
booker in Albany in 1923, has been 
named eastern division manager, 
succeeding Milton E. Cohen, who, 
earlier, moved up to general sales 
manager. Eastman had been ing 
charge of the New England dis- 
trict for the firm. 

Joseph M. Sugar, head of the 
| gontract department,, Ups. to, as- 


aistent ‘to Siege 
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rh Clouts L.A.; ‘Rawhide’ Topper 


But Mild $38,000, 


‘Raton’ Sluggish 
336, Moment’ 226, ‘Affair’ 


NG 196 





Los Angeles, March 13. + 


First-runs here are hitting an 
offish trend this week despite sev- 
eral new bills, with overall total 
mild. Best in city, but not strong, 
is “Rawhide,” with about $38,000 
expected in five theatres. “Raton 
Pass” is very dull at $33,000 in 
three houses, while “Never Dull 
Moment” is only fair $22,000 in two 
spots. 

Thin $19,000 shapes for “Septem- | ¢ 
ber Affair” in two Paramount 
houses. Somewhat better is “Pre- 
historic Women” in five situations 
with $23,000 although only strong 
at the -downtown United Artists. 
Holdovers also refiect the downbeat 
which is attributed in no small 
measure to the current flu epide- 
mic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— 
“Rawhide” (20th) and “Cuban Fire- 
ball” (Rep). Mild $38,000. Last 
week, “Climb Highest Mountain” 
(20th) and “Fingerprints Don’t Lie” 
(Lip), $24,800. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 3,344; '70-$1.10) 
—‘Raton Pass” (WB). Dull $22,000. 
Last week, “Lightning Strikes 
Twice” (WB) (8 days), $24,600. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) 
Guys Named Mike” (M-G) and 
“Outlaws Texas” (Mono) (Loew’s 
onty) (2d wk-4 days). Slim $10,000. 
Last week, $20,000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 60-$1) — “Never Dull 
Moment” (RKO) and “Experiment 
Alcatraz” (RKO). Fair $22,000. 
Last week, “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(llth wk-4 days), and “Revenue 
Agent” (Col) (9th wk-4 days), 
$7,200 


(UA) 
— “Three 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—"September Affair” (Par) and 
“Missing Women” (Rep) (L. A. 
only). Thin $19,000 or near. Last 
week; “Molly” (Par) and “Quebec” 
(Par), only $9,200. 


Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 
(2,210; 1,106; 70-$1.10)—‘“Flying 
Missile” (Col) "and “Yank in Korea” 
(Col) (2d wk). Near $8,500 in 6 
days. Last week, $19,300. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1.10)— 
“Prehistoric Women” (EL) and 
“Navy Bound” (Mono). Okay 
$23,000. Last week, “Tomahawk” 
(U) and “Top Secret” (Indie) (2d 

wk-9 days), $15,600. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90) — 
“Manon” (Indie) (5th wk). Fair 
$2,000 or over. Last week, $2,700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (17th wk). 
Into 17th frame (Tues.), after nice 
$4,000 last week. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; 
$1.20)—“‘Trio” (Par) (12th wk). 
Near $3,000. Last week, okay 


$3,300. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 70-$1.10) — 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (3d 
bay Light $2,000. Last week, 


’ . 


‘Born’ Rousing $14,000, 
L’ville; ‘Tomahawk’ Hep 
12G, ‘Lightning’ NG 66 


Louisville, March 13. 


Cooler weather on | locally, 
with intermittent rains, but help- 
ing first-run situation. Out in 
front is “Born Yesterday” solid at 
State. “Tomahawk” at the Rialto 
is likewise moving at a healthy 
pace. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200;. 
45-65)-—-“Lightning Strikes Twice” 
(WB). Looks modest $6,000. Last 
week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip), 


(Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
— “Tomahawk” (U) 
“Navy Bound” (Mono). Good $12,- 
000. week, “Climb Highest 
Mountain” my and “Blue Blood” 
(Mono), $11,000 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Born Yesterday”. (Col) and 
“Beauty on Parade” (Col). Solid 
$14,000. Last week, “Kansas Raid- 
ers” (U) and “Magnificent Yankee” 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week ........ $457,200 
(Based on 17 theatres) 
Last Year ......... $518,500 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 








‘Lightning’ Hot 
$16,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 13. 
This looks like an in-and-out 
week in the Golden Triangle. 
“Lightning Strikes Twice’ got | 


holdover’ of “Steel Helmet” 
shouldn’t make the Fulton un- 
happy. Warner ought to stay in 
the black with moveover of “The 
Enforcer,” but good news stops 
there. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) (2d wk’. 
Okay at $7,000, after sock $10,000 
last week. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; _50-85)— 
“Groom Wore Spurs” (U). Mild 
$7,000 or less. Last week, ‘Call Me 


Mister” (20th), in 8 days got 
$13,000. 
Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 


“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 


(2d wk-4 days). Lean $3,500 against 
disappointing $10,500 last week. 

tanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB). 
House gave this one a Friday nite 
preem instead of waiting until fol- 
lowing day, and it helped. Smart 
$16,000, best here in some time. 


Last week, “Enforcer” (WB), 
picked up to $13,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 


“Enforcer” (WB) (m.o.). Humphrey 
Bogart starrer looks nice $6,500. 
Last week, “Gambling House” 
(WB), in 8 days $5,000. 


. 
6 ? 
Mudlark’ Sock $21,000 
1, OTe ? 
In Mont’l; ‘Lights’ 96 
Montreal, March 13. 
With all deluxers booming, 
Chaplin’s “City Lights” at Or- 
pheum and “Mudlark” at Loew’s 
shape as standouts. “Breakthrough” 
also looms solid at Princess. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“September Affair” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $13,000 following hot $20,000 
opener. 

Ca pitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Dallas” (WB). Great $18,000. Last 
week, “American Guerrilla” (20th) 
(2d wk), $10,000 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Breakthrough” (WB). Solid $15,- 
000. Last week, “Cry Danger” 
(RKO), $12,000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2, 855; 40-65) — 
“Mudlark” (20th). Sock $21,000. 
Last week, “King Solomon’s 
Mines” (M-G) (3d wk), $14,000. 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Flying Missile” (Col) and “Texan 
Meets Jane” (Col). Steady $8,000 
Last week, “Lulu Belle” (Col) and 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col), strong 


$10,500 

oligos (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) and 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard” (UA). 
Stout $9, Last week, “The 
Men” (UA) and “Gasoline Alley” 
(UA) (2d wk), $7,000. 





Snow Sloughs Seattle; _ 
‘Manhunt’ Fair $8,500 


Seattle, March 13. 

Unusual snows and slick streets 
for this time of year are making 
the boxoffice picture a dismal one 
this session. “Vengeance Valley” 
looks fairly okay at Liberty, but 
elsewhere it’s slow. “Born Yester- 
day” in seventh week is steady 
enough to hold an eighth at the 
Fifth Avenue. “Raton Pass” looms 
very slow at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90)—“Great Manhunt” (Col) and 
“Killer Stalked N. Y.” (Col). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, “Stage to 
Tucson” (Col) and ‘“Cock-Eyed 
Wonder” (Col), $7,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,- 
349: 65-90) — “Born Yesterday” 
(Col) and “My True Story” (Col). 


(7th wk). Holding up at $7,500. 
May hold again. Last week, 
$8,000. 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 





away fast. at the Stanley while | 


—‘Vengeance Valley” (M- G) and 
“Cuban Fireball” (Rep), (2d wk), 
Okay $6,500 after big $11,200 
een 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65- 
conn tesa (Par) (3d wk). Steady 
$3,000. Last week, $3,700. 
| Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 


90) — “Lightning Strikes Twice” 
(WB) and “Roeking Horse Winner” 
(U). Drab $6,000. Last week, 


(Continued on page 206) 


Philly Dull But 
‘Danger’ Fat 146 


Philadelphia, March 13. 


Pre-Easter doldrums is cutting 
into film biz here and even the 
new product failed to bolster lag- 
ging Lenten trade. “Sound of 
Fury” is disappointing with a mild 
total at the Earle. “Cry Danger’ 
appears going against the trend 
with fancy session at Goldman. 
“Three Guys Named Mike’ also 
shapes as fairly nice at Randolph 
while reissue combo, “Dodge City”- 
— City” looms fine at Stan- 
on. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Slim $6,500. Last week, $9,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (7th wk). 
Fine $11,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— 
“Sound of Fury” (UA). Quiet $12,- 
000. Last week, “Target Unknown” 
(U), $13,000 

Eox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)— 
“U.S.S. Teakettle” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fair $15,000. Last week, $23,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“Cry Danger” (RKO). Fancy 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Vengeance 
Valley” (M-G) (3d wk), big $9,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Enforcer” (WB) (2d wk). Trim 
$16,000. Last week, $24,000. ~ 

Midtown (Goldman) (1 ,000; 50-99) 

—‘"Payment on Demand” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Nifty $11,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)\—“Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G). Fine $20,000. Last week, 
sine Affair” (Par) (3d wk), 


SPoatey (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB). 
Dull $15,000. Last week, “Storm 
Warning” (WB) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Dodge City’ (WB) and “Virginia 
City” (WB) (reissues). Smash $14.- 
000. Last week, “Yank in Korea” 
(Col), $9,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“So Long at Fair” (EL) (2d wk). 
Tidy $5,000. Last week, $7,000. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (17th wk). 
Sturdy $3,000 or near. Last week, 











Cincinnati, March 13. 


“Prehistoric Women” in the Lyric, 
are doing well. 
Wore Spurs.” 


are below par. 
Estimates for This Week 





New bills are on tap at all major} di 
and | stands this canto, but only “Toma- 
hawk” at Keith’s, town topper, and 


,“Cause_ for 
Alarm,” in sluggish ‘stride at big 
Albee, is trailed closely by “Groom 
“Lightning Strikes 
Twice” and “Magnificent Yankee” 


Tomahawk’ Sharp $11,000, Cincy Ace; 
‘Yankee’ Weak 546, ‘Women Big 86 


—_ Highest Mountain” (20th), 


= (RKO) (1,400; 39-75)— 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G). Weak 
$5,500. Last week, “Vengeance 
Valley” ,(M-G) (2d wk), $5,800. 

K i (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- 
75) — “Tomahawk” (U). Smash 
$11,000. Last week, “Target Un- 
known” (U), $7,000. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,500; 39-75) —“Pre- 
historic Women” (EL) and “Two 





(M-G), $12 Albee (RKO) (3,100; 39-75)—/ Lost Worlds” (EL). Big $8,000. 
Strand (FA) (1 400; 45-65) —;| “Cause for Alarm” (M-G). Light| Last week, “Valentino” (Col) 
“Gambling House” (RKO) and | $8,500. Last week, “Payment on| (m.o.), sturdy $6,000. 
Law of Badlands” (RKO). Mild| Demand” (RKO), $11,500. Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75)— 
000. é Last week, on Capitel (Mid-States) (2 000; 39-| “Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB). 
; (Rep) and “Sunset in}75)—“Groom Wore Spurs” " (U). Gl or Dangedt $7,500. $8°500 Need” 
West” (Rep), $3,500. Fairish $7,500. Last week, “I'd! “Cry * «(RKO), $8,500 


TED 


Flu, Holdovers Clip Det.; ‘Valley’ 
Fair $21,000; Letter Dull $20,000 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... $2,102,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 205 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year........ $2,422,000 


(Based on 23 cities, and 201 
__ theatres) 


Danger Torrid 
$16,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, March 13. 


First of this season’s balmy 
weekends is taking a toll at the 
boxoffice currently. Sock sidewalk 
exploitation is boosting “Man From 
Planet X” and “Mister Universe” 
to a big session at Paramount. 
“Cry Danger” is nearly as strong 
at Golden Gate where personals 








Detroit, March 13. 


Lent and the flu are keeping biz 
at a slow pace again this week, 
“Vengeance Valley” at Michigan 
looks best of lot but only fair. 
“13th Letter” is dull at Fox. “Steel 
Helmet” is slipping in second week 
at the Palms. “Payment on De- 
mand” in third round at United 
Artists and “September Affair,” in 
second Adams round also are not 
holding so well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“13th Letter” (20th) and “My True 
Story” (Col). Dull $20,000. Last 
week, “Call Me Mister” (20th) and 
“Bowery Battalion” (Mono), 
$21,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—“‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G). 
Fair $21,000. Last week, “Born 
Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk), "$12,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and ‘ ‘Rhythm 
Inn” (Rep) (2d wk). Slipping to 
$8.000. Last week, nice $15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; '70-95)— 
“Salerno Beachhead” (Indie) and 
“Fighting Sullivans” (Indie) (reise 
sues). Slow $7,000. Last week 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G) and 
“Three Desperate Men (Mono), 


by Dick Powell and Rhonda Flem-| S4™¢ 


ing opening day paid off. “Target 
Unknown” also is smooth at Or- 
pheum. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60- 
85) — “Cry Danger” (RKO) and 
‘Massacre Hill” (Indie). Fine $16,- 
000. Last week, “Payment On 
Demand” (RKO) and “Double 
Deal” (RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) 
“Raton Pass” (WB) and “Man 
Cheated Himself” (20th). Fair $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, “13th 
Letter” (20th) and “Wicked City” 
(EL), $14,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
— “Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Off to $11,500. 
Last week, $18,000. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Man From Planet X” (Indie) and 
“Mister Universe” (EL). Big $17,- 
000. Last week, “Lightning Strikes 
Twice” (WB), fair $13,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“The Enforcer” (WB) (3d wk). 
S11 S08 $8,000. Last week, fine 

oe (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
85) — “Target Unknown” (U) and 
“Operation Disaster” (U). Fine 
$14,000. Last week, “Valentino” 
(Col) (3d wk-6 days), $7,500. 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85) — “Born Yesterday” (Col} 
(9th wk). Holding at $9,000. Last 
week, hefty $10,300. 


Stagedeor (A-R) (370: 85-$1.00)-— 
“Cyrano” (UA) (8th wk). Oa to 
$4,700. Last week, $6,500 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) —_— 
“Mad Queen” (Indie). Good $3,000. 
Last week, “Blue Angel” (Indie) 
(reissue) (3d wk), big $3,300. 


Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Blue > ag (Indie) (reissue) (4th 
wk). rim $2,500. Last week, 
33.500. - 

Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (365; $1- 
$1.20) — “Trio” (Par) (8th ‘wk). 
Down to $3,400. Last week, $3,800. 


‘Mountain’ Highest In 
Prov., 126; Target’ 106 


Providence, March 13. 
Majestic’s “I’ d Climb the High- 
est Mountain” is the town topper 
this week, with nice session. Also 
in the running are State’s “Born 
Yesterday” in its second week and 
RKO Albee’s “Target Unknown.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 





“Target Unknown” (U) and “Good Good 


Time Girl” (EL). Healthy $10,000. 
Last week, “Payment on Demand” 
(RKO) and “Law Badlands” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $7,500. 
— Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Cuban Fireball” (Rep). Very 
nice $12,000. Last week, “The En- 
forcer” (WB) and “Missing 
Women” (Rep), $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘House of Frankenstein” (In- 
die) and “House of Dracula” (In- 
die) (reissues). So-so $5,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Sullivans” (Indie) 
and “Salerno Beachhead” (Indie) 
(reissues), same. 

State (Loew) 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $12,000 after nifty $18,000 in 
first round. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65) — “Al Jennings Oklahoma” 
(Col) and “Operation X” (Col). 





agg Monday (12). Last week, 
At.Fair” (EL) and “Blue 


Lamp” (EL), weak $6,000. 


(3,200; 44-65) — | 000. 





1 


United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
—‘"‘Payment on Demand” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Looks only $6,500. Last 
week, oke $8,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)—- 
“September Affair’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $7,000. Last week, good 
$10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“Prince of Peace (Indie). Slim 
$5,000. Last week, “Mad Loves Dr. 
Goebbels” (Indie) and “Atrocities 
Gestapo” (Indie), $4,000. 


D.C. Disappointing But 
‘Mountain’ Oke $16,000; 
‘Branded’ Fast $13,000 


Washington, March 13. 

Biz is on dull side for second 
consecutive week. Wednesday 
night’s fight made a dent at box- 
Office along the mainstem, and 
weekend was generally disappoint- 
ing. “Undercover Girl” at Loew’s 
Capitol, shapes a bit sharper than 
most of the newcomers, helped by 
lure of Vic Damone on the stage. 
“Branded” at the Warner, shows 
promise. “Climb Highest Moun- 
tain” is oke at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-$0)— 
“Undercover Girl” (U) plus stage- 
show headed by Vic Damone, 
Nice $20,000, considering general 





biz slump. Last week, “Man 
Cheated Himself” (20th) plus 
vaude, $17,000. 


Dupont (Lopert) (375; 50-85) — 
“Men and Music” (20th) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Valley’ Smooth $10,000, 
Toronto; ‘Letter’ 116 


Toronto, March 13. 

With exception of “Born Yester- 
day,” still smash in its fourth week 
here, biz ranges from fair to good 
at all houses. Such action films as 
“Vengeance Valley,” ‘Missouri 
Raid” and “Right Cross” are lead- 
ing the newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 
955; 470; 698; 694; 35-57)—“Flying 
Missile” (Col) and “Short Grass 
(UA). Oke $15,000. Last week, 
“Sugarfoot” (WB) and “Tougher 
They Come” (Col), $16,000. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 1.« 
140; 38-77)—‘“Right Cross” \M-G). 
. Last week, “Prince 
of Peace” (Int) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (4th wk). 
Still smash $18,500 after last 
week’s $20,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,096; 48-67)— 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G). Nice 
$10,000. Last yee. “Watch Birdie” 
(M-G), $10,500 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 38-77) — “Magnificent Yan- 
kee” (M-GY and “That Midnight 
Kiss” (M-G). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “Call Me Mister” (20th) (3d 
wk), ,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2 ‘= ~¢ 
“13th Letter” (20th). d $11,- 
ast week, “Woman he Quese 
tion” (EL), ditto. 

Shea’s (FP) (2 386; 38-77)— 
“Great Missouri Raid” (Par). ne | 
$9,000. Last week, “Cry Danger 
(RKO), $9,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)— 
“Tomahawk” (U) (3d wk). Slipping 
to. fair $5,500 after last week's 
good $7,000. 
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Chi Blames Lent for Biz Decline: 
Redhead Good $12,000, ‘Mike’ Solid 
17G; ‘Enforcer’-Vaude Mere 236, 2d 


A 
ww 


Chicago, March 13. 
made by Lent here- 

hampering topnotch 
the — =~ 

ality of pics are rated Okay. 
va Lake, with “Three Guys 
Named Mike,” is best of new en- 
tries with solid $17,000. Redhead 
and Cowboy” and Flame of 
Stamboul” is ‘good $12,000 at 
Roosevelt. Palace, with “Cause for 
Alarm” and “Federal Man” looks 
light $11,000. _ “ a 
Chicago, with “Enforcer” and 
yaude, has thin $23,000 sighted for 
second round. “Vengeance Val- 
ley” and Debbie Reynolds in per- 
son is off to $30,000 for second 
week at Oriental. “Born Yester- 
day.” in eighth week at Woods, 
still looks brisk at $14,000. “Bed- 
time for Bonzo” appears fairish 
$10,000 in second week at Grand. 
Ziegfeld, with “Mudlark,”’ looks 
lush $7,000 in third round. Sec- 
ond round of “Target Unknown” 
and “Oh, Susanna” is mild $10,000 
at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 


Inroads 
bouts are 
poe e though 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— | 
all-vaude | 


“Enforcer” (WB) and 


show (2d wk). Light $23,000. Last 
week, $39,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) (2d wk). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) plus 
Debbie Reynolds and Carleton 
Carpenter onstage (2d wk). Down 
to $30,000. Last week, $49,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G) and 
“Federal Man” (RKO). Light 
$11,000. Last week, “Cry Danger” 
(RKO) and “Boy Indiana” (EL) (2d 
wk), $9,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) and 
“Flame of Stamboul” (Col). Good 
$12,000. Last week, “Sugarfoot” 
(WB) and “Blue Blood” (Mono) 
(2d wk), $9,500. 

Sehwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25- 
$2.40\—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (8th wk). 
Solid $11,000. Last week, $11,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G). Strong $17,000. Last week, 
“Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Yank in Korea” (Col) (2d wk), 
$11,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98)\—“‘Target Unknown” (U) and 
“Oh, Susanna” (Rep) (2d wk). Mild 
$19,000. Last w $13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (8th wk). 
a $14,000. Last week, $16,- 


World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (10th wk). firm $4,- 


. Last week, $5,000. 
, Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98) — 
Mudlark” (20th) (3d wk). Big 
$7,000. Last week, $7,500. 





Born’ Smash $16,000 In 
St. Loo; ‘Helmet’ Fine 
156, ‘Invisible Man’ 146 


» St. Louis, March 13. 

Mainstem houses ran into trouble 
Over the weekend with two days 
of almost continuous rain followed 
by sleet and snow, and then a cold 
wave Monday (12), Topping the 
new films is “Born Yesterday” 
which looks sock at the Missouri. 
Steel Helmet” also shapes fine at 
Loew s. New Abbott-Costello com- 
edy, “Meet the Invisible Man,” 
looms okay at Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
ua The Enforcer” (WB) and 
Gambling House” (RKO). Good 
$12,000. Last week, “At War With 
( ed (Par) and “Call Me Mister” 
, (4th wk), big $12,000 in 9 


In ok, F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—"Meet 
Nvisible Man” (U) and “Mister 

niverse” (EL), Looks okay $14,- 
pr Last week, “Sugarfoot” (WB) 
gee Bedtime for Bonzo” (U), $14,- 


ngloew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
‘ eel Helmet” (Lip) and “Cause 
or Alarm” (M-G). Fine $15,000. 
Mik week, “Three Guys Named 
Ga e,(M-G) and “Father’s Wild 
anc (Mono) (2d wk), $11.500. 
up lissouri (F&M): (3,500; 60-75)— 
te orn Yesterday” (Col) and “Coun- 
$165) Scotland Yard” (Col). Sock 
S 000. Last week, “Groom Wore 
Purs” (U) and “Gambling House” 
(RKO), $11,000. ‘ 
uc hubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75)— 
“Roo, Sets at Dawn” (EL) and 
tao River” (EL). Only $4,000. 


and “Cockeyed Wonder” 


Okay $4,500. (Col), 





t week, “Yank in Korea” (Col) | 500 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, Le., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 

x. 


Born’ Wham 196 | 
Leads Slow K.C. 


Kansas City, March 13. 

Town has a single standout this 
week, “Born Yesterday” at Mid- 
land with sock week and holdover 
likely. Otherwise, trade is moder- 
ate. Both Paramount and Fox 
Midwest first-run trio are going 
dual policy this week. Par is sup- 
porting “Molly” with “Quebec” but 
it looks light. “Kansas Raiders” 
is coupled with “Undercover Girl” 
in Tower-Uptown-Fairway combo 
for average _ session. Weather 
turned cold and rainy over the 
weekend. ' 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“‘Seven Days to Noon”’ (Indie). 
Only average at $3,000. Last week, 
“Blue Angel” (Indie) and “Tangier” 
(Indie) (reissues), $2,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 60-85)— 
“Next Voice” (M-G). This fills in 
for art house bookings, good $2,- 
500. Last week, “Red Shoes” (EL) 
(4th wk) wound up last 6 days 
at $1,500, pleasant. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75) 
—‘Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Revenue Agent” (Col). Great $19,- 
000 and holdover. Last ‘week, 
“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 
and “Cause for Alarm” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $7,500. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 








“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“Hunt the Man Down” (RKO). 
Moderate $8,000. Last week, 


“Sugarfoot” (WB) and “Sideshow” 
(Mono), $7,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-75)—“‘Molly” (Par) and “Que- 
bec” (Par). Temporary chauge to 
duals, light $9,000. Last week, 
“The Enforcer” (WB), good $11,000. 

Tower - Uptown-Fairway (Fox- 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 50-75) — 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Under- 
cover Girl’ (U). Average $13,000. 
Last week, “Bedtime for Bonzo” 
(U), ditto. 

Vogue (Wooten) (554; 60-85)— 
“Hamlet” (U). Here as house 
changes fr6ém_ subsequent-run to 
this artfilm date at first-run prices. 
Fairish $1,500. Last week, subse- 
quent-run. 


Buff Sluggish Albeit 
‘Mountain’ OK $14,000 


Buffalo, March 13. 
Biz is off generally here this 
session. About the best showing 
is being made by “Climb Highest 
Mountain,” which is okay at the 
Buffalo. “Molly” is only fair at 
Paramount, while “Sword of Monte 
Cristo” looms mild at Center. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 





and “Big Fix” (Indie). Okay $14,-| $8 


000. Last week, “Three Guys 
Named Mike” (M-G) and “Sierra 
Passage” (Mono), $15,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)— 
“Molly” (Par). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Lightning Strikes Twice” 
(WB) and “Three Desperate Men” 
(Lip), $10,000. 
Contes (Par) (2,100; 40-75)— 
“Sword of Monte Cristo” (20th). 
Mild $7,500. Last week, “Enforcer” 
(WB) (2d wk), okay $8,500. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Yank in Korea” (Col) and “Oper- 
ation X” (Col).. Under $10,000, 
average. Last week, “Frenchie” (U) 
and “Kangaroo Kid” (U), $8,500. 
Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40-70) 
—“Oh, Susanna” (Rep) and “Belle 
Le Grande” (Rep). Looks slow $7,- 
. Last week, “Payment on De- 
mand” (RKO) and “Cuban Fire- 
ball” (Rep), nice $12,500. 


Indpls. Biz Way Off; 
‘Enforcer’ Tepid $9,500 


Indianapolis, March 13. 

Biz is dull at firstruns here this 
Stanza, with blame split between 
Lent, televised state basketball 
tourney and what exhibs call a lack 
of major product. “Born Yester- 
day;” in holdover at Loew’s, is still 
top money film. “The Enforcer,” 
at Indiana, and “Vendetta,” at 
Circle, are only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“Vendetta” (RKO) and “Des- 


tination Murder” (RKO). Slow 
$8,000. Last week, “September 
Affair’ (Par) and “Quicksand” 
(UA), $9,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“The Enforcer’ (WB) and “Kan- 


week, “Tomahawk” (U) and ‘Eye 
Witness” (EL), stout $12,000. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— | 


“Born Yesterday” (Col). Oke $10,- 
000 in second week after sock 
$14,000 opener. 

Lyric (G-D) 
“Gambling House’ (RKO) and 
“Riders from Tucson” (Indie). Thin 
$4,000. Last week, “Prehistoric 
Women” (EL) and “Two Lost 
Worlds” (EL), $7,500. 


Payment’ Stout 
$14,500, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 13. 

Downtown takes are generally 
sluggish although “Payment on 
Demand” is fairly good at Palace. 
“Sword of Monte Cristo” also 
doing oke at Allen in- nine days 
but “Cyrano” at Lower Mall and 
“Grounds For Marriage” at State 
are droopy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Sword of Monte Cristo” (20th). 
Nice $14,500 in 9 days. Last week, 
“Flying Missile” (Col), $8,500. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
80) — “Bitter Rice’ (Indie) (12th 
wk). Catching $3,000 for 12th week 
downtown. Last week, “Wicked 
City” (EL), slow $2,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80) — 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB). 
Light $12,000. Last week, “Sun 
Sets at Dawn” (EL), $10,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (505; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA). High 
scale charge forcing localites to shy 
away; fair $4,500 in sight. House 
owners asking for readjustment on 
price. scale if run continues. Last 
week, “Bitter Rice” (Indie) (11th 
wk), $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
“Payment on Demand” (RKO). 
Extra good $14,500. Last week, 
“Call Me Mister” (20th), $13,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80) — 





“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G). 
Moderate $9,000. Last week, 
“Great Missouri Raid” (Par), 
$11,000. 


- Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
— “Groom Wore Spurs” (U). Thin 
$6,000. Last week, “Magnificent 
Yankee” (M-G), $5,000. 


‘TARGET’ SMASH 236, 
DENVER; ‘HELMET’ 206 


Denver, March 13. 

“Target Unknown” appears to 
be the leader here this week with 
nice showings in three theatres. 
“Steel Helmet” is not far behind 
in two houses. “Vengeance Valley” 
holds for a third week at the 
Broadway. “Abbott-Costello Meet 
Invisible Man” shapes strong at 
Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80)— 
“Target Unknown” (U) and “Per- 
fect Woman” (EL), day-date with 
Tabor, Webber. Smash $9,000. 
Last week, “Storm Warning” (WB) 
and “Blondie To College” (Col), 


,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500;. 40- 
80)—“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000. Holds again. 
Last week, $12,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80). 
—‘“September Affair’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
$14,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Rhythm 
Inn” (Mono), day-date with Esquire. 
Nice $17,000. Last week, “Toma- 
hawk” (U) and “Bowery Battalion” 
(Mono), big $22,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Rhythm 
Inn” (Mono), also Denver. Nice 
$3,000. Last week, “Tomahawk” 
((U} and “Bowery Battalion” 
(Mono), big $3,500 





garoo Kid” (EL). Tepid $9,500. Last | 


(1,600; 44-65) —| 


day, Broadway 
this week are unable to overcome 


tax deadline. Result is very spotty 
| business on the Street, with a ma- 


levels. 





| to business. 


The Music Hall is making the’ ahead, 
|outstanding showing with “Royal | with Ritz Bros. topping stage bill 


| jority of houses dipping to low) 
The little rain during the | “pirq of Paradise” 
last seven days was no hindrance Tony Martin heading Easter stage- 


Lent, Flu, Taxes Blooey for B’way; 
‘Wedding’ Best at Socko $142,000, 
‘14 Hours’ Only 21146, Molly’ Mild 506 


Despite several new bills and ar(RKO) and stageshow (3d wk), oka 
nice upbeat last Saturday and Sun- | ° . 
first-run theatres 


$103,000. 
| Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘13th Letter” (20th) 3d _ wk). 


the handicap of Lent, flu_and the| Holding steady at around $10,000 
proximity of the March 15 income | after mild $11,500 last round. Con- 


| tinues, with “Long Dark Hall” (EL) 
;}now set to come in soon. 

(20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)-— 
(20th) with 


Roxy 


Opens today (Wed.). In 
“U.S.S. Teakettle” (20th) 


show. 


| Wedding” anc the annual Easter | (3d wk-5 days), winding up ab- 


stageshow. As_ usual, 


ltion of the draw, with a big $142,- 


|000 in sight for the initial session. 
| “Fourteen Hours” wound up the 
first week with only $21,500, okay 
| but a disappointment after the nice 
| reviews and big ballyhoo for this 
inew Astor pic. “Molly” also is 


the stage | breviated 
| layout is credited with a major por-| stronger than 


session comparatively 


second week at 
$52,000. 


$52,000 $45,000. Second week was 


| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
| “Tomahawk” (U) (4th wk). Holding 





very steady at nearly $13,000 after 
$14,000 for third round. Continues 
another session, with “Up Front” 


taking it on the chin. Néw Para-| (U) opening March 23. 


mount film, based on the TV pro- 


stage bill, but only a mild $50,000 
looms. 


| Strand 
gram, “The Goldbergs,” is backed| “Storm Warning” 
by Nellie Lutcher, Sam Donahue | Josephine Baker topping stage- 
band end George de Witt heading | show (2d wk). Was holding up in 


(WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 


(WB) with 


great fashion until Miss Baker 
missed shows Sunday and Monday, 


The Strand also has its woes when biz went into a nosedive, 


this stanza because Josephine | Looks like nice $53,000 as a con- 


Baker missed the Sunday and Mon- 
day shows because of illness. She 
is heading the stageshow, 
business saggin very 
when she droppe 
Combo looks nice $53,000 for this, 


the second week, whereas trade | 


was headed for close to initial 
week’s figure until Sunday. 

“U.S.S. Teakettle,” with stage- 
show topped by the Ritz Bros. at 
the Roxy, held staunchly in 3-day 
third week with around $45,000 
likely. Roxy opens “Bird of Para- 
dise,” with Tony Martin heading 
the Easter stage bill, today (Wed.). 

Capitol, Mayfair, Criterion and 
Globe all are off considerably from 
the preceding weeks. “Groom 
Wore Spurs” went into the Crite- 
rion yesterday (Tues.). 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.86) | 


—‘“14 Hours” (20th) (2d wk). Initial 
week ended Monday (12) night got 
only $21,500, just okay and very 
disappointing in view of crix ap- 
praisal and big campaign. in 
ahead, “Harvey” (U) (10th wk-11 
days), nice $17,500 winding up 
highly profitable run. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (17th wk). 
The 16th round ended last night 
(Tues.) held fairly okay around 
$7,500 after $8,500 last week. Stays 
into April, with “ales of Hoff- 
mann” (Indie) opening April 4. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
— “Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G) with Georgia Gibbs, Johnny 
Long orch, others, onstage (2d-final 
wk). Down to light $32,000 in final 
round after mild $41,000 opening 
week, below hopes. “Inside 
Straight” (M-G) with Sammy Kaye 
orch, Jack Durant, 3 Arnauts on- 
stage opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
— “Groom Wore Spurs” (U). Open- 
ed Tuesday (13). In ahead, “Target 
Unknown” (U), held over 
days to snatch good $22,000 in 10 
days, over average for this house 
recently. ‘ 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
— “No Orchids Miss Blandish” 
(Indie) (3d wk). Off sharply at 
about $7,000 or less after okay 
alae last week. Stays a fourth 
wee 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
— “Dodge City” (WB) and “Vir- 
ginia City” (WB) (reissues) (3d- 
final wk). Down to less than $9,- 
000 this frame after solid $14,500 
last week. “Gambling House” 
(RKO) opens Saturday (17). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20) 
— “Three Husbands” (UA) with 
vaude. Will ‘be lucky to better 
$14,000. Last week, “Second Wom- 
an” (UA) and vaude, $15,000, no 
profit. 


— “Molly” (Par) with 
Lutcher, Sam Donahue. orch, 
George de Witt heading stage bill 
(2d-final wk). Initial frame ended 
last night (Tues.) was mild $50,000 


despite fairly good reviews for pic | 
and fact that Gertrude Berg, pic’s , 


star, made personals opening day. 
“Lemon Drop Kid” (Par), 


show, opéns March 21. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Royal 





‘eum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 


stageshow. Climbing to magnifi- 


Wedding” (M-G) with big Easter | 


| 


| 


sequence. First week was big 
$61,000. Current week’s total is 


with | predicated on Miss Baker being 
“Storm Warning” on the screen,| back to head stageshow final three 
sharply | days of week. Combo slated to 
out of the show. | hold three weeks. 


Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (23d wk). The 22d 
stanza ended Monday (12) was 
$4,000 after $4,200 for 21st week. 
Stays a couple of weeks more with 
i (RKO) coming in April 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—“‘Chance of Lifetime” 
(Indie). Opens today (Wed.). In 
ahead, “So Long At Fair” (EL) (8th 
wk), dipped to $3,200 after $4,100 
in previous week. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Seven Days To Noon” 
(Indie) (13th wk). The 12th frame 
ended Sunday (11) held up at 





with ; 
Billy Eckstine, Hugo Winterhalter’s | 
orch and chorus heading stage-. 


$4,000 after $3,900 last week. 
“Teresa” (M-G) is due in next. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)— “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(12th wk). The 11th stanza ended 
Monday (12) slipped slightly to 
$20,000, still very big for this stage 
of run. The 10th week was $22,- 
000. Stays on. 


Mpls. Winter Bops B.0.; 
Tomahawk’ Terrif 106, 
‘13th Letter’ Mild 76 


Minneapolis, March 13. 

Two blizzards within three days, 
more storms, deep snow, almost 
impassable streets and sidewalks 
and 15 below zero weather tell the 
boxoffice story, abominable condi- 
tions sloughing grosses. Income 
tax payment time, state as well as 
federal, plus Lent and Shriner 
circus and “Mister Roberts” legiter 
complete current sad story. It all 
makes for tough sledding for such 
major newcomers as “Three Guys 
Named Mike,” “Trio,” “13th 
Letter,” “‘Tomahawk” and “Kansas 
Raiders.” Best of lot looks to be 
“Tomahawk,”- with remarkable 
total, breaking house records Sat- 
urday-Sunday, with patrons stand- 
ing in snowstorm to get seats. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) (m.o.), 
Very good $6,000. Last week, 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G), $3,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“Kansas Raider” W). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, “At War With Army” 
(Par) (4th wk), fine $4,700. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Tomahawk” (U). Highly regarded 
action film soaring to terrific $10,- 
000, despite snowstorm. Last week, 
“Operation Pacific” (WB) (3d wk), 





+ Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) | $3,000 
Nellie | 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G). 
Oke $11,000. Last week, “Call Me 
Mister” (20th), $10,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) and 
“Under Gun” (U). Both pix liked 
| but only light $5,000. Last week, 
“Cry Danger’ (RKO), $6,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Yank in Korea” (Col) and “Emer- 





| gency Wedding” (Col). Sad $4,500. 


Last week, “Payment on Demand” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $4,200. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)— 
“13th Letter” (20th). Fair $7,000. 


“Sugarfoot” (WB) and “Hue and | cent $142,000. Holding indef. Last Last week. “Great Missouri Raid” 
(Continued on page 20) 





week, “Payment on Demand”! (Par), $6,000. 
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"You can say positively that MG-Ms exploitation 
tie-ups behind my picture'FATHERS LITTLE DIVIDEND’ 
are the greatest in industry annals! This means that 

apart from other advertising, those tie-ups have a 
readership of 670,000,000. Now lets go 
over to the next page for the details!" 
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AN EXTRA 


DIVIDEND! 


Tie your playdate of M-G-M’s "FATHER’S LITTLE DIVIDEND” to these 
never before equalled promotions with 670,000,000 readers: 





QUALITY BAKERS OF AMERICA 
(Sunbeam Bread) _ 


Over 2,000 Billboards (24 sheets) 
Advertisements in 500 daily newspapers 
Over 4,000 3-sheets 
2,000 Super posters 
4,000 De Luxe posters 
‘* 25,000 Store posters 
‘ 6,000,000 End labels 
—And thousands more postcards, but- 
tons, market basket cards, etc. 


Your Readership 150,000,000 
oe 




















LIBBY’S BABY FOODS ‘ 





Nationwide contest based on picture 
and promoted full blast via the following: 


Newspaper ads in 85 cities—mini- 
mum of three insertions of 1,000 
and 800 lines in major papers. 


National Magazine advertising — full 
pages in: 
Modern Romances - Parents’ 
True Confessions - Woman's Day 
Today’s Woman .« Living - Ebony 


Full pages in “baby” magazines: 
Baby Talk . Baby Post 


Baby Care Manual. Congratulations 
My Baby & Young Years | 


Special editorial coverage of contest int 


Modern Romances 
Modern Screen 


Radio credits for the picture—on the 
“Modern Romances” program, ABC 
Network 


Direct Mail—sent by Libby’s to 400,000 
new mothers 


—Plus truck posters, newsstand cards, 
point-of-sale displays, grocery store 
shelf setups, window streamers, 
entry-blank tear-off pads and other 
media handled by 900 Libby sales- 
men nationwide. ; 


Your Readership 120,000,000 
® 

















MAX FACTOR _ 





Full-page four-color ads in: 
Ladies’ Home Journal - McCall's 
Woman’s Home Companion 
Glamour . Mademoiselle 

Today’s Woman - True Story 
Seventeen .« Photoplay 

True Confessions « Modern Screen 
Screen Stories 


Your Readership 60,000,000 








- LUX TOILET SOAP — 


Full-page ads in: 
Ladies’ Home Journal - McCall’s 
Woman’s Home Companion 
Motion Pictures - Movie Story 
Modern Screen - Screen Stories 








And 30,000 point-of-sale displays 
throughout the country 


Your Readership 50,000,000 








ASSOCIATION 





| FLORISTS TELEGRAPH DELIVER 














Valentine’s Day color ads in: 


American Magazine - Coronet 
Esquire - Saturday Evening Post 
Parade - New Yorker 


—And window display cards in florists’ 
shops nationwide 


Your Readership 45,000,000 





_AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION 
Three-month campaign by over 500. 
member companies will utilize: 


~ Dealer displays—life-size cutouts 
Full color easel-back posters 
Truck, car and counter cards 
Newspaper ad mats for gas com- 
panies and appliance dealers 
Jumbo sales tags and customer 
folders. 


Your Readership 6,000,000 


























atest Returns cessatbers 


Picture of Elizabeth Taylor and picture 
credit will appear on backs of 20 mil- 
lion Royal Dessert packages 





Same will appear in four ads in each of 
308 daily papers in 287 cities. 


Same ads will go into six top magazines: - 
Woman's Day - Family Circle — 
Everywoman’s - Western Family 
American Family - Better Living 

Special ads in large group of comic 

books. 

—Plus display material in grocery stores 

all over the country. 


Your Readership 180,000,000 








* , 
M-G-M Presents SPENCER TRACY: JOAN BENNETT » ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
in “FATHER’S LITTLE DIVIDEND” + Don Taylor - 


Billie Burke + Screen play 


3 d Streeter 
by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich + Based on characters created by Edwar 
Directed by VINCENTE MINNELLI + Produced by PANDRO S. BERM AN 














PEERLESS “STAR” PATTERNS __ 


Two woman’s-page Frag features; 
each with picture credit, in 105 Sunday 
newspapers. 


Your Readership 30,000,000 























Necklaces, earrings, etc., carried by 
25,000 stores across the country will . 
be promoted by local newspaper ads, 
window streamers and counter cards. 


Your Readership 5,000,000 





“Father’s Wittle Dividend” maternity 
dresses advertised by Lane Bryant in 
newspapers in 23 Cities. 








Additional newspaper advertising of 
dresses by independent stores elsewhere 
Window displays and counter cards in 
stores selling dresses 


Your Readership 20,000,000 


Tie-up with promotion of the famous 


“Blessed Event” Doll, will involve: 


Newspaper mats furnished to de- 
partment stores and toy dealers show 
Elizabeth Taylor holding real baby 
and the doll. 


Display card with same illustration fur- 
nished to major toy outlets, plus win- 
dow blow-ups and statement inserts. 


Your Readership 4,000,000 


EXPLOITATION TIE-UP 
READERSHIP TOTALS 
670,000,000! 














PLUS M-G-M ADVER- 


TISING READERSHIP 
OF 450,000,000! 


In addition to the tie-ups on this 
page M-G-M’s own campaign runs 
in 32 National Magazines. Plus a 
long-range teaser build-up in 150 
papers in75 cities. Plus cooperative 
playdate newspaper ads. (And un- 
counted millions reached by radio!) 
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VARIETY 


‘VARIETY’S’' LONDON OFFICE 
@ St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





ew litles for ‘Goldbergs, ‘Fury, 
‘Teakettle Spot Labels’ BO Value 


Homeoffice sales execs are be- 
coming more thorough in their ap- 
praisal of titles before turning pix 
loose as the result of three in- 
stances in recent days where films 
were called back for renaming. 


While changes in nomenclature 
are commonplace before films are 
released, the loss only is in terms 
of publicity given the original title. 
Making the switch after a pic ac- 
tually plays some theatre dates can 
have the ®ffect of confusing the 
public, obviously. Also, the initial 
bookings lose out at the boxoffice 
if the billing on the marquee 
proves itself no lure, plus the losses 
incurred in advertising. 


Paramount’s “Molly,” 20th-Fox’s 
“U. S. S. Teakettle” and Robert 
Stillman’s “Sound of Fury” com- 
prise the trio which are causing 

’ new attention focused on pic iden- 
tities. The three played a few 
dates to disappointing returns, said 
to be largely attributable to their 
labels. 

Most striking example was “‘Tea- 
kettle,”’ which drew critical acclaim 
when it opened at the Roxy the- 
atre, N. Y. Despite this, business 
was far below expectations, and it 
was felt a new title was a must. 
Film was changed to “Here Comes 
the Navy.” 


“Sound of Fury” played several 
engagements and on the basis of 
the spotty returns a change simi- 
larly was in order. New title has 
yet to be decided.” ' 


The case of “Molly,” yelept “The 
Goldbergs,” has a different twist. 
Pie, under the first title, was felt 
to be too closely identified with the 
TV program on which it was based. 
Par reasoned the public might sus- 


pect the film and the air show were amount homeoffice workers’ atti- | 


not too different from each other; 
and, after all, TV is for free. 


Film Advisory Center 
Hels Set ‘Non-Fiction’ 
Foreign Shorts in U.S. 


“Non-fiction” short films of Eu- 
ropean origin which ordinarily 





would escape attention of Ameri- | 


can distributors are now gaining 
U. S. release through the efforts 
of the Film Advisory Center. A 
non-profit organization, the Center 
was recently set up with head- 
quarters in N. Y. by Perry Miller. 
She formerly was special film con- 
sultant to the United Nations’ De- 
partment of Social Affairs. 

Out of a total of 36 screenings 
arranged by the Center, American 
distribution deals have been closed 
on six shorts. Four of the films 
were taken by Universal and its 
subsidiary, United World Films. 
This quartet was made by Jacques- 
Yves Cousteau, Chief of Undersea 
Research for the French Navy. 
They contain underwater photog- 
raphy. 

Rights to the other two shorts 
were acquired by the March of 
Time, which will handle 16m re- 
lease. Pictures are “The Sea Horse” 
and “Our Planet, the Earth.” Both 
were turned out by Jean Painleve, 
pioneer French scientific film pro- 
ducer. 

With the cooperation of Euro- 
pean film experts, Miss Miller scru- 
tinized 200 French, Italian and Bel- 
gian pix while in Europe last year. 
Of these about 50 were culled for 
submission to an American ad- 
visory board whose members in- 
cluded Robert Flaherty, among 
others. Results of the screenings 
for the board were turned over to 
some 23 distribs. 

When U. S. film companies ex- 
pressed an interest in various sub- 
jects, the expense of special screen- 
ings were assumed by the distribs 
themselves. As Miss Miller point- 
ed out last week, the Center 
neither distributes nor publicly ex- 
hibits any pictures itself. 


Picture Names Sked 


‘Blood Donor Party’ 


Hollywood, March 13. 

‘Something different in Holly- 
wood night life is slated for April 
9 at the Cocoanut Grove, a “Blood 
Donor Party,” during which film 
personalities will deliver their red 
corpuscles to the Red Cross. 

Party, sponsored by the Ambas- 
sador Hotel and Bob Calhoun, oil- 
man, will be covered from all an- 
gles, including newspapers, maga- 
zines, radio and television, 





USO AND HCC READY 
TO COMBINE EFFORTS 


Hollywood, March 13. 
First step toward mobilizing 
show business for entertainment of 
the armed forces was taken at a 





a 
ww 


Producer Rose On 


Inde producer David E. Rose left 


for London Sunday (11) to com- 
plete his seventh N. Y.-London 
round trip in the past 12 months. 
He’ll be back in the States in two 
weeks. 


Rose is head of Coronado Pro- 
ductions, Inc., and Corgnado Pro- 
ductions, Ltd. U. S. firm provides 
| the necessary dollars for this film- 
| making and the British counterpart 
‘puts up sterling. Producer lenses 
/his pix in_ sterling. areas for 
economy reasons, but employs 
American writers, directors and 
stars, thus requiring the American 
currency in financing. 

Rose’s latest pic is “Circle of 
Danger,” costarring Ray Milland 
and Patricia Roc, and set for re- 
'\lease by Eagle Lion Classics on 
|March 22. His next pic will be a 
'South Seas yarn from the book, 
|“Saturday’s Island,” with Linda 
| Darnell in the lead. Shooting be- 
| gins June 1 in Jamaica, BWI. 


| 


NLRB Gets Par's 
Whitecollar Tiff 


Screen Office and Professional 
Employees Guild, N. Y., nixed a 


| proposal Monday (12) to hold a 
| consent election tc determine Par- 











tude toward selection of a new 
| bargaining agent. SOPEG took po- 
sition that issue should go to Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, in- 
asmuch as the guild already has 
been certified as the rightful bar- 
| gaining group. 
| Majority of Paramount 
| sire to switch to Home Office Em- 
| ployes Guild, H-63, via card signa- 
| tures. Local H-63 had claimed that 
SOPEG and Screen  Publicists 
Guild had lost their identities be- 
cause of their merger into Screen 
Employees Guild. NLRB, at first, 
upheld H-63’s contention and then 
reversed decision when it was in- 
formed that SOPEG and SPG had 
not beer duly notified of H-63’s 
move for jurisdiction at Para- 
mount. 


lap for a decision as to whether 
an election should be held. 

Meanwhile, H-65 last week filed 
petition with NLRB for certifica- 
tion of union as bargaining agent 
for 20th-Fox exchange workers in 
N. Y. Union claimed it had signed 
up majority of 20th’s secretaries, 
clerks and generai office workers. 
SOPEG has been representing the 
20th-Fox branch employees. Local 
H-63 also has .oved into the N. Y. 
Metro exchange in a jurisdictional 
effort. 





Gendarmes Crack Down 


On Vienna ‘Slave’ Cafe 


Vienna, March 7. 
A minor Viennese bar, the Rigo- 
letto, which came up with a “slave 
market” gimmick to hypo general- 
ly lagging nite life biz, drew a 
slapdown from the local cops. 
Suggestive posters intimated the 


extra piquant. 


What actually took place was a 
tired sketch with a comic emcee 
lounging through a tired routine 
about an Arab maiden market. But 
afterward the female cast mem- 
bers, doubling as is usual here as 
B girls were off red to guests as 
“drinking companions” -for the 
highest bidder. Coppers took a dim 
view of this outspoken variant of 
what was going on here and in 
many other joints anyhow and 
clamped down. 


Rigoletto won a certain notoriety 
a few months ago as the scene of 
an “exclusive club” where mem- 
bers could take pix of nude models. 
That padlocked the spot for a 
while. In reporting the above, one 
Communist sheet added to its 
story: “in the U.S.A. the auction- 
| ing of slave girls in night clubs is 
la common practice.” 





NY.-London Shuttle 


em- | 
_ployees, however, had indicated de- 


Issue will be tossed in NLRB’s | 


slave show would be something | 


meeting of USO Camp Shows, 
headed by Abe Lastfogel, and the 
Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 
tee, of which George Murphy is 
president. 


Attending the meeting, at which 
| both groups discussed plans for 
| pooling their efforts, were James 
Sauter, Lawrence Phillips, Ken 
Thomson, Jack Dales, Ken Car- 
penter, Claude McCue, Y. Frank 
‘ Freeman, L. K. Sidney, I. B. Korn- 
blum, Harpo Marx, Eddie Rio, 
Robert Coryel, Howard Strickling, 
Stanley Richardson, Duke Wales 
and Irving Lande. 


Minevitch Back 
To Europe for 2 
More Pix Prods. 


Borrah Minevitch, whose Har- 
monica Rascals have been touring 
without him for many seasons, is 
expanding his film production 
activities abroad now that his first, 
“Jour de Fete” (“The Big Day’’), is 
virtually set for American release. 
The showman flew back to his 
Paris home over the weekend to 
get ‘“‘Beat the Drums Slowly” into 
production in Hamburg’ under 
| Charles David’s direction. Latter 
|} is Deanna Durbin’s new husband, 
i but the songstress will not be in 
;“Drums,” which concerns five 
| Street musicians. 








CEA Note to BOT Reveals Row 
Between Exhibs and 


BFPA Setup 





BBC Finds Titling Of 
Pix for TV No Good 


London, March 13. 


With the bulk of the British and 
| Hollywood output eliminated from 
| the TV field, the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. has been using a growing 
number of continental-made pix. 
But the sub-titles, when reduced to 
fit the screen of a standard home 
|receiver, became unreadable and 
\the studios were swamped with 
| complaints. 

Now the BBC has begun an ex- 
periment to dispense with sub- 
titling. It started when the Italian- 
made “Four Steps in the Clouds” 
was screened. 

The normal dialog was toned 
down to a point where it became 
virtually inaudible, and the sub- 
titles which still appeared on the 
screen were spoken by a male and 
female voice. Overall effect was 
slightly disturbing, but it was an 
advance on the normal method. 


U.S. Films Still 
Lead in Finland 


. Helsinki, March 6. 

















| 


It’s from a British book, “Bar 356 
| Sinister,” which John Paxton (who! Only 257 features were screened 


Finland has staged a steady climb 
in point of film imports in the post- 
war years according to government 
figures. There were 392 pictures 
brought in during 1950 as against 
in 1949 and 344 in 1948. 


| just did “14 ‘Hours’ for 20th-Fox! throughout 1946. Upward spiral 


| in Hollywood) scripted. Originally 
localed in London, Minevitch 
shifted it to Hamburg where that 
| international port gives it more 
| current flavor as the five musicians 
interpret a high level of interest 
in relation to world affairs. He 
will return to assemble a cast, 
probably including Walter Slezak 
and Zero Mostel among the male 


} 





quintet. The $300,000-budgeted 
film will be in both English and 
German versions. 


Another Minevitch film will be a 
shorter-budgeted French picture, 
“Les Spectacles est Promenade” 
(“Continuous Performance”), 
| localed in a Paris cinema and flash- 
ing from the screen action to the 
French family that owns the nabe 
picture theatre in a cavalcade of 
their lives. George Freedland, 
who authored, will direct with a 
Gallic cast. 


“Jour de Fete,” renamed “The 
Big Day,” which won the French 
grand prix and other European 
honors, has Jacques Tatii as its 
star. Minevitch may wait for the 
new artie in the old Lotos Club 
site (West 57th street, N. Y.) which 
the Raybond Circuit is building, 
and thus get. a double-barrelled 
premiere impetus in America. He 
has other art theatre bids, however. 











Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, March 12. 
“Blue for Boy,” His Maj’ty’s (15). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (40). 
“Consul,” Cambridge (5). 
“Count Blessings,” Wyndh’m (1). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph’nix (22). 
“Fol de Rols,” St. Martin’s (10). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp (1). 
“Gay Invalid,” Garrick (7). 
“Gay’s the Word,” Saville (4). 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (42). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (44). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (77). 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Coliseum (1). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic Pal. (52). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (1). 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Amb’ss. (13). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (29). 
“Madw’n Chaillot,” St. Jas.’s (4). 
“Man and Superman,” New (4). 
“Penny for Song,’ Haym’k’t (2). 
“Point of Departure,” York’s (11). 
“Reluctant Heros,” Wh’t’h’ll (26). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (50). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (39). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (19) 
“To Dorothy a Son,” Savoy (16). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (15). 
“Will Any G’ntl’m’n,” Strand (27), 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (203). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (37). 
OPENING THIS WEEK 
“MacAdam, Eve,” Aldwych. 
“Electra,” “Wedding,” Old Vic. 
“Seventh Veil,” Prirce’s. 
“Tread Softly,” Vaude. 





began the following year with 311 
imports. 

Bulk of the films were supplied by 
Hollywood. Last year, for example, 
280 of the imports came from the 
U. S. out of the 392 total. Ameri- 
can distributors always regarded 
Finland as a strong market. Dur- 
ing the same 12-month stretch, Rus- 
sia was the runner-up with 34 fea- 
tures. Britain furnished 20, while 
the list was rounded out with Swe- 
den, 13; France 12, and an occa- 
sional pic from Argentina, Austria 
and several other countries. 


About 16 films were banned by 
the Finnish Censorship Board last 
year. Among those barred were 
“The Red Danube” (M-G) and 
“The Conspirator,” from the same 
studio. Heave-ho on these stemmed 
from Finland’s agreement with Rus- 
rian whereby all anti-Russian mate- 
rial is suppressed. On the other 
hand no Russian pictures with anti- 
American or anti-British contents 
are permitted either. Most pix are 
turned down by the board for too 
much violence and gunplay. 


264 Films Into Portugal 
Lisbon, March 6. 


With 264 films imported into Por- 
tugal for the 1950-51 season, the 
Bank of Portugal has allotted 
enough dollars for payment on Hol- 
lywood product brought in, and 
producers of the other foreign pix 
were also paid in full as usual. 
U. S. provided 156 features for the 
local market. 





Britain ranked next with 27; 


films; France, 18; Italy, 22; Spain; 
13; Mexico, 5; Argentina, 4, and 
Germany, 1. Meanwhile, the cinema 
section of the information office 
has distributed about $118,000 in 
subsidies for domestic production. 
Four features and eight document- 
aries were made with this coin in 
Lisbon studios. About the same 
amount looms for 1951. 


Hallmark of England 
Talks U.S.-Brit. Deal 


Hollywood, March 13. 


Joint American-British film pro- 
duction deal for an as-yet untitled 
picture is being worked out with 
Hallmark Productions of England 
by Independent Artists, Rosalind 
Russell-Fred Brisson indie. 


Brisson would function as prod- 
ucer, supplying shooting script, one 
or two top star names and director. 
Hallmark would assume production 
costs for lensing exteriors in Spain 
and interiors in London. Brisson 








would get Western Hemisphere 
rights. 
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London, March 13. 


The bad blood existing between 
exhibitors and producers, engen- 
dered by the British Film Produc. 
ers Assn. suggestion that the Board 
of Trade president should have 
powers to close a theatre for quota 
default, has been brought out into 
the open in a letter sent to Harold 
Wilson by the Cinematograph Ex. 
hibitors Assn. Accusing the BFPA 
of lacking any marked sense of 
humor, the CEA urges the BOT 
prexy to give the producers some 
moral guidance. This would be one 
way in which he could add to the 
many services he has already ren- 
dered the trade. 


Commenting on the new powers 
which the producers propose 
should be vested in the BOT, the 
CEA suggests that apparently the 
BFPA does not quarrel with Brit- 
ish justice, but that it isn’t hard 
enough. They therefore regard 
Wilson as the “suitable tyrant” to 
supply extra judicial threats 
“which producers feel may be nec- 
essary to induce exhibition of Brit- 
ish pictures that the public may 
not want to patronize. 


“Incidents such as this,” the let- 
ter adds, “stir up bad feeling be- 
tween producers and exhibitors, 
which is quite unnecessary. Any 
experienced distributor could in- 
form British producers that the 
easiest way to distribute films, es- 
pecially if of indifferent quality, is 
in cooperation with exhibitors.” 





‘Glorious Times,’ Berlin 
Hit Pic, Has Producer 
In Court Over Profits 


Berlin, March 6. 


Berlin’s most successful produc- 
tion in 1950 was “Glorious Times.” 
In a city which was once the film 
capital of Germany but which now 
produces less than 15% of the total 
German production, a _ successful 
hit should be welcome. But this 
is not the case with ‘‘Times.” 


Berlin’s film industry has been 
virtually at a standstill through 
lacking investment capital. Script 
writer Guenther Neumann and 
Comedia Pictures producer Alf 
Teichs came up with the idea that 
a low cost pic based on clippings 
from eld newsreels, silent pix, and 
the like, woven together into a 
humorous, satirical stcry of those 
“glorious times” would make a nice 
profit. 

Idea was so good it was not diffi- 
cult to interest a finance group in 
a 25% of the cost investment. The 
finance group advanced $3,500 but 
declined further payments until 
Teichs put up his appropriate 
share. Teichs was unable to do 
this but finally persuaded a third 
party to invest some $50,000 with- 
out informing the other parties 
concerned. Three days before the 
preem of “Glorious Times” Teichs 
borrowed some more money on the 
picture to be used in litigation over 
his German-Italian pic, “Camorra.” 


Although “Times” was not the 
biggest money-maker in Berlin last 
year, it attracted larger audiences 
than any other German pic shown 
here during the last few years. The 
film grossed over $750,000. 


The legal disputes over the pic 
are not only numerous but also 
complex. First, Harold Lloyd filed 
a claim via his lawyer for that por- 
tion of his pic “Safety First,” which 
was used without prior approval. 
Scripter Guenther Neumann is sue 
ing for salary; he never received 
any money. Third, the original 
backers, the Dr. Sk-R outfit, were 
never reimbursed and claim they 
still own 25% of the pic. In the 
meantime, Teichs states that all 
rights to the film have been turned 
over to a Hamburg bank. 


Lesser, Poe Rep Scheftel 


Producers Representatives, Inc, 
headed by Irving Lesser and Sey- 
mour Poe, were named distribution 
reps last week for Stuart Scheftel. 
He recently completed production 
in England of “The Late Edwina 
Black,”’ adapted from the London 
and Broadway. legiter, which is the 
—o Lesser and Poe will han- 

e. 

Deal with a distrib is now being 
worked out. Pic stars Geraldine 
Fitzgerald, Scheftel’s wife, and 
David Farrar. 
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Revival of Last Year's Hit Shows 
Blamed for Arg. Legit Biz Decline 


Buenos Aires, March 6. + 





The summer legitimate theatre | 
boxoffice is shoWing a big drop cur- | 
rently as compared with the corre- 
sponding time last year, despite 
the fact that it is virtually the only 
entertainment now available. Main | 


Israel Symph U. S. Tour 
_ Made into 12-Min. Film 


Part of the current U. S. tour! 


ACT May Buy Pix Shares 


- London, March 6. 
A motion urging the union to 
buy a nominal number of shares in 
each of the major British compa- 
nies is to be debated at the annual 
conference of the Assn. of Cine & 
Allied Technicians. 





plan to stockholders. ACT thinks 
the organization’s policy for taking 
| Over idle studios and the compul- 
sory acquisition of 250 theatres to 


It is felt that in this way union | 
spokesmen will be able to sell its | 


Big Increase in Exhib Defaults 
| Tabs 407, Brit. Quota Sad Failure 


British Studio Worker 5 ‘ The scmilitat Ottats ot tes 13. ™ 
Would Reject U.S. Jobs 


 meesiee film quota, which operated 
London, March 6. 





reason for such lack of theatre en- of the Israel Philharmonic Orches- 
tertainment, of course, stems from | tra has been made into a 12-min- 


the prolonged hiatus in U. S. screen 
product, screens having been bare 
of any American pictures except- 
ing continued revival of oldies 
since early in 1949. 

Part of the legit biz decline. is 
traced to the unprecedented exodus 
ot vacationers from the city, leav- 
ing a smaller populace from which 
to draw patrons. The most severe | 


| ute documentary film by the U. S. 
, State Dept.’s International Motion 


| Shown in Israel and may be trans- 
lated into other languages. 


Picture Division. With a commen- | 
tary in Hebrew, the film will be 


Reportedly, this is the first time 
that a pic has been made of a vis- 
iting foreign orchestra by the State 
Dept. Latter will use the documen- 


drop in trade has been suffered by | tary in connection with its overseas 
companies which decided to play international information program. 
sate with revived hit shows of last | Included in the short are scenes of 
season only with different casts,|the group’s stay in Philadelphia 
and often in different theatres. as well as shots of historic interest. 


One of the most disastrous fail-| Now in its ninth week on the 
ures of this sort was the revival of | 7°24, the Israel orchestra appeared | 





| provide a State circuit might gain | 


support in this way. 


Consul’ Preem 
In Vienna Top 
Event of Year 


Vienna, March 6. 


Preem of Gian-Carlo Menotto’s 
“The Consul” in Vienna’s State 





é 


for 12 months up till last Sept. 30 
British technicians are prepared | 


| Defaults, which were almost 1,000 


higher than the previous year, were 


}is revealed in a detailed survey 
| Prepared by the Board of Trade. 
to refuse Hollywood assignments | recorded by more than half of the 
spe ge Mocs pe gM padi ee ee official re- 
a ey w ot be displacing a! turns. e ree major circuits 
local man. They have invited the | were responsible for " third of 
| International Alliance of Theatri- | the defaulters. Vhe BOT received 
= and ae ee : ‘cn a by 4,632 theatres, of 
uce a like policy for U. S. tech-!| whic came frm exhibitors 
nicians assigned to British films. | with a quota obligation. Of these, 
Proposal is made in a letter to the total defaulters were 2,335 as 
mg oo. go acd wr some Reagent = the —— year, 
' | when the quota was YO. 

of Assn. of Cine and Allied Techni- | . 
cians, which expressed regret at the | Pa ag Ray cone Sing Bayt 
rejection of a reciprocal agreement | ti PB 
between the two organizations. | porting program. With the figure 
des! dee teaieiaeen an nian | remaining at 25%, there were 2,195 
dena, ACT new Wilh decide wheth- | eatres that failed to meet their 


\Obligations. Last year’s comparative 


er to seek separate pacts with the \figure was 1,381. The number of 





“La Tendre Ennemie” at the Smart | 
theatre, with Aida Luz and Roberto | 
Airaldi replacing Elina Colomer | 
and Alberto Closas. Despite an ad- | 
mittedly good cast, the show was 
unsuccessful and the house had to 
fold. The company is now trying 


in Los Angeles, Tucson and El 
Paso last week. Before returning 


‘abroad it’s booked for final per- | 
formances at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., | 
March 18-19. Tour is presented by | 


| the American Fund for Israel In- 
| stitutions under S. Hurok manage- 


its luck in the Colon theatre at the | ment. 











summer resort of Mar del Plata, 
with summer tourist trade figured 
to help. 

The same experience was suf- 
fered by “Detective Story,” al- 
though it was the legit sensation 
of 1950 here. New cast was head- 
ed by Jose Cibrian and Ana Maria 
Campoy instead of Closas and Mal- 
vina Pastorino, but it lasted only a 
few weeks. Fate of these two shows 
is convincing showbiz here that the 
big draw is the cast rather than the 
play or author. * 


3 Britishers Who Made 
Grade in Recent Films 


Work in Powers’ ‘House’ 


London, March 6. 

Three of the principals engaged 
in filming of “The House on the 
Square,” the current 20th-Fox pro- 
duction at Denham, _ starring 
Tyrone Power, are Britishers who 
were given 
Hollywood and brought back to 
work on this picture. 

Director Roy Baker, who was 
inked for seven years after his 
work on “Operation Disaster,” 
went to Holl}wood the latter part 
of last year, but came back to do 
this film as his first assignment. 
Both Constance Smith and Michael 
Rennie, who were featured in “The 
13th Letter,” were also brought 
back especially. for this subject. 
Rennie expects to return to Holly- 
wood within the next week or two. 

On the completion of the film, 
Tyrone Power hopes to take at 
least a month’s vacation before 
going back to Hollywood and dis- 
cussing his next production, which 
may be a South American story. 


GOOD DEED PROGRAM 
FOR US.-AUSTRO NET 


Vienna, March 6. 

American sponsored Red-White- 
Red network has added another 
program which will draw many 
from the 67% listener audience in 
Austria. Austrians are always will- 
ing to give when help is wanted. 
The recent Alps avalanche proved 
this. But there is plenty of beg- 
Sing on the street and from door- 
to-door. 

RWR used this angle in its new 
program. This Good Deed morning 








half-hour show gives addresses of. 


people in need, with listeners asked 
to send gifts. 





Clergy Panel Picks 16m Pix 


Dublin, March 6. 

Treland’s film censorship does 
not differentiate between films 
Suitable for adults and children, 
but Terence J. Sheehy, manager 
of Ron Harris, a big 16m distribu- 
tion company, has gathered a panel 
of Catholic priests to cooperate 
in viewing. and grading pictures 
On his list suitable for Catholic 
Schools and adult audiences. 

Decision to introduce grading 
followed many requests from Con- 


vents and Parochial Halls using | ed 
‘sistant to Max Thorpe. managing , 


16m pix for recommendation on 
Vehicles, 


Kate Scores Hit 
On London Preem 


Opera in presence of the composer 
was one of top events of the 
musical season here. With the ex- 
ception of politically slanted Com- 
mie press, notices were enthusiastic. 
The audience which included hun- 
dreds of the local Yank colony ap- 
plauded long for the excellent cast 
plus composer Menotti who took 
many bows. But the State Depart- 
ment which has had Menotti’s 
European tour under wing of its 
U. S. Information Service was a 
little nonplussed at the disclosure, 
during a Menotti press confab that 
the young composer is not a U.S. 
citizen, but still carries an Italian 
passport after more than 20 years 





London, March 13. 


In a week marked by several | 
promising entries on the London | sorship. 


in America. Hasty conferences de- 
cided not to change Menotti spon- 


Screen Directors Guild and other | 
guilds in Hollywood. : | theatres which fulfilled the quota 





Olivier Becomes 


| their obligation. 
| The most revealing aspect of the 


ability of the three major groups 


to comply with the 40°. Whereas 


few survey was the apparent in- 
| during the 45% quota year only 


| figure of 1,874 is contrasted with 

ithe previous year’s 2,708 that met 

p itwo of the theatres operated by 

London, March 6. /|the major circuits fell down on 

Undeterred by the barrage of | their obligations, this year’s figure 

exhibitor opinion levelled at him has soared to 756. The results for 

since he took his stand with the the supporting quota showed 427 

unions in a public conference on | circuit defaulters in the 1949-50 

the film crisis, Sir Laurence Olivier | period, compared with only one in 
proposes to take a more active part the first year. 


on the labor side of the industry.; According to the BOT analysis, 
Understood he has accepted the | the average quota achieved by the 


theatrical scene, “Kiss Me, Kate,”; Even if the music and staging 
opened at the Coliseum Thursday | had not been appreciated, the 
(8) to the same tremendous recep- | theme of “Consul” strikes very close 
tion which the town has accorded | to home locally. Much more so 
in recent years to the best of | than on Broadway where it is not a 
Broadway’s musicals. Jack Hyl- | matter of life and death. Viennese 
ton’s presentation, sold out prior to and the local press are doing a lot 
ithe preem for more than three | of speculating about which coun- 
months ahead, probably will rank | try’s consulate Menotti meant in 
with the top-grossing shows for | his attack on officials. Naturally 
months to come. | the Commies said it was the US. 

It was a brilliant night for all | (it is well known here that the 
concerned—except possibly, for the | formalities attending obtaining a 





Assn. of Cine and Allied Techni- 
cians. Voting will take place at 
ACT annual conference on April 
14-15. 

| Since he became the No. 1 
spokesman for the unions, Olivier 
has won tremendous support from 
the rank and file members, many 


jlong time. His championship of 
{the underdog and his apparent de- 


of whom have been jobless for a! 


termination to stand up to the lead- | 
ers of the industry has substan-| 


nomination to be a veepee of the three circuits was 35%. When the 


| quota stood at 45% they exceeded 
| their target by showing 47.6°% Brit- 
| ish films. 

| The average return for the en- 
itire country shows that 30.4% of 
| first feature British films, and 
| 22.5% supporting pix were 
| screened in Britain’s theatres. The 
corresponding figures in the pre- 
vious year were 37% and 27%. 
Making allowances for reliefs and 
exemptions, the average quota for 
the entire country should have 


longterm pacts in, 


| hundreds of people who vainly 
| waited all night for tickets. The 
|three American stars, Patricia 
Morison, Bill Johnson and Julie 
Wilson, scored handily and got 
many curtain calls. Unanimity of 
press reaction following the tre- 
mendous barrage of advance pub- 
licity underlines the achievement. 

Preceding the ‘ Kate’”’ preem was 
the opening of ‘Count Your Bless- 
ings” at Wyndham’s Wednesday 
(7). Authored by Ronald Jeans, 


| visa at the U. S. Consulate are 
stupendous) but most viewers agree 
| with Menotti it could be almost any 
/country’s consulate. 

| He anticipated no difficulties in 
' returning to his home after a few 
more weeks in Europe. Reds dem- 


Milan where it resulted in a battle 
between Menotti backers and 
hooters led by a Commie critic. 
“But the La Scala stagehands, 
;most of them Reds, thought my 





onstrated against “The Consul” in| 


tially increased his standing. ‘been 33.6%, compared with 37° 
The solid block of unions which of the previous year. 

organized the open conference in | 

January represents the entire la- 








: ‘ ° ? 

| borite strength in the industry, | US. Majors Theatres In 

O’Brien’s National Assn. of Thea- 

| tre and Kine Employees. The con- 

vier as one of their principal as- Quota; Fi ilms Too Weak 

sets. London, March 13. 
Additional chores already map-|  )}j the big West End theatres op- 





an impecunious couple who fake 
divorce evidence to inherit a for- 
;tune, intending to remarry. Re- 
viewers scanned the _ Stanley 
| French, Ltd., production favorably 
|indicating chances of a prosperous 
|run. Joyce Redman and Naunton 
| Wayne-excel in made-to-measure 
roles supported by a fine company. 
Less likely of success is “‘Mac- 
Adam and Eve” which preemed at 
the Aldwych Monday (12) after a 
brief provincial run. A _ verbose, 
moralizing comedy, it was well re- 
ceived but lack of marquee names 
in the cast makes the piece suitable 
only for specialized audiences. Jack 
de Leon presented the Roger Mac- 
Dougall play in association with the 
Daniel Mayer Co. Among the 
| players are John Gregson, Sheila 
Latimer and John Laurie. 


COL ASSIGNS PERY 








Columbia’s foreign department 
chief, Joseph A. McConville, has 
completed a sweeping personnel 
realignment with the appointment 
of Nick Pery as European sales 
manager to serve under Lacy Kast- 
ner, general supervisor of the Con- 
tinent. Pery had been managing 
director in Australia and super- 
visor of several Far Eastern terri- 
tories. 

Leroy Brauer switches from Col’s 
European organization to succeed 
Pery in Australia. Brauer, in turn, 
is succeeded in the European post 
by Morris Goodman, who had 
been in charge of distributing for- 
eign pix in the U. S. for Col. ¢ 

William Levy, who also had been 
on the European staff, with head- 
quarters in Paris, was named as- 





director in Great Britain. 


AS KASTNER AIDE 


the play is an amusing comedy of , opera was pro-Communist,” Menot- 


/ti said. “Bureaucracy’s a lot older 
| than I am (he’s 39). My theme 
‘could be 50 years old.” 

| While in Rome, Menotti super- 
vised the filming of “The Me- 
dium.” He is now working on an 


| Italy called “The Saint of Bleecker 
| Street.” “Consul” is being done 
in Basle, Paris, Berlin, London, 
Milan and maybe Helsinki this 
‘season, Menotti reported. 


‘Folies,’ ‘Latin Quarter’ 
Both in London Clicks 


London, March 13. 

New edition of “Latin Quarter” 
| (Robert Nesbitt’s Luxury Musical 
1 of 1951), unveiled Saturday (10) at 
'the Casino, was rated by a first- 
night audience as easily the best 
revue in the series. Lavish staging 
of bigscale production numbers was 
called firstrate and fine specialty 
acts help make this the most spec- 
tacular presentation here. 

| Also placing full emphasis on 
‘the spectacular is the 1951 edition 
‘of “Folies Bergere Revue.” It will 
undoubtedly prove to be a strong 








opera about New York’s Little, 


ped out for him include addressing 
a meeting of Parliament members 
to be held in the House of Com- 
mons later this month and acting 
as a principal spokesman at-a 
forthcoming union deputation to 
Board of Trade prexy Harold Wil- 
son. : 








U.S. PRODUCT STILL 


| DOMINATES ENGLAND 


Washington, March 13. 

Hollywood continues to hold a 
dominant position in the British 
film market but good quality Eng- 
lish films are at least as well re- 
ceived by the film-going public, re- 
‘ports Nathan D. Golden, director of 
the’ motion picture-photographic 
products division of the National 
Production Authority. 

Recent poll among United King- 


of the 10 most popular pictures in 
1950, including the biggest grosser, 
came from the U. S.; remaining five 
were domestic, says Golden. Dur- 
ing the year, 386 feature pix were 
registered with the British Board 
of Trade. Of these, 74 were Brit- 


attraction during the Festival of}ish and 264 were American. 


Britain. Although lacking the spar- 

| le and humor of its predecessor, 
\this new Val Parnell and Bernard 
| Delfont production which opened 
|at the Hippodrome last Tuesday 
(6), is on the same sumptuous scale, 
| “QLatin Quarter,” presented by 
/Tom Arnold and Emile Littler, has 
| Nat Jackley in top comedy slot. 
| Leading lady is 22-year-old red- 
| head, Jean Carson. Cast also in- 
‘eludes Darvas & Julia, Parisian 
dance duo; Eileen O’Dare, Ameri- 
'ean acrobatic dancer making her 
| London debut; Bob Bromley, pup- 
, peteer; Rolly Rolls, comedy pianist; 
Dick and Dot Remy, and Choppy, 
jin a cartoon novelty. 








Buchanan Being Set 


For ‘Rhapsody’ Role 


London, March 13. 

Jack Buchanan is expected to 
, take over the role of the late Ivor 
|Novello in “King’s Rhapsody” at 
the Palace theatre. Negotiations 
are in the final stages and may be 
finalized over the weekend. 

This three-act musical was 
; written and composed by Novello, 
| who died here last Tuesday (6). He 
also had a lead role in the show. 
John Palmer, who understudied, 
has been handling the Novello 
role in the interim. 








dom exhibitors discloses that five | 


with the exception of Tom 
London Default on Brit. 
| ference organizers now regard Oli- 
;erated by American major com- 


| panies in Britatin are failing to 
,meet their quota in the first six 
months of the current quota year 
, Which ends March 31. As the 1948 
' Act stipulated that there must be 
| fulfillment in each half-yearly pe- 
riod, they will inevitably be listed 
as defaulters, 

Two West End houses, the Em- 
pire, which is the Metro shop-win- 
dow, and the London Pavilion, run 
,by United Artists, have not shown 
'a single British film in the period. 

Warners’ Leicester Square the- 

l|atre ran “The Franchise Affair’ 
{for one week only. 
|  Paramount’s Plaza currently has 
‘its first British offering, “Flesh 
,and Blood,” which opened last Fri- 
iday (9), while its other theatre, 
'the Carlton, had a three weeks 
, with “Scarlet Pimpernel,” but had 
‘to yank “The Naked Heart” after 
| five days. 
' All West End theatres controlled 
|by the J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
ition have shown more than their 
| stipulated minimum of British 
films. ~ 


Hoyt’s Launches Quiz 


Contest in Biz Drive 
Sydney, March 6. 
Hoyt’s circuit of 150 houses, un- 
der topper Ernest Turnbull, is 
| launching a nationwide film quiz to 
rope in more patrons. Fitting into 
the new scheme are 20th-Fox, War- 
ners, RKO, United Artists and 
London Films. Main theme is that 
films are better than ever. Cash 
prizes will hit the $3,000 mark. | 
Full-page ads in major dailies 
| will be utilized to boost the theme 
and over 250,000 two-color hand- 
bills will be delivered to Aussie 
homes from Sydney to Perth 











| (about the same coverage as from 


N. Y. to San Francisco). 
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Hughes Lawyer . 


Cites Evils Of 
Sale Deadline 


Howard Hughes’ attorney, Thom- 
as Slack, was still on the aggressive 
in the latest round of his continu- 
ing bout with the Department of 
Justice over RKO stock ownership. 

Slack asserted that to impose a 
deadline on sale by Hughes of his 
stock in either the RKO theatre or 


picture firms, as demanded by the 
Government, would serve only to 
“suit the unsupported whim of one 
assistant attorney-general.” 


Lawyer's blast was in the form 


of an answer to the Government | 


brief, filed last week, which insist- 
ed on a period of two years for 
Hughes to disnose of the holdings. 
In the event of no sale in that time, 


the Irving Trust Co., as trustee for | 


the theatre securities, would be 
given an edditional two years to 
swing a deal. 

Slack told the U. S. statutory 
court in N. Y. on Monday (12) that 
the Government offered no prece- 
dent which wou'd support its argu- 
ment. He added that imposing a 
stock-sale time limit would mean 
reopening the RKO antitrust con- 
sent decree, and this, he continued, 


would be in violation of the “prin- | 


cip'es of law.” 


When the Government entered 
the consent judgment it availed 
itself of numerous benefits, legalite 
said. Important among these was 
the fact the ranks of the majors 
was broken when RKO agreed to 
divorcement. 
the Government. is refusing to 
honor the RKO benefits. 

Basis of. Slack’s contention is 
that the original decree contained 
no provision for Hughes’ stock sale 
within any time period, and noth- 
ine’s happened since to watrant 

- fixing a d--ine at this time. ‘Te 
to!d the N. Y. tribunal that “noth- 
ing would he more discouraging” to 
consent settlements in future suits 
than a Government victory in the 
present RKO squabble. 


No Capital Gain | 


Continued from page 2 =: 














ments. These sums were to be 
turned over by the film company 
in 1942, °43 and ’44, as well as.15% 


of the gross in excess of a certain ' 
However, a cash payment | 


was later substituted for the per-' Republic, told the company’s stock- 


' holders 
that he sees in view licensing of 
contract with Miss. ‘ ; 
deals in the future will mean strong 
get a 40% cut from the film right , 
In 1943 he re- | 


amount. 


centage arrangement. 
40% Cut 

Shumlin’s 
-Hellman provided that he was ‘to 


sale of “Rhine.” 
ported a gross income of $61,037. 
This return also listed $29,645 as a 
long-term capitai gain. 
represented one-half of his share 


of the proceeds received by the. 


“Watch on the Rhine” company, a 
limited partnership of which the 
producer owned 90%. 

In denying 
from the Internal Revenue Bu- 


reau’s interpretation of the sale. 
money as ordinary income, Judge | 
“The characteriza-. 
tion of the petitioner’s (Shumlin) , 


Opper wrote: 


contract rights as ‘property’ con- 


tributes little to resolving whether | 


the petitioner’s arrangement with 
Warner Bros. resulted in capital 
gain or ordinary income. A legal 


right or claim can be received un- | 
der such circumstances that its fair 


market value constitutes ordinary 
income, rezardless of its character, 
as, for example, when it is the form 


ceived. And by the same token, | 


such a Claim may become income 


not when it is received, but when | 


it is converted into cash. 
“In our view the latter descrip- 


tion of the underlying events most | 


nearly conforms with the present 
record. Petitioner’s power to share 
in the proceeds of ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ was due in the first instance 
to his contribution of services as 
its producer. and the facts that a 
part of the proceeds originally took 
the form of a share in royalties for 
a license to employ the material in 
a motion picture, and that even- 
tually the petitioner received a 
lump sum in substitution, fail to 


deprive the whole transaction of 


the com- 
muted payment mercly replaces the 


that basic character 


future income with cash.” 


Now, he went on,! 


Amount | 





Burstyn Battles 


Continued from page 4 


church and state. I think the 
Supreme Court can have no alter- 
native but to accept this case as 
a basis for ending all censorship 





in the United States.” 
| Burstyn returned to New York 


yesterday after several weeks in 
Hollywood, where “The Miracle” 
is now playing at the Monica thea- 
tre. He was forced to go into the 
‘house on a four-walls basis, charg- 
ing that exhibs on the Coast had 
organized a boycott against the 
film. 

Distrib said he was uncertain as 
yet as to plans for opening the 
film elsewhere. 





No L. A. Picketing 
Los Angeles, March 13. 
Roberto Rossellini’s controversial 
picture,. “The Miracle,” opened 
here in a neighborhood house with 
a near-capacity audience, sprinkled 


with Hollywood celebs, but no pick- | 


eting or other forms of adverse 
demonstration. The LA Catholic 
Archdiocese is ignoring the pic- 
ture rather. than stir up any more 
publicity. 

Herb Bregston, Coast rep for 
Joseph Burstyn, has taken over the 
638-seat Monica theatre on a flat 
rental basis for the duration of the 


trilogy, “Ways of Love,” of which | 


“The Miracle” is a part. L. A. 
newspapers ignored the opening. 


TV About-Face 


Continued from page 3 gem 

















terial because “they cannot fill five 
or six networks with live talent.” 


Numerous’ other 
houses have stated they share the 
same opinion regarding the pic 
trade’s new big customer—TV. In 
line with this, Columbia Pictures 
is out to score a beat on the film 
industry with expansion of its video 
activities. 


sid, which heretofore made TV) 


commercial clips on film, is now 
getting underway with plans to 
lens regular entertainment for tele- 
casting. 


Regarded as another important 
means of added coin via video is 
the sale of standard pix which have 
been played out on the theatrical 
market. Film firms’ libraries are 
| stocked with thousands of such pic- 
‘tures, both shorts and features, 
which could rate as acceptable TV 
entertainment but, because of their 
vintage, would not impair theatre 
business while being telecast. 


Herbert J. Yates, president of 
in an annual statement 
pix to video and believes such 


additional income for his company. 


Taking a similar view, but with 
a different twist, was Bernard 
Giannini, film-financing v.p. of the 
Bank of America. He sees TV as 
the possible difference between 
profit and loss to the bank on mo- 
tion picture financing. 


Giannini revealed the bank is 


, undertaking to acquire TV rights 
Shumlin’s appeal , 


to all pix on which it is forced to 
foreclose. Licensing the rights to 
telecasters in some instances could 
bring enough money to bring the 
financial outfit in the black in its 
various pic deals. 


UA Honors Sears 


Continued from page 5 


drive in his honor, with the at- 
tendant banners in exchanges and 











‘the publicity hoopla, thus serves 
'a double purpose. 
in which personal services is re- 


It gives Sears 
, definite duties and advertises the 
continuity of his connection with 
the company. At the same time, 
it takes advantage of the sentiment 
and regard for him by the sales 
organization to up UA’s grosses. 

Drive will be mainly concerned 
with cleaning up playoff of pix 
which are already in release. Many 
of them have lingered on the shelf 
because of lack of stimulus due to 
the uncertain position of the dis- 
tributing company before the 
| present Arthur B. Krim syndicate 
moved in. 

Idea for the Sears drive was 
‘broached to reps of UA’s producers 
at a meeting.in New York last 
— They saw its value and 
quickly sold to their producers the 
| idea, as requested by Heineman, 
‘that they advance the $10,000 in 
| prizes. 











: | 
investment 


Screen Gems, Col sub- | 


Legion of Decency _ 
Issues Permanent 


Aside from admitting that the 
matter has been under discussion, 
a spokesman for Fabian Theatres 
in New York yesterday (Tues.) had 
no comment to make in regard to 
a permanent ban placed on the 
chain’s Colonial theatre, Harris- 
burg, by the National Legion of 
Decency. Organization invoked the 
ban after the house opened the 
|Italian import, “Bitter Rice,” last 
| Wednesday (7). Run closed yester- 

day. 
| The Rev. John Metz, paster of 
| St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Harris- 
| burg, pointed out that the film had 
| been “condemned” by the Legion 
| and called up on his flock te boycott 
| the Colonial permanently. When 
ithe picture was reviewed by .the 
| Catholic group last year it was 
| criticized for “seriously offending 
| Christian traditional principles of 
| morality.” 
But despite the Legion’s “con- 
'demned” classification, “Rice” has 
' been banned in only one city in the 
| U. S., according to Lux Film Dis- 
'tributing Corp., the picture’s re- 
{leasing company. That town is 
Albany, where the chief of police 
ordered the film withdrawn from a 
Warner house’on the grounds that 
it was ‘‘objectionable.” - 

Meanwhile, a Lux spokesman de- 
clared, “Rice” will hit more than 
2,000 situations this year on the 
strength of a number of circuit 
bookings and hefty drive-in busi- 
ness coming up. To date the im- 
port has played certain houses of 
+the Interstate circuit in Texas, 
Warner loop, Fox - West Coast, 
Wometco Theatres In 
| Schine circuit and others. 

One of the few foreign films to 
hit drive-in playing time, ‘Rice’ 
will open at nine ozoners in Texas 
on April 11 and four more on April 
18 outside Detroit. Picture report- 
edly has been mopping up at the | 
b.o. at the Pacific Drive-In The- | 
atres on the Coast. 











Theatre TV Profits : 


Continued from page 3 = | 
one month, $500, or $50 an hour; 
40 complete hours for any one 
month, $800, or. $20 an hour. Data | 
on costs for fraction of hours has | 














Ban on ‘Rice’ House 


Florida, | 


week, 


for the ninth week: 





Phonevision boxoffice enjoyed a healthy 
week of the 90-day tests currently being conducted here, according 
to totals reported by Zenith Radio this week to the major film com- 
panies supplying product for the tests. Orders for the stanza (Feb. 
26-March 4) numbered 492, representing 23.4% of the total pos- 
sible audience, as compared with 431, or 20.5%, for the preceding 


Phonevision’s Ninth Week Pickup 


Chicago, March 13. 
boost during the ninth 


Biggest rise occurred in the Sunday at 7 p.m. screening time, 
where orders jumped from 26 to 68. Film shown at that time was 
Walt Disney’s “Reluctant Dragon,” indicating the standard Sun- 
day evening family viewing pattern was responsible. 
9:30 Sunday night, however, dropped from 55 the preceding week 
to 39, indicating Phonevision families might have switched over 
then to regular broadcast television. 

Following is a breakdown by the time of screenings each day 


Screening at 


% of Families 


Who Saw 
2 p.m. 7 pm., 9:30 p.m. Total One Film 
Feb. 26 (Mon.)... 2 18 27 47 1514 
Feb. 21 (Trues.).._ 5 9 26 40 13 
Feb. 28 (Wed.)... 5 30 18 53 1714 
March 1 (Thurs.). 3 18 56 77 2512 
March 2 (Fri.)... 5 27 39 41 2314 
March 3 (Sat.)... 9 11 59 79 26 
March 4 (Sun.).. 18 68 39 125 4114 
: 0 47 181 264 492 














Rawstock Snag | GOVT. ALLOWS LABS 








Came CONtinued from page 5 gaa’ 


true in the extensive day-and-date 
iruns of “I'd Climb the Highest 
Mountain” and “Yellow Sky.” “Raw- 
hide” is being given a 150-thea- 
| tre simultaneous run in the Kansas 
City territory and a 40-theatre 
play in the Los Angeles area. 


Industry execs believe they have 


not scratched the surface yet as | ernment 





TO CONTROL RAWSTOCK 


Washington, March 13. 
Government branches using mo- 
tion picture film are not stockpil- 
ing rawstock but are permitting 
the laboratories to have control of 


ithe supply. Cooperation of the Gov- 


in this respect is seen 


to what can be done to hold down | as a possible solution to the short- 
prints without depriving exhibs of | age threat. 


| their normal engagements, - 


rm" 











‘The Men’ Big 


Continued from page 3 











| 


In most cases during World War 


'II, Uncle Sam held the rawstock 


| 


and doled it out to the labs for 
specific assignments. Currently, 
the labs are supplying film as the 
Government needs it. 


Although film manufacturers are 





with Russia seems more or less | operating without a substantial in- 
remote. Conversely, when United | ventory, the supply is meeting the 
Nations troops in the Far East| qemand: Reported that no users 


| were taking a beating or the in- 


ternational situation otherwise be- 


came tense, “The Men” just died | 


at the b.o. 


Currently good reports from 
Korea and relaxation of war hyste- 
ria in the U. S. have resulted in a 
sudden revivification of 
Kramer film at the moment. After 
performing very 


sluggishly for 


not been established. Theatre must | 
| be within a mile of any local tele- | 
/phone exchange. 

RCA asserts tht, in order to 
_warrant operations, a group of 25° : 
‘theatres would be required within | >Y 4 new ad campaign. 
,.a perimiter bounded by Boston, Al- | 


several months, pic suddenly began 


heavy grosses about two weeks 


the | 


earning holdovers and chalking up | 


| 


ago. Development has been aided the delegation. 


of film, whether private concerns 
or Government projects, are with- 
out rawstock for lack of supply. 
Top speed production has been 
necessary to meet needs, but there 
appears to be no immediate crisis, 
according to Government sources. 











Uruguay Fest 


Continued from page 4 


British, French 
and Italian industries were also 








“Men” is in its second week at well represented. John F. Royal, 


/bany and Washington. Despite un- | the Texas theatre, San Antonio,/v.p. of National Broadcasting Co.; 


certainty of venture’s profit possi- | where it hit a record-cracking $9,- 
‘bilities, understood around 15 500 in the opening stanza. At the 
houses in prescribed area are hook- , Orpheum, Montreal, it likewise 
ing up to the circuit and, if re-| Won a week’s extension after $8,- 
quired 25 are obtained, mass tele- | 900 
| casts will get under way in the fall. 
' Costs of piped-in shows can only 
be guessed at this time. One service 
,company which has been exploring 
| TV possibilities for a theatre client 
_in Philadelphia, after investigation, 
| used a base of $15,000 for a 30- 
| minute big-name show. On basis of | combine for 13 key subsequents 
60 minutes, or two 30-minute | and 72 outlying houses. 
| Shows, and pro-rating cost for 25| Pic was released last June, just 
theatres in hookup, cost of TV per-| as the Korean war got underway 


the opener. 


In Detroit, where it has been 
unable to get a booking since do- 








been booked by the Cooperative 


‘formance would be $1,200. Adding |'and the bad news at that time | 


la service charge .* $16 plus phone | gave it a poor start. As a result, 
|charge of $50 (using the 10-hour Playoff has been slow, with only 
monthly rate), total outlay for one | 4,500 dates played so far. It has 
‘night would be $1,260, exclusive | taken in $990,000 in film rentals. 
| of the film costs for regular screen | If the present spurt continues, final 
| entertainment before and after the | domestic gross is expected to hit 
TV show. $1,200,000. 

On this basis, u 1,000-seat the- | 
| atre, charging $1.50 admission and | 
| playing to capacity, would show a 

loss, as total gross would be $1.500, | 
| without other expenses taken into | 
| consideration. A 1,500 seater would | _ 
| gross $2,250, but still profit margin, tive and friendly trade agreement 
if any, would be narrow. covering pix. South American coun- 

One’ of the problems will be try banned the import of any 
children's admissions on television , American films almost two years 
night, due to the lower tariff for , ago. Halt also was called on coin 
juves. Operating unit would be in , remittances to the U. S. 
trouble if an unduly number of| Pic trade pacts have been re- 
children admissions were part of | peatedly negotiated, but each time 








La Prensa Fold 


Continued from page 3 | 





the audience. 

Probers of the projected setups 
say that possible profits for TV 
night might come to a theatre with 
a low attendance average before 
television, with t..c increase in ad- 
missions as a profit source for that 
night. 


tive buyer of a theatre property, 
the would-be purchaser considering 
installation of TV equipment. In- 
dications are that the interested 
buyer will .pass up _ installing 
equipment, if purchase is com- 
| pleted, until costs drop to lower 
' levels, 





Study was made for a prospec- | 


the Peron government has come 
up with new gimmicks which have 
had the effect of putting off the 
actual working of the deals. Unless 
the La Prensa matter is cleared up 
to the satisfaction of the U. S., 
pic officials say they fail to see 
‘how any acceptable arrangement 
can be worked out. 

In explaining the U. S. Govern- 
ment’s attitude, Miller said the 
closing of La Prensa has been re- 
flected in strong adverse public 
opinion in this country. This in- 
dignation, he pointed~ out, makes 
the State Department’s position in- 
creasingly difficult. 





| 


| 


| 





Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, 
and Norton Ritchey, head of Mono- 
gram International, also made the 
trek. Joaquin Rickard, MPAA'’s 


(the highest of any United! Latin American rep, was on hand 
| Artists pic since “Red River’) in| to help the American visitors. 


U. S. newspapers and mags were 
repped by Arthur Rothstein, len- 
ser, and William Lowe, Look; 


ing a weak $13,000 at the Palm! Laura Ecker and Leonard Mc- 
| State last October, it has suddenly Combe, 


Life; Fritz Kahlenberg, 
Telenews; Milton Bracker, N. Y. 
Times; Harry Crocker, Los An- 
geles Examiner, and William Nel- 
son, Holiday. 


The air trip down was marred by 
several delays. First was rudder 
trouble in Trinidad, where the 
Trekkers suffered intense heat for 
three hours sitting in the grounded 
plane. Then, 15-minutes out of 
Rio de Janeiro the plane had to 
dump its gasoline and turn back 
because of engine defect. And the 
two-and-a-half hour bus ride to 
Pune del Rey did not buoy up the 
travelers’ spirits after reaching the 
Uruguay airport. 

Confusion started as soon as 
their destination was reached. 
Parties and receptions, were miles 
apart and, although fleets of cars 
were always on hand to transport 
the visitors, the drivers rarely 
could be found. Screenings did 
not start on time, parties began 
in the wee small hours of the 
morning and sleep was a rarity. 
When natives were asked for help 
in straightening out the confusion, 
there was a stock answer: “I'll take 
care of it right away.” But it was 
more like “m .1ana.” 

While the journey back to the 
U.S. was skedded to begin March 6, 
a few of the travelers headed for 
home a few days earlier. Among 
them were Miss Scott and Royal. 

Receptions for the stars were the 
highlights of the event. They all 


agreed that this segment was a 
success. 

- The Uruguayans have started to 
talk about another film festival 
next year, 
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Indie Prods. Mull Distrib Deals 
With Both UA, ELC as ‘Protection’ 





Overhauling of United Artists¢ 


and the new, ambitious release pol- | 
icy which Eagle Lion Clessics is 
embarking upon are cueing an ef- 
fort by some indie producers to 
keep both distribs supolied with | 
pix. 

Producers feel competition be- | 
tween the outfits will be a healthy 
condition in that they’ll ‘ave a 
choice of an alternative ¢'*tribu- 
tion deal in the event ene of the | 
two releasing firms gets ot of line 
on terms. Thus the f-> -akers 
are said to be leaning to th nolicy 
of dividing their outn* F-'ween | 
ELC and UA, instead c” «~tering 
any exclusive licensint r-~’s with 
either of them. 

Actually, some ind’e - *aucers 
always have been dis‘-*‘-ed to) 
channel their pix c¢->~"-tently. 
through one releasing c~ -~*~*tion, | 


‘Marlini,’ Mystery TV, 
Set for UA Distrib 


United Artists’ television depart- 
ment has signed to distribute 
“Great Marlini,” half-hour mystery 


on film produced by G. & W.)} 


Productions. Initial playdate for 
the series will be available May 1. 

Ted Post is director of the James 
Thor-starring pix, which are being 


lensed at the Fletcher Smith 
Studio, N. Y. 
Meanwhile, UA TV staff has 


negotiated 10 ‘additional outlets 
for “John Kieran’s Kaleidoscope,” 


series of 15-minute programs 
produced by Kieran and Paul 
Moss. 








on the theory it’s he7.~*~"* to but 
all their eggs in thx e-> *«sket. 
Fidelity Pictures, ‘o~ e~-™ple, 
which now has a deal v"th “UC, in a | 
the past has had p2**s °"*% Uni- | : 
versal and Republi-. “~‘~‘larly,|Stepped-up volume of pix and 
Sam Spiegel has two r’~ to de- | found these at times were in com- 
liver to ELC’and ther v“ll switch | petition with their own reissues. 


to UA under another ¢*?!. | Paramount experienced this with 
|its big moneymaker, “Going My 
| Way.” Bing Crosby starrer was 
'tested recently at two spots and 
, hastily withdrawn when it was dis- 
|covered impairing business of “M>. 
| Music,” new Crosby film. 

dustry’s planners. As David E.| While the market for the dated 
Griffiths, the committee’s chair-/ product is not entirely dry,’ dis- 
man, commented, the independents |tribs have learned that, largely, 
had always adopted the attitude |there’s a payoff only with combi- 
that the growth of the circuits | nations of “provocative” titles. Par, 
would mean the end of real show- | for example, is teaming “Star-Span- 
manship. But in the industry’s | gjed Rhythm,” which is loaded with 
first national contest, only a ™ml-| commercial values, and “Miracle of 
nute proportion had agreed to pull | Morgan’s Creek,” which drew ac- 
their weight. ‘claim of the critics, as a reissue 

Failure of independent coopera- combo in June. 


Reissues Ebb 


Continued from page 3 
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British Indies 


Continued from page 4 






















tion is believed to be due to a fala- | 
cious view that the dice were load- | 
ed against them. In actual fact, | 
the terms of the competition are of 
an elastic character, designed to. 
give fair play. and full merit to the | 
smallest theatre. However, the feel- | 
ing that they had no chance of get- 
ting one of the major prizes is ap- | 
parently deep-rooted among indie | 
managements, and to overcome this | 


Par had a total of six reissues 
last year. In 1951, only the dual 
entry set for June is on the firm’s 
distribution lineup. Metro, which 
re-released “Blossoms in the Dust” 
in ’50, has none so far this year. 
However, M-G is considering a 
combination of “Captains Coura- 
geous” and “Night at the Opera.” 


Similarly identified as “provoca- 
aive” pairing is the Warner Bros. 


attitude of mind, the second con- | nackuge, “Dodge City” and “Vir- 


test at the end of the year will be 
divided into two classes, with 


awards for circuit theatres and sep- | 


arate prizes’ for 


houses. 

Another point of view expressed 
at the committee meeting last 
Wednesday (7) was that indie ex- 


independent 


hibs showed a reluctance to partici- | 


pate generally in a better business 
campaign because of the lack of in- 
centives. 


Apart from the .showmanship 
contest, the planners are propos- 
ing to use the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn.’s national conven- 
tion at Bournemouth in May as a 
strong boosting point for picture 
business, and events planned in- 
clude a big film star ball and a 
local premiere which will be broad- 
— throughout the country by the 

BC. 


In London, during the height of 
the Festival celebrations, the com- 
mittee is launching a film exhibi- 
tion in a West End store which will 
subsequently tour the major British 
cities and will then be moved on to 
Dublin and other spots in Eire. 


Drive-In Bid 


Continued from page 5 =e 


















sion. Heretofore, the outdoor the- 
atre, in most instances, have been 
pushed back to late runs or forced 
to play the sloughoffs. 

All signs point to further de- | 
mands by the open-airers for better | 
clearances than they had last sum- | 
mer. In cases where urive-ins lose | 
out on fir-t-run bids, indications 
ae that they will request shorter 
periods between first-run and their 
own availability. 

Allentown case was brought by | 
David Milgram, who, with his fam- 
ily, owns the Boulevard. Judge 
Kirkpatrick found that the distribs 
had entered an arrangement i 
violation of antitrust laws by de- 
nving first-run deals for the Bou- 
levard. He decidea that even 


| possibilities, 


'ginia City.” Duet, which is doing 
| healthy business in current dates, 
are the only reissues on the WB 
list. Outfit hgndled four oldies 
‘last summer. 


! Neither 20th-Fox nor United Art- 
| ists has any reissues set for ’51. 


| Only other vintage product in 
' view, beyond the lineups of such 
firms as Realart, which deal only 
{in reissues, are two upcoming from 


‘Samuel Goldwyn, through RKO. 


i 
‘ 


| These are “They Got Me Covered,” 
and 
Arms,” with Danny Kaye. 


‘Bob Hope starrer, in 


| 
| 


“Up 
| ° 






Double Bills 


Continued from page 3 


parts of the Rocky Mt. and North- 
‘west areas have felt the least de- 
_clines in theatre business. Income 
‘drop in these locations, where 
|single pix predominate and TV 
,hasn’t progressed to any marked 
‘degree, is said to be only 4-to-7% 
under ’49. 


In contrast with this is the re- 





‘port the dropoff in large metro- 


politan areas, such as New York 
and New Jersey, where twin bills 
are the rule 1d TV has shown its 
greatest gains, ranges from 14-to- 
26%. Hit hardest of all have been 
the Southern California and in- 
dustrial areas of the east, surveys 
show. : 


Most. striking example of ‘the 
contrast in business conditions is 
provided by California statistics. 
These show the drop in grosses 
in the northern patt of the state 
is only 1/10% of the decline ‘in 
Southern Cal. Latter is substan- 
tially a TV and two-pic program 
area while the upper regions stress 


‘single pix and have very little 


vidéo by comparison. 


Another consideration in the 
study is the fact single-pic ops 
clearly have better programming 
Product shortages 
are far less of a problem than 





though the ozoners were a new en- 
terprise, they still were in com- 
petition with conventional theatres 
and, therefore, sliould have right 
to dicker for pictures on an equal 
basis. 


when double the amount of film 
, is required as by the dual theatres. 
| Generally accepted industry 
‘records show about 70° of the 
,nation’s theatres are on twin 
ipolicy, with the balance on single. 





N.Y. Film Expo 


Continued from page 5 gee" 


board room with Schwartz chair- 
manning. 

Financial advances needed to sew 
up the Labor Day week option on 
Grand Central Palace have been 
made by the New York exhibs’ 
, committee. Understanding is that 
‘if the exposition becomes 
COMPO project, all-industry or- 
ganization will eventually return 
their coin to the exhibs. 


In any event, it is expected that 
; the week’s stand will at least break 














tial profit. 


| exhibs desire it. 
retained in the same form as in 
New York or be abbreviated some- 
what. 


The exposition is the second proj- 
ect being pushed by COMPO as a 
b.o. promotion. The other, a film 
festival, is also slated to begin La- 
bor Day if it gets final approval. 
|Plan is for all companies to chan- 
/nel top product into a 90- or 120- 
day period, supported by institu- 
tional and added product advertis- 
ing. ' 


Distribs Give Full 
Supportto COMPO 
In Collecting Dues 








dues to the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations, 
lending full support to the all-in- 
dustry public relations body in ob- 
taining coin from  theatremen. 
Plans are being worked out by. 
which salesmen for the major com- | 
panies will make followup solicita- 
tions of exhibs who don’t kick in. 
with their dues. 

Distribs have backed out of the 
| original scheme by which they were 
‘to bill their theatre customers for 
{the 1/10th of 1% of film rentals | 
| they were to contribute to the sup- 





It will either be | 


style of the concert ads. 





| 
| presentation of 


! 


“Storm Warning.” 


Tnside Stufi—Pictures 


Warner Bros. is making a pitch to lure carriage trade and longhairs 
to the Strand theatre, N. Y., by playing up singer Josephine Baker in 
ads on the music pages of New York papers. 
“Storm Warning,” the screen attraction. 

Layout and lingo of the two-column, two-inch notice followed the 
Billing Miss Baker as making her first N. Y, 
appearance since “her triumphant return from Paris” with a reminder 
a that it was a limited engagement, ad announced that her four pere- 


Ad copy played down 


'formances daily and five on Saturday were in addition to the screen 





Sixtysix pictures, 50 of them American, were awarded “best films” 


even and possibly show a substan-| citations last year by various magazines, reviewing groups and critics, 
If it is taken over by | Survey made by Arthur DeBra, director of Community Relations for 
COMPO, the exposition will be |Motion Picture Assn. of America, showed that of the 465 features re- 
sent on tour to those cities where | leased in 1950, one out of seven achieved the “best” rating. 

Total represents a hike in number of pix which made the grade in 


' 1949 when, from approximately the same number of releases, 57 were 


| cited by the composite jury. 
pix. 


Hollywood produced 48 of the honored 





Methods by which the film, radio and television industries make 
| awards were roundly blasted last week by Robert D. Leigh, director of 
'the Russell Sage Foundation’s communications study. 


Speaking at 


While withdrawing as accounting | 
and collection agencies for exhib | 


distribs are | 


Wellesley (Mass.) College, he cited the presentation of “Oscars” as 
divorcing “honorific reward from every human satisfaction except that 
of the savage warrior who has through guile scalped all his enemies.” 
| On the other hand, the savant emphasized, academic institutions do a 
/competent job in distributing laurels. 








Major studio is trying to buy an old sex-exploitation picture in which 
one of its contractees played a disrobing scene several years ago. Cur- 
rently the gal is being groomed for stardom and played a top spot in 
a recent production on the lot. Understood an interest in the old 
film is held by a prominent Hollywood attorney who handles the legal 
| affairs of numerous stars. 





For 30 years Gladys Rosson has been secretary-treasurer of DeMille 
Productions, all the while nursing an ambition to appear on the screen 
in a DeMille picture. That ambition finally was achieved in “The 
| Greatest Show on Earth.” Miss Rosson will be recognized (if you look 
| fast enough) as the gal wearing a red hat in a crowd of 3,000 extras. 


UA’s Sliding Scale Fee 


Continued from page 5 























‘rental coin is collected by ex- 


changes it will go directly to Hel- 
ler. Producers’ shares will be put 
in a special account for them and 
UA's fee forwarded to it. 


Disbursements — 


Disbursements out of the pro- , M. Popkin’s 


ducers’ end will require counter- 
signatures by both the filmmaker 
and UA, thus insuring that the 


| producer's share of rentals cannot 


port of COMPO. As a result, | “i “ 
COMPO in recent weeks has start- | athe | yp ay 5 
ed a system by which exhibs are! UA should go ban rupt or for any 
being requested to send their! other reason have its funds tied 
|checks directly to the organiza-| yp, the producer would not be in 
tion’s New York office. ‘the position of a general creditor. 


combination pledge card and re-, money. 
mittance blank, have gone to re-| Move grows out of fears by in- 
gional exhib organizations in bulk | gies during UA’s pre-Krim era. 
in recent weeks. These associa-| They were afraid that their coin 
tions in turn transmit the envelopes | might either be tied up by bank- 
to their members. ruptcy proceedings or would be 
In this connection COMPO execs | ysed for operation of the company 
have been pleasantly surprised by and thus not be available to them. 
some of the warm letters with| Heller outfit has advanced UA 
which the organizations have trans- | operating funds and established a 
mitted the envelopes to individual | pool for financing indie producers. 
theatremen. An instance was the | However, its agency function in re- 
bulletin this week of Allied The- ' gard to producer's funds will apply 
_atre Owners of the Gulf States. ‘to all UA filmmakers, not only 
“The salvation of our industry | those with which Heller is doing 
and especially the exhibition end of , biz. 
it will come from COMPO,” secre- | 
tary Harold Bailey wrote. After tion contract will give UA a higher 
listing the public relations outfit’s fee as the gross goes up. Thus the 
program, he added: “Can we pos- | company will have a strong incen- 
sibly fail to understand the impor- | tive to get maximum rentals, since 
tance of COMPO? Most assuredly | jt will compound its take. This is 





Return envelopes, which are a He’d have direct ‘access to his} 


A similar letter went out last | 
week from Raymond E. Feeley, | 
business manager of Independent | 
Exhibitors, Inc., the Boston Allied | 
unit. None of the envelopes has | 
come back to COMPO in New York 
with checks as yet, but execs feel | 
it is too soon to expect them. | 


An additional supply of remit- | 
tance envelopes will be forwarded | 
by COMPO headquarters to ex- | 
changes throughout the country. 
These will be given to film _sales- 
men-with instructions to make a 
pitch for COMPO to exhibs and ask 
them to send checks in at once. In 
this way, theatremen who are not 
members of a regional exhib asso- 
| ciation will also be covered. 

Dues, incidentally, are payable 
at once, but may be remitted quar- 
terly, semi-annually or annually. 
They are based on 1950 rentals. 
Distribs match whatever exhibs 





| pay. 

' COMPO in the interim is living 
|on money advanced by the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. Organ- 
ization is understood to be indebted 


not. Let’s each and every one of | opposite to the old “most-favored” 
us support the brains and brawn of | type of contract which UA at one 
preeoge aot remit. our contribu- | time used and which owners Mary. 


Pickford and Charles Chaplin still 
have. They pay 25% to $800,000 
gross and 10% after that. Since 
UA would-work at a heavy loss 
on a 10% fee, it has no incentive. 
The bigger the gross the bigger 
the deficit for the distributing 
company. 

Effort will be’ made to raise the 
level of distributiun fees, but Krim 
is making no hard and fast rules. 
Each pic will be judged on its 
merits and the percentage deter- 
mined on a bargaining basis. Pro- 
ducers with highly-desirable prod- 
uct will naturally have a chance to 
get better terms than those that 
make pix of lesser potential. 

UA used to get 25%. In recent 
years that has gone to 2712%, and 
in some cases 30%. Starting point 
of the new sliding scale—and the 
scale itself—will be traded out in 
each case in the future. As in the 
past, higher fees will be sought 
for foreign markets. 

Foreign offices, incidentally, are 
having product pumped into them 
almost as rapidly as the domestic 
exchanges. Benjamin is working on 





to the MPAA for well over $50,000. 


that problem with foreign chief 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





The new sliding-scale distribu- | 








Al Lowe. Like the U. S. branches, 
the overseas offices have been on 
a starvation diet of product. 


Domestic release slate as dis- - 
closed by Heineman this week 
starts as of March 16 with Harry 
“Second Woman,” 
starring Robert Young and Betsy 
Drake. It continues April 6 with 
I. G. Goldsmith.’s “The Scarf,” 
starring Mercedes McCambridge 
and John Ireland; April 13, Robert 
Stillman’s “Queen For a Day’; 
April 27, Roberts Productions’ “He 
Ran All the Way,” starring John 
Garfield and Shelley Winters. 


May 4, Joseph Lucachevitch’s 
“The First Legion,” starring 
Charles Boyer; May 11, Irving Al- 
len’s Anscolor “New Mexico,” star- 
ring Lew Ayres and Marilyn Max- 
well; May 18, S. P. Eagle’s “The 
Prowler,” starring Van Heflin and 
Evelyn Keyes; Ma: 25, Jules Le- 
vey’s “Fabiola,” starring Michele 
Morgan; June 1, Ed Gardner's 
“The Man With My Face,” starring 
Barry Nelson; and June 8, W. Lee 
Wilder’s “Three Steps North,” star- 
ring Lloyd Bridges and _ Italian 
players Lea Padovani and Aldo 
Fabrizi. 


SCTOA ‘Defers’ | 


Continued from page 5 


fold at a meeting in the not too 
distant future. : 


Likewise it is anticipated that 
the Southern California group may 
also go along with COMPO even- 
tually, particularly since the ex- 
pansion of the exec setup on which — 
it refused to vote this week was 
devised at its demand and that of 
— similarly-minded TOA 
units. 


Gael Sullivan, TOA exec. direc- 
tor, and Herman Levy, general 
counsel, recognized SCTOA might | 
be difficult to sway and for this 
reason made a special trip to the 
Coast from N. Y, to try their per- 
suasive powers. Evidently, their 
journey was to no avail. 


Southern California owners who 
comprise the unit’s membership 
in the past months have been vig- 
orously complaining about “un- 
justices” in competitive bidding, 
clearances and other trade prac- 
tices. They claim they want to 
give attention to these rather than 
concern themselves with the broad 
public relations project which join- 
ing COMPO would entail. 

In line with this, outfit is send- 
ing reps to Washington huddles 
with the Department of Justice 
next month in an attempt to work 
out means of assuring trade prac- 
tice “relief,” 
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Paramount 


has it for you in April! Action and 4 
romance to bring the crowds to 
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where history’s most tempting spy and a ragged army 
of frontiersmen fill the screen with thundering thrills 
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starring. 


John 
Barrymore. 
K 





Paramount’s lovely 
star of tomorrow 
lays the girl who 
oved a soldier... 


rugged and romantic, is 
the rebel leader in scenes 
of “large scale military 
action” says Film Daily... 


is “outstanding” says 
Variety, as La Fleur, 
f the woman who set 
mi acentury aflame... 


“is handsome” reports Motion 
Picture Daily and worthy of 
his famous name—as Mark, 
the boy with a hero’s courage. 


with John Hoyt * Arnold Moss « and introducing NIKKI DUVAL. Directed by George Templeton * Written and Produced by Alan LeMay 





Paramount’s Big Shows In 
Color By Technicolor, Currently Include: 
Cecil B. DeMille’s “Samson and 
Delilah,” “Branded” and “The 
Great Missouri Raid” 
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Congress Revolt 


Vs. Upped Taxes 
Nips Admish Hike 


Washington, March 13. 

Current revolt of Congress 
against the President’s request for | 
$16,000,000,000 in additional taxes | 
this year is regarded as the strong- | 
est indication, thus far, that there 
will be no increase in the 20% | 
admissions levy or the 20% bite 
on nitery tabs. 

Majority of the House Ways and | 
Means Committee and many other | 
members of both the House and | 
Senate have expressed the belief | 
that the President should trim his | 
$73,000,000,000 budget and that no | 
more than $10,000,000,000 of new_ 
taxes should be laid on the pepole. | 
Best dope out of Washington is 
that the $10,000,000 is the top 
figure in new taxes which will be 
passed at this time. This amount 
of taxes could be levied” without 
going after admissions and other 
amusement levies. Members of 
Congress feel sure that the 20% 
rates will remain in status quo. 








‘HOFFMANN’ ADVANCE 
IN N. Y. TOPS $35,000 


Advance ticket sales for “Tales 
of Hoffmann,” import of Lopert 
Films Distributing Corp., at the 
Bijou theatre, N. Y., have topped 


Joe Mankiewicz’s New 
Pact at 20th Would Allow 
Him to Live, Work in N.Y. 


Hollywood, March 13. 


$35,000 since mail orders started 
Feb. 25. Boxoffice sale started last 
week. Picture opens at the Bijou 
April 4, foltowing the Red Cross 
benefit preem at the Metropolitan 


Anxious to get away from the 
Coast permanently, Joseph Man- 
kiewicz is. negotiating a new 10- 
year pact with 20th-Fox that will 
allow him to remain in New York 
except when he’s actually in pro- 





Opera House April 1. _ ‘duction ona picture. Arrangement 
Since the first ad appeared in | calls for one film a year. 
the N. Y. Times Feb. 25, mail | Mankiewicz will write the screen- 
orders have averaged $1,200 a day. | play in the east and then come to 
Boxoffice sales have hit a $1,500) Hollywood to direct it. Remain- 
daily average, with $6,000 going | der of the time he wants to write 
over the tills Saturday and Sun-|/and direct Broadway plays, and 
day (10-11). |perhaps do a couple of books. 
Mail bags bring about 200 envel- | Mankiewicz’s present contract ex- 
opes a day. Each envelope contains | pires this summer. 


ie Tog pvermnee | Dap HIRES STALLINGS 
TO EVALUATE STORIES 


charity have been sold out during 
the first two weeks, in addition 
to the Red Cross affair at the Met. 
Hollywood, March 13. 
Paramount has engaged Lau- 
rence Stallings to evaluate story 


“Cyrano de Bergerac,” current 
tenant at the Bijou, had a. six- 
week advance sale of $38,000. 

properties which the studio owns, 
both produced and _ unproduced, 
Don Hartman announced. Idea is 








‘Queen for Day’ Airer 
In Variety Clubs Tieup 


|ered or if any of the properties 
Whipping up advance ballyhoo | can be refilmed in light of modern 
for Robert Stillman Productions’ | yalues, as has been done by George 





to see if new ideas can be discov- ; 
| House Committee at that time was, | 









Continued 


mind and made the award only to 
the film. 


Bond said he would have “very 
grave misgivings about the mem- 
{bership of the Academy—what 
kind of members they have—if the 
balloting were to result.in Acad- 
'emy awards to Ferrer, Sam Jaffe 
‘and Judy Holliday.” Bond de- 
'clared his belief that the Academy 
would be “soundly and roundly 
| eriticized” if such awards were 
;made. Such a vote, he claimed, 
|; would indicate that the Academy 
| membership is “either sound asleep 
|or sympathetic to people of that 
| group—people who are openly 
| known to be sympathetic to sub- 
i versive elements.” 


Referring to what he called the 
“recantation” of Ferrer and Ed- 
| ward G. Robinson, Bond said that 
\.they had offered “bland state- 
|ments, merely saying ‘I’ am not 
| guilty.’ Trey offered nothing 





|like Josh White offered the Com-| 


| mittee.” [House. Un-American Ac- 
| tivities Committee.] 

Robinson’s statement to the 
“I am prepared to submit myself 


|for further examination at any 


| United Artists release, “Queen for | Stevens with “A Place In Sun,” {time to establish unequivocally 


At last week’s hearings.of the} a Day,” the radio show of the!which was Theodore Driesser’s | that I am not now and never have 


Ways and Means Committee, | 
spokesmen for the large symphony | 
orchestras called on the Congress 
to wipe out completely the 20% 
tax on admissions to symphony 
orchestras. Symphonies and operas 
enjoyed such exemptions before 
World War II on the ground that 
they were cultural institutions 
which always operated at a deficit | 
anyway.’ 


COL LURES BRISKIN 
_ WITH STOCK OPTIONS 


As an inducement for Irving 
Briskin to ink a seven-year, execu- 
tive producer employment con- 
tract, Columbia Pictures board of 
directors has granted him an op- 
tion to purchase 5,000 shares of 
common at $14 per share, it was 
learned this week. Option, which 
must be approved by stoekholders, 
—_ be exercised starting July 1, 

53. : 


Privilege ends three months 
after Briskin leaves Columbia, or 
two years after termination of the 
employment pact, whichever comes 
first. Producer, who signed the deal 
Oct. 31, 1950, started his seven- 
year term on Jan. 1, 1951. 

At the same time, the company 
amended stock options held by Co- 
lumbia International prez Joseph 
A. McConville and Col veepee- 
treasurer Abe Schneider. These 
amendments make their options 
non-transferable other than by will. 
McConville has the right to buy 
5.000 shares of common under a 








der’s privilege covers 12,500 shares 
of common. ; 











Ron Reagan 
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cause it didn’t protest sooner. 
“Certain elements of the press, 
the kind addicted to yellow jour- 
nalism, certain types of gossip col- 
umnists and so forth, decided they 
could attract more readers and sell 
more papers and get more listeners 
if they always went in for more 
flamboyant, more colorful, exag- 
gerated side of things and in most 
cases the messy side of things. 
With a failing boxoffice back, 
through the years we have to face 
that there is a large adult seg- 
ment of American life that 
rather disgusted, that looks down 


' 6,605 shares of the studio’s $1 com- 


*June 25, 1948, agreement. Schnei- | MOn durin 




















same name will do a special per-|“An American Tragedy.” 
fermance May 11 at the Variety | Studio has many properties 
Clubs’ international convention in| which it believes can be updated 
Philadelphia. Wife of one of the) and earn attention in current mar- 
delegates will be named “Queen | ket. Stallings will work from his 
for a Day” and is to be gifted palm Springs home, where he’s 
with a flock of prizes, including a | cyrrently writing his memoirs for 
trip to Hollywood for two with | Esquire. 
all tag paid. sie : 
Radio troupe’s illy persona P ‘ 
appearance will climax a 10-city|6 Wilmington Houses 
tour of the east and midwest from 
April 9 to May 18 simultaneous Remove Negro Bars 
with first-run openings of the film. : Wilmington, March 13. 
Tieup with the radio show was Six theatres last week in a rev- 
worked out in cooperation with | Olutionary move, let down the bars 
Stillman, Mutual Broadcasting and | against colored patrons and began 
the Raymond Morgan Agency, pro- admitting them on the same basis 
ducers of the network program. as white customers. The Warner, 
é | ome — we Queen _ 
: Arcadia decide o ignore e 
Albert Warner Gifts | State law which permits owners to 
800 har mmon bar any group of people which 
— a = : _ mor would be unwelcome to the ma- 
urer of Warner Bros., gifted 3,800 ~— of basseors ET ee the 
shares of his holdings of major’s ' fi anagemens : 
common stock. | first-run Rialto and the Ace, a nabe 
This leaves him with 434,000 | theatre, are sticking to the old or- 
shares which he owns directly and | 4¢t With a no-Negro policy. House 
21,000 shares held in trugt, of ,™4nagers have refused comment 
which he is beneficiary. on change but it apparently stems 
Loew’s, Inc., bought four sepa- from a gradual falling-off in at- 
rate lots of $25 par common stock | tendance. 
in Loew’s Boston Theatres. The. —— 
total of 179 shares up ven Inc., | 
holdings in the theatres to 127,515. * 
Irving H. Greenfield, officer of Par Du Mont 
Loew’s, acquired his first 50 shares | }!___. continuea from page 4 === 
of the parent company’s no par = 
common. anybody else, but such a move 
Maurice Newton, director of | would be entirely inconsistent with 
Paramount Pictures Corp., sold| our policy of constantly improving 
|our facilities and programming 
the month, reducing | service.” ; 
his bundle to 1,000 shares. Duncan Move to sell to Par also, Loewi 
G. Harris reported that last De-| stated, “would-be wholly incon- 
cember he sold 650 shares of Para- 
mount Pix, but continues to hold 





, both Paramount and DuMont be- 


2,000 Leonard H. Goldenson, presi- fore the Federal Communicatons 
'dent of United Paramount Thea- Commission. Any such transactions | 


tres, bought 300 shares of common! would be directly related to pend- 


stock in the theatre chain. He now | ing undetermined appeals on be-| 


owns 2,450 plus an additional 250 | half of DuMont for the reversal of 
held jointly with his wife. | the Commission’s findings that Par- 

Nathan J. Blumberg,, president | amount was in a position of nega- 
of Universal Pictures, bought 600 | tive control of DuMont for certain 


shares of U’s $1 common, building | purposes under the Communica- | 


back his interest to 700. He also; tions Act. Our whole emphasis is 
owns warrants for 31,900 shares of | devoted to the task of making Du- 
common. Alfred E. Daff sold 2,000 | Mont free and clear to prosecute 
shares of Universal and retained our application for the maximum 
another 2,000. He also bought 100 allowable number of owned-and- 
shares of the firm’s 412% cumula- | operated stations, which would per- 
tive preferred. Preston Davie sold; mit us to serve two additional 
600 shares of common, retaining cities.” 

1,409. Daniel M. Sheaffer reduced! Loewi 


concluded: “The per- 


js t@ only 7 shares of common. John’ sistence of reports that DuMont 


J. O’Connor sold 100 shares of Uni- plans to sell or at any time intended 


sistent with the best interests of | 


been a member of the Communist 
|Party or any subversive group or 
'a fellow traveler. I find, and al- 
| ways have found, Communism re- 
| pugnant to my beliefs. I will fight 
| it as an individual and as an art- 
jist, whenever and wherever pos- 
| sible, just as I have always fought 
tyranny.” 

Ferrer stated: 

“I attest, and will so swear 
under oath, that I am not, have 
| never been, could not be, a mem- 
' ber of the Communist Party; nor, 
specifically, am I a sympathizer 
| with any Communist aim, a fellow 
| traveler, or in any way an en- 


/courager of any Communist Party 


| concept or objective.” 
Doesn’t Believe Denial 


| Bond said that he did not believe 
‘the denial which Ferrer made 
within a few hours after the sub- 
,poena was issued. He declared 
|that if Ferrer and Edward G. 
Robinson say they are not sympa- 
thetic to Communism, “‘it’s outright 
| perjury.” He backed this conten- 
tion with a partial recital of groups 
, which he said- had received con- 
tributions and which have been 
listed as being subversive or 
| “front” organizations. Bond cited 
the teachers’ group’s avowed anti- 
Communist position and asked if 
the association thought it “proper 
_and fitting to make an award to a 
man with the background of Jose 
Ferrer.” 


Bond also admitted last night 
that, although not a member of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
_& Sciences, he had spoken to 
several members concerning their 
| Oscar balloting. The veteran 
_character actor said he personally 
regarded Ferrer’s performance in 
'“Cyrano” as “magnificent” — but 
added that he did not think that 
Ferrer should receive “this highest 
accolade that can be paid by fellow 
actors.” 


Bond also said that columnists 
George Sokolsky and Westbrook 
/ Pegler would undoubtedly discuss, 
| unfavorably, such Academy awards 


| if they were made. Both columnists 
‘are due here later this month, and 
| Bond, who has maintained contact 
, with them, declared he would dis- 
/cuss the matter with them at that 
, time. 

Bond also disclosed that he has 
| written a letter of protest to Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst over a 
painting which appeared in the 
Sunday Pictorial Review of The 


Charge in Osea 


test, the association changed its | 
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exhibitor had told him openly that 
the exhib was refusing to book 
films with which persons accused 
of subversive activities are con- 
cerned, and said the same feeling 
is held by many exhibs in this 
country. 

Bond, elaborating on his contact 
with Sokolsky, said that it was 
through his efforts that the Hearst 
columnist wrote a column praising 
the Lippert production, “The Steel 
Helmet.” (The film had been rapped 
as Communist propaganda by Vic- 
tor Riesel, syndicated labor col- 
umnist on the N. Y. Mirror, also a 
Hearst sheet). Bond stated he had 
|arranged for Sokolsky to see 
the picture and the laudatory col- 
| umn followed, adding that Sokolsky 
had also censured Riesel for writing 
‘his condemnation without having 
| seen -the film, but merely on a 
| script-reading. 

Bond said he was carrying on his 
campaign because he is “interested 
| in trying to help our business—to 
keep it alive. I want to oppose 
everything that is detrimental to 
the best interests of our industry.” 








Hold Production, Job 
Dislocations at Minimum, 


Nate Golden Tells Mfrs. 


Atlantie City, March 13. 


Nathan D. Golden, director of the 
' Motion Picture-Photographic Prod- 
ucts Division of National Produc- 
tion Authority, sidetracked all ref- 
|erence to rawstock shortage possi- 
| bilities in an address here today 
'(Tues.). Speaking at a meeting of 
| the National Assn. of Photographic 
Manufacturers, Golden said a 
|““must” item on the:NPA agenda 
‘was to hold production and em- 
ployment dislocations to a mini- 
mum. 


Golden said that not a single 
, order or directive was being issued 
without an absolute demand for 
such action being shown in con- 
sultations with the industries in- 
| volved. After adoption of a policy, 
he added, every effort was made to 
‘cushion its necessary impact on 
| the existing business economy. 


Closest reference to motion pic- 
| tures was a reminder of limitations 
| of certain materials in 8m project- 
| ors and cameras. Golden said NPA 
| was operating in a difficult period 
| and that a major job was to pro- 
, Vide. materials for completion of 
|the military program. on time, 
But the more serious responsibility, 
'he said, was to distribute remain- 
_ing materials and products in the 

way that best promotes a strong 
, economy. 


‘LOEW'S DECREE TALKS 
START IN 3 WEEKS 


Washington, March 13. 

Talks on the Loew’s antitrust 
| decree are expected to start within 
‘the next two or three weeks, a 
Justice Department spokesman said 
_ today (Tues.). The Government 
| people are now digesting the large 
‘amount of material submitted by 
Loew’s. 

Meantime, best speculation in 
Washington is that a 20th-Fox 
| agreement is likely to be reached 
‘within a month, although it is ad- 
‘mitted something new may come 
up which would disrupt this 
'schedule. The 20th-Fox lawyers 
| are due in town for additional con- 
; ferences. The Fox situation lacks 
‘the involved tax angie which 
| plagued both parties in working 
, out the Warner decree. 

Government is also moving 








| 








; - : :., | ahead to set a definite cutoff time 
versal preferred. to sell its TV stations or network |Los Angeles Examiner. showing |= 

‘leads us to the conclusion that the Ferrer, Mala Powers and William her Party gg Rage aalnoan 

ane rs rumors are inspired by certain in- | Prince in a scene from “Cyrano.” | ig 

Catholics on TV _terests hostile to us.” head = rer ge = gy wae bend - ID D d Goes T 

| Involved is the FCC regulation , act ‘tha e painting and iam 

Continued from page 1 | that no single owner is allowed to | accompanying caption constitute | —" a en mil 

have more than five owned-and- | “aid and comfort and further pub- | England to Prep Film 

operated stations. DuMont has | licity which will help thisman win’ producer Dave Diamond leaves 

three and Paramount is credited an Academy Award.” . | today (Wed.) for London, where he 

like this. I say the press, and | public conference on TV problems /|with having two. Thus, until the, Bond, who recently returned will prep “Women of Britain,” 

right here in our town, has dis-| to be held, probably in May, under | FCC recognizes tnat Par has no ,from a tour of six midwest cities, | based on the novel by Jan Struther. 

played a carelessness regarding our | Commission auspices. /control in DuMont, latter is re-| said the first question he was | Diamond, whose “I Was An Ameri- 


upon the motion picture industry, 
its people, who haven’t bothered to 
go to the theatre in recent years | 
and see the very many fine, artistic 
things that are on our screens. | 
“They have made us look ridicu- 
lous so that a great many adult | a 
people say that they wouldn’t ; Ownership, can be expected to 
spend money to see antics of people manifest itself at the forthcoming 

















. 


rights and rights of private indus-| With the return to Washington | stricted to the three stations it now | asked everywhere was, “What is | can Spy” is to be released by Al- 
try to go on and maintain itself. this week of Chairman Wayne Coy, 


| Way holds. | being done about the Communists | lied Artists, will shoot” Women” in 
I do object to the invasion of our | after a five-week vacation, it’s like-| Actually, since divarcement of in Hollywood?” He added his England this summer. 
personal, private lives. I object | ly that plans for the conference |the Paramount film and _ theatre | belief that the question of Com-| Diamond is seeking Laurence 
to it not only from standpoint of | will be taken up by the full Com-| companies in January, 1950, Par |munism in the film colony is one Olivier to direct and Vivien Leigh 
our right not to live in a goldfish | mission. Determinaiion of an agen- | owns only one TV station—KTLA | of the leading reasons for the box- to star. He will also try to enlist 
bowl but I also happen to think | da, which will deane the scope of |in Hollywood. The other one, office decline. “That and bad pic- British government cooperation in 
it’s very bad public relations.” , the meetings and the problems to | WBKB in Chicago, has gone to}tures are more important than. 

Tusher will interview Reagan on : 


; : production. Distribution outlet 
th be considered, may be the first or- United Paramount, the new theatre television,” he said. ‘will not be dickered until filming 
e same subject next Sunday. ‘der of business. | company, | Bond said that a Dublin, Ireland,’ is completed. 
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si IN TRADE REVIEWS 








“Excitement and suspense. “Absorbing with suspense 
Should do well!” to keep any audience well 
—FILM DAILY entertained. Splendid, top 


drawer. Should draw well 


H | had 
“First rate. Unusually at boxoffice! 
fine performances!” —SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


—M. P. HERALD ‘‘Fine production!”’ 
—FILM BULLETIN 


“Action, suspense!” “Engrossing. Filled with 
—M. P. DAILY selling angles!’’ —-EXHIBITOR 
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Not since 


Spellbound’... 


a picture like this... — 


nd WOMAN 


"THE Second WOMAN’ 


with JOHN SUTTON ¢ HENRY O'NEILL © FLORENCE BATES * MORRIS CARNOVSKY 
Produced by MORT BRISKIN and ROBERT SMITH ¢ Directed by JAMES V. KERN _ 2 
Original Screenpidy by ROBERT SMITH © Musical Direction by NAT W. FINSTON ae: 
A HARRY M. POPKIN Production © Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 




























CHEERS FOR TEST 
ENGAGEMENT 
RESULTS!!! 


SMASH BUSINESS MIAMI, MINNEAPOLIS, 
HOUSTON, ATLANTIC CITY AND WATCH 

THE DOUGH ROLL IN IN ST. LOUIS, CINCINNATI, 
MILWAUKEE, TOLEDO, SYRACUSE, 
PHILADELPHIA, SAN FRANCISCO, LOS ANGELES 
AND OTHER TOP SITUATIONS! 
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NEW ones thru UA 





Sole f RRM Bayon > ecineley 





* 20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





PEFFFEPEE HEHEHE OHEHHEES © 





Clips From Film Row 





NEW YORK 


George A. Roberts, of 20th-Fox 
sales staff in charge of March of 
Time distribution, retired after 31 
years with Fox Films and 20th- 
Fox. Roberts held various exec 
sales positions, including shorts 
sales manager, having organized 
first Movietone News and short 
subjects sales dept. Associates-at 
home office gave him a testimonial 
luacheon Thursday (8). 

National Screen Service prexy 
Herman Robbins recovered enough 
from minor illness to be back at 
desk. 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
veepee and sales head, while in 
Chicago last week for sales con- 
fab, appointed A. H. Fischer as 
new division manager here. He 
was upped froin branch chief. Ben 
Elrod, former Warner’s city sales 
manager, was named branch mana- 
ger here. 

Joseph Slevin, formerly ad-pub 
manager of Nu-Art and Telecast 
Films, Inc., named publicity head 
of British Information Services’ 
films and promotion division, re- 
places Mrs. Grete Tebbitt, who re- 
tired after six years in job. 


BUFFALO 


Matthew V. Sullivan, branch 
manager for United Artists here 
for many years and later for Eagle 
Lion, appointed Warners branch 
manager here succeeding Peter 
De Fazio who becomes Warners’ 
Washington branch manager. 

Dick Powell at the Century for 
one-day personal Saturday with his 
“Cry Danger.” 

Charles Kosko and Bill Graham 
of 20th-Fox, with Eddie Meade, 
Shea flack, sat in for Andy Smith’s 
closed circuit Mutual nationwide 
“March Mystery Movie Tie-up” 
broadcast Thursday at station 
WEBR. 

James Barone new manager of 
Cinema. 

“Bitter Rice,” in its 10th week 
at the Mercury, still going strong, 
a record for this house. 


KANSAS CITY 


Vogue theatre changed hands, 
with A. C. Wooten taking over lease 
from W. D. Fulton. House is a 
554-seater and has been playing 
subsequent-runs. First film under 
new lineup is “Hamlet,” with prices 
scaled at 85c. top, highest in town 
for artfilms. 

Fox Midwest has flurry of execs 
on the sicklist, including Senn Law- 
ler, ad-pub chief; Lou Honig, real 
estate chief, and Leo Davis, man- 
ager of the Linwood. Davis is hos- 
pitalized with heart condition. Lin- 
wood is being handled by George 
ow moving over from the 

sis. 


PITTSBURGH 


With Prince theatre in Ambridge 
resuming full-time operation, Jo- 
seph Outly was appointed by War- 
ners to manage it; moves there 
from State in Wilkinsburg, Reuben 
Harris, of Regal, replacing him. 
Lester Kennedy, assistant at War- 
ner, becomes Regal manager. 

Holdings of Machael A. Gennau- 
la, part owner, in Spotlight 88 
Drive-in near Beaver Falls, pur- 
chased by Ralph M. Felton and 


privacy 
40th to 41st Sta . 


COMPLETELY 
AIR-CONDITIONED 


Reservations, 
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Joseph Bordonaro, Jr. Felton con- 
| tinues as corporation prexy an 

'manager of ozoner. Bordonaro 
won't be active in the operation 
| since in the wholesale produce biz. 
| Robert M. Dale appointed assist- 
ant to Manager Bill Zeilor at J. P. 
Harris, Harris circuit’s key down- 
town house. Previously he was at 
Liberty and the Newsreel. 

After more than four years of 
planning and several seasons of 
work, with excavating costs of 
around $100,000, twin-screen drive- 
in project on Route 30 near East 
McKeesport was abandoned, ac- 
cording to Andrew Melanos, son 
of late Nick Malanos, who goes 
into the Army soon. Because of 
recent death of his father and his 
impending service, younger Ma- 
lanos said the proposed 2,000-car 
ozoner will not be completed now. 

With moving of Ernest Sands to 
: WB exchange in Cleveland to suc- 
| ceed the late David Kaufman, Paul 
Krumenacker, who had _ been 
branch manager here, was tem- 
porarily named to take over Sands 
West Virginia territory. For time 
being D. F. (Dinty) Moore, who 
maintains his WB district office in 
Pittsburgh, is managing the local 
branch, 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Joe Powers, manager of subur- 
ban Golden Valley, recuperating 
after hospital siege. 

Ben Friedman, circuit owner, 
given federal authority to expend 
$50,000 in remodeling one of his 
| Albert Lea, Minn., theatres. 
| Don Swartz, independent distrib- 
| utor, announced he will henceforth 
‘refuse to distribute any films that 
| have been or about to be released 
for TV. 

First admission boost in several 








years in downtown Minneapolis 
and St. Paul finds Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (United Paramount 


Theatres) and RKO theatres jump- 
ing 6c to 76c after 5 p.m. For 
occasional stageshows at Radio 
City, MAC has tilted scale from 85c 
to $1 after 5 p.m. In Minneapolis, 
four MAC and two RKO theatres 
are affected. It’s indicated that 
other top loop houses will follow. 
“Of Men and Music” will be 
roadshown here at Lyceum, legit 
house, starting March 19, at $1.80 
top and all seats reserved. 

W. R. Frank host to exhibitors, 
press and radio at cocktail and 
dinner parties for Dick Powell, star 
of the Frank-Wiesenthal picture, 
“Cry Danger.” Powell here for 
personals on film’s opening day at 
Twin City Orpheums. : 
Paul Mans, circuit owner, win- 
tering in Arizona. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


The Belvedere here, a $100,000 
house, has been formally opened 
by three brothers, Herbert, Harold 
and, Arthur Sherman of Jackson- 
ville, N. C., who own the house. 
Mack D. Herman, manager of 
Drive-In on Highway 70 near Bur- 
lington, left to go into service. J. E. 
White, former manager of the 
State, Greensboro, has replaced 
Herman. 

Ben Allen named manager of 
three Greensboro, N. C., houses in 
the Consolidated Theatres string, 
replacing Robert Fogleman. Asso- 
ciated with Consolidated since 
1932, Allen managed theatres in 
Charlotte, Winston-Salem and 
Durham, 








DENVER 


Doris Wille, office manager and 
booker at Republic, quitting to 
keep house for husband and family. 

Steve Ward, recently Universal 
—. now managing the Santa 


e. 

Shortage of stenographic help 
plagues exchanges. Civil Service 
is prinel al competitor. 

ack Henry, Northside drive-in 
manager, Colorado Springs, Colo., 
moves to Greeley, Colo., #0. manage 
Motorena ozoner. 

J. C. Parker opening a new 350- 
ear, $65,000 drive-in in Dalhart, 
Texas, this spring. 

Milas Hurley opens new Canal, 
550-car drive-in in Tucumcari, 
N. M., about March 25. 


CHICAGO 


C. Scott Fletcher resigned as 
head of Encyclopedia Britannica 
Films, joining ex-University of 
Chicago chancellor, Robert Hut- 


Foundation board. 

February theatre tax collections 
reached $98,171, an 8% rise over 
, the preceding month, but 28% less 
(than -February, 1990, © .. 
Manor theatre taken 








| ‘over from | 
Balaban & Katz by Manor Amus. | 


don will manage. 


Saturday vaudeville shows 


may continue, depending on the 
i success of this week’s show at 
| Marbro theatre. 





Co., former operators. Vern Lang- 


Balaban & Katz’s initial try ba + 
or | 
kiddies at nabe houses paid off to | 
3,000 attendance last week. Policy | 


| ! | Picture 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 








Allied of Illinois prexy Jack Cry” (Indie). Good $14,000. Last 


'Kirsch heads up amusement divi- | week, 
sion of 1951 Red Cross campaign. | (RKO) 


H. & E. Balaban chain, operators 
of northside arty houses, Surf an 


patrons. Both houses are jointly 


Esquire, will kickoff soon with an- | “A bbott-Costello 
other line of impedimenta for its | wan” (U) and “Flame of Stamboul” 


“Payment on Demand” 
and “Law of Badlands” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
Meet Invisible 
(Col). 


Big $14,000. Last week, 


|slated to publish a bi-monthly | “California Passage’ (Rep) and 
|magazine to further interest in}«Belle Le Grand” (Rep), fair 
spots. Theatres are already offer- | $8 000. 

ing art shows, piano concerts,| Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80)— 


ia co-op plan among patrons to 


select pics. 


REGINA, SASK. 


Elite theatre, Kamsack, Sask., 


bought from Theatre Agencies, | 


| Winnipeg, by W. D. and F. D. 
Welykholowa, who own and op- 
erate the Capitol there. 

Four Famous Players houses 
| here—Capitol, Met, Rex and Grand 
|—boosted adult admissions 5c. 
| Night tab at Cap and Met is 60c 
|and at the other two 55c. Broad- 
|way and Roxy also upped their 
scales slightly. 


LOS ANGELES 


Realart Films acquired reissue 
rights to “Werewolf of London” 
'and “Mystery of Marie Roget,” 
filmed by Universal in 1935 and 
1942. “Mystery” will carry a new 
tag, “Phantom of Paris.” 

Mayfair ‘Pictures, new West 
Coast distribution firm, will release 
six J. Arthur Rank pix, “‘Bad Lord 
Byron,” “Man of Two Worlds,” 
“Maniacs on Wheels,” “Pink 
String, Sealing Wax,” “Daybreak” 
and “Massacre Hill.” 

“Bitter Rice’ set a new mark 
for a foreign film last week when 
it opened day-and-date’ on the 
Coast in 47 houses. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


D. B. Cockrill, head of Denham 
Theatres, Denver, here to complete 





eration of Gamble Enterprises’ 
half interest in Greater Indiana- 
polis Amus. Co., which Denham 
purchased. 

Granada, deluxe southside neigh- 
hood theatre, closed its doors last 
time Sunday night (11), and it will 
be converted into a variety store 
by the G. C. Murphy Co. House 
policy will be transferred to 1,300- 
seat Fountain Square. 


SYRACUSE 


Edmund E. Linder has _ been 
named resident manager of the 
newly opened Astor theatre here, 
succeeding George Maxwell. Roy 
D. Moro, assistant manager of the 
aa. will continue as Linder’s 


aide. 

Samuel R. Walker, executive 
vice-president of the City Enter- 
tainment Corp., operators of the 
Astor, reports that the new first- 
run single feature policy at the 
Salina st. house has clicked. The 
downtown house, formerly known 
as the RKO Empire, will bring 
legitimate offerings here, too. 


Raiders’ Trim $11,000 
Tops Omaha; ‘Affair’ 96 


Omaha, March 13. 

Rain, sleet and cold again played 
a return date over the weekend, 
cutting down grosses. Orpheum, 
with “Kansas Raiders” and “Under 
the Gun” had best opening despite 
conditions and looks trim. “The 
Enforcer” at the Brandeis started 
off fair with fairly good week 


likely. “September Affair” at Para- 
mount shapes light. 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70) — “Kansas Raiders” (U) and 
“Under the Gun” (U), Trim $11,- 
000 despite weather. Last week, 
“Mystery Submarine” (U) and 

“Sleeping City” (U), $10,000. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 
16-70)—“‘September Affair” (Par). 
Despite preview, light $9,000 
looms. Last week, “Climb Highest 

Mountain” (20th), about same. 
Omaha -(Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—‘Highway 301” (WB) and “Coun- 
ty Fair” (Mono). Just okay at $8,- 
500. Last week, “Undercover Girl” 
(U) and “Baron Arizona” (Lip), 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“The Enforcer” (WB). Fairly good 
$7,000. Last week, “Born Yester- 
day” (Col) (2d wk), $5,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-375)— 





chins, and Paul Hoffman, on Ford | $7,800 





$4,000. Last week, $5,500, 


| Tabor. 
; “Storm Warning” 


coffee and cigarettes, and using | “Target Unknown” (U) and “Per- 


fect Woman” (EL), also Aladdin, 
Webber. Sock $9,500. Last week, 
“Storm Warning” (WB) and 
“Blondie To College” (Col), $8,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80)— 
“Target Unknown” (U) and ‘“Per- 
fect Woman” (EL), also Aladdin, 
Big $4,500. Last week, 
(WB) and 
“Blondie To College” (Col), $4,000. 


‘RATON’ RICH $10,000, 
PORT.; ‘MIKE’ BIG 116 


Portland, Ore., March 13. 

An unexpected blizzard has 
stalled transportation and cut into 
| boxoffice receipts this week. “Born 
| Yesterday” is still drawing in its 
|fourth week. “Raton Pass” shapes 
up well at the Broadway, while 
“Three Guys Named Mike” is sock 
at United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 50-90) 
|—‘Raton Pass” (WB) and ‘Missing 
Women” (Rep). Solid $10,000. Last 
week, “‘Tomahawk” (U) and “Under 
Gun” (U), $12,700. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-90)— 
“Tomahawk” (U) and “Under Gun” 
(U} (m.o.). Fancy $6,500. Last week, 
“Sound of Fury” (UA) and “Girl 








| San Lorenzo” (UA) (3 days), $800. 


Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
90)—“September Affair” (Par) and 
“Second Face” (Par), day-date with 





“Steei Helmet” (Lip) (2d wk). Fair “Bowery Battalion’ 


Paramount. Okay °$5,000. Last 
week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip) and 


: | “Three Desperate Men” (Lip), $5,- 
arrangements for taking, over Op- | g00 ? P), $ 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
90)—“‘Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Stage to Tucson” (Col) (4th wk). 


| Sock $7,500. Last week, $8,800. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
50-90)—“‘September Affair’ (Par) 
and “Second Face” (Par), also Ori- 
ental. Oke $7,500. Last week, 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Three 
Desperate Men” (Lip), $7,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
90)—‘‘Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G). Sock $11,000.- Last week, 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) (4 
days), $2,000. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
i gl $4,000 after big $5,000 last 
week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80) — 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip). Disappoint- 
ing $9,000, but signs of building. 
Last week, “Payment on Demand” 
(RKO) (2d wk), nice $7,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 
74) — “Passion’s Payment” (Indie) 
and “Hitler’s Strange Love” (In- 
die) (reissues). Sturdy $7,000. Last 
week, “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(m.o.) (2d wk), fine $7,500 in final 
9 days of 5-week midtown run. 

“ Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 

Climb Highest Mountain” (20th). 
Satisfactory $16,000. Last week, 
Call Me Mister” (20th), $15,000. 





—“Hen Vv” (Indie) (reissue). 
Sturdy $3,500. Last week, “They: 
Were Not Divided” (EL), sluggi 

; for run. 
M Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74) — 
Branded” (Par). Pleasant $13,600. 
yest ae “Enforcer” (WB), okay 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-90) — 
“So Long At Fair” (EL) (2d wk). 
Bright 000 after $7,500 last 


. week, 





—_—_— 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Kim” (M-G) and “Mrs. O'Malley, 
Mr. Malone” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 


ing Woman” (Rep), 


Sl 7,000. 
Un ow $7,000 


week, “ r Universe” 
(EL) and “Blue Lamp” (EL), 
$5.300. 


Yalomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-70) 
— “Halls Montezuma” (20th) and 
“Frenchie” (U) (2d runs). Dull 
$2,500. Last week, “Operation 
| Pacific” (WB) and “Watch Birdie” 
| (M-G) (2d runs), $2,800. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) — “Great Missouri Raid” 
(Par) and “Navy Bound” (Mono). 
Light $8,000. 
_ head 





pga 


1000. in 10 days. 
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Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-90) | 





90)—“Raton Pass” (WB) and “Miss- 


Last week, “Red-, 
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Hoidovers Best 


Hub: | 
‘Mountain’ Fair $14,500, 
‘Redhead’ NSH $15,000 


Boston, March 13. 
Biz continues to be way off thig 
stanza with influx of Easter shop. 


pers no help to trade. Newcomers 
all shape mild with low average ac- 
tivity reported. “Born Yesterday” 
in fourth stanza at Orpheum igs 
holding okay while “Payment on 
Demand” in third week at Astor 
shapes oke. “I’d Climb Highest 
Mountain” at Memorial looks fair, 
“Redhead and Cowboy” at Para- 
mount and Fenway is only fair. 
“Grounds for Marraige” at State 
looms fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Payment on Demand” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Okay $10,500 after nice $14,- 
000 for second. 

Boston (RKO) (38,200; 40-85)— 
“Condemned to Hang” (Indie) and 
“Guilty of Murder” (Indie) (reis- 
sues) split week with “Operation 
Disaster” (U). Thin $8,500. Last 
week, “Korea Patrol” (EL) and 
“Mad Loves Dr. Goebbels” (Indie), 
$12,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) and 
“Missing Women” (Rep). Mild $4,- 
000. Last week, “Enforcer” (WB) 
and “Model Wife” (Indie) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Not bad $3,700. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Hue and Cry” (Indie). Pass- 
able $14,500. Last week, “Cry 
Danger” (RKO) and “Call Klon- 
dike” (Mono), $12,500, 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 


—‘Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB) 
and “Cuban Fireball” (Rep). Weak 
$12,500. Last week, “Call Me Mis- 


ter” (20th) and “Blue _ Blood” 
(Mono) (2d wk), $10,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (4th wk). 
— $10,000 after good $14,500 for 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—“Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) 
and “Missing Women” (Rep). Fair- 
ish $11,000. Last week, “Enforcer” 
(WB) and “Model Wife” (Indie) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), $9,000. 
. State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 
Cockeyed Wonder” (Col). Mild 
$8,500. Last week, “Al Jennings 
esa i eae J ~~ Vic Damone, 
en O’Conne others, on 
$15,000. ’ — 





Dick Morgan Ankles ELC 

Richard Morgan, film attorney 
and specialist on clearances and 
competitive bidding, ankled Fy.gle 
Lion Classics late last week after 
a stay of less than a month. 

He was hired by William J. 
Heineman, who since shifted from 
the top ELC gales post to the 
same position at United Artists. 
It’s presumed he left because of 
Heineman’s departure. 


4 ENGINE DOUGLAS ol arr. B5 
Direst from La Guardia and Newark 
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1 STOP 


1 Way 


Wy NORTH AMERICAN 
eA KITINES 
Free Ticket Del’y, Isr. Flights, plus taz 
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ATTRACTIVE APARTMENT 


403 W. 44th St., New York, 2'2 rooms, 
unfurnished, newly remodeled, neor 
all theatres. $92 per month. Phone 
Mr. Kessler, wt. é vee ; 
Circle 6-6900 
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NEED NEW IDEAS TO HOLD 


‘Ratingitis Pot Fi nally Comes to Boil: 
Mull Cooperative Measuring Service 


The audience measurement pot+ 





has come to a boil since the Spe- 
cial Test Survey Committee last 
week “issued its report suggesting 
ways to clarify the chaotic research 
situation. 

New developments on the count- 
front are: 

1—C. E. Hooper proposed that 
advertisers, agencies, stations and 
networks should collectively spon- 
sor, control and support a broad- 
cast measurement service using one 
standard. ‘ 

2 —The Pulse, Inc., announced a 
new “multi-market” service. 

3—A. C. Nielsen gave qualified 
support to STSC and offered some 
suggestions. 

4.—STSC 
research specialists will discuss the 
STSC report Monday (19) at the 
Hotel Shelton, N. Y., with Ameri- 
can Marketing Assn., N. Y. Radio- 
Television Research Council, and 
N. Y. Radio Executives Club par- 
ticipating. 

Hooper proposed an‘* industry- 
wide, non-profit association in the 
rating field, using his Hoopere- 
corder, a mechanism which. auto- 
matically determines which pro- 
gram a set is dialed to by means 
of an impulse transmitted via tele- 
phone lines. Hooper admitted cost 
of his system would be “high ini- 
tially,” but added it would cost 
$40 per one-set home and $60 per 
multiple-set home, compared with 
$400 for each Nielsen Audimeter 
home. 

Some research toppers, noting 
Hooper’s plan for an industry-wide 
service, claimed that it was Hooper, 
who had “brought about the de- 
mise” of the old Cooperative Anal- 
ysis of ‘Broadcasting. 

Commenting on the STSC re- 


port, Nielsen stressed that he has, 


Chevvy in Switch 
May Buy ‘Hear It 


Chevrolet was reported ready 
this week to pick up the tab on 
CBS’ “Hear It Now,” hour-long 
news documentary series featuring 
Edward R. Murrow. Produced by 
Fred Friendly and aired Friday 
nights from 9 to 10 o’clock, “Hear 
It” has consistently outpulled its 
competing programs since it was 
launched several months ago, but 
CBS until now hadn't been able to 
Snare a sponsor. 

If Chevvy buys the series, it will 
represent a reverse twist on the 
usual AM to TV path followed by 
many advertisers. Never a heavy 
Spender in radio, the car company 
Was one of the first big bankrollers 
in video. During the last year, how- 
ever, it has dropped all its TV 
sponsorship except for a continu- 
ing spot campaign, Campbell- 
Ewald is the agency. 


MPLS, PASTOR QUITS TO 
BECOME NEWS GABBER 


Minneapolis, March 13. 








John G. Simmons has resigned. 


his St. Marks Lutheran church pas- 
torate here and quit the ministry 
to become, among other things, a 
news commentator on WDGY. His 
daily show is titled “Inside of the 
News,” and he’ll have the distinc- 
tion of being the only local news 
Commentator in the Twin City area. 

A civic leader for many years, 
Simmons was recently an unsuc- 


cessful candidate for mayor of Min- 


neapolis. 





Polka to Pastorate 

Cleveland, March 13. 

George Plagenz is giving up his 
Polka disk trick at WDOK to be- 
come assistant minister at King’s 
Chapel, Boston. 
Plagenz received his degree at 
arvard; came back to Cleveland 
Where he wrote sports at WTAM, 
took a whirl at news editing at 


members and other | 


'Garry Moore took over the emcee- 


New Mail Call? 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Now the drama critics can 
have their inning with Marga- 
ret Truman, or what’s left 
after the music reporters had 
their say. The President’s 
daughter will play a straight 
dramatic role opposite James 
Stewart on the Screen Direc- 
tors Playhouse broadcast of 
“The Jackpot” March 29. The 
part was played by Barbara 
Hale in the picture. 

Under her contract with 
NBC she can be assigned to 
either TV or radio. 


Vet Breneman 
‘Welcome H wood 








Hollywood, March 13. 
“Welcome to Hollywood,” with 
which the late Tom Breneman pio- 
neered the audience participation 
format, fades from ABC after four 
more weeks to open up more net- 


EM 





NETS SEEK FRESH 


With many of the programs 
which had been radio standards for 
years now going begging for 
sponsors, network program execs 
believe the time has come to 
break out some radically new con- 
cepts in show ideas. It’s okay to 
boost radio’s merits as a top sell- 
ing medium, they say, but unless 
they come up with imaginative 


showmanship to catch the fancy not 
only of sponsors but of the listen- 


PROGRAM SLANTS 


CBS Spurs Sponsor Buying in Dog Days 
By Special Program Cost Discounts 


a’ 





v 


Kid Stuff 

WNBC, key station for NBC 
in New York, is shaping up as 
a “youth opportunity” outlet. - 
Among the top personnel are 
sales manager Bill Rich, 28 
years old; promotion-ad man- 
ager Leonard Safir, 29; WNBT 
sales manager Jack Reber, 30; 
WNBT program manager Ivan 
Reiner, 35; and publicity di- 
rector Wini Schaefer, 23. 

“Old man” is general man- 





stay on top. 


What that new concept in pro- 
gramming will be, web chiefs so 
far have no idea. One of the main 
factors involved must be the dis- 
covery of new talent to replace the 
established names who obviously 
no longer deliver the audiences. 
Program toppers point out that 
many radio personalities who! 
pulled big ratings almost auto- 
matically for years, now have lit- 
tle or no attraction for sponsors. 
As for program formats, the long 


Airer to Fade of cancellations on’ situation 


; comedies, for years the stronghold | 
of AM, underlines the need for 


new ideas to replace them. 
Difficulty of dreaming up those 
necessary new formats is empha- 
sized by NBC’s record to date with 
its “Big Show.” While the show 





work time for Mary Margaret Mc- | 
Bride. One of the earliest network | 
shows from the Coast, ‘“‘Welcome”’ 
passed through two title changes 
since Breneman made it one of the 
highest rated daytime shows. 
Originally “Breakfast at Sardi’s,” 
it later became “Breakfast in Hol- 
lywood.” Upon Breneman’s passing, 


has been acclaimed by many as 
one of the brightest ideas to hit 
radio for years, NBC has been able 
to sell only one half-hour of the 
90-minute program—and that has 
been to three participating bank- 
rollers falling in under’ the 
web’s “Operation Tandem” system. 
Spokesmen point out that even 
though the show may be attracting 


ing public, they can’t expect AM to 


Sb Question’ Is 


ager Ted Cott, aged 34. 








Phil Baker's Own 


CBS, in an effort to stimulate a 


|greater number of sponsors to come 


into radio this summer, is offering 
a special incentive plan in which 
the advertisers pay the standard 
time rates, but get a discount on 
programs. Offer is open both to 
regular sponsors who might want 
lower-cost shows during the hiatus 
period than they carry during the 
year gnd to new advertisers who 
are not represented during the reg- 
ular season. 


Under the plan, an advertiser 
would pay for summer programs 
the difference between the com- 


| mercial asking price on the show 


and its sustaining cost. Thus, ac- 
cording to AM sales chief John 
Karol, if a pregram has a $2,000 
weekly sustaining cost but goes 
commerciel at $4,000, a sponsor 
during summer could get the show 
for the difference between the two 
prices, or $2,000. Web had a simi- 





Radio-IV Jackpo 





Question” show for the Biow 
first sparked that Eversharp pro- 
gram into a quiz show niche all its 


own. In between, Milton Biow, 


has had Eddie Cantor, Garry 
Moore, Bob Hawk and Jack Paar 
as conferencier, Blow and NBC are 
currently sustaining the ‘‘$64” show 
in order to preserve the time-slot, 
and likelihood for early sponsor- 
ship. 


Meantime Baker is setting a 
film version of “Three On a 
Honeymoon” — interviews with 
/honeymoon couples — for NBC 
| video. Sid Reznik, who scripts 





agency, completing a cycle since he | 


lar plan in effect last summer and 
| succeeded in selling Wrigley’s 36 
| half-hours of time, with the bank- 
| roller filling the periods with vari- 


Phil Baker is back on the “$64: ous stanzas of six different pro- 


| grams. 

| CBS, in pitching up the plan to 
agencies, is repeating its argu- 
ments of last season that the sum- 
mer radio audience is actually 


various rating figures. None of the 
rating services, the web points out, 
takes into account portablee and 
car radios, and the number of va- 
| cationers who might not be at their 
| regular addresses when the raters 
|come around for surveys but are 
nonetheless still listening to their 
| radios. 

| Web also underlines the fact that 
(Continued on page 34) 
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ing. Jack McElroy has guided the 


Frank Samuels is dickering with | indicating the figures won't get any 


more listeners than its ratings | “Songs For Sale,” authored it. | 
would indicate, the peak of the| Jack Bertell, Baker’ | BC Woo B lk 
show last two years. ABC veepee | rating season has virtually passed, _ ‘has also set the come-| 5 u 


| manager, has also set the come- 
dian-emcee with WITH, Baltimore, 


ithe east, and played back here the | 


package owner Chet Mittendorf | 
and McElroy.for another show of | 
similar format for nightime pro- 
gramming. Show is transcribed for 


next day. o 





Educ’l Program Entries 
Fall Off for Ohio Meet; 
146 Exhibitors in Line 


Columbus, O., March 13. 


More than 400 recorded entries 
of programs aired over U. S. and 
Canadian radiq stations the past 
year have been submitted for 
judging in the 15th annual Ameri- 
can Exhibition of Educational Pro- 
grams, Dr. I. Keith Tyler of Ohio | 
State U. announced. 

This is about 50 less than the | 
1950 exhibit. Exhibition is held in| 
connection with the annual In-| 
stitute for Education by Radio, di- 
rected by Dr. Tyler. In addition 
to the recorded entries, some 250, 
additional radio and television pro- | 
grams on the national networks | 
will be judged “live” by a special | 
committee in the New York area. 

Recorded programs were entered ' 
by 146 individual exhibitors, about | 
half of them commercial stations. 
Cooperative judging centers lo- 
cated in various cities throughout 
th: nation will evaluate the pro- 
grams. Awards will be announced 
May 4 at the Institute meet, to be 
held in the Deshler-Wallick hotel 
ir Columbus May 3-6, with the 
winning programs available for 
listening in audition rooms. 


NBC Eyes 2d Show Train, 
From Va. Via Pennsy 


Success of the show train from 
Hartford and Boston on the N. Y., 
N. H. & Hartford R. R. to its “Big 
Show” broadcast Feb. 18 has cued 
NBC to start work on a similar 
junket from Virginia, via the Penn- 
sylvania R. R. : 

For the Hartford-Boston trip, 
1,555 passengers paid up to $6 
apiece for fare to see the Tallulah 
Bankhead-emceed stanza in. the 











WPOK and then moyed .into .the 
Uisk twiphing. stint, . ;« m 
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Genter ‘theatre, N.' Ye) \°" 


larger. | On a one-year, open-end disk jockey 
As for the standard programs | show (taped), two hours a day for 
with established success records, | six days, 2-4 p.m. It’s a firm 52- 
CBS only .last week lost General} week deal at $35,000. As other 
Foods as bankroller on its “My! markets in Philadelphia, Wash- 
Favorite Husband.” Same _ web, ington, Chicago, etc., open up, the 
has been unable to find any takers | $35,000 cost cuts to 30G, 25G, etc., 
for Hal Peary, the original “Great! for the successive cities, as Ber- 
Gildersleeve,” despite its having’ tell has had it set up. 
trimmed the asking price. Ed Gard-| Baker, who sold his East 92d 
ner’s “Duffy’s Tavern,” another | street town house in New York, 
show with many years of success- | has taken a larger house in Field- 

















this year only as part of NBC's’ programs. He flies to Puerto Rico, 
micks” has been proved by the 

On WNEW Coin Aids Indie 
Again,” continue successful, the 
program ideas that will sell falls, proving an aid to the indie. Bruno, 
95°% time-buyers and not creators. | air plugs for other TV sets and 
| 
to do a daily five-minute sports 
five-minute newscas’ which will im- 
on stations in the non-major league 


“Tandem” plan. March 20, for the last Ed Gard- 
That these new program con-' ner (“Duffy’s Tavern’) taped show 
cepts must be based on old-type of the season, 
showmanship and not on “gim-|- 
dearth of any new giveaway shows. Bruno-New York Cutback 
While those that got in first with 
good talent and production, _ 
as “Stop the Music” and “Sing It ; re 
rash of carbons that followed has In Easing Trade Limits 
subsided to virtually zero. Cancellation by Bruno-New York 
Networks, meanwhile, emphasize Of a portion of its $300,000 yearly 
that the job of coming up with expenditure on WNEW, N. Y., is 
completely on them. Agencies; which distributes RCA-Victor ra- 
have given up most of their radio dio-tele sets and other appliances, 
programming activities, to the | had an exclusive arrangement with 
point where they are now almost | WNEW whereLy the latter couldn’t 
appliances. Bruno's curtailment 
thus permits the yeeeeig to ink 
: other tele and appliance biz. 
Stan Lomax to Do Daily | Indie has signed mg o 
ances and has a waiting list for 
- Sports Roundup for M 
Stan Lomax, WOR (N. Y.) sports- 
caster, has been iuked by Mutual 
roundup before the web’s co-op 
“Game of the Day” baseball play- 
by-plays. Lomax airer will run 
ahead of the “Bab-O Reporter,” 
mediately precede the ballcasts. 
Another Bab-O newscast will be 
beamed at the game’s conclusion. 
Although “Game” is heard only 
areas, the Lomax and Bab-O airers 
will be carried on the full web. 
Lomax program is being pitched to 
national advertisers. Last year R. J. 
Reynolds backed a sports roundup 
before and after the “Game broad- 
Tie eee eae 
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Summer Buyers 


NBC is wrapping up several pack- 
ages for bulk buying by advertisers 
during the summer months. Web’s 
aim is to snag saturation clients, 
along the lines of the campaigns 
used by General Mills on NBC and 
by Wrigley’s gum on CBS last year. 

All packages can’t be set at this 
time, due to the fact that the sum- 
mer hiatus plans of regular bank- 
rollers aren’t complete. However, 
the web is making its pitches, first 
to General Mills and also to other 
agencies and sponsors. 

Web has also made the decision 


a year round basis. It will estab- 
, lish a lower price for the “Tan- 
'dem” shows during the warm 
weather season. “Big Show” is go- 
ing off for the summer, and will be 
replaced with three half-hour 
| shows, one of which will be in the 
“Tandem” setup. 


RADIO-VIDEO STATIONS 
EXEMPT FROM BLDG. BAN 


| ~ Washington, March 13. 

' Buildings primarily to house ra- 
dio and television stations are ex- 
'empt from the National Production 
‘Authority's blanket ban on con- 
,Struction for recreational and com- 





, 





‘other distributors. Sales veepee Ira mercial purposes. Generally speak- 


‘Herbert reported station’s hard- 
| goods billings now top any pre- 
vious year. P 

| Station, incidentally, is going 
/ahead with construction to up its’ 
' power from 10 to 50kw. , 


Garth Montgomery V.P. 
At Kenyon & Eckhardt, 


Garth Montgomery, TV director) 
of Kenyon & Eckhardt and pro-| 
ducer of CBS-TV’s “Ford The-| 
atre,” has been named veepee and | 
AM-TV director of the agency. 

Montgomery takes over the vee- | 
peeship of William A. Chalmers, | 
who has resigned. Chalmers has 











which he'll annouuce future plans., 


ing, no commercial or amusement 
structures costing more than $5,000 
may be erected without specific 
NPA approval, but a limited num- 
ber of exemptions were announced 
over the weekend. 

‘Plants to publish newspapers, 
magazines and books are also ex- 
on but theatres come under the 

an. 





New Ziv Sales Reps 

Frederic W. Ziv Co. has added 
four new sales reps. 

William M. Mertz, Jr., has: been 
assigned to the Chi area. Joe Glass 
goes to the southeastern division, 
headquartering in Memphis. Larry 
L. Stewart will travel from Miami 


left for a Florida vacation, after ; and James C. McCormick, wil) a 


Southern: California from 
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Cherchez La Femme: See More Women 


On Air as Defense Program Hypoes 


Norman, Okla., March 13. 


yX 





More women commentators and 
announcers can be expected on 
radio and TV stations as fhe de- 


fense program progresses, Charter 
Heslep, chief of the radio-TV 
branch of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, predicted here Saturday 
(10). 

Addressing the 10th Annual Con- 
ference on Station Problems at the 
U. of Oklahoma, Heslep said that, 
due to the drain on manpower, it 
will be necessary to utilize women. 
During the last war, he recalled, 
station KVOO in Tulsa operated 
an all-girl newsroom. Today, he 
added, station WMAZ in Macon, 
Ga., has two girl newscasters who 
have good ratings and “contented 
sponsors.” 

Women, too, are handling news 
on TV, said Heslep, pointing to 
the success of Martha Roundtree, 
moderator on “Meet the Press,” 
and Faye Emerson and Jinx Falk- 
enberg’s interview stanzas. 

Heslep said that in many small 
stations, personnel are already be- 
ing called upon to fill several jobs. 
This will become increasingly nec- 
essary, he warned. 

Discussing the broadcasters’ role 
during the emergency, Heslep said 
that “the terrific emotional re- 
sponse of the public to radio and 
television” gives the media a great- 
er responsibility than the press in 
averting panic. Pointing to the 
“staggering problems” of civil de- 
fense, he said that the instant re- 
sponse of radio may mean the sav- 
ing of hundreds of thousands of 
lives should the bombs fall. — 


Heslep pointed out that the Of- 
fice of Civil Defense urges citizens 
to @urn on their radios in the event 
of atomic attack. A CD pamphlet, 
he noted, declares that the bomb’s 
raidoactivity won’t interfere with 
radio or TV reception and that the 
media may be the main source of 
emergency instructions. 


Entire K.C. Blues Season 
To Be Aired in Big Suds 
Deal; Auto Dealers In 


Kansas City, March 13. 


Baseball is set to be aired this 
geason on what’s believed to be the 
biggest sports package ever sold 
on radio here. Muehlebach Brew- 
ing Co. has signed to underwrite 
the entire 154-game season of the 
Kansas City Blues (American 
Assn.), with Larry Ray at the mike 
over WHB. 


As in past seasoris, Ray works 
the home games remote from the 
Blues Stadium, and will do the 
road games by Western Union and 
fill-in. Pact was announced by Otis 
Bryan, Muehlebach prexy, at com- 
pany’s annual sales convention 
here March 8-9. First meeting of 
the ‘Blues Fan Club to celebrate 
the event is scheduled for today 
(Tues.) at the brewery. Gontract 
also involves a deal with the Blues 
management whereby Muehlebach 
beer will be an exclusive in the 
stadium this year, 


In addition, Muehlebach has 
signed for a five-minute segment 
of the regular Larry Ray sports 
quarter-hour at 6:15 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. That deal keeps 
Muehlebach on the air the year 
around, and makes the brewery 
probably the biggest spender of 
funds on radio sports here. 


WHB has followed up by selling 
en se solid around the baseball 

roadcasts. Pitts-Pratt Motor Co. 
(Dodge) has signed for a quarter- 
hour record show preceding each 
evening game Monday through Fri- 
days. Gillmor Motor Co. (Dodge) 
has taken a quarter-hour before 
each Saturday and Wednesday 





_ game, both afternoon sessions. Ad- 


miral TV has signed for a quarter- 
hour disk show between double- 
headers, Sundays, holidays and eve- 
nings. There is the usual lineup of 
sports before and after games. 





Helbros Gets Carmichael 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Helbros watch has bought Hoagy 
Carmichael for three five-minute 
programs a week. Musical briefs 
will be recorded in Hollywood and 
spot booked. 

As a starter, the show will air 
on 100 stations. 


wr 


Macy’s Tells Gimbels! 


New York FM indie WFDR 
has incepted new _ station 
breaks informing listeners of 
competing programs on other 
radio and television stations. 

A typical Sunday announce- 
ment goes, “It’s six o'clock. 
If you’re in the mood for 
news, stay tuned to this sta- 
tion. But if you’d rather hear 
Tallulah Bankhead, tune to 
WNBC. This is New York’s 
adult radio* station, WFDR.” 
Other station breaks will say, 
“if you want opera, stay 
tuned to WFDR, but if you 
want Jack Benny, tune to 
WCBS.” Plugs will also cite 
CBS-TV’s “Studio One,” CBS’ 
“Hear It Now,” and other big 
shows. 

Indie’s objective in airing 
the “program warning” info, 
according to station manager 
Lou Frankel, is to enable 
dialers to stay tuned to WFDR 
without worrying about miss- 
ing outstanding airers on 
other outlets. Frankel feels 
the plan may lose the FM-er 
some audience, but by “giving 
the listeners the opportunity 
to shift we’re providing a serv- 
ice they’)l appreciate.” 


Philly Brewer 
Spreads on AM-TY 


Philadelphia, March 13. 


With two new television shows 
on WFIL-TV—a weekly hour-long 
telecast of the American Legion 
wrestling bouts in Los Angeles, and 
a three-times weekly, 15-minute | 
program of interviews and chatter | 
—the Adam Scheidt Brewing Co. 
clocks up a weekly total of nine | 
hours and 15 minutes on TV and 
radio. 


Shelley Gross, WFIL-TV staff an- 
nouncer, is host on the “Cafe Prior” 
show (Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
at 6:45 p.m.) which kicked off yes- 
terday (12), the first television 
sponsorship by Scheidt for Prior 
Beer. Valley Forge Beer and Rams- | 
head Aleare advertised on the 
wrestling telecasts (Mon., 10 p.m.), 
with the commentary by George 
Walsh, WFIL-TV sportscaster. The 
wrestling series is on film. 


Walsh has been closely identified 
with the product through his night- 
ly “George Walsh Looks ’Em Over” 
show, a 15-minute TV program, 
Monday through Friday, for 
Scheidt. The firm also sponsors a 
nightly WFIL radio show, “Valley 
Forge Stardust Time,” an hour- 
long program of popular music and 
chatter conducted by Bob Horn. 


These last two shows went on 
the air in September under terms 
of a five-year contract represent- 
ing a radio-television billing of 
more than $500,000. Agency for 
— Scheidt is Ward Wheelock 

oO. 


NEEDHAM AGENCY NOW 
HANDLING HOUSEHOLD 


Chicago, March 13. 

Household Finance Corp., whose 
ad biz was dropped by LeVally 
agency in January, is now being 
handled by Needham, Louis & Bror- 
by. James G. Cominos, who resigned 
his veepee and general manager 
berth at LeVally, is joining NL&B 
as HFC account exec. 

Total HFC billings run close to 
$1,000,000 yearly, with a heavy 
proportion in radio and TV spots. 
Loan company recently dropped 
CBS-TV’s “Peoples Platform,” but 
according to ad manager Newell T. 
Schwin, company “remains definite- 
ly interested in television.” 


N.Y. AFRA on Oaths 


New York membership of Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
last week passed a resolution scor- 
ing loyalty quizzes and oaths. 

Statement declared that in view 
of the union’s past position that 
professional ability should be the 
basis for hiring actors, it is op- 
posed to the oaths required by 
CBS and other employers. Resolu- 
tion will be presented to the en- 
tire membership for a referendum. 

















CBS Won’t Ride ‘Husband’ 
As Sustainer; Subs Mystery 


CBS doesn’t plan to keep “My 
Favorite Husband” on the air as 
a sustainer after General Foods 
‘bows out as sponsor. According to 
web spokesmen, the Lucille Ball 
starrer, which airs Saturday 
nights, has already proved its rat- 
ing pull on past performance. Thus, 
retaining it as a sustainer would 
represent needless expense. 

Web is currently planning to re- 
place “Husband” with one of the 
mystery series in its backlog of 
house packages. New series would 
be aired back to back with “Gang- 
busters,” now occupying the 9 to 
9:30 slot Saturday nights, and CBS 
hopes the block-booking will be 
more attractive to potential spon- 
sors. 


Advisory Board- 
Mulled to OSee 





Washington, March 13. 


Establishment of a Federal Ad- 
visory Board, to determine broad 
communications policy for the 
U. S. and to assign radio frequen- 
cies for Government use, has been 
reportedly recommended in a re- 
port of the President’s temporary 
Communications Policy Board. 

It’s understood that the report, 
which is expected to be released 
soon by the White House, states 
that FCC powers should remain in- 
tact and that the agency should be 
strengthened by more funds and 
personnel. 

The document reportedly carries 
no recommendations for shifting 





frequencies, but the advisory 
board it would create would be in 
a position to re-examine current 
allocations, with the view to free- 
ing spectrum space which the FCC 


{might allocate for commercial use. 


This was believed to be the only 
possibility suggested by which the 
VHF band might be expanded for 
commercial television—a proposal 
which has been frequently ad- 
vanced by the broadcasting in- 
dustry. 

If the board’s recommendations 
are accepted, the President would 
issue an executive order setting 
up the advisory agency. It is be- 
lieved only a small appropriation 
would be required, which might 
come from a special Presidential 
fund, to finance its operations, In 
the event of war, the proposed 
agency would play an important 
role in communications policy. 


All Pre-Season Cards 
Games Play-by-Play 
Aired by St. Loo Sudser 


St. Louis, March 13. 

Local baseball fans are“getting 
an early closeup of the Cardinals 
with the Griesedieck Bros. Brew- 
ery Co. sponsoring the play-by-play 
of all exhibition games over an 85- 
station midwest web originating at 
WIL, St. Louis. Gabber Harry 
Caray started the ball rolling Sat- 
urday (10) when he aired the first 
exhibition game between the Car- 
dinals and New York Giants in 
St. Petersburg. . 

Caray will travel with the Cardi- 
nals and there will be only two 
days when the team is not engaged 
in the exhibition games until it 
reaches St. uis for a two-game 
spring series with the Browns. 
Caray was teamed with the late 
Charles (Gabby) Street for the 
past five years in doing the play-by- 
play of the Cardinals games, but 
Street’s successor Hasn’t been an- 
nounced for the forthcoming sea- 


son. 

The Falstaff Brewing Co. will 
also be in the baseball limelight, 
having inked Buddy Blattner, for- 
mer member of the National 
League Phillies, for a play-by-play 
stint for the Browns during the 
coming season. Howard Williams, 
who has been’ broadcasting the 
Washington Senators games for 
several years, will be teamed with 
Blattner. The Browns games will 
be broadcast over KWK and ar- 
rangements are under way to air 
some of the éxhibition games to 
be played by the Browns in Cali- 
fornia. KWK will probably try to 
build up a network along the lines 
of that one. new carrying the Car- 








dinal games, 


—— 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Allen Stuart’s WJZ show expanded to thrice-weekly by Dynamie 
Stores . . . Carlton E. Morse signed by Treasury to script pic short 
for bond drive . . . ABC stations department manager Bill Wiley 
back from Bermuda honeymoon . . . Daniel E. Schmidt, 3d, joined 
WOR sales , . . William B. Dignam added to Broadcast Advertising 
Bureau as assistant to prexy ... Peter Donald transcribing several] 
“Share the Wealth” stanzas so he can take Cuba trip March 21 
| Martin Block profiled in current Seventeen mag. 


| RCA to hold its stockholders meeting May 1....Actress Julie Bennett 
'to guest on ABC’s “Talk Back” this week....Leonard Feather’s WOR 
| programm will originate April 7 from Birdland, with a live jam session 
that may turn into a regular Saturday event....Arrid has renewed 
“Sing It Again,” with Jan Murray, on CBS....Hank Sylvern conducted 
a recording session on “‘World Concert Band” last week on which three 
| of his own marches were featured....WOR traffic manager Barney 
Boyle will give the station's identification breaks in Gaelic on St, 
Patrick’s Day....Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield exec changes include 
upping of prexy Lawrence L. Shenfield to board chairman, with v.p. 
Donald K. Clifford named prez and Nelson O. Argueso promoted to 
treasurer....Affiliated Program Service feted Jean Sablon at the Plaza 
last week, with WOR salesmen as guests... .John Turner, Goodson-Tod- 
man program director, lectured on AM and TV at Princeton last week 
....Wade Arnold, NBC executive producer, is on a three-week vacation, 











U.S. Radio Policy 


first in two years, staying at home in Garden City, L. I.....Radio actor 
| Robert Dryden and wife, Harriet Davis, who recently resigned from NBC 
| where she was documentary research specialist, sailed Monday (12) for 
|a four-month vacation in Europe....Bob Donley new to “Backstage 
| Wife”. ...“Front Page Farrell” now includes Ray Johnson, Irene Hub- 
| bard, Helen Claire, Alan MacAteer, Arline Blackbrun, Chester Stratton 
and Haskell Coffin. 


Morris Novik in Norman, Okla., last week, where he addressed the 
Oklahoma Broadcasters Assn. and Assn. for Education by Radio.... 
| Mutual’s Arlene Jackson married to Harry Miller, AM-TV manufac- 
| turers’ rep....ABC’s Pauline Frederick to deliver two lectures in John- 
son City, Tenn., next week....Jim O’Bryon, MBS flack chief, in Miami 
....Andre and Bea (Wain) Baruch expecting their second child.... 
Eloise McElhone and Bill Warwick (of Warwick & Ledger agency) to 
wed in May....Bill (WCBS) Leonard and wife to Bermuda on brief 
junket Monday (12); Al Morgan pinch-hitting. ...George Fielding Eliot 
elected prexy of Assn. of News Analysts last week and took off for Eu- 
rope, whence he’ll broadcast for Mutual....Tom Reddy, relocating in 
Gotham from L. A., takes over announcing chores on “Guiding Light” 
and “Right to Happiness” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Milton Biow passed one week in town and Jack Runyon, headman of 
the agency here, lost plenty of weight trying to keep up with him.... 
Maurice Morten dropped off Phil Regan’s Pepsi-Cola camp show after 
one broadcast as director when two of his TV packages showed signs 


* 


| Of selling. Charlie Herbert will toss the cues on the 50,000-mile junket 


....Frank Ferrin in Chicago to talk renewals with Brown Shoe Co, 
for Smilin’ Ed McConnell, both radio and TV....Chet Huntley took 
one of his sponsors with him when he moved his news commentary 
from KNX to KECA-TV....Just to prove that he can act, too, Jack 
Benny took a booking on “Suspense” April 5. He'll play Hercules 
Remington, piano tuner, who géts in the way of a killer....Jack Owens 
got bopped by the flu, so his 16-year-old daughter took over his KNX 
—. ..-Paul Frees picked to play the title role of “Private Files of 
ymond Schindler,” the factual whodunit recorded at NBC, 


CBS moved up William Tankersley as manager of program opera- 
tions....Although they office in the same building in N. Y., Ernie 
Martin, co-producer of “Guys and Dolls,” and Al Levy, radio and TV 
packager, a caught up with each other for a lunch date at the 
Brown Derby, 3,000 miles away....Modernaires now on Club 15 five 
nights a week. Wheelock agency still screening hopefuls for the solo 
singing spot vacated by the Andrews Sisters....John Swallow says 
he’s much too busy out here to consider a TV call to N. Y.....Mae West 
turned down ABC’s Frances Scully for a guest shot. That’s staying 
mad at radio a long time....Paul Gale, NBC traffic head, has been 
moved up as manager of the Consolidated station relations and traffic 
departments. Alan Courtney will be his station relations contact. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


WMAQ commentator Cloyd Head back after a 10-month jaunt through 
Europe and the Middle East. Gabber returns to the air next month.... 
WGN sports chief Jack Brickhouse set to handle the Charlie Fusari- 
Johnny Bratton welterweight go here tonight (Wed.) for Pabst on CBS 
....James Eddy, J. Walter Thompson Hollywood publicity staffer, 
chaperoning D. P. Bushnell, Pasadena binocular magnate, through the 
Chi AM-TV interview circuit....Stu Dawson, of Dawson & Jackson 
packaging firm, in N. Y. on biz....Julian Bentley, WBBM-CBS news 
topper, leaves next week for a four-week news-gathering trek through 
Europe. Ed Scott and Larry Alexander will work his shows during his 
absence....WCFL will air feature events of the Daily News Relays 
Saturday night (17), with Harry Wismer calling the turns....WLS and 
“National Barn Dance,” Captain Stubby and the Buccaneers inked new 
year’s pact with Decca. , 


NBC account exec Jack Galbraith landed year's renewal from Miles 
Labs for “One Man’s Family”....Larry Whitney upped to assistant to 
publicity chief Jim Hanlon at WGN....WBBM feeding a half-hour sus- 
tainer to CBS weekly, featuring warblere Elaine Rogers and Lon Saxon, 
with studio band batoned by Caesar Petrillo....NBC o. & o. chief 
James Gaines and C. M. Tarice of the NBC N. Y. engineering depart- 
ment in Chi for a gander of operations here....Marshall Field retail 
account shifts from Foote, Cone & Belding to Calkins, Holden, Carlock, 
McClinton & Smith....Buff Cobb off the WMAQ “Chez Show” tem- 
porarily fighting a virus attack....Packager Walt Schwimmer east for 
conferences with his Gotham staff....WBBM music library director 
Howard Neumiller notched his 20th year at station....Wilson Packing 
picking up tab on a five-minute Saturday newscast on WMAQ....WLS 
night supervisor Jack Brinkley back on the job after a two-week illness 
....WGN chirper Nancy Carr guest-soloing at the Glen Ellyn Choral 
society March 27....Al Buettner emceeing the Saturday afternoon 
teenage show on WTMJ, Milwaukee, for Pet Ice Cream. 


IN WASHINGTON ... : oe 


American Women in Radio and Television, the independent successor 
to NAB’s Women Broadcasters, have skedded an organizing convention 
April 6-8, at Hotel Astor, New York. ... Unification reached into musical 
fields past week when all four U. S. Service Bands (Army, Navy, Marine 
and Air Force) got together for a concert over WASH-FM and the 
Continental Network. ...Quentin Reynolds narrated the dramatic por- 
tion of a special Anti-Defamation League (B’nai B'rith) airer over 
WWDC last Sunday (11)....Walter Compton, manager of WTTG-Du- 
Mont, is pioneering with the town’s first regular TV religious series, 
an across-the-boards afternoon telecast with reps of Jewish, Protestant 
and Catholie faiths. participating....Mac. McGarry teeing off a new 





disk jockey show over. WRC-NBC angled for the college crowd. 
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Set Manufacturers Admit Shortage 
In FM, Suggest Industrywide Study 





Leading set manufacturers to- 
day (Tues.) admitted there’s a 
shortage of FM receivers and rec- 
ommended that the industry con- 
duct a survey to determine where 
the shortage exists, and to what 
extent. Manufacturers will meet 
again with the broadcasters in 
April, to explore the situation 
more deeply. 

On the eve of the first big get- 
together between manufacturers 
and broadcasters to discuss FM 
problems, the Radio - Television 
Manufacturers Assn. last week is- 
sued its long-awaited breakdown 
of 1950 FM receiver prouction. It 
showed output of all types of sets, 
radio and TV, with FM reception at 
approximately 2,200,000. The fig- 
ure, it was estimated in FM circles, 
brought the number of FM sets in 
use in the U.S. to around 7,500,000. 

RTMA’s estimate, while showing 
a substantial increase over 1949 
production of about 1,500, 000 sets, 
occasioned no great delight among 
FM’ers. Some expressed disap- 
pointment that only 10% of last 
year’s production of TV sets in- 
cluded FM. considering that the 

roportion had once been around 
P5°>. Broadcasters contend that 
FM facilities can be included in 
TV sets at only a slight additional 
cost. 

The 1950 output of FM sets was 
divided into two main categories 
radio and TV. The breakdown 
showed table model AM-FM sets 
accounting for 773,800; combina- 
tion AM-FM phonograph consoles 
totaling 663,200; and TV-FM or 


(Continued on page 34) 


MBS News Co-op 
Sales Up 307, 


Sales of Mutual’s news co-op pro- 

—_ are up 30% over October, 
950, according to MBS co-op di- 

rector Bert Hauser, Last fall such 
web newscasts were backed on 633 
stations, compared with 824 sta- 
tions as of March 1, 1951—an in- 
crease of 191. Number of sponsors 
exceeds 824, as some outlets have 
multiple bankrollers. 

Gabber Fulton Lewis, Jr., leads 
the parade with backers on 340 
Stations—an increase of 54 stations 
Over last fall and a record for any 
¢o-op show on any network. 

Other MBS news co-ops, with 
number of sponsored stations, are: 
Cecil Brown (86 stations, against 
72 in October); Bill Cunningham 
(75, against 62 in October); Cedric 
Foster (171, against 125); Robert 
Hurleigh (55, against 32); “Mutual 
Newsreel” (71, against 37; “Re- 
porters Roundup” (26, against 21). 

Besides the co-ops, Mutual has 
brought in a lot of biz on its net- 
work news stanzas. Since Jan. 1 it 
has sold “Bab-O Reporter,” cross- 
the-board five-minute strips five 
times daily; two Cecil Brown news 
Shows for Harrison Products ahd 
State Farm Mutual Insurance Co.; 
and Gabriel Heatter on Thursday 
nights for Vitamin Corp. of Amer- 
- (replacing Amurol), starting 

arch 29, It also picked up some 


biz via Acousticon’s saturation 
campaign, 


Robinson Skedding More 
Ackerman Talks on Coast 


R ri program veepee Hubbell 
rin inson, Jr., is slated to leave 
yo the Coast March 23 for 10 
“ae of huddles with Coast veepee 
aa Ackerman. Duo hopes to de- 
pie during the talks which radio 
pew television programs will 
th ‘ginate from California during 
¢ Summer, 

“ Discussions will be a continua- 
Ack of those held in January when 
~ erman came east. At that time, 
aa entire summer schedule was 
Pet st out. Specific plans for TV 
je ry are still awaiting a final 

from the web's budgeting de- 











Coast Tail-Spins 
Hollywood, March 13. 


It was a rough week on shel- 
lac spinners. Two of them, 
Sam Mannis and Bob Hopkins, 
were dumped unceremonious- 
ly off KFWB and KNX, re- 
spectively. Latter, successor to 
Steve Allen on the midnight 
shift, had his program stopped 
midways when, according to 
his producer, “he was in no 
condition to continue.” Next 
— he was hacked off the pay- 
roll. 


Mannis, an _ auctioneer, 
whose theme was a belch, got 
a fast heave-ho from Harry 
Maizlish, KFWB prez, for 
flagrant breach of good taste 
in taking a few opprobrious 
swipes at personal enemies. 
His contract had a week to go, 
but Maizlish ordered him off 
the premises and reported the 
incident to the FCC. 


WLAW Becomes 
ABC Hub Outlet 


Boston, March 13. 


WLAW, ABC’s 50,000 watt outlet 
in nearby Lawrence, has signed an 
exclusive contract for the local 
franchise of the network, effective 
June 15. New setup will drop 
WCOP for the network, where it 
has been, since upping of WLAW’s 
power, in the unenviable position 
of competing with a network af- 
filiate with a signal 10 times 
stronger while less than 20 miles 
distant. 


According to an an announce- 
ment by Craig Lawrence, WCOP 
general manager, station will 
operate as an indie after June 15, 
programming music, news and spe- 
cial events tailored to the Greater 
Boston area. Stating that at pres- 
ent 60% of the programming is 
following this format, he added 
that the new policy will also build 
station personalities, probably 
along the lines of the Hub’s other 
indies, via d.j. shows. 

WLAW, owrted by Irving E. 
Rogers, owner and publisher of the 
Lawrence Eagle and_ Tribune, 
operates a sales office and studio 
in Boston, and while the quarters 
are expected to be enlarged, to 
what extent has not been decided 
at present. 





Yankee Net Coverage On 
Boston Braves Doubles 
Hub Area Ball Airings 


Boston, March 13. 

WNAC and the Yankee Network 
have signed with the Boston Braves 
to air the club’s road games in ad- 
dition to the previously announcéd 
home game sked. This move fol- 
lows the recent signing by WHDH 
to carry all games of the Red Sox, 
and will result in the Hub area 
being blanketed with twice the 
amount of baseball coverage of any 
previous year. In addition to com- 
plete Braves coverage on AM, all 
home day games and 14 arclight 
contests will be carried on TV, with 
WNAC-TV and by ag Ally pore 
the assignments. Jim Britt, Lester 
Smith and Bump Hadley, WBZ-TV 
sports gabber, will. split the ‘an- 
nouncing chores, and P. Ballentine 
& Sons is picking up the tab. 

WNAC and WHDH have already 
hit the air (10) with grapefruit 
league descriptions. 


Gillette Backs Nags 


Gillette Safety Razor has been | 
inked to back the Belmont Stake 
race on NBC and NBC-TV June 16." 

Last year Gillette also backed | 
the Belmont event on the same | 











Partment, 


| webs. The agency is Maxon. 





WEBS SEE VIDEO 
CA) AS RADHD ALD 


After paying the way for tele- 
vision’s formative years and then 
being forced to take a back seat to 
the newcomer, radio may come 
back into its owr next season as a 
direct result of TV’s growth to 
commercial maturity. With all 
signs pointing to an early sellout 
of available video time for the 
1951-52 season, network sales execs 
are predicting a heavy overflow of 
sponsors who will be forced into 
radio as the only medium left open 
that can give them mass coverage. 

For an advertiser with a low-cost 
product to sell who must depend 
on frequency pitches to the largest 
possible audience, AM offers the 
only alternative to TV, according 
to sales chiefs. Only radio, they 
claim, can provide the low cost-per- 
thousand audience on a nationwide 
scale which such advertisers need. 
While newspapers may be able to 
deliver an audience at lower cost, 
it cannot furnish the mass cover- 
age. National magazines, they point 
out, can provide that nationwide 
coverage but the costs are higher 
than in radio. As a result, the an- 
ticipated overflow from TV is ex- 
pected to mean a hefty resurgence 
in radio billings. 

With that in mind, the nets have 
abandoned completely any ideas 
they might still have had for a cut 
in rates next season to stimulate 
radio bankrolling. NBC, the only 
web to go on record as_ backing 
such a move, changed its mind 
when its affiliates denounced the 
proposal as unsound. CBS, Mutual 
and ABC, which had never openly 
countenanced a rate cut, believe 
now that video will toss enough 
new sponsors their way to avert 
entirely the necessity to trim costs. 

Rush of advertisers to get into 
video has been so marked that the 


nets believe now they will have a | pany 


seller’s market in TV next season. 
In addition to meaning extra busi- 
ness for radio, one web exec pre- 
dicted this would also mean the 
networks will be able to pick and 
choase among those advertisers 
seeking TV time, so that they'll be 
able to build the strongest pro- 
gram schedule possible. Thus, if 
one advertiser wants to come in 
with a moderately-budgeted show, 
which might not be able to hold its 
own in the competitive race for rat- 
ings, the network should be in a 
position to turn him dcwn in favor 
of a sponsor who would be willing 
to take a much bigger production. 

Spokesman for another web pre- 
dicted that this is the last year 
in which any video sponsor will be 
able to stake out a time franchise 
on TV. With the rush by advertis- 
ers to get into video, the nighttime 
slots will be locked up this year 
for many years to come. That ad- 
vertisers recognize this possibility 
was indicated this week by Camel 
cigarets’ decision to buy the 8:30 
to 9 p. m. portion of NBC’s “Jack 
Carter Show” on Saturday nights, 
even though some doubt exists that 
the Carter program will be back 
next season. 


Nashville FM’er, Nation’s 
First, Halts Operations 


Nashville, March 13. 


WSM-FIM, the nation’s first com- 
mercially licensed FM_ station, 
ceases operation Thursday (15), 
John DeWitt, president of WSM, 
announced Saturday (10). The sta- 





N TV OVERFLOW? 





Acheson Names 13 B'cast Execs To 


Advise ‘Voice ; Miller as Chairman 





No Pig-Latin Here 


On WOR, N. Y., Sunday 
“Opera Concerts,” announcer 
Frank Waldecker, warming up 
the audience, explains, “This 
is one program on which we 
don’t tell you when to ap- 
plaud.” 


“However,” he adds, “if at 
the end of a selection you want 
to shout, use the correct Latin 
forms — ‘bravo’ for a man, 
‘brava’ for a woman, and ‘bravi’ 
for the group.” 


Okay for Leighton 
WSNY Purchase 


FCC examiner James D. Cun- 
ningham last week granted the 
petition of Winslow P. Leighton to 
acquire control of WSNY, Schenec- 
tady, and granted a renewal of 
license for the Western Gateway 
Broadcasting Corp. to operate that 
station. 


Renewal of license had been held 
up for a couple of years because 
of George R. Nelson's plea that 
Leighton had illegally acquired 
control of the station through un- 
authorized purchase of stock. Nel- 
son, together with Leighton, ini- 
tially owned 26 shares of stock 
each, and the remainder was dis- 
tributed among 13 other sharehold- 
ers with four remaining the prop- 
erty of the corporation. Nelson 
stated in his application for con- 
trol that Leighton violated FCC 
laws in acquiring the controlling 
interest of the voting stock. Shares 
subsequently purchased by Leigh- 
ton were placed in the name of 
relatives, whom it’s claimed took 
little part in activities of the com- 











Nelson, prior to Leighton’s ac- 
quisition of the controlling inter- 
est, had been vice president and 
general manager of WSNY. Upon 


(Continued on page 35) 


Minn. Home-Bred Talent 
Get Awards After Survey 
By Minn. Radio Council 


Minneapolis, March 13. 
Results of the first Minnesota 





(Radio Council monitoring of Min- 


nesota-produced radio and televis- 
ion programs and personalities, led 
to award of a number of citations 
at a meeting of Council members 
and radio station representatives. 

Monitoring consumed two months 
by a statewide committee of Coun- 
cil representatives, who organized 
listening groups, accordifig to Mrs. 
George B. Palmer, Minneapolis, 
Council’s coordinator of listener 
activities. 

Those receiving citations were 
E. W. Ziebarth, WCCO, news an- 
alyst, for “Analysis of the News”; 
Cedric Adams, WCCO, news re- 
porting and talent opportunity, 
“Stairways to Stardom”; Leonard 
Engebretsen, WDGY, children’s en- 
tertainment, “Uncle Lenny”; Max 
Karl, WTCN, secondary classroom 
reception, “Junior Town Meeting 
of the Air’; Arleth .Haeberle, 
WTCN-TV and AM, special interest 
to women, “Around the Town,” and 
Jimmy Valentine, KSTP-TV youth 
program, “Jimmy’s Junior Jam- 
boree.” 

There also were citations for Ray 





tion went on the air in April, 1941, | Cy istensen, KUOM, music, “after- 


and has operated continuously on 
a non-commercial basis since that 


time. 


|in Minneapolis;” 


noon Concert;” Ralph Moffatt, 
WCCO, popular music, “Midnight 
Sheldon Gold- 


DeWitt gave an expected scarcity | stein, KUOM, entertainment in 
of electronic materials, small audi- | grama, “University Drama Guild;” 


ence and steady loss of money as 
reasons for halting operation of 
the station. 


| WSM. 


A one-hour, late-evening classical 


| 


WSM-FM personnel | Stuart Lindman and Dick Stevens, 
‘will be absorbed by WSM-TV and wmIN, | 
|“Hearts and Home;” and Randy | chores. 


| 


| 


Betty Girling, KUMOM, Minnesota 
School of Air, “Penny and Paul;” 


.~emi-classical music, 


Norris, KSTP, KTIS, KFAM, 


music program will be created to) KROY and KVOX, health educa- 
|tion, “Enjoy Living.” 


replace the former FM service. 





| 


+ Washington, March 13. 


A 13-man radio committee was 
appointed today (13) by Sec. of 
State Dean Acheson to advise the 
department on broadcasting aspects 
of the “Voice of America” pro- 
gram. The group will look into 
problems of policy and technique 
and explore ways by which the 
broadcasting industry can con- 
tribute to the maximum effective- 
ness of radio in voice operations. 

The committee will function un- 
der the U. S. Advisory Commis- 
sion on Information, of which Er- 
win D. Canham, editor of the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor, is chairman 
and of which NAB prexy Justin 
Miller is a member. 

In addition to the radio commit- 
tee, a committee to assist the 
“Voice” in motion picture activi- 
ties is to be named in about a 
week. 

Named chairman of the Radio 
Advisory Group was Justin Miller. 
Other members appointed were 
William S. Paley, CBS board chaire 
man; Theodore C. Streibert, Mu- 
tual board chairman; Edward No- 
ble, ABC chairman; Charles Den- 
ny, executive veepee of NBC; 
Wesley I. Dumm, prexy of Asso- 
ciated Broadcasters, Inc., of San 
Francisco; Donley F. Fedderson, 
head of the University Assn. for 
Professional Radio Education, 
Northwestern U.; Jack W. Harris, 
manager of KPRC, Houston; Henry 
P. Johnston, manager of WSGN, 
Birmingham; John F. Patt, prexy 
of WGAR, Cleveland; Mefford R, 
Runyon, executive veepee, Ameri- 
can Cancer Society; G. Richard 
Shafto, manager of WIS, Columbia, 
S. C., and Hugh B. Terry, manager 
of KLZ, Denver. 


Time Runs Short 
For NARTB Head 


Washington, March 13. 


The field is wide open now in the 
search for a candidate to head up 
the new National Assn. of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters. And 
time is running short, it’s realized 
here, what with the annual NAB 
convention only a month off and 
agreement on the NARTB presi- 
dent necessary by that time. 

The surprise rejection last week 
by Carl Haverlin, prexy of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., of an offer to take 
the NARTB post, left the NAB com- 
mittee charged with finding a suc- 
cessor to Justin Miller in some- 
thing of a stump. Haverlin was a 
unanimous and enthusiastic choice 
of the eight-man committee. Al- 
though he had expressed misgiv- 
irgs in conversations with mem- 
bers, the committee hoped it had 
prevailed on him to accept. But 
apparently appeals from BMI em- 
ployees and subscribers to stay in 
New York fortified his doubts as 
to whether a Washington job as 
head of NARTB was for him. 

Meanwhile, NAB prepared for its 
last convention under its present 


(Continued on page 34) 


Stone GI Comedy Series 
Prepped as Summer Sub 


New half-hour comedy series 
starring comic Harvey Stone with 
variations of his GI nitery routine 
has been scheduled for audition- 
ing by CBS as a possible summer 
replacement. To be titled “The 
Old Army Game,” the show is to 
originate from a different Army 
czmp each week, with the audition 
broadcast scheduled for April 4 at 
Fort Jay, N. Y. 

Series, conceived by CBS pro- 
gram director Lester Gottlieb, will 
be produced and directed by Walt 
Framer in collaboration with the 
web. Johnny Guarnieri quintet and 
a femme vocalist, to be announced 
later, will handle the musical 








Gottlieb planed to Chicago over 
the weekend to discuss the projec 
ed show with Stone. 
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AGVA 
On WPIX, N.Y, 


Forces Payment to All Acts 


Heart Fund Beneftt 


a 





“The American Guild of Variety + 


Artists forced the payment of all 
acts who appeared on the N. Y. 
Heart Fund benefit over WPIX, 
N. Y., Saturday (10). Henry Dunn, 
union’s administrative secretary, 
appeared at the Commodore hotel, 


New Allocation Plan Due Within Week: 
Seen Aid to Ease on Station Freeze 


+ Washington, March 13. 
Issuance of a revised allocation 





Wednesday, March 14, 1951. 


San Anton’s Boxing Sudser 


San Antoio, March 13. 
The San Antonio Brewing Co., 
bottlers of Pearl Beer here, signed 
for the sponsorship of boxing from 
New York to be televised on KEYL 








Marion Gould Bowout 


San Antonio, March 13. 
Marion Gould, who for the past 
several months has been featured 
on WOAI-TV on her own program, 
“Armchair Holiday,” is making her 


proposal for television, including 
reservations for educational sta- 
tions, is due within a week. It’s exe 
pected the plan will provide for a 
substantial number of educational 
outlets in the existing VHF band 


origination point of the program, | each Monday night for a full hour. 
and told station and Heart Fund | Dennis James announces the bouts. 





last telecast this week. Series has 
been sponsored by Regal Ware alu- 





as well ag a sizable proportion of 
channels in the UHF band. 


execs that the talent had not been 
cleared by any branch of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, and consequently all talent 
would have to get minimum sal- 
aries at least. 

As a result, program had to shell 
out $2,875 for the 18 acts (23 per- 
formers) who appeared. Minimum 
for singles was $135. Total in- 
cluded 5° for the AGVA welfare 
fund, custemary on all charity 
shows, where AGVA permits its 
members to work for minimum 
fees, plus $1 insurance for each 
performer which insures each mem- 
ber against accident while perform- 
ing and while going to and return- 
ing from the show. 

When Dunn came over to the 


Commodore hotel, he was told that | 
all union clearances had been ob-' 


tained by Alan Corelli, former ex- 


ecutive secretary of Theatre Au-} 


thority and now a personal man- 


| <A half hour after the KEYL box- 
{ing, WOAI-TV presents the Blue 
| Ribbon bouts sponsored by Pabst 
| Beer. 


{ 


ARM Bypassed As 


TVA Gets Partial 
Pact in Chicago 





minum products. | Proposals to set aside 25% of the 
Miss Gould returns to New York | UHF band to non-commercial edu- 
to fill engagements as a monolo- | cational stations received strong 
gist |Support at recent hearings before 
. the FCC, with opposition centering 

| largely on the reservation of VHF 


~ le 
High Court {o Hear yo of the allocation 


| plan—the last big hurdle to lifting 


e ° L. | the freeze—was understood to have 
k] . (BS | been the first order of business at 
i LIC y; an all-day executive meeting of the 


| Commission yesterday (12) at which 


|Chairman Wayne Coy, just re- 
If |turned from an Arizona vacation, 
S ans | presided. It was expected the plan 


would be formally approved at this 








WILLIAM GARGAN 


Starring as 
“Martin Kane, Private Eye” 
‘“NBC-TV (Now in 73d week), 
Trendex Rating—38.7 (8th position) 
Nielsen Rating—42.4 (9th position) 
P.S. Also 2nd Highest Sunday Day- 
time Radio Program (Mutual) 
Sponsored by 
United States Tobacco Co, 
Kudner Agency 











Chicago, March 13. 





| senting to temporarily bypass the 
touchy jurisdictional issue raised 
by the American Federation of Mu- 
| sicians, a partial pact covering tele 
| performers at the four Chi stations 
was agreed to last week. Tele 


With Television Authority cor | No Nash, Prudential Subs 
? 


Controversy over color televi- meeting, but a last-minute snag ap- 
sion, which has been argued in| Parently interfered. 
the industry for over two years in} The revised allocation will pro- 
its most recent form, will be set-! vide specific assignments of VHF 


tled by the Supreme Court in two|and UHF channels in cities and 


e ? . 
Set; Former s Time Slot hours. Court has advised both CBS | towns throughout the U.S. It is ex- 


. 'and RCA, the two chief antagonists | pecte@’ to provide for less inter- 
Seen Taken as Franchise | 224,24; the two chief antagonists | paving of VHF and UHF statins 





' 


union’s acceptance of a 30-day} 


Despite the fact that “Nash Air- | allowed only an hour to state their | than was earlier proposed, but will 


ager. However, it was subsequent- period to work out the inter-union filyte Theatre” winds its run on 
ly revealed that clearances did not | hassle removed the final barrier to | CBS-TV after the program tomor- 
permit the acts to perform, only | agreement and eased danger of the |row night (Thurs.), the web hasn’t 


cases in the hearings scheduled for 
March 26. How soon after that 
date the Court will render its de- 


to make a brief speech. 

Those showing up included Frank 
Sinatra, Norman Brokenshire, Vic- 
tor Borge, Claudia Pinza, Lola 
Montez, John Tillman, Jon Nichols, 
George DeWitt and others. The 
show realized $114,000 in pledges 
for the organization, mainly via 
phone calls. 


Cereals Making 





ljengthy, frequently heated con- | scheduled a replacement. Several 
' fabs erupting into a walkout. potential sponsors have shown an 


| ‘TVA’s temporary agreement to: interest in the time slot (10:30 to 
|hold off including within its local|11 P. m.) and CBS hopes one of 
: ‘them will pick it up now in order to 
;contract AFM members who appear | : 3 

|as tele performers, pending settle- | Stablish a franchise for next sea- 
|ment of jurisdictional conflict at;S0". If not, the web will relin- 
the national level, is seen as a ee to local stations 
only possible compromise left to| ager eager e 

the union after the issue was| ,©BS also hasn't lined up a re- 


month notified the Chi stations that | Theatre,” 
the AFM would frown on any TVA | S¢Ties ~— 
pact embracing his membership, | "ights at 8.. 


alternate Tuesday 
Prudential is sched- 





tions—WNBQ 


| 
} 


cision, of course, is not known. 
CBS, meanwhile, is planning to 
move ahead fast should the High 
Court deny RCA’s petition for a| 
reversal of the FCC’s proposed 
commetrcialization of the CBS 
standards. Web will revive the | 








| 


3 : placement for ‘Prudential Family | jt was forced to stpone when the 
raised. When James Petrillo last | the hour-long dramatic | RCA injunction = _ 


| 


| 


bargainers fot the two o. & o. sta-| uled to bow out early next month. | morning radio series as the first 
(NBC) and WENR-| Web is expected to install “Sure | offering of a regularly-scheduled 
iTV (ABC)—were reportedly in-| AS Fate,” the sustaining dramatic | program. Number of color receiv- 
| structed not to agree to any tele Series which alternates with “Pru-| ers in the hands of the public is 


plans for daily programming in | 
color which it had originally sched- | 
uled to tee off Nov. 20, but which 


It’s ex- 
pected that the color cameras will 
be moved in on Arthur Godfrey’s 


still contain intermixtures in some 
cities. 


the proposed allocations will start 
in about two months. Commission 
proceedings provide a 30-day pe- 
riod for affected stations and intere 
ested applicants to file comments, 

Hearings are expected to run at 
least two months, after which final 
allocations will be made. The 
agency is shooting at Labor Day as 
the target date far lifting the 
freeze, and hopes to be handing 
out TY permits before the end of 
the year. These will undoubtedly 
be for towns in which there is no 
competition for channels. In most 
cities, it is expected, applicants will 
exceed availability of channels, and 
hearings will be necessary to detere 
mine who gets the permits. The 


It is expected that hearings on | 


y |code covering AFM’ers. | dential,” as a weekly offering for | virtually nil, but GBS hopes a fa- 


Breakfast cereals are making a : : the rest of the season, or else fill | vorable decision from the Supreme 
grand slam on TV. Tele, the Sood) side cetea PVA wos dovereey manent period with feature films until | Court will spur consumer buying 
outfits report, is moving their mer-| canned as to further bargaining | *"® fall. Slot is occupied on the | of the necessary adapters and con- | ° 
chandise as few other ad mediums | power. Station reps argued that | tival NBC web by Milton Berle’s | verters. | ill Set Use 

- an do. \the AFM dispute was strictly a’ bg ats bore on Web began laying groundwork y ' 

Situation points up the great} matter between the two unions and |? t B vt gpa snow oe Monday (12) for what it hopes will 

hold video has on American young- | not subject’ to collective bargain- °"% “1 yin "t 7 co rnd be ready sponsor acceptance of its 
sters. It’s duplicating the big job; ing. Under the Taft-Hartley labor | “2% veg c cit actor Jeading the | color by launching a series of dem- 
the medium did, and is still doing, | law the stations could have sought | SPOMS°F '0 exit. onstrations in N. Y. for the benefit 


process usually takes a year. 











for the candy manufacturers. 


Big interest of cereals in TV is 
evidenced by General Foods’ long- 
term deal for DuMont’s “Captain 
Video,” in addition to backing part 
of NBC-TV’s “Howdy Doody.” Kel- 
logg a'!so reports excellent results 
from its “Tom Corbett — Space 
Cadet” which started on ABC-TV 
Jan. 1. 


The appeal isn’t only to the kids. 
Kellogg's new Victor Borge show 
on NBC-TV ‘with a 7 p.m. Satur- 
day skedding) is beamed to a mom- 
ma-and-popa audience. General 
Mills’ “Lone Ranger on ABC-TV 
also has an evening (7:30) slot, 
which may attract some adult 
viewers. 

Ralston-Purina launched its “Pets 
and Pals” on ABC-TV Sunday (11). 
Ranger Joe, an indie cereal, started 
its “Ranger Joe” on ABC-TV Dec. 
3, with good results. It’s prepping 
a “ranch mug” premium to be 
offered over the air. 


Others in the field on tele in- 
clude: Quaker Oats, with “Gabby 
Hayes Show” and “Zoo Parade” 
on NBC-TV; General Foods, with 
“Hopalong Cassidy” on NBC-TV; 
and Gencral Mills with “Stu Er- 
win Show” on ABC-TV. 


FRIEDMAN TO DIRECT, 
WRITE ON MELTON SHOW 


Charles Friedman, producer on 
several of NBC-TV’s “Colgate 
Comedy Hour” stanzas, has. been 
sect as producer-director-writer on 
the James Melton show, which 
bows in on the same web April 12. 
Melton program will be bankrolled 
by Ford Dealers as a replacement 

’ for their Jack Haley show. 





talent for those two programs. 





an injunction, had TVA called a 


| strike in an attempt to back up the PHILLY T0 TELEVISE 


demands for coverage of AFM per- 
formers. 
Earlier in the week the stations 
(Continued on page 35) Philadelphia, March 13. 
The annual Pontifical Mass in 
honor of St. Patrick will be tele- 


P enn Area May Lose TV vised for the first time by WPTZ, 


> In Borough Fee Snarl direct from St. Patrick’s Church, 


Lansford, Pa., March 13. | Saturday pdb : ‘ 
2 * His Eminence Dennis Cardinal 
Some 200 owners of TV sets here | A , 
face loss of any kind of reception Dougherty, senior Catholic clergy- 
should the Panther Valley Tele-| man in the Americas and Arch- 


| vision Co. have to obey the order bishop of, Philadelphia, will pre- 
'of Summit Hill council to remove | side, and leading Catholic digni- 











| its installations in Summit Hill taries of the Philadelphia Arch-, 


within 10 days. {diocese will be -present in the 


Council members claim that the | Sanctuary. The Mass is one of the 
PVTV viofated its original agree- most colorful and auspicious Catho- 
ment to pay a $100 erection fee to | lic events in the area. WPTZ is 
the borough and an annual tax revising its entire Saturday morn- 
equal to 20% of the revenue it re- ing program structure to televise 
ceives. . the Mass, which will begin at 

Robert J. Tarlton, PVTV presi- | 10:30 a.m. and run until noon. 
dent, said that the $100 has been| Highlight of this year’s St. Pat- 
deposited in escrow in a bank un- | rick’s Day ceremonial will be the 
til the legality of the fee is de- presentation and blessing of the 
termined. The company placed its | Book of Kells, the 
piping tower on two large lots to hand illuminated by Irish monks 
make possible TV reception for in the 9th century, 500 years be- 
sets in this section, which is too fore printing was discovered, 
far from New York and Philadel- | 


phia to get it direct. More than History of Navy In 


200 sets are getting the service, New NBC Tele Series 


Tarlton said. 
He added that he will pay the NBC television this week set 


| fee and tax when it is declared Plans for a series of shows depict- 
legal. . 


 B&B’s ‘Circus’ Tab . 





from the pre-World War II era 
up to the present. Series, which is 








medical supplies, is picking up the , he Navy Dept. 
|tab for a half-hour on ABC-TV's | 





yi B&B agency is Leo Burnett. |tions actions in Korea. 


1ST PONTIFICAL MASS 


of exec heads of national advertis- 
ers. Demonstrations, running 
through next Monday (19), will 
spotlight daily the products of each 
advertiser attending. Lineup of 
bankrollers who have been invited 
to watch theif products displayed 
in color includes: 

Monday (12)—Kroger’s; Tuesday 
—General Mills, Colgate, Cutex 
and Canada Dry; Wednesday (to- 
| day)—Sealtest, Cannon Mills, Bris- 
tol-Myers, Pond’s Cream, Ballan- 
tine’s; Thursday—Hudson Paper, 
| Manhattan Soap, Bulova, Nabisco, 
Royal Dessert and Continental Bak- 
ing; Friday—Sterling Drugs, and 
next Monday (19)—Lever Bros., 
Esso and Wildroot. 


Kyle MacDonnell As 
Steady M.C. on Pitt Show 


Pittsburgh, March 13. 
Kyle MacDonnell, a local favorite 





Philadelphia, March 13. 

New production techniques and 
‘the ever-increasing list of “name” 
| personalities being drawn into tele- 
Vision are causing local viewers to 
make greater use of their TV re- 
|ceivers, according to Roger W., 
Clipp, general manager of the Phil- 
adelphia Inquirer stations. 

Clipp based his statement on a 
breakdown of the American Re- 
search Bureau figures, which 
showed the percentage of sets in 
use in Philadelphia in February of 
this year was higher than ever be- 
fore in the city’s TV history. 

The average weekly figure given 
by the ARB for the hours between 
8 and 11 p. m. last month was 72.7, 
and for the 7-11 p. m. period it 
| was 65.5. The peak figure of 76 
; was recorded for the 8-11 p. m. pe- 
‘riod on Wednesday during the first 
| week in February, when the month- 
ly ARB survey is made in Philadel- 
/Phia. For the hours between 7 and 
11 p. m. the high mark of 69.5 was 











Hits High Peak 





as her pair of record-breaking | registered the following Sunday. 


manuscripts | one last week and the other several | 


| 


| 


} 
{ 


ing the history of the U. S. Navy | 874@™S8 


! 


| 


slated to begin late this year, will | row (Wed.) and will be featured 
Bauer & Black, manufacturer of | be produced in cooperation with every fourth Wednesday thereafter. 


Programs will be based on Capt. | followed her guest shot on the 
,“Super Circus,” starting June 10.|Samuel E. Morison’s “History of brewery’s “Duquense Show Time” 
- Friedman also has on his agenda | B&B will take over the Sunday | U. S. Naval Operations, World War | premiere, when segments from all 
another show to stage this season! 5:30-6 p. m. period during the II.” Much of the material will of the four different programs were 
for both Tony Martin and Abbott! hiatus of M&M Candy ahd Peter comprise films, hitherto unreleased, presented. 


& Costello on the “Comedy Hour” Shoe. Canada Dry, airer’s third Showing every major naval action tween here and New York once a 


series. He flies to the Coast this | bankroller, hasn’t yet decided on from the shelling of the U.S.S. Pa-| month, coming in Tuesdays for 
week, reportedly to line up guest’ its hiatus ‘status. 


stands at Jackie Heller's attests, | 
! 
months ago, is going to become a | 
steady visitor here as well. Du- 
quesne Brewing Co. has signed her 
as the permanent mistress of cere- 
monies on the Bernie Armstrong 
“Welcome Abroad” show, one of 
the four rotating television pro- 
the beer people have 
launched on WDTV. The first 
Armstrong half-hour tees of tomor- 


The pact for Miss MacDonnell 


She’ll commute be- 





the telecasts. \ 


The figures represented increases 
of 4% and 8% over the correspond- 
ing periods a year ago. 

Clipp attributed the increased in- 
terest of set owners to the cone 
stantly improving quality of the 
programs and the fact that stations 
and networks alike are staging 
more shows in acocrdance with the 
demonstrated preferences of the 
majortty of viewers. 

“Techniques have been devel- 
oped during the past year which 
have contributed materially to the 
average viewer's enjoyment of tele- 
vision,” Clipp said. “Bigge talent 
fees, provided by higher budgeted 
shows has brought in the top ‘name’ 
stars. It follows naturally that the 
number of such.shows will continue 
to nrultiply, as more and more im- 
portant advertisers seek time in 
the rapidly expanding -TV market. 
For these reasons -it seems likely 
the number of sets in Philadelphia, 


_nay in 1937 to recent United Na- couple of days of rehearsal before and elsewhere, will maintain and 


surpass the present high mark.” 
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AGENCIES BOIL AT PROD. COST 


Coast TV Earmarks 


$1,325,000 for Pix: 


Stations Eye Own Distrib Setups 


Hollywood, March 13. + 





Seven local tele stations, com- 
mitted to $1,325,600 worth of film 
expenditures thus far this year, 
may attempt to go into the film 


distribution business themselves to 
cut down on the overhead. Coin 
already earmarked for feature and 
western films is due a handful of 
distributors who lease pix over and 
over again to meet the demands of 
Los Angeles video outlets, which 
use more film footage than stations 
anvwhere else in the country. 

Scheme for self-distribution still 
is in the talking stage, but the 
figures paid for films constitute an 
effective argument, especially since 
film prices have skyrocketed in the 
last two years. In several cases pix 
which cost $300 to lease two years 
ago now cost $2,500 for third or 
fourth run. 

Local stations average 55 fea- 
tures and westerns weekly. 

KTLA leads the spending parade 
for films, having committed itself 
to pay almost $600,000 for slightly 


Triple Threat 


Chicago, March 13. 

With three possible strikes 
dangling over his head, Andy 
Christian, McCann - Erickson 
producer of the NBC-TV 
Wayne King show, had to 
work out three tentative for- 
mats for last week’s Thursday 
night show. Net had been 
alerted for a possible walkout 
by the National Assn. of Broad- 
cast Engineers & Technicians, 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians and local Television 
Authority members. 

In case of an AFM strike, 
Christian planned an all vocal 
show, and-had TVA ankled he 
would set an all-music pro- 
gram. He had made no plans 
for a possible NABET walk- 
out, figuring there was no way 
to overcome that obstacle. 
Fortunately, none of the poten- 
tial strikes occurred, and the 





less than 600 pix. Group includes 
241 from Monogram, subjects run- 
ning from Dead End Kids series 
to Bela Lugosi mysteries and Peter 
Lind Hayes musicals. Lugosi and 
Hayes pix are KTLA’s exclusive for 
first, second and third run and 
can’t be shown elsewhere until, a 
stated length of time after the 
third KTLA beaming. Additionally, 
station has acquired 16 Eagle Lion 
films, vintage 1947-48; 26 of 1947- 
50 British films; 26 Alexander 
Korda releases of varying ages; re- 


run rights to 26 films owned by | 


Masterpiece Productions; and some 
(Continued on page 31) 


Early A.M. Tele 
Click in Phill 
Philadelphia, March 13. 

Click of “Three to Get Ready,” 

WPTZ's 7:30 to 9 a.m. program 

which is near the sellout mark in 

advertising after its first 13 weeks 
cycle, has broken the ice for early 
morning television here, according 
to Alexander W. Dannenbaum, Jr., 
the station’s commercial manager. 

“Three to Get Ready” is sold ona 
participating basis. It features Ern- 
ie Kovacs, with the latest recorded 
music, time, weather and tempera- 
ture reports, new and comedy bits. 

The program already boasts 18 ad- 

Vvertisers, using a total of 53 par- 

ticipations a week. In addition to 

department stores, specialty shops, 
regional and national accounts, the | 
clients range all the way from Ar- | 


thur Murray to a local antique 
dealer. 








CLAIM WEB FEES 
ALL OUT OF LINE 


By BOB STAHL 


Long-smoldering feud between 
| networks and agencies over who's 
| to control television programming 
; may flare into the open soon. Agen- 
| cies claim the networks, in estab- 
| lishing a cost-plus system for mate- 
| rials, have arbitrarily hiked TV 
| program costs to a point where 
| they can no longer control budgets 
on their own shows. 

As a result the admen assert 
they may be forced to drop out of 





tremely irate at the steadily- 
mounting bills from the webs for 
production services and facilities, 
they are seriously mulling the idea 
of turning over the entire program- 
ming operation to the webs. They 
claim they’d be much better off by 
abandoning any attempt at packag- 
ing their own shows in favor of 
allocating a set budget per week 
for each show and letting the webs 
bring in the best program possible 














Peak Puff Payoff 
Hollywood, March 13. 

Picture stars will have to re- 
phrase their plaint, “There’s no 
coin in television.” Last week 
Motorola paid up to $2,000 a 
minute for testimonials to be 
inserted on the TV show. On 
the receiving end of the pay- 
off were James Mason, Burns 
& Allen, Laraine Day, Edward 





Arnold, Carmen Miranda, Joan 


| Caulfield, Ruth Hussey and 
TV programming entirely. Ex- | 


Franchot Tone. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, which 
had the minute commercials 
filmed at Universal-Interna- 
tional, will also use their 
words of high praise on radio 
and printed media. 


Camels Ties Up 











indication, advertisers staying on 
btelevision through the summer this 


year can reach more homes on the 
average than they did during pre- 
vious months. In a special sales 
pitch compiled by NBC this week 
the web pointed out also that set 
usage between 7 and 11 p. m. last 
summer declined only 15% from 
the average in April, May and June, 
and that retail sales for the three 
summer months actually out- 
stripped those for the two previous 
quarters. 

Using Nielsen figures as a souree 
to prove its contention that sum- 
mer TV sponsorship will pay off, 
NBC disclosed that the average 
weekly time per home viewing 
during July, August and September 


‘in 1950 was 27 hours and four min- 


utes, as compared to 29 hours and 
three minutes for the previous 
quarter (April, May and June). In 
addition, the web said the average 
number of homes using TV during 





the summer months was 50% of 
the total sets, as against 58% for 


Summer Sponsorship Seen Paying 
Off as Set Usage Figures Climb 


* If last summer’s record is any 


show went on as originally (on that budget. 
planned. . | According to agency chiefs, the 
| Rammer ED networks are amortizing not only 








'¢ e 9 _the cost of their newly-acquired 
studios, theatres and prop depart- 
é y é ell ments, but even the vacations and 


Cream Time Slot | the second quarter—an average 


| decline of only 15% in the cream 


Shelved Till Fall; 
Buy More Legits 


With Procter & Gamble having 
, decided to drop NBC-TV’'s “Musi- 
| cal Comedy Time” after the broad- 
cast next Monday night (19), it’s 
| expected that the Bernard L. Schu- 
bert package will be shelved until 
nex 





t fall. Prudential, Goodyear | 
and one or two other sponsors re- | 


|portedly are bidding for the time 
| being vacated by the show, but 


| they’re expected to bring in their ' 


| own program or else buy an NBC 
house program. As a result, Schu- 
bert may attempt to spot the series | 


‘on another network next season. | 


That the series, which comprises | 
hour-long adaptations of Broadway | 
musicomedy oldies, is not dead is | 
proved by the fact that Schubert | 
sewed up rights this week to 15) 
Rodgers & Hart shows. Included | 
in the lineup are such erstwhile 
legit clicks as “Pal Joey,” “I'd. 
Rather Be Right,” “By Jupiter.” 
“Connecticut Yankee,” ete. In ad- 
dition, the packager has a backlog 


| pension funds of their employees 
| through their billing charges. New 
| system of charges for staging serv- 
jices and facilities has almost 
| doubled those costs during recent 
i months, they claim, and there is no 
| way for the agencies to police the 
| costs. Consistent claims by the 
[webs that they’re still losing money 

in TV, according to agency execs, 

represents consequently only a 
| bookkeeping loss. They charge 


the nets with billing their sustain- | 


| ing programs on their own books at 
‘the same rates that the agencies 
‘are billed for commercial shows, 
| which is why they show a deficit. 


Networks, for their part, assert 
they actually are losing money on 
their programming activities. NBC, 
‘for example, claims its “Colgate 
Comedy Hour” costs considerably 
/more than the show brings from 


Colgate, with the web forced to 


make up the difference. 
Smith show, in addition, costs NBC 
a reported $40,000 per week, and 
yet the return from participating 
sponsors is only $30,000. Nets 
claim they are entitled to a small 
percentage profit on their program- 
ming activities to pay for their 
heavy investments. 

| Smearing It On 

| Illustrating the tenor of the 
agency squawks is the complaint of 


Kate | 





cision last week to pick up the sec- 
ond half-hour of NBC-TV’s “Jack 
Carter Show,” coupled with reports 
| that the web may cancel the pro- 


' gram at the end of this season, is | 


‘believed to indicate that the bank- 
roller was interested chiefly in sew- 
ing up a franchise on what it con- 

| Siders to be a cream time period. 

Esty agency. which handles the 

Camel account, decided Friday aft- 

/ernoon (9) to buy the open time on 
the show, which is aired Saturday 


|nights from 8 to 9. Camels, as a} 


| result, was in as sponsor last Sat- 
jurday (10). Tintair and Lehn & 
| Fink had previously signed for f5 
i minutes each of the first half-hour 
/segment of the show, so that the 
| program is now once again sold out. 
| It’s reported, meanwhile, that 
| dissatisfaction over the Carter pro- 
, gram by Max Liebman, producer of 
i ‘Your Show of Shows,”’ which fol- 
lows immediately afterwards as the 
second ~part of NBC’s “Saturday 
Night Revue” setup, may be a chief 
contributing factor to NBC’s deci- 
sion to replace the Carter stanza 
next season. Liebman has long 
contended that the original plan 
was for his show to concentrate on | 
a revue format, with Carter stick- | 
ing to straight variety acts. NBC 


| during 1950. 


. ’ 7 to 11 p. m. time. 
In Carter Buy | Web conceded that at least part 


| of this success story for the sum- 


: : | mer could be attributed to the tre- 
Camel cigarets’ last-minute de-' 


mendous growth in set circulation 


there will be another big boost in 
the number of TV homes this sum- 
mer. Number of video sets 
throughout the country climbed 
from 6,942.000 last August to an 
| ectimated 12 100.000 in use now. 
Number should iump to 14.000.000 
i by Sept. 1. NBC said. intimating 
| that the novelty factor will pay off 
| in the new video homes. 

| Most important. NBC contended, 
| is the rating historv of those shows 
which staved on the air through 

(Continued on page 35) 


Coast Indie Inks 
_AFM Kine Pact 


KLAC-TV, Hollywood, signed an 
American Federation of Musicians 
contract giving it the right to use 
/musicians on programs kinescoped 


for distribution to other video out- 
lets. Deal calls for payment to the 








.AFM of 5% of the gross revenue 


from the sale of programs. Station 
next week starts distribution of 
“Leo Carrillo’s Dude Ranch Varie- 


- But. it vointed out,- 





of at least the seven shows which | one agency producer that a net- 
had been earmarked for presenta- | work charges him one-and-a-quar- 


‘tion this season, had P&G stayed ter times the cost of a gallon of 
| on | paint for each one used on scenery 


reportedly thinks he has a point in 





his argument that Carter’s gradual | ties,” already set for six markets. 
veering to a revue format also takes | Station’s “Leo Carrillo’s American 
much of the impact away from! Diary,” also kinnied for release, 


Show, which is aired alternate 
Monday nights from 9:30 to 10:30 
p. m., winds next week with the. 
| production of deSylva, Brown & 


Early morning television is NO tenderson's “Flying High,” star-. 
P&G reportedly . 
Dannenbaum said, since surveys | dropped the series vlc g Tide, 


longer an experiment at WPTZ, | ring Bert Lahr. 


showed the audience rating Of one of the two participating prod- 


“Three to Get Ready” equal to and | ucts. involved. preferred to funnel | 








above. those of many programs in | 
So-called more favorable times. 
“It's not unusual for as many as_ 


150,000 fans to be following the | 


telecast in the early morning at a 
Sliven time,” Dannenbaum stated. 
‘TV is doing a good job for its ad- 
vertisers in the early morning. 


Two years ago our clients were | 
atraid to try afternoon shows. Now | 
they are nudging eaeh other for | 


' 


the television audience will watch | 
the right show, regardless of the ing a move to N. 
Next year, all stations will | 
be programming, and selling, shows | 


the preferred daytime positions. 
Our morning show has proved that 


hour. 


aon early morning until late at 
ight.” 


Florsheim to Bankroll 
Chi Daily News Relays 


Chicago, March 13. 
Florsheim Shoe Co. will bankroll 
a ABC telecast of the Cni Daily 
¢ws Relays next Saturday night 
(17) in Chi, Detroit and N. Y. Re- 
mote from Chi Stadium will be 
beamed from 9 to 11:30, with Harry 





Wismer and Greg Rice seated 


the conmentary, 


! 


its coin into davtime video. Camay, ' 


the other P&G division on the 
show. could not earry the $32,000 


for his show. Web might be enti- 
tled to that cost-plus charge, he 
said, but not when the agency is 
charged for a whole gallon, even if 
the scenic painter uses only one 
brushful. There is nothing to pre- 
vent the network, he said, from 


fee for the same gallon of paint. 


serted his investigations have 
shown that. when his scenery is 


talent and production nut on its being transported from. the net’s 


own. 


Coast Scrinters Warned 





Goins in N.Y. Is Touch — 


' warehouse into a truck to take it 


to the studio, if one man is free at 
that time, he does the work. Agen- 
cy then gets charged for one man- 
hour of labor. 
men are free at the time, all 12 of 
them work on the carrying, and 


‘Even If Successful’ tne azency sets charged for 12 


Hollywood scripters contemplat- | 


. to break into’ 
television are warned by the 
Sereen Writers Guild to be cer-| 
tain to have enough capital to. 


| “tide you over a good period, even | 
In a bulletin to prefer to handle their own ovro- | 


if successful.” 


man-hours of labor. And, he point- 
ed out. if it’s necessary to hire an 
outside room for huddles between 


the agencv producer and set de-, 


signers, the agency automatically 
gets nicked for the room’s rental. 
A few agencies, incidentally, still 





“Show of Shows.” 
Camels, by buying the half-hour 


it will be able to pick up the same 


now, is virtually guaranteed that | 


| doesn’t use music. Indie is prepping 
|other programs. 

Under AFM rules, a network can 
,release kinnies within 30 days. 


charging another client the same— 


slot, with the full complement of | Indie stations, however, must re- 
affiliate stations, when it returns, lease a kinnie as .f it were film, 
;next fall. What plans the ciggie , distributing it as an open-end show 
firm has for filling the period if the from which the station derives coin 
/Carter show is no longer around and paying the AFM as indie tele- 


Another agency producer as-— 


Yet, he said, if 12- 


have not been revealed. 





Plasiarism Charse Vs. 
Philco, NBC-TV Filed 
On Semmelweiss Tale 


Suit alleging plagiarism was filed 
Monday (14) in U S. district court 
by Morton Thompson against NBC- 
TV, Philco and Joseph Liss. 

Thompson charges that the 


ma on tte life of the late Dr. 
Semmelweiss, aired last May and 
scripted by Joseph Liss, plagiarized 
Thompson's book, “The Cry and 
‘the Covenant.” Plaintiff is asking 


“Philco Television Playhouse” dra- ! 


| pix producers do. It’s understood 
| the Coast indie also is working out 
ja deal to distribute feature films. 
| Negotiations are currently going on 
although James C. Petrillo has yet 
'to make a deal for releasing films 
| for television stations. It’s also 
, understood that the AFM now is 
_dickering with three other stations. 





‘DU PONT DECISH DUE ON 
‘CAVALCADE’ FOLDING 


Hollywood, March 13. 
Decision on whether to continue 
i “Cavalcade of America” as a tele- 
| pic series will be made by duPont 
| following runoff of two programs 
' which will be lensed at the Hal 


SWG members this week, Marvin! sramming on the assumption that 


the court to determine the dam- Roach Studios. Semi-documentary 


| Borowsky, chairman of the Guild’s 
employment committee, pointed 
‘gut that, since most assignments 
are on a per script basis, a writer 


| Would have to obtain several as- | 


signments reasonably close _ to- 
gether to make a “satisfactory liv- 
ing.” 


Quoting reports to the SWG_ 


from vcrious TV story editors in 
(Continued on page 31) 


‘they can come up with a better | 
'chaw and maintain a tighter con- | 


trol on costs than if thev turned 
the entire nackovre over to the net- 


the nets. in their attempts to sel’ 
their own horte-naekazes, ofter 
keen those nackaces on the air as 
cnstoiners ta such on extent thot 
th-wv e-¢ wp much of their produc- 
‘tion costs. 


work. These agenev execs claim 


ages. 


The Liss teleplay was billed as , 


an original. Defense contends that 
| Semmelweiss, whc discovered anti 
septic methods foi delivering chil- 
‘dren and thus helped curb child- 
bed fever, is a historical character 
and that the script was based on 
historical material which is not 
copyrighted. 


'historical dramas. “Anna Zenger” 
and “Clara Maas,”’ will cost up to 
' $15,000 each, with Jack Chertok 
' producing for his Apex Corp. Each 
|will have a three-day shooting 
schedule. 

Arthur Pryor, radio-video veepee 
of BBD&O, and William A. Hart, 
duPont ad director, are here for 


}the filming. 
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AGVA Forces Payment to All Acts 


On WPIX, N. Y, 


Heart Fund Benefit 


A. 





‘The American Guild of Variety + 


Artists forced the payment of all 
acts who appeared on the N. Y. 
Heart Fund benefit over WPIX, 
N. Y., Saturday (10). Henry Dunn, 
union’s administrative secretary, 
appeared at the Commodore hotel, 
origination point of the program, 
and told station and Heart Fund 
execs that the talent had not been 
cleared by any branch of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, and consequently all talent 
would have to get minimum sal- 
aries at least. 

As a result, program had to shell 
out $2,875 for the 18 acts (23 per- 
formers) who appeared. Minimum 
for singles was $135. Total in- 
cluded 5° for the AGVA welfare 
fund, customary on all charity 
shows, where AGVA permits its 
members to work for minimum 
fees, plus $1 insurance for each 
performer which insures each mem- 
ber against accident while perform- 
ing and while going to and return- 
ing from the show. 


San Anton’s Boxing Sudser 


San Antoio, March 13. 

The San Antonio Brewing Co., 
bottlers of Pearl Beer here, signed 
for the sponsorship of boxing from 
New York to be televised on KEYL 
; each Monday night for a full hour, 
| Dennis James announces the bouts, 
| A half hour after the KEYL box- 
‘ing, WOAI-TV presents the Blue 
| Ribbon bouts sponsored by Pabst 
| Beer. 


| 


AFM Bypassed As 


TVA Gets Partial 
Pact in Chicago 


Chicago, March 13. 
With Television Authority con- 














WILLIAM GARGAN 


Starring as 
“Martin Kane, Private Eye” 
NBC-TV (Now in 73d week), 
Trendex Rating—38.7 (8th position) 
Nielsen Rating—42.4 (9th position) 
P.S. Also 2nd Highest Sunday Day- 
time Radio Program (Mutual) 
Sponsored by 
United States Tobacco Co. 
Kudner Agency 
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New Allocation Plan Due Within Week: 
Seen Aid to Ease on 


Station Freeze 





a 


Marion Gould Bowout 


San Antonio, March 13. 

Marion Gould, who for the past 
several months has been featured 
on WOAI-TV on her own program, 
“Armchair Holiday,” is making her 
fast telecast this week. Series has 
been sponsored by Regal Ware alu- 
minum products. 

Miss Gould returns to New York 
to fill engagements as a monolo- 
gist. 


High Court to Hear 
Tint Quickly; CBS 
Sets Plans If OK 





Controversy over 
sion, which has been argued in 





| 
' 


| 
| 
| 


| senting to temporarily bypass the | 


No Nash, Prudential Subs 


the industry for over two years in | 


Washington, March 13. 


Issuance of a revised allocation 
proposal for television, including 
reservations for educational sta- 
tions, is due within a week. It’s exe 
pected the plan will provide for a 
substantial number of educational 
outlets in the existing VHF band 
as well as a sizable proportion of 
channels in the UHF band. 


Proposals to set aside 25% of the 
UHF band to non-commercial edu- 
cational stations received strong 
support at recent hearings before 
the FCC, with opposition centering 
largely on the reservation of VHF 
channels. 

Consideration of the allocation 
plan—the last big hurdle to lifting 
the freeze—was understood to have 
been the first order of business at 
an all-day executive meeting of the 
Commission yesterday (12) at which 
Chairman Wayne Coy, just re- 
turned from an Arizona vacation, 
presided. It was expected the plan 
would be formally approved at this 


color televi- | meeting, but a last-minute snag ap- 


parently interfered. 
The revised allocation will pro- 


When Dunn came over to the 


Commodore hotel, he was told that | 


all union clearances had been ob- 
tained by Alan Corelli. former ex- 


touchy jurisdictional issue raised 
by the American Federation of Mu- 
' sicians, a partial pact covering tele 

performers at the four Chi stations 


Set; Former’s Time Slot 


Tele 





ecutive secretary of Theatre Au-|was agreed to last week. 
thority and now a personal man-| yunion’s acceptance of a 30-day) 


its most recent form, will be set-| vide specific assignments of VHF 
tled by the Supreme Court in two|and UHF channels in cities and 
hours. Court has advised both CBS | towns throughout the U. S. It is ex- 





Seen Taken as Franchise and RCA, the two chief antagonists | pected to provide for less inter- 


Despite the fact that “Nash Air- | 


in the dispute, that each will be! mingling of VHF and UHF stations 
allowed only an hour to state their | than was earlier proposed, but will 


ager. However, it was subsequent- | period to work out the inter-union flyte Theatre” winds its run on} 
ly revealed that clearances did not hassle removed the final barrier to’ CBS-TV after the program tomor- 
permit the acts to perform, only | agreement and eased danger of the row night (Thurs.), the web hasn’t 


cases in the hearings scheduled for 
March 26. How soon after that 
date the Court will render its de- 


to make a brief speech. 

Those showing up included Frank 
Sinatra, Norman Brokenshire, Vic- 
ter Borge, Claudia Pinza, Lola 
Montez, John Tillman, Jon Nichols, 
George DeWitt and others. The 


show realized $114,000 in pledges! ment of jurisdictional conflict at |5°"- 


for the organization, mainly via 





‘lengthy, frequently heated con- 
| fabs erupting into a walkout. 

| TVA’s temporary agreement to 
| hold off including within its local 
,contract AFM members who appear 
‘as tele performers, pending settle- 


ithe national level, is seen as the 


|only possible compromise left to 


the union after the issue was 


‘scheduled a replacement. Several 
| potential sponsors have shown an 
‘interest in the time slot (10:30 to 
| 11 p. m.) and CBS hopes one of 
‘them will pick it up now in order to 
establish a franchise for next sea- 
If not, the web will relin- 
‘quish the period to local stations 
| until next fall. ; 
| CBS also hasn't lined up a re- 


cision, of course, is not known. 


CBS, meanwhile, is planning to 
move ahead fast should the High 
Court deny RCA’s petition for a! 
reversal of the FCC’s proposed 
commetrcialization of the CBS 
standards. Web will revive the/| 
plans for daily programming in| 
color which it had originally sched- 
| uled to tee off Nov. 20, but which 








raised. When James Petrillo lant | Rpeomney for “Prudential Family | 
month notified the Chi stations that | Theatre,” hg pose eon rp 
the AFM would frown on any TVA |S€TieS aired alternate = iuesday 


it was forced to postpone when the 
RCA injunction was filed. It’s ex- 
pected that the color cameras will 


phone calls. 
pact embracing his membership, | 
bargainers for the two o. & 0. sta-| 


Cereals Making 
Hay on Tele Now tv arene: teporteaty ine 


| structed not to agree to any tele 





| 





nights at 8.. Prudential is sched-| be moved in on Arthur Godfrey’s 
uled to bow out early next month. morning radio series as the first 
Web is expected to install “Sure | offering of a regularly-scheduled 
As Fate,” the sustaining dramatic | program. Number of color receiv- 
series which alternates with “Pru-| ers in the hands of the public is 





Breakfast cereals are making a 
grand slam on TV. Tele, the food 


outfits report, is moving their mer- | 


chandise as few other ad meditms 
can do. 


Situation points up the great 


hold video has on American young- | 


sters. It’s duplicating the big job 
the medium did, and is still doing, 
for the candy manufacturers. 


Big interest of cereals in TV is 
evidenced by General Foods’ long- 
term deal for DuMont’s “Captain 
Video,” in addition to backing part 
of NBC-TV’s “Howdy Doody.” Kel- 
logg a'so reports excellent results 
from its “Tom Corbett — Space 
Cadet” which started on ABC-TV 
Jan. 1. 


The appeal isn’t only to the kids. 
Kellogg’s new Victor Borge show 
on NBC-TV ‘with a 7 p.m. Satur- 
day skedding) is beamed to a mom- 
ma-and-popa audience. General 
Mills’ “Lone Ranger on ABC-TV 
also has an evening (7:30) slot, 
which may attract some adult 
viewers. 

Ralston-Purina launched its “Pets 
and Pals” on ABC-TV Sunday (11). 
Ranger Joe, an indie cereal, started 
its “Ranger Joe” on ABC-TV Dec. 
3, with good results. It’s prepping 
a “ranch mug” premium to be 
offered over the air. 


Others in the field on tele in- 
clude: Quaker Oats, with “Gabby 
Hayes Show” and “Zoo Parade” 
on NBC-TV; General Foods, with 
“Hopalong Cassidy” on NBC-TV; 
and Gencral Mills with “Stu Er- 
win Show” on ABC-TV. 


FRIEDMAN TO DIRECT, 
WRITE ON MELTON SHOW 


Charles Friedman, producer on 
several of NBC-TV’s “Colgate 
Comedy Hour” stanzas, has_ been 
sect as producer-director-writer on 
the James Melton show, which 
bows in on the same web April 12. 
Melton program will be bankrolled 





by Ford Dealers as a replacement} tab for a half-hour on ABC-TV's 


- for their Jack Haley show. 


- Friedman also has on his agenda , B&B will take over the Sunday U.S. Naval Operations, World War | premiere, when segments from all 
another show to stage this season’ 5: 


|code covering AFM’ers. 


| Once the talks boiled down to 
' this point, TVA was severely handi- 


| dential,” as a weekly offering for | virtually nil, but GBS hopes a fa- 
|the rest of the season, or else fill| vorable decision from the Supreme 
| the period with feature films until | Court will spur consumer buying 


|capped as to further bargaining | iva} ~ grate is occupied on the | 


{ : web by Milton Berle’s | 
|power. Station reps argued that «peyacg Star Theatre.” Inability 
ithe AFM dispute was strictly ai of the “Prudential” show: to pull 


| matter between the two unions ‘and | .4. of Berle’s audience reportedly | 
not subject to collective bargain- | was the chief factor leading the | 
;}ing. Under the Taft-Hartley labor | sponsor to exit 
‘law the stations could have sought | j 
an injunction, had TVA called a 
| strike in an attempt to back up the | PHILLY T0 TELEVISE 
demands for coverage of AFM per- | 
formers. 
Earlier in the week the stations 


(Continued on page 35) 


Penn Area May Lose TY 
, In Borough Fee Snar| 


Lansford, Pa.,.March 13, | S2turday (17). 

: * His Eminence Dennis Cardinal 
Some 200 owners of TV sets here | ‘ ‘ 

face loss of any kind of reception Dougherty, senior Catholic clergy- | 
should the Panther Valley Tele- man in the Americas and Arch-| 
vision Co. have to obey the order bishop of, Philadelphia, will pre- | 
‘of Summit Hill council to remove | side, and leading Catholic digni- | 
its installations in Summit Hill taries of the Philadelphia Arch- | 
| within 10 days. {diocese will be present in the 
Council members claim that the | Sanctuary. The Mass is one of the 
PVTV viofated its original agree- | most colorful and auspicious Catho- 
ment to pay a $100 erection fee to lic events in the area. WPTZ is 
the borough and an annual tax revising its entire Saturday morn- 
equal to 20% of the revenue it re- ing program structure to televise 
| ceives. : : the Mass, which will begin at 

Robert J. Tarlton, PVTV presi- | 10:30 a.m. and run until noon. 
dent, said that the $100 has been; Highlight of this year’s St. Pat- 





IST PONTIFICAL MASS 


Philadelphia, March 13. 
The annual Pontifical Mass in 
honor of St. Patrick will be tele- 
vised for the first time by WPTZ, 
direct from St. Patrick’s Church, 

















til the legality of the fee is de- presentation and blessing of the 
termined. The company placed its | Book of Kells, the manuscripts | 
piping tower on two large lots to hand illuminated by Irish monks | 
make possible TV reception for in the 9th century, 500 years be- | 
sets in this section, which is too fore printing was discovered. 

far from New York and Philadel- | 


phia to get it direct. More than’ Histo 
200 sets are getting the service, | ag Be ed Series | 





Tarlton said. 

He added that he will pay the! 
| fee and tax when it is declared Plans for a series of shows depict- | 
| legal. . ing the history of the U. S. Navy | 


- an ps antag War II era | 
rT abe mn up to the present. Series, which i 
B&B S ‘Circus Tab » | slated to beaten late this Bases? 

Bauer & Black, manufacturer of > Produced in cooperation with | 
medical supplies, is picking up the the Navy Dept. 
Programs will be based on Capt. | 
,“Super Circus,” starting June 10.| Samuel E. Morison’s “History of | 


| 








0-6 p. m. period during the II.” Much of the material will | 


for both Tony Martin and Abbott | hiatus of M&M Candy and Peter comprise films, hitherto unreleased, | 


& Costello on the “Comedy Hour” , Shoe. 


series. He flies to the Coast this | bankroller, hasn’t yet decided on from the shelling of the U.S.S. Pa-| month, coming in Tuesdays for 
week, reportedly to line up guest | its hiatus ‘status. 


talent for those two programs, | B&B agency is Leo Burnett. 


Canada Dry, airer’s third showing every major naval action 


|nay in 1937 to recent United Na-. 
tions actions in Korea. 


| be ready sponsor acceptance of its 


/ through next Monday 


NBC television this week set f 


}the telecasts, 


{the fall. of the necessary adapters and con- 
verters. 





‘ 


Web began laying groundwork 
Monday (12) for what it hopes will 


color by launching a series of dem- 
onstrations in N. Y. for the benefit 
of exec heads of national advertis- 
ers. Demonstrations, running 
(19), will 





spotlight daily the products of each 
advertiser attending. Lineup of 
bankrollers who have been invited 
to watch theif products displayed 
in color includes: 

Monday (12)—Kroger's; Tuesday 
—General Mills, Colgate, Cutex 
and Canada Dry; Wednesday (to- 
day)—Sealtest, Cannon Mills, Bris- 
tol-Myers, Pond’s Cream, Ballan- 
tine’s; Thursday—Hudson Paper, 
Manhattan Soap, Bulova, Nabisco, 


| 
' 
| 


} 


| ceivers, 





Royal Dessert and Continental Bak- 
ing; Friday—Sterling Drugs, and 
next Monday (19)—Lever Bros., 
Esso and Wildroot. 








Kyle MacDonnell As 


| was 65.5. 
| was recorded for the 8-11 p. m. pe- 


still contain intermixtures in some 
cities. 


It is expected that hearings on . 


the proposed allocations will start 
in about two months. Commission 
proceedings provide a 30-day pe- 
riod for affected stations and intere 
ested applicants to file comments, 
Hearings are expected to run at 
least two months, after which final 
allocations will be made. The 
agency is shooting at Labor Day as 
the target date far lifting the 
freeze, and hopes to be handing 
out TV permits before the end of 
the year. These will undoubtedly 
be for towns in which there is no 
competition for channels. In most 
cities, it is expected, applicants will 
exceed availability of channels, and 
hearings will be necessary to detere 
mine who gets the permits. The 
process usually takes a year. 


Philly Set Use 
Hits High Peak 


Philadelphia, March 13. 

New production techniques and 
the ever-increasing list of “name” 
personalities being drawn into tele- 
vision are causing local viewers to 
make greater use of their TV re- 
according to Roger W. 
Clipp, general manager of the Phil- 
adelphia Inquirer stations. 

Clipp based his statement on a 
breakdown of the American Re- 
search Bureau _ figures, which 
showed the percentage of sets in 
use in Philadelphia in February of 
this year was higher than ever be- 
fore in the city’s TV history. 

The average weekly figure given 
by the ARB for the hours between 
8 and 11 p. m. last month was 72.7, 
and for the 7-11 p. m. period it 
The peak figure of 76 





. ‘riod on Wednesday during the first 
Steady M.C. on Pitt Show week in Pobeaaey. When.the manihe 


| 
Pittsburgh, March 13. | 


Kyle MacDonnell, a local favorite | 


stands at Jackie Heller's attests, 
one last week and the other several 
months ago, is going to become a 
steady visitor here as well. Du- 
quesne Brewing Co. has signed her 
as the permanent mistress of cere- 
monies on the Bernie Armstrong 
“Welcome Abroad” show, one of 
the four rotating television pro- 
grams the beer people have 
launched on WDTV. The first 


Armstrong half-hour tees of tomor- 
row (Wed.) and will be featured 
every fourth Wednesday thereafter, 

The pact for Miss MacDonnell 
followed her guest shot on the 
brewery’s “Duquense Show Time” 


of the four different programs were 
presented. She'll commute be- 
tween here and New York once a 





co.ple of days of rehearsal before | 


ly ARB survey is made in Philadel- 
phia. For the hours between 7 and 
11 p. m. the high mark of 69.5 was 


deposited in escrow in a bank un-|Tick’s Day ceremonial will be the | as her~ pair of record-breaking | registered the following Sunday. 


The figures represented increases 
of 4% and 8% over the correspond- 
ing periods a year ago. 

Clipp attributed the increased in- 
terest of set owners to the cone 
stantly improving quality of the 
programs and the fact that stations 
and networks alike are staging 
more shows in acocrdance with the 
demonstrated preferences of the 
majortty of viewers. 

“Techniques have been devel- 
oped during the past year which 
have contributed materially to the 
average viewer’s enjoyment of tele- 
vision,” Clipp said. “Bigge talent 
fees, provided by higher budgeted 
shows has brought in the top ‘name’ 
stars. It follows naturally that the 
number of such shows will continue 
to nrultiply, as more and more im- 
portant advertisers seek time in 
the rapidly expanding TV market. 
For these reasons it seems likely 


_ the number of sets in Philadelphia, 


and elsewhere, will maintain and 


j Surpass the present high mark.” 
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AGENCIES BOIL AT PROD. 


Coast TV Earmarks $1,325,000 for Pix: 
Stations Eye Own Distrib Setups 


+ 





Hollywood, March 13. 
Seven local tele stations, com- 
mitted to $1,325,600 worth of film 
expenditures thus far this year, 
mav attempt to go into the film 


distribution business themselves to 
cut down on the overhead. Coin 
already earmarked for feature and 
western films is due a handful of 
distributors who lease pix over and 
over again to meet the demands of 
Los Angeles video outlets, which 
use more film footage than stations 
anvwhere else in the country. 

Scheme for self-distribution still 
is in the talking stage, but the 
figures paid for films constitute an 
effective argument, especially since 
film prices have skyrocketed in the 
last two years. In several cases pix 
which cost $300 to lease two years 
ago now cost $2,500 for third or 
fourth run. 

Local stations average 55 fea- 
tures and westerns weekly. 

KTLA leads the spending parade 
for films, having committed itself 
to pay almost $600,000 for slightly 
less than 600 pix. Group includes 
241 from Monogram, subjects run- 
ning from Dead End Kids series 
to Bela Lugosi mysteries and Peter 
Lind Hayes musicals, Lugosi and 
Hayes pix are KTLA’s exclusive for 
first, second and third run and 
can't be shown elsewhere until, a 
stated length of time after the 
third KTLA beaming. Additionally, 
Station has acquired 16 Eagle Lion 
films, vintage 1947-48; 26 of 1947- 
00 British films; 26 Alexander 
Korda releases of varying ages; re- 


run rights to 26 films owned by | 


Masterpiece Productions; and some 
(Continued on page 31) 


Early A.M. Tele 
Click in Phill 


Philadelphia, March 13. 





Click of “Three to Get Ready,” | 


WPTZ's 7:30 to 9 a.m. program 
Which is near the sellout mark in 
advertising after its first 13 weeks 
cycle, has broken the ice for early 
morning television here, according 
to Alexander W. Dannenbaum, Jr., 
the station’s commercial manager. 

“Three to Get Ready” is sold ona 
participating basis. It features Ern- 
ie Kovacs, with the latest recorded 
music, time, weather and tempera- 
ture reports, new and comedy bits. 
The program already boasts 18 ad- 
Vertisers, using a total of 53 par- 
ticipations a week. In addition to 


department stores, specialty shops, | 


regional and national accounts, the 
clients range all the way from Ar- 
thur Murray to a local antique 
dealer. 

Early morning television is no 
longer an experiment at WPTZ, 
Dannenbaum said, since surveys 
showed the audience rating of 
‘Three to Get Ready” equal to and 
above those of many programs in 
So-called more favorable times. 
“It’s not unusual for as many as 
150,000 fans to be following the 
telecast in the early morning at a 


ed 


Triple Threat 


Chicago, March 13. 

With three possible strikes 
dangling over his head, Andy 
Christian, McCann - Erickson 
produeer of the NBC-TV 
Wayne King show, had to 
work out three tentative for- 
mats for last week’s Thursday 
night show. Net had been 
alerted for a possible walkout 
by the National Assn. of Broad- 
cast Engineers & Technicians, 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians and local Television 
Authority members. 

In case of an AFM strike, 
Christian planned an all vocal 
show, and-had TVA ankled he 
would set an all-music pro- 
gram. He had made no plans 
for a possible NABET walk- 
out, figuring there was no way 
to overcome that obstacle. 
Fortunately, none of the poten- 
tial strikes occurred, and the 
Show went on as originally 





planned. 


‘ComedyTTime’ Seen 
Shelved Till Fall; 
Buy More Legits 


With Procter & Gamble having 
, decided to drop NBC-TV’s “Musi- 
| cal Comedy Time” after the broad- 
|cast next Monday night (19), it’s 
| expected that the Bernard L. Schu- 


| bert package will be shelved until 
next fall. 
and one or two other sponsors re- 
| portedly are bidding for the time 
| being vacated by the show, but 
| they’re expected to bring in their 
|own program or else buy an NBC 
house program. As a result, Schu- 
' bert may attempt to spot the series 
'on another network next season. 
That the series, which comprises 
hour-long adaptations of Broadway 
musicomedy oldies, is not dead is 
proved by the fact that Schubert 
sewed up rights this week to 15 
Rodgers & Hart shows. Included 
in the lineup are such erstwhile 
legit clicks as “Pal Joey,” “I'd 
Rather Be Right,” “By Jupiter.” 
“Connecticut Yankee,” etc. In ad- 




















had been earmarked for presenta- 
| tion this season, had P&G stayed 


on. 
| Show. which is aired alternate 


‘Monday nights from 9:30 to 10:30. 
|p. m.. winds next week with the. 


| production of deSylva, Brown & 
|Henderson‘s “Flying High,” star- 
‘ring Bert Lahr. 
| dropped the series because Tide, 
one of the two participating prod- 
‘ucts. involved. preferred to funnel 


‘its coin into davtime video. Camay, 


Prudential, Goodyear | 


dition, the packager has a backlog | 
of at least the seven shows which | 


P&G reportedly . 


CLAIM WEB FEES 
ALL OUT OF LINE 


By BOB STAHL 


Long-smoldering feud between 
networks and agencies over who's 
| to control television programming 
| may flare into the open soon. Agen- 
cies claim the networks, in estab- 
lishing a cost-plus system for mate- 
rials, have arbitrarily hiked TV 
program costs to a point where 
they can no longer control budgets 
| on their own shows. 


As a result the admen assert 





TV programming entirely. Ex- 
tremely irate at the steadily- 
mounting bills from the webs for 
production services and facilities, 
they are seriously mulling the idea 
of turning over the entire program- 
ming operation to the webs. They 
claim they’d be much better off by 
abandoning any attempt at packag- 
ing their own shows in favor of 
allocating a set budget per week 
for each show and letting the webs 
bring in the best program possible 
on that budget. 

According to agency chiefs, the 
networks are amortizing not only 
|the cost of their newly-acquired 
studios, theatres and prop depart- 
ments, but even the vacations and 
| pension funds of their employees 
| through their billing charges. New 
; system of charges for staging serv- 
lices and facilities has almost 





| doubled those costs during recent | 


| months, they claim, and there is no | Carter Show,” coupled with reports 


| that the web may cancel the pro- 


| way for the agencies to police the 
| casts. 


they may be forced to drop out of | 


Consistent claims by the, 





COSTS 
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Summer Sponsorship Seen Paying 


Off as Set Usage Figures Climb 





Peak Puff Payoff 
Hollywood, March 13. 

Picture stars will have to re- 
phrase their plaint, ““There’s no 
coin in television.” Last week 
Motorola paid up to $2,000 a 
minute for testimonials to be 
inserted on the TV show. On 
the receiving end of the pay: 
off were James Mason, Burns 
& Allen, Laraine Day, Edward 
Arnold, Carmen Miranda, Joan 
Caulfield, Ruth Hussey and 
Franchot Tone. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, which 
had the minute commercials 
filmed at Universal-Interna- 
tional, will also use _ their 
words of high praise on radio 
and printed media. 


Camels Ties Up 








* If last summer’s record is any 


indication, advertisers staying on 
rtelevision through the summer this 


year can reach more homes on the 
average than they did during pre- 
vious months. In a special sales 
pitch compiled by NBC this week 
the web pointed out also that set 
usage between 7 and 11 p. m. last 
summer declined only 15% from 
the average in April, May and June, 
and that retail sales for the three 
summer months _§ actually 
stripped those for the two previous 
quarters. 

Using Nielsen figures as a souree 
to prove its contention that sum- 
mer TV sponsorship will pay off, 
NBC disclosed that the average 
weekly time per home viewing 
during July, August and September 
in 1950 was 27 hours and four min- 
utes, as compared to 29 hours and 
three minutes for the previous 
quarter (April, May and June). In 
addition, the web said the average 
number of homes using TV during 





Cream Time Slot | 
In Carter Buy 


cision last week to pick up the sec- 
ond half-hour of NBC-TV’s “Jack 


‘gram at the end of this season, is | 


| webs that they’re still losing money | 


in TV, according to agency execs, 
represents consequently only a 


| bookkeeping loss. 


They charge , 


| the nets with billing their sustain- | 
| ing programs on their own books at | 
the same rates that the agencies | 


‘are billed for commercial shows, 
, which is why they show a deficit. 


Networks, for their part, assert 
/ they actually are losing money on 
their programming activities. NBC, 
‘for example, claims its “Colgate 
‘Comedy Hour” costs considerably 


more than the show brings from | 


_Colgate, with the web forced to 
| make up the difference. Kate 
| Smith show, in addition, costs NBC 
/a reported $40,000 per week, and 
|yet the return from participating 
/sponsors is only $30,000. Nets 
/elaim they are entitled to a small 
‘percentage profit on their program- 
iming activities to pay for their 
heavy investments. 
Smearing It On 


Illustrating the tenor of the 
agency squawks is the complaint of 
‘one agency producer that a net- 


‘work charges him one-and-a-quar- 
ter times the cost of a gallon of 
paint for each one used on scenery 
for his show. Web might be enti- 
tled to that cost-plus charge, he 


| 
| 
| 


| 
! 


| 
| 
| 
\ 





said, but not when the agency is| now, is virtually guaranteed that \FM a 
charged for a whole gallon, even if | it will be able to pick up the same , release kinnies within 30 days. 


'“Your Show of Shows,” which fol- 


‘second ~part of NBC’s “Saturday 
Night Revue” setup, may be a chief | 


believed to indicate that the bank- 
roller was interested chiefly in sew- 
ing up a franchise on what it con- 
siders to be a cream time period. 
Esty agency. which handles the 
Camel account, decided Friday aft- 
ernoon (9) to buy the open time on 
the show, which is aired Saturday 
nights from 8 to 9. Camels, as a 
result, was in as sponsor last Sat- 
urday (10). Tintair and Lehn & 
Fink had previously signed for f5 
minutes each of the first half-hour 
segment of the show, so that the 
program is now once again sold out. 
It’s reported, meanwhile, that 
dissatisfaction over the Carter pro- 
gram by Max Liebman, producer of 


lows immediately afterwards as the 


| ectimated 


the summer months was 50% of 
the total sets, as against 58% for 
the second quarter—an average 
decline of only 15% in the cream 
7 to 11 p. m. time. 

Web conceded that at least part 
of this success story for the sum- 
mer could be attributed to the tre- 
mendous growth in set circulation 
during 1950. 
there will be another big boost in 
the number of TV homes this sum- 
mer. Number of video sets 
throughout the country climbed 
from 6,942.000 last August to an 
12 190.000 in use now. 
Number should iump to 14.000.000 
iby Sept. 1, NBC said. intimatinge 
_that the novelty factor will pay off 
in the new video homes. 

Most important. NBC contended, 
is the rating historv of those shows 
which staved on the air through 

(Continued on page 35) 


Coast Indie Inks 
AFM Kine Pact 


KLAC-TV, Hollywood, signed an 








contributing factor to NBC’s deci- 


American Federation of Musicians 
contract giving it the right to use 


sion to replace the Carter stanza musicians on programs kinescoped 


next season. 


Liebman has long) for distribution to other video out- 


out- 


- But. it vointed out,- 


contended that the original plan | lets. Deal calls for payment to the 
was for his show to concentrate on AFM of 5% of the gross revenue 
a revue format, with Carter stick- from the sale of programs. Station 
ing to straight variety acts. NBC {|mext week starts distribution of 
reportedly thinks he has a point in | “Leo Carrillo’s Dude Raneh Varie- 
his argument that Carter’s gradual | ties,” already set for six markets. 
veering to a revue format also takes | Station’s “Leo Carrillo’s American 
much of the impact away from! Diary,” also kinnied for release, 
“Show of Shows.” | doesn’t use music. Indie is prepping 
Camels, by buying the half-hour | other programs. 
Under AFM rules, a network can 


the scenic painter uses only one | slot, with the full complement of | Indie stations, however, must re- 


brushful. There is nothing to pre- 
‘vent the network, he said, from 
charging another client the same 
fee for the same gallon of paint. 


’ Another agency producer as- 


‘the other P&G division on the serted his investigations have 
show. could not earry the $32,000 shown that, when his scenery is 
talent and production nut on its, being transported from. the net's 
‘warehouse into a truck to take it 








Riven time,” Dannenbaum stated. asta 


“TY is . * ; s . o e 

vertisers. im the early morning Coast Scrinters Warned 

Two years ago our clients were | ie 

afraid to try afternoon shows. Now | Goins In N.Y. Is Touch 
‘Even If Successful’ 





they are nudging each other for | 
the preferred daytime eae | 
Our morning show has proved that 
the television audience will watch | 
the right show, regardless of the jing a move to N. 
hour. Next year, all stations will television are warned by the 


be programming, and selling, shows  Sereen Writers Guild to be cer- 


from early morning until late at tain to have enough capital to 
night.” | “tide you over a good period, even 
. if successful.” In a bulletin to 
Florsheim to Bankroll SWG members this week, Marvin 
Chi Daily News Relays employment oe, . 

Chi . March 13, | Out that, since most assignments 

Florsheim Shoe Co. will bankroll are on a per script basis, a writer 





signments reasonably close to- 
gether to make a “satisfactory liv- 


News Relays next Saturday night 
i ye, Detroit and N. Y. Re- a 

e€ from Chi Sta will be pad ‘ 
beamed from 9 to “re ager Harry Quoting reports to pe ge 
Wismer and Greg Rice handling from veorious TV story editors in 
the commentary, | (Continued on page 31) 


Hollywood scripters contemplat- | 
. to break into. 


| Borowsky, chairman of the Guild’s | 
pointed | 


the ABC telecast of the Cai Daily , Would have to obtain several as-_ 


‘to the studio, if one man is free at 
that time, he does the work. Agen- 
cy then gets charged for one man- 
‘hour of labor. 
| men are free at the time. all 12 of 
them work on the carrying, and 
‘the agency gets charged for 12 
/ man-hours of labor. And, he point- 
ed out, if it’s necessary to hire an 
outside room for huddles between 


the agencv producer and set de-, 


signers, the agency automatically 
gets nicked for the room’s rental. 
| A few agencies, incidentally, still 


handle their own opro- | “TI 
er oS ‘the Covenant.” Plaintiff ts asking | which will 


'eramming on the assumption thaf 


shaw and maintain a tighter con- 
trol on costs than if thev turned 
the entire nackove over to the nef- 


the nets. in their attemnts to sel! 
their own horte-naekazes, ofter 
keen those nackases on the air as 


cnstainers ta such on extent that and that the script was ba 
th-w o-¢ wp much of their produc- | historical material which 


‘tion costs. 


/next fall. 


affiliate stations, when it returns | lease a kinnie as ‘f it were film, 
What plans the ciggie | distributing it as an open-end show 


firm has for filling the period if the | from which the station derives coin 
_Carter show is no longer around and paying the AFM as indie tele- 


‘have not been revealed. 


Yet, he said, if 12- 


they can come up with a better. 
| ages. 


| pix producers do. It’s understood 
| the Coast indie also is working out 
a deal to distribute feature films. 


Plasiarism Charge Vs. Negotiations are currently going on 
° although James C. Petrillo has yet 
Philco, NBC-TV Filed 'to make a deal for releasing films 
'for television stations. It’s also 


On Semmelweiss Tale; understood that the AFM now is 


dickering with three other stations. 

Suit alleging plagiarism was filed | 
Monday (14) in U_ S. district court 
by Morton Thompson against NBC- | DU PONT DFCISH DUE ON 
TV, Philco and Joseph Liss. 6 ) 

Thompson charges that the CAVALCADE FOLDING 
“Philco Television Playhouse” dra- | Hollywood, March 13. 
ma on tte life of the late Dr.' Decision on whether to continue 
Semmelweiss, aired last May and ; “Cavalcade of America” as a tele- 
scripted by Joseph Liss, plagiarized | pic series will be made by duPont 
Thompson's book, “The Cry and | following runoff of two programs 
be lensed at the Hal 
the court to determine the dam-' Roach Studios. Semi-documentary 
‘historical dramas. “Anna Zenger” 


The Liss teleplay was billed as, and “Clara Maas,” will cost up to 
an original. Defense contends that | $15,000 each, with Jack Chertok 











work. These agenev execs claim. Semmelweiss, whc discovered anti producing for his Apex Corp. Each 
. septic methods fo: delivering chil-| will have a 


three-day shooting 

dren and thus helped curb child- —. aiteetteeceein 
. is a historical character rthur Pryor, radio- 

is Hye ng alae ned on of BBD&O, and William A. Hart, 

is not duPont ad director, are here for 


copyrighted. |the filming. 
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MISS SUSAN 
With Susan Peters, Robert Mc- 

Queeney, Katharine Grill, Nata- 

lie Priest, John Lormer 
Writer: William Kendal Clarke 
Producer-director: Kenneth Buck- 

ridge 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3 p.m. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
NBC-TV, from Philadelphia 
(Esty) 

Although TV offers soap manu- 
facturers much more opportunity 
to show imagination in an across- 
the-board serial, Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet failed to cook up anything 
fertile in “Miss Susan,” which was 
unveiled Monday afternoon (12) 
over NBC-TV. Evidently the 
theory is: “the basic formula we 
use on radio daytime dramas sells 
soap, so why change?” 


But despite a hackneyed story | 


and the use of timeworn AM tech- 
niques, this new soaper was nota- 
ble in that it brought Susan Peters 
to home screens on a daily basis. 
The Hollywood actress, who be- 
came handicapped through a spinal 
injury suffered some years ago, is 
radiant and pleasantly photogenic 
in the title role. 

Script has Miss Peters portray- 
ing a femme lawyer who quits to 
return to her hometown in Ohio. 
She’s accompanied by her nurse 
and companion. When they arrive 
at the ancestral mansion, it -de- 
velops that the family housekeeper 
has been arrested and charged 
with theft. ‘Laura can’t be a 
thief,” an offscreen voice intones, 
“or can she... ?” Tune in to- 
morrow, viewers are blandly urged, 
to find out what happens. 

While packager Ted Ashley 
whipped up a couple of tasteful 
sets in a law office and a living 
room scene at the old homestead, 
full use of the visual medium 
wasn’t made. For the proceedings 
could be followed well enough 
merely by _ listening instead of 
looking. Colgate employed ani- 
mated cartoons to puff its Fab and 
Ajax Cleanser. Gilb. 


AT THE MAYOR’S DESK 
With N. Y. Mayor Vincent R. 

Impellitteri 
Director: Jack F. A. Blynn 
30 Mitis.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 

William O’Dwyer teed off this 
weekly half-hour series last year 
whew) he was mayor of N. Y., with 
the: show then comprising mainly 
a panel discussion by O’Dwyer 
with members of his city govern- 
ment on municipal problems. With 
Vincent R. Impellitteri now mayor 
and hence “emcee” of the series, 
it has taken on a new format. 
Various phases of the city’s ad- 
ministration are now presented 
via film specially lensed for the 
program, with Impellitteri as nar- 
rator. This should be a much 
better idea than the original but, 
judging from the preem (8), it’s 
going to require considerable 
polishing. 

Initialer had the mayor intro- 
duced live from the studio. After 
he made a brief expose of his ad- 
ministrative duties, the show cut 
to the film which, for the bow-in, 
comprised mostly  travelog-type 
footage of the city. While the 
lensing evidenced - considerable 
care with lighting, camera angles, 
etc., the total effect fell far short 
of the apparent intention to cap- 
ture the feeling of N. Y. 

Impellitteri demonstrated none 
of the sense of humor usually at- 
tributed to him, delivering his nar- 
ration in an extremely deadpan 
manner. Succeeding shows are 
to deal with such specific subjects 
as budget planning, civil defense, 
public safety, police work, etc., 
which could be highly interesting, 
given a slightly better treatment. 

Jack F. A. Flynn directs under 
the supervision of Seymour Siegel. 
Ben Koerner scripted the narra- 
tion, with the film lensed by Frank 





Rosa, Jr., and edited by Ruth 
Lowenstein. Stal. 
OZMOE 


With Bradley Bolke, Jack Urbant, 
Eleanor Russell, Alan Stapleton, 
Jan Kindler, others 

Producer: Henry Banks 

Directors: Carl Shain, Ralph Ward 

Writer: Skip Weshner, Jr. 

15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 5 p.m, 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from New York 
Video’s large puppet population 

was increased last week by the 

“Ozmoe” crew, a cast of rubber 

puppets which are operated by 

gears and gadgets from below 
rather than by hand or the tradi- 
tional strings. The stanza reveals 
imagination and creativeness, but 
on the second airing caught, Thurs- 
day (8), it was weak on plot. Great- 
er story values are needed to carry 
over interest from show to show. 
Once the characters are estab- 
lished, “Ozmoe” may develop an 
appealing narrative line. ~ 
Central character is Ozmoe, a 
lighthearted monkey, and he’s sur- 


(Continued on page 35) 


(7). Fifteen-minute fashion pro- 


“Ethel changes her needle once in 


WE TAKE YOUR WORD 

With John K. M. McCaffery, mod- 
erator; Abe Burrows, Anna Lee, 
Hiram Sherman, panelists 

Producer: Sam Abelow 

Director: Lloyd Gross 

30 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from N. ¥. 


“We Take Your Word” returned 
to video Friday night (9) after a 
lengthy layoff, during which the 
CBS word game series was kept 
alive on radio. TV version has 
been given some added visual 
qualities and a new guessing game 
among the panelists for the finale, 
but otherwise follows the original 
pattern. That means it’s still an 
exceptionally bright, adult show 
which actually dispenses educa- 
tion, but sugarcoats it to such an 
extent that it emerges as sprightly 
entertainment. 


Format has John K. M. McCaf- 
fery, who moderates both the AM 
and TV series, tossing out words 
or phrases to-the panelists who 
must come up with their defini- 
tions and derivations. “Voice of 
Authority” is still around to solve 
any that the panel misses and 
there’s the penalty box for the 
panelists guilty of talking back too 
much, indulging in lowly puns, etc. 
Abe Burrows, regular panelist, 
teamed with guests Anna Lee and 
Hiram Sherman, with the three of 
them (and Burrows in particular) 

















LORRY RAINE 
“Take Time (To Pray)’—“Where 
Red Roses Grow”—London 
“« |, . Miss Raine has the lyrics 
to go with the looks . . . sensitive, 
vibrantly full tones in caressing 
‘Bittersweet Moon’ or the provoca- 
tive “ndiscreet’ . . . enhanced on 
TV . . ."—Frank Brookhouser, 

Philadelphia Inquirer. 
TIM GAYLE 
451 Wrightwood, Chicago 
TV direction: Harry Kalcheim 





displaying their knowledge. Bur- 
rows, on the preem, once more) 
surprised viewers by tossing off | 
Latin and Greek phrases in his 
Brooklynese. McCaffery, suc- | 
cessor to John Daly, who held the | 
moderator’s job originally, matched | 
the panelists’ wit and humor, but) 
some of his remarks, even though | 
obviously meant to be kidding, | 
seemed overly-snide at times. 
TV version of the show, inci- 
dentally, tags immediately after 
the radfo stanza on CBS, meaning 
the audience has a full hour of the | 
guessing game if it wants it. Radio | 
series is ee to permit Burrows | 
and McCaffery to appear on the 
video series. Stal. 





ETHEL THORSEN SHOW 
With Miss Thorsen; Robert Alda, 
Herb Polesie, Jan Murray; an- 
nouncer, Allen Prescott 
Producer: Gary Stevens 
Director: Rick Leighton 
15 Mins.; Wed., 1:15 p.m. 
S. KLEIN 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. | 

(Reiss) 
“The Ethel Thorsen Show,” 
bankrolled by the S. Klein depart- 
ment store, was virtually one long 
commercial in its preem over 
WCBS-TV, N. Y., last Wednesday 


gram had a panel of three men on 
hand “to judge women’s clothes.” 
But Miss Thorsen’s running com- 
mentary which accompanied the 
apparel display was so rapid and 
verbose, that the trio of males 
found it tough to get a word in. 


Panel comprised actor Robert 
Alda, comedian Jan Muerray and 
Herb Polesie, permanent panel 
member on another show. At the 
outset the threesome took a good- 
natured slant on their immediate 
chore. However, this attitude gave 
way to obvious annoyance when 
Miss Thorsen’s minute description 
of the models’ attire took in all the 
accessories down to the last gew- 
gaw. [Murray was guest stand-in 
for the ailing Milton Berle, an- 
other cuff guester.] 

One panelster acidly noted that 


a while and that’s where we come 
in.” Another asserted in effect 
“I’m going to send my wife down 
to Klein’s and if she lives through 
it, maybe she'll buy something.” 
Announcer Allen Prescott appeared 
to be so overwhelmed by it all that 
he introed Miss Thorsen as “one 
of the best women”—a generous 
compliment which she modestly 
corrected by noting that he had 
omitted the word, “dressed.” 

his session basically offers 
plenty of interest to women view- 
ers in the apparel alone. So why 
burden the show with flip remarks 
from a guest male panel that has 
no constructive advice to offer? 
Some male fashion experts who 
could suggest hints on how to dress 
on a low budget would be much 
more. practical on a show of this 
nature. 

Speed of Miss Thorsen’s delivery 
could also be cut down to let what’s 
nuns said register on the viewer’s 
mind. More closeups of the “ex- 
quisitely designed, low priced” 
merchandise are also in order. 

Gilb. 





Minneapolis—Telex, Ine. (hear- 
ing aids) is now sponsoring KSTP- 
TV’s five-minute news summary 
on Fridays 5:55-6 p.m. The Tues- 
day and Thursday segments are 
sponsored by Farwell, Ozmun, 


| With Leila Hyer 


Wm. Morris Agency 








FLORIAN ZaBACH SHOW 


Producers: Dick Kissinger, Syd | 
Rubin 

Director: Rick Leighton 

15 Mins.; Sat., 11 p.m. 

VIM-HALLICRAFTERS 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 





(Frederick-Clinton) 


Florian ZaBach is the violinist- | 
emcee who establisher’some kind 
of longrun record recently as} 
emcee who established some kind | 
Broadway Strand. While he’s | 
guested on a number of TV shows | 
in the past, this is the first that) 
he’s carried on his own—and it’s | 
an acceptable musical interlude | 
for late Saturday evenings. Preem | 
program (10) evidenced that it can | 
stand more production values for | 
stronger impact, but ZaBach (‘he’s | 
only recently decided to capitalize | 
that “B” in his name) displayed | 
sufficient warmth and personality, | 
along with his violinistics, to lead | 
viewers smoothly through the 15 
minutes. 


Format seemed _ considerably 
like that of CBS-TV’s recent “Blues | 
by Bargy” program. ZaBach, | 
backed by an unidentified instru- | 
mental quartet, introduced his | 
tunes himself. Songs were gamut- | 
ed from current pop faves to those 
in the more classical genre. . 


But, with the exception of singer 
Leila Hyer and the two commercial 
pitches, ZaBach was before the 
cameras for the entire 15 minutes, 
and viewers might want more 
variety. Spotting even one guest 
for a short interview, a dance 
number or something like that, 
could make the show much better. 
Miss Hyer, an attractive blonde 
with a_ highly-expressive face, 
chirped “If I Were a Bell” accept- 
ably, scoring more with her 
personality than her vocalizing 
technique. ~ . Stal. 


HOLLYWOOD JUNIOR CIRCUS 

With Terrell Jacobs, Six Marvels, 
Art Jacobson, Carl Marx, Max 
Bornstein 


Nottoli 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 
HOLLYWOOD CANDY Co. 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

“Hollywood Junior Circus,” 
which preemed over NBC-TV Sun- 
day afternoon (11), needs consider- 
able strengthening before it will be 
able to compete with ABC-TV’s 
Super Circus” for viewer atten- 
tion. Latter net’s show is firmly 
entrenched in the 5-6 p.m. segment, 
and the new NBC big ye 2 airer, 
beamed in the 5:30 to 6 slot, will 
find it tough to wean the small-fry 
away from the rival chain. Time 
period handed “Junior Circus” rep- 
resents poor scheduling. . 

Format of “Junior Circus” is 

also questionable. Kids aren’t par- 
ticularly interested in what hap- 
pens “behind the scenes.” They 
want to watch the performance it- 
self. The glamor and excitement 
are out in the rings under the can- 
vas, not behind the wagons and 
dull offstage routine. Best features 
of the inaugural layout was the per- 
formance of Terrell Jacobs and his 

Sheba, the Dancing Lioness.” 
Six Marvels a tumbling turn, also 
scored. - Balance of the show was 
filled out with some ineffective 
commentary from emcee Art Jacob- 
son plus weak clown antics of Carl 





Kirk & Co. (Gilt Edge Paints). 





Shows include local spot films, 
/Maps, charts, Acme Wire Photo 


Service and NBC exclusive news- 
reels, 


Marx. Plugs for Hollywood Candy’s 
|product were handled by midget 
Max Bornstein. Pitch was its the 


Producers: Norman Haney, Leroy | 





| candy that make you dandy.” 
Gilb. 





Sherman Billingsley by now can 
probably point to his fan mail with 
the best of them (Winchell, et al.) 
that come into his Stork Club 
backlogged by bylines, radio, video, 
stage or screen renown. Already 
a rather w.k. figure, through the 
generous amount of space his bis- 
tro and he have garnered over the 
years, the intimacy of a re-created 
Cub Room, as CBS telecasts it, for 
mutual benefit of the nitery and 
Fatima cigarets, is obviously the 
direct spark for wide audience in- 
terest. No question but that his 
human museum of notables and 
socialites must intrigue the hinter- 
lander. 

Fact is, the Stork Club’s tele- 
cast has. sparked the concurrent 
Versailles Club’s “Star Night” 
(Hudson Motors) and given other 
bistros ditto ideas. This is. the 
visualization of what the Copaca- 
bana and Chandler's in N. Y., Chi’s 
Pump Room and kindred celebrity 
traps do with their disk jockeys. 
Obviously, the sight-plus-sound en- 
hances the values. It’s a fast 15- 
minutes as Billingsley, now pacing 
all the | gee personally, in- 
stead of being straighted by Vir- 
ginia Peine and others,.as in the 
past, perambulates the room. 


The new technique of name- 
identifying the lesser-knowns (so- 
cialites, industrialists, et al.), as the 
camera pans the Cub Room, and 
then focusing on boniface Billings- 
ley, as he in turn concentrates on 
the prime guest, is good. Also 
good is Billingsley’s obviously more 
careful application to current back- 
ground and doings of the major 


| personality in the room, as in the 


case of Sonja Henie, where little 


|inside stuff, such as the hazards 


that a hairpin can do to the whirl- 
ing skaters on ice, was aired. Miss 
Henie and her husband made 
poised and reposed vis-a-vis. The 
show producer’s cuing for the time 
and the Fatima commercials is 
simple but effective; it’s done via 
one of the myriad notes that pa- 
rade constantly to and from Bill- 
ingsley’s table. As the waiter pre- 
sents it to him, it’s the cue for the 
Stork’s impresario to cut short the 
palaver and focus the Fatima’s cig- 
aret’s trademark for a camera 
closeup. 





Abbott & Costello are a pair of 
comics who came up the hard way, 
out of burlesque through vaude- 
ville and into pictures, where for 
a while they oceupied a top slot 
as boxoffice excitement. During 
their long tenure in the entertain- 
ment business, they have develop- 
ed enough material to keep them 
going for hours. 


Their second video shot on the 
Colgate series on NBC (11) indi- 
cated that many of these ancient 
bits are powerful even today, if 
done well. The duo did these old 
sketches well and added a few that 
seemed new. It was a good show 
well presented and nicely paced. 
The comics were on for the great- 
er part of the show, and clocked a 
high quota of laughs. 

The famous “who’s on first?” bit 
opened the proceedings and it 
came across excellently. From 
then on, it was fairly easy for the 
team. They had a slight continu- 
ity of attempting to raise money 
for a USO show. Their attempts 
to dig up the coin took them into 
a telephone booth and then to a 
haunted house where Lon Chaney, 
Jr., and Sid Fields aided them in 
hitting the desired laugh quotient. 
They also did a rehearsal scene in 
which Costello attempted to sin 
while Abbott was giving stage di 
rections. Between the A&C efforts, 
Jarmila Novotna of the Metopera 
roster did a nostalgic bit on old 
Vienna. 

it seemed like Abbott & Cos- 
tello did the kind of show that’s ex- 
pected of this top-budgeted pro- 
gram. It was a considerable im- 
provement over their first attempt 
for this sponsor, and one that in- 
dicates they’d be welcome to make 
another try here. 





With a lineup of guest talent 
ranging from classical music to 
tap-terping, Ed Sullivan presented 
a neatly-diversified hour of enter- 
tainment on his “Toast of the 
Town” via CBS-TV Sunday night 
(11). Sullivan and his co-producer, 
Marlo Lewis, have been handing 
the show added production values 
in recent months, which pays off 
in hypoing the talent’s impact. 
That factor was evidenced on this 
display by _Rise Stevens, whose 
sock rendering of her first offer- 
ing, a light opera tune, was visibly 
enhanced by the terp backing of 
two members of the line. 
opera mezzo held the stage alone 
for her second number, an aria 
—— “Carmen,” and sold it equally 
well. ‘ 

Eva LeGallienne was spotted in 


Met-: 


=p 


oe 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


the show’s dramatic bit, an excerp 
from Chekhov’s “Cherry (rchard.’ 
Miss LeGallienne demonstrated 
her fine thesping technique, but 
the sketch meant little out of con. 
text and so slowed the show to a 
waik. Dave Rubimoff, one of radio’s 
early stalwarts as a member of the 
original Eddie Cantor troupe, 
played two tunés on his violin 
with the usual schmaltzy but com- 
mercially-good _ styling. Victor 
Borge, who now has his own Sature 
day evening show on NBC-TV, 
again displayed his masterful slap- 
sticking and piano virtuosity via 
his standard routines, being backed 
capably this time by Ray Bloch 
and some members of the orch, - 


The Szonys; excellent dance 
team, scored with a new offering, 
heightened by the male member’s 
pianoing and the gal’s acro ability, 
Shirley Van, long-limbed Wieser, 
also registered in a fast-paced roue 
tine. For the finale, Sullivan 
brought on golf pro Byron Nelson 
for the second in his schedule of 
six appearances. He gave some 
good tips for any golfers in the 
audience. 





Jack Carter turned up a better- 
than-usual stanza on NBC-TV Satur- 
day (10). Paul Winchell and Jerry 
Mahoney offered some sock bits, 
in which the ventriloqual dummy 
also did a bit of terping to good 
effect. Vivian Blaine, coming on 
before her “Guys and Dolls” stint 
on Broadway, contributed some 
neat songs and also blended well 
with Carter’s comedics. Ben Beri, 
as usual, clicked with his effective- 
ly comic juggling turn. Dancer 
Bill Calahan was nicely lensed in 
fast-paced dancing with drama- 
tic use of lighting and superimposi- 
tion. 


On “Your Show of Shows,” which 
followed, Tom Ewell made an en- 
gaging emcee, and he was well in- 
tegrated into the comedy element 
of the revue via a sketch in which 
he played an irate filmgoer whose 
view was. obstructed by Sid 
Caesar and Imogene Coca, who 
acted the boorish spectators in 
front of him. Miss Coca and 
choreographer James Starbuck put 
over a good bit satirizing those 
dramatic dance routines in which 
the gal, waving a horse-pistol, al- 
ternately loves and hates her parte 
ner. Caesar wound with an amus- 
ing solo turn as the fiance who 
suddenly finds himself jilted. 


Mata and Hari did their slick 
Hindu fakir dance item. Show’s 
regulars, Judy Johnson, Bill Hayes, 
Marguerite Piazza, Jack Russell, 
Billy Williams Qaurtet, Hamilto 
Trio, Wally Siebert and Car 
Reiner, were up to their usual high 
standard. 





“Sam Levenson Show” has set- 
tled down into a sock half-hour of 
early Saturday evening viewing 
since its debut on the CBS-TV web 
a little more than two months ago. 
Levenson demonstrated again on 
last week’s (10) stanza that it’s his 
warm personality and delivery, 
coupled with the faet that he’s ap- 
parently getting as much fun out 
of his stories as the audience, that 
are responsible for his success as 
much as is his material. 


Those problems, often sounding 
legit, brought by moppets to the 
program for solution by studio 
audience applause, round out the 
show neatly. Two kids with gripes 
against their parents were respon- 
sible, under Levenson’s knowing 
but always sympathetic prodding, 
for considerable fun on their own, 
Teenage girl complained that her 
mother wouldn't permit her to buy 
her own clothes and a young boy 
pleaded that his father be forced 
to let him buy a beebee gun so 
that the kid could protect himself 
against his “enemy,” presumably a 
tough boy on the block. Their 
arguments and Levenson’s come 
ments made for down-to-earth 
humor. 

In the guest spot reserved for 


children of celebs, the comedian 
presented Gypsy Rose Lee and her 
young son. Boy demonstrated 


much of his mother’s poise and 
personality in explaining why and 
how he kept clean. Show was well 
produced by .Irving Mansfield and 
directed by Byron Paul, with 
Henry Sylvern and his orch lend- 
ing good musical backing. 





Ken Murray, since bowing ihto 
television more than a year ago, 
has consistently voiced the opinion 
that a variety show, besides pre- 
senting the ysual array of singers 
and dancers, should concentrate on 
anything included in that word 
“variety.” He pulled out all stops 
jin that direction on his CBS-TV 
| stanza Saturday night (10). Takin 
'a state fair as the basic theme 


(Continued on page 34) 
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MESTRE'S BIGTIME ‘HAVANA TV 


N.Y. Outlets Carrying Kefauver Probe 
Retain Most of Regular Spot Billings 


“Stepchild Stance Riles TV Actors 
‘Brushed by Names From Outside 





Move is under way in the tele-+ 


vision industry to win wider recog- 
nition for actors: brought up in 
video who ‘have been stymied in 
their efforts to gain star billing by 
the greater lure to sponsors of top- 
name talents. Most of these name 
stars have come from legit, but 
those coming from Hollywood in| 
increasing numbers are doing their | 
part in shoving the TV-only players | 
to the background. 

Actors who did most of the early 
work in TV claim they have been 
shunted aside in the passing out of 
top marquee credits. Producers of 
the major video dramatic shows 
concede that many of these video 
workhorses actually are as capable 
as their legit counterparts. But 
since they have never had a chance 
to build glamor and appeal, spon- 
sors in the hope of higher ratings 
force the producers to bypass them 
anytime a top name from Broad- 
way ur Hollywood is available. 


Move, which is being spearhead- 
ed by Wallace Ross of the Ross TV 
Reports, will take into account 
such names as Felicia Monteleagre, 
John McQuade, Vinton Hayworth, 
John Newland, Glenn Denning, 
Theo Geotz, Mary Patton, Cloris 
Leachman and others. Number of 
these were working in video for 
practically nothing when the me- 
dium started to roll immediately 
after war, and have built up consid- 
erable followings among viewers. 
Yet, without the publicity and bal- 
lyhoo which accrues to film and 
legit stars, they have been unable 
to create sufficient lure to win a 
top dramatic frole when a com- 
peting celeb is available. 


No Cooperation 

Networks have long maintained 
that TV will eventually create its 
own star names. To date, however, 
they have done little to promote 
that idea, chiefly because the sys- 
tem of tying down dramatic thesps 
to exclusive contracts has not taken 
hold in TV. In addition, the webs 
reportedly aren’t too anxious to 
publicize these actors too much, on 
the assumption that the thesps 
would then be able to command 
higher fees. 


Nets’ attitude was revealed in a 
recent major production, when one 
of this group of actors was prom- 
ised solo feature billing directly un- 
derneath that of the star, who in 
this case was imported from legit. 
Show's credits gave the actor fea- 
tured billing, but only .in a list 
along with the entire supporting 
cast. When he complained to the 
producer, he was told that it was 
a “clerical error.” , 





Sullivan Mulls ‘Toast’ In 





SEEN LAGT WORD 
N MODERNITY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Havana, March 13. 








Detroit to Aid USO Drive: 


Detroit, March 13. | 

Ed Sullivan planed here last 
week to discuss plans for his 
“Toast of the Town” video show | 
kicking off the USO fund-raising | 
—— April 15 at Masonic Tem- 
ple. | 
If technical problems can be. 
ironed out, it’s understood plan will 





On ‘Lady’ Seri 

Underlining the networks’ new 
interest in film as a possible means 
of staging their television dramatic 
programs, NBC this week commis- 
sioned writer-producer Bob Mann 
to turn out a pilot film of a pro- 
jected new half-hour series titled 
“Boss Lady.” Disclosure of the NBC 
move follows by a week the news 
that ABC will launch vidpic pro- 
duction at its Hollywood studios 
this’ summer, and that DuMont is 
planning to turn out shows via film 
on the Coast in the near future. 

Mann will also turn out his film 
in Hollywood, but he has not yet 
decided on which studio to use. 
NBC is eyeing the series, which re- 
volves about a career woman who 
has taken over the running of a 
business from her father, as a pos- 
sible commercial venture for the 
fall. If the web approves the pilot 
film, it will get exclusive rights to 
syndicate the series on a first run 
basis to TV stations throughout the 
country. 

NBC was one of the first TV net- 
works to try filming dramatic 
shows, via its now-terminated deal 
with Jerry Fairbanks Productions. 
Since the windup of that pact, the 
only major dramatic show the web 
has had on film was “Life of Riley.” 
In that case, however, the rights 
were owned by producer Irving 
Brecher. 


Longtime K.C. Star Liquor 
Ban Lifted for Fights Bu 
No Policy Change Claimed 


Kansas City, March 13. 
Sponsorship of the recent cham- 








Actors believe that any steps to 
win that star title, which will give 
them equal billing on TV with visit- 
ing talent, must be taken imme- 
diately. Network facilities to 
the Coast are expected to be com- 
pleted by the end of this year and, 
when that happens, their chance of 
competing with film names will be 
Virtually nil. Exactly what facets 
their campaign will comprise hasn't 
yet been finalized, but most of the 
talk now involves their going out 
to glamorize themselves. 


Gabber Upped to Emcee 
On Pitt Shopper Show 


: Pittsburgh, March 13. 
Joe Mann, former radio an- 





nouncer who switched to TV last: 


December to do the commercials 
on the Gimbels-sponsored “Shop- 
Per’s Revue,” hour-long show five 


afternoons a week on WDTYV, has | 


been upped to the top berth on 
that program. He was handed the 
m.c. chores, too, following the sud- 
den exit of nitery comic Orson 
Bean, who had been brought on 
more than a month ago to handle 
the layout. 

..fann makes the third head man 
Shopper's Revue” has had since 
it was launched Christmas Day. 
Preceding Bean vas Bill Brant, 
long-time disk jockey on KDKA, 
who has since switched to WDTV’s 
Studio Controls,” a daily teevee 
Variation of a platter-spun show. 


| pionship fights by Pabst on CBS- 
/TV has broken the Kansas City 
| Star’s long-standing ban on beer 
‘and liquor advertising in its me- 
,diums. Besides the newspaper Stat 
| also operates AM station WDAF 


go through. Seats will sell at $10. | 


| broadcasters, 


* * | 
| 
NBC Inks Pilot Pic participate in the weekend of TV. 


Just as, almost three years to the 
day, Goar Mestre set all of Cuba 
and Latin Americé on its kilocycles 
by unveiling his elaborate Havana 
Radio City as the key centre of his 
CMQ Network operation with its 
six-station complement, so, too, on 
Sunday (11) “Mr. Show Business 
of Cuba” officially ‘preemed” 
CMQ-TV as Cuba’s major entry in 
the Latin American video sweep- 
stakes. 

To the approximite 30 visiting 
advertiser-a gency 
| representatives and newspapermen 
invited down from the U. S. to 


| hoopla, Mestre’s dedication was a 
|revelation in the whole sphere of 

communications. For what he un- 
, veiled was an approximate $1,000,- 


900 video plant representing the | 
|last word in modernity and techni- | ur urrva 
cal-scientific advancement. Where | 


'the U. S. broadcasters had learned 
ithe hard way, and where they had 
| erred, Mestre has managed to dis- 
icard all the TV superfluities and 
‘bad guessing. Instead, CMQ-TV has 
projected itself as one of the video 
wonders of the day, endowing the 
Cuban spectrum with features that 
provoked the envy of the U. S. del- 
'egation. If, for example, it enabled 
|Leonard Reinsch to visualize the 
potentialities of such a key video 
operation as WSB, Atlanta, if it 
| could only enjoy one-third of the 
'space and technical advances in- 
troduced by Mestre, it was typical 
of the overall enthusiasm which 
this bigtime Havana TV operation 
engendered among the visiting del- 
egation. 

| The film laboratories, the work- 
| shops for scenic designing, the fa- 
| cilities for creation of special tele- 
| vision spot film, the mobile tele- 
| vision equipment for “on-the-spot” 
| coverage, the elaborate studio facil- 
| ities (which also envision within 





ithe next few months the acquisi- | 


| 


| atre on the site of CMQ Radio City 


‘as Havana TV's counterpart of 
| NBC’s Center thertre for elaborate 
i video productions'!—all attest to 
'the faith of Mestre and his co- 
partners and brothers, Abel and 
Louis, in the future of the Repub- 
lic’s economy and stability. 
Further, the emergence of CMQ- 
|TV has even broader implications 
'from a cultural-educational stand- 
point, for it marks the initial step 
‘in what is inevitably planned as a 
| far-reaching Latin American inter- 
| play for an exchange of entertain- 
'ment-education patterns involving, 


-along with Mestre, his counterpart | 


‘in Mexico, Emilio Azcarraga (who 
is currently prepping his own TV 
unveiling) and Brazil's Assis de 
_ Chateaubriand. 


Talent Problem 


|tion of the 1,700-seater Warner the- | 


and video outlet, WDAF-TV, none | 
of which has carried ads for in-; From a_e strictly commercial 
' toxicants previously. ' standpoint, Mestre recognizes the 
| Ground was broken with the Rob- | need for a close-to-the-vest opera- 
|inson-LaMotta fight, which origi-| tion. For one thing, the talent 


TV because of the Pabst label on aren’t particularly inviting hand- 
ij the commercials. Telephone calls | springs. While the national tastes 
and letters asked that the station, somewhat parallel those of the 
only video outlet hereabouts, carry | U. S., with the strictly entertain- 
the fight, and a special meeting | ment variety format enjoying the 
of the Star board of directors’ widest popularity (sports rank 
agreed to the single exception. 'No. 2; dramatic shows third), it’s a 

Same procedure followed on case of sifting out the best material 
Walcott-Charles fight, and the from the local niteries, etc., and 
board again okayed the exception. | doubling the AM talent into TV. 
But the two instances are regarded (That Mestre has accomplished 
as single incidents, the board point-, wonders in this direction within 
ed out. The ban still stands, and the past three months was attested 
henceforth each case will have to by the sponsored shows gandered 
be considered separately. |over the weekend by the U. S. 
' | delegation. It was bigtime. strictly- 


McNeill Lopped This Wk. P¥° vaudeo.) 


Chicago, March 13. However, it’s in the dramatic 


Neill’ > ot field (there are currently six major 
Don McNeill's Wednesday night 'dramattfc productions running week- 


pa sam this sack Web deciaed ly) that Mestre has put his best 
to halve the hour-long show when | ‘ 

; : : ing casts of four or five character a, 
hy a oo 'they’re on a par—production-wise 


r i '—with what the U. S. has to offer. 
‘oar - ping Rape wage tg Fin | Statistically, Mestre’s TV opera- 


: ” : ion is encased in a flock of eco- 
'tling from Rainbo,” network Chi tion | . : - 
co-op, expanding an half nour to fiil POMC Ripleys. Operating nightly 


the vacuum. (Continued on page 31) 








nally wasn’t scheduled for WDAF- | availabilities—or lack of them—' 


showmanship foot forward. Boast- | 





‘No-Sugar’ Royal 
Havana, March 13. 


It remained for NBC veepee 
John F. Royal (U. S. broad- 
casting’s ambassador to Latin 
America who joined in the 
junket to “Havana TV” within 
eight hours after returning to 
N. Y. from Buenos Aires) to 
commit the faux pax of the 
weekend festivities here. 

At the climatic banquet in 
this sugarhappy country, Royal 
was served his demi-tasse with 
the inevitable proffering of 
the sugar by the waiter. 
Came Royal’s unthinking re- 
tort “Never touch the stuff!” 

P. S. Goar Mestre, the host, | 
topped it by using saccharine. 














Dancing Around 


“Arthur Murray Show,” which 
|bowed off the DuMont web Sun- 
|day night (11) after a reported 
/squabble between Murray and a 
'new sponsor, is expected to wind | 
/up on ABC-TV starting April 2. | 
| With Bromo-Seltzer, the bankroller 
| with whom Murray had been dick- | 
ering to pick up the tab, apparent- 
ily out of the picture, the Murray 
Dance Studios will again be the 
sponsor. 

While it had originally been 
thought that ABC would slot the 
show on Wednesday nights, it’s ex- 
| pected to move into the Monday | 
night 8 to 8:30 period. At that 
time, it would be replacing Chico | 
| Marx’s “College Bowl,” from which 
American Safety Razor bows out as 
, sponsor at the end of this month. 

DuMont, meanwhile, is moving 
“Rocky King, Inside Detective,” 
Roscoe Karns starrer, from its pre- 
ivious Friday night airing into the 
‘Sunday night period to replace the 








' 


Murray show. Deal for a sponsor , 
is in the works, but the program | 


will tee off as a sustainer this week 
if the contracts have been finalized. 





| Mamoulian Now Maulling 
Offer From Admiral To 
Produce Vidpic Series 


Hollywood, March 13. 


Peter Finney, account exec for 
Erwin-Wasey on Admiral, passed a 





week here with Rouben Mamou- | 


lian, stage and film director, in an 
/effort to induce him to produce 
‘half-hour television shows for the 
‘radio and TV set manufacturer. 
Mamoulian said he was interested 
‘and willing to try the new medium 
if the terms are right. 


lian would be the first top stage 
and picture director to film pro- 
grams exclusive]. 
cent negotiations with C. B. De- 
Mille for Goodrich have gone down 
the drain. While a format is still 
to be worked out, Mamoulian fa- 
vors a pattern that would rotate 
dramatic, musical and comedy pro- 
grams. He is insisting that they be 
done on film in Hollywood. It’s 
understood Admiral will go up to 


$25,000 a program with top Holly- | 


wood names. 


Another probable obstacle to, 


Mamoulian’s entry into TV are ten- 
_tative commitments for pictures 
and legit. He plans to direct both 


a film in Hollywood and a stage ; 


play on Broadway. 





453,575 SETS IN CLEVE. AREA 
Clevel:nd, March 13. 
Tele sets in the Cleveland-Akron- 
Canton area cover :d by WNBK to- 
tal 453.575, as of March 1. 
There were 31,672 new sets dur- 
jing month of February. 


If the deal is finalized, Mamou- , 


for video. Re-. 


+ Five N. Y. television outlets cov- 


ering the Kefauver crime commit- 
tee hearings this week have ree 
arranged their regularly-sched- 
uled programs so as to lose vir- 
tually none of their commercial 
billings. This has been made pos- 
sible by the fact that the com- 
mittee recesses each day from 
noon until 2 p.m., permitting the 
stations to cram most of their regu- 
lar spot advertisers into that twoe- 
hour period. 

WJZ-TV, which picked up Time 
magazine as a bankroller on the 
hearings coverage, has alerted 
most of the talent regularly ap- 
pearing on its daytime schedule to 
stand by throughout the day. Any 
time there is a lull in the hearings, 
or if it appears that the testimony 
may be getting tedious, the direc- 


|tor cuts back to the studio where 
‘the talent takes the air with its 


regular bankrollers. Those shows 
regularly programmed between 
noon and 2 p.m., of course, are 
continuing in their usual slots. 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, which 
originates the pool pickup for the 
other stations, has lost one bank- 
roller for the week—Hometest 
Products, which sponsors’ the 
“Matinee Movie” regularly aired 
each afternoon. Instead of a re- 


| bate to the sponsor, however, the 
| station plans to extend the stand- 
_ard 13-week cycle an extra week 


at no charge. Committee’s two- 
hour daily recess has made it pos- 
sible for the station to retain most 
of its other bankrollers. 

Ted Steele show, broadcast regu- 


‘larly cross-the-board from 2 to 5 


p.m., has been moved back into 


| the noon to 2,p.m. period. All par- 
| ticipating bankrollers on the show, 


which number 36 during the week, 
are crammed into those two hours. 
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, when WPIX has sponsors 
'for half-hour shows, those pro- 
grams are aired from 1:30 to 2, 
clipping the Sfeele show on those 
days another half-hour. WPIX 
will not carry the hearings Satur- 
day (17), since it pacted several 
weeks ago to pick up the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade under R&H 
Beer sponsorship. 
Recess permits DuMont’s WABD 
to carry both the morning and af- 
ternoon sessions of the crime 
probe, since the two hours are suf- 
| ficient for the web’s commercial 
| daytime shows. NBC’s WNBT and 
| CBS’ WCBS-TV, which have net- 
'work commercial commitments 
‘regularly during the afternoons, 
have decided to carry only the 
morning sessions of the hearings. 


L.A. KTTV in Tie With 
DuMont; Do Shows There 


DuMont web this week is near 
the inking stage to take on the 
L.A. Times’ KTTV as its Coast af- 
'filiate, with the station expecting 
to start beaming DuMont kine- 
scopes April 1. According to Dr. 
| Allen B. DuMont, his web plans 
to originate programs from the 
KTTV, studios in Hollywood as 
soon as the networking facilities 
linking both coasts are completed. 

Dr. DuMont sect up the deal with 
KTTV in conjunction with Chris 
J. Witting, manager of the web, 
who accompanied him to the Coast. 
New affiliate replaces KTSL, 
which was recently purchased by 
CBS as part of the Don Lee estate. 


Omaha Dept. Store Takes 


Plunge Into Daytime TV 


Omaha, March 13. 
J. L. Brandeis & Svns of Omaha, 
largest department store here, is 
taking its first big plunge into day- 
time television. It’s bought 10 
participations per day in the Tues- 
‘day and Thursday segments of 








| WOW-TV’s half-hour, _ five-time 
weekly “The Show Window” shop- 
, pers show. 


Featuring Julann Caffrey, “The 
Show Window” is the Omaha 
area’s first TV shopping show, and 
has some 18 other advertisers par- 
_ticipating in the other three seg- 
ments. 
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SELLING IS AN AFFAIR OF ff! 








and this gentleman has a special ) 


place in America’s heart - 
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It is a truism worth repeating—that moving 
goods is first a matter of moving people. 


Edgar A. Guest is an old hand at moving people, 





with moving words... 











His books of verse sell in the millions; 

his daily column appears in one hundred and 
three newspapers; his deft and gentle homilies 
are a guide to living: for his readers. 

Now, on NBC television, Mr. Guest enters a new 
phase of broadening influence among 


his old friends... of intimate contact with 





' | his new audience ...and of far greater 
opportunity to move people. 
For an advertiser of vision, the signs for 


success are plain to read. For surely a warm 





; welcome awaits the sponsor of— 
THE HEART. 


“4 Guest in Your Home” 3:15 to 3:30, Monday through Friday 
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Television Chatter 


New York | 


Joan Wetmore, Jacqueline Bil- 
lingsley and William Malten join 
regular Lee Bowman in tomorrow 
night’s (Thurs.) “Ellery Queen” 
mystery (DuMont)... Charles San- 
ford. musical director of the “Sat- 
urday Night Revue,” will baton on 











mer manager of Bob Hawk, joined 
the public affairs division of CBS’ 
network program department... 
Bernard Prockter’s ‘“T-Men in Ac- 
tion” definitely set to replace the 
“Peter and Mary” show for Bor- 
den’s on NBC starting April5... 
Guy Lebow’s WOR-TV “Sports 
Whirl” extended to 15 minutes and 
Bea Lillie’s Sunday (18) NBC} now airs Tuesdays through Fridays 
videopus. ifrom 7 to 7:15 p.m... . Killiam 








Since CBS program veepee Hub-/| Shows, Inc., indie package outfit, 
eee oe ee ee 
member of the studio audience for|into a series to be titled “Hello | 
the “Salute to Richard Rodgers” | Yesterday,” with Paul Killiam pro- | 
snow, when his wife, Vivienne | viding a comedy narration similar | 
Segal, soloed one of ROdgers | to those he gives the old silent pix | 
tunes, talent — _ a screened as part _— ~~ at - 
inz him notes with offers for act-| Old Knick Music Hall, N. Y. 
ing jobs... Mary Reid is featured; Dorothy McGuire makes her | 
as Millie in “Trapped” Friday (16) | video debut on Robert Montgom- | 
on WOR-TV. |ery’s “Lucky Strike Theatre”) 
. ~~ Ricnggicid —_ ae, _ _— a. Bn Mg — Ro 
ine Burke an s f | site John Forsythe in “Dar =| 
discussed “TV and Your Child” at | tory.” Miss McGuire will also pond 
ee ee night a “The — — —_~ ee | 
... Freddy Martin inaugurates new on “Philip orris ayhouse’”’ | 
format of orchs doing four-week | (AM) tomorrow (15)... NBC-TV’s | 
s‘ands, instead of one-nighters, on | Donald _Richards to sing role of 
—T* bh pl of = hee - oP inn ag iuataaa 

pri ... Elliot Lawrence inter- | of ‘‘Pagliacci’? March 25. 
rupts a road tour to appear with | Network Hooperatings Rey | 
his orch on the Kate Smit BC-|NBC-TV’s “Evening for Richar 
TV show Tuesday (20) . . . Benny | Rodgers” show March 4 a 35-7 and 
Goodman and Peggy Lee kick off | 61.5°0 share of audience. Program 
the “Kreisler Bandstand” on ABC- | got a 39.6 in the Trendex reports 
ule, Witmnark, member of the POF nny aes tes | 
music publishing family and for-'!TV to the.Yale Drama School stu- 











Night-time’s the Right time 


for Baseball in Chicago’s Comiskey Park 
—home of the White Sox 











and WCFL’s the Right Spot 





on the Dial for White Sox 
Night Games this Summer 


—another important addition to 
WCFL's gilt-edge sports programming 


WCFL—The Voice of Labor 
666 Lake Shore Drive ¢ Chicago 16, Illinois 


1000 on the Dial 





dents last week .. . William Gar- 
gan, star of NBC’s “Martin Kane, 
Private Eye,” named _ vice-chair- 
man of the Radio-TV-Theatre 
committee for the 1951 Catholic 
Charities Drive. Eugene J. Me- 
Carthy, of the CBS sales depart- 
ment, is chairman . . . Hal Loman 
and Joan Fields, dance team, 
added to the permanent cast of 
CBS’ “Ken Murray Show’... 


Ethel Everett does her second re-| 


porter role on NBC's “Big Story” 
Friday night (16)... E. G. Mar- 
shall, who co-stars with Barbara 
Joyce on NB2’s “Kraft Theatre” 





presentation of “On Stage” tonight | 
(Wed:), leaves for Texas March 20 | 
to appear in “Silver Whistle” at) 
the Houston Arena theatre .-. . 
Casey Allen replaced Cy Harrice | 
as announcer on CBS’ “First 100 
Years” ... Ev Eliason, promotion | 
and script editor at WJZ-TV, also 
writing the “va Gabor show ... 
CBS’ “This Is Show Business” 
holding ts regular Sunday night 
time this week (18), as a result of | 
the forced cancellation of Jack} 
Benny’s third video show because | 
of the comedian’s attack of flu. | 
Benny program is now scheduled 
to pre-empt the “Show Biz” time 
April 1. . . WPIX’s “Nick Paone | 
Show” moved from its Sunday slot | 
to Fridays at 8:30 p.m. 


Hollywood 


Don Otis will give up platter | 
pushing end of this month, after 





| 
'four years at KLAC, to go into, 
‘freelance television packaging and | 


producing . . . Bob Breckner be-| 
comes KTTV exec director in| 
charge of sports, special events, | 


news and public service program- 
ming... Frank Mullen went east | 
to spend two weeks bicycling be-| 
tween WPIX and Jerry Fairbanks | 
Productions . . . Anne Mauclair | 
checked into KLAC-TV as produc- | 
tion assistant to succeed Jean) 
Bradfield, who joined Frank Wis- 
bar Productions ... Robert Long- 
necker formed an agency to han- 
dle video thesps .. . Telepix 
series tagged “Citizen Clute” will 
be made by John J. Parker Pro- 
ductions, with Chester Clute 
starred. Mira McKinney, Beverly | 
Long and Richard Monahan will | 
have featured roles and Donald, 
L. Brodie will direct. | 

KTTV booked Family Theatre's | 
“Hill Number One,” hour-long) 
Easter vidfilm, for beaming Satur-| 
day and Sunday, March 24-25...) 
Paul Landres, signed to long-term | 
director deal by Ziv, will be as-| 
signed to production at the com- | 
pany’s local studio .. . A 30-min-| 
ute telepic series tagged “Leave It, 
to Willoughby” and starring 
Jimmy Gleason has been packaged | 
by the Edward D. Morris agency. 
Situation comedy revolving around 
the sports world is being scripted 
by Harry Segal . . . Bing Crosby 
Enterprises has taken space at Hal | 
Roach Studios, reportedly in pre A 
aration for production of a telepic | 
series based on Ted Robinson’s 
“Cry of the City.” 

Robert Oakley checked into 
KTTV to take over the newly- 
created duties of director of pro- 
gram development ... Jack De- 
Wit added to the scripting staff 
at Ziv to work on the “Boston 
Blackie” teleplays ... Clete Rob- 
erts planed to Korea, accompanied 
by newsreel cameraman Russell W. | 
Day, to film and narrate a tele | 
newsreel for his KLAC-TV pro-' 
gram. Sponsor Barr Manufactur-| 
ing is bankrolling the trek and' 
footage will be flown back daily | 
... Allan Jones, originally signed 
for five Lou Snader Telescriptions, 
will do an extra five ... Fred 
Amsel takes over the complete 
production chore on KTTV’s Ada 
Leonard show. He formerly split 
producer duties with Nat Linden 

. Marjorie Lord, James Kirk- 
wood, and Wheaton Chambers 
inked to round out list of featured 
players for Green Films’ “The 
Loving Family” tele strip series. 


A 30-minute kinescoped version 
of Leo Carillo’s “Dude Ranch 
Varieties” will be bankrolled in 
six markets by American Vitamin 
Assn., which also picks up the tab 
for the hour-long origina! version 
over KLAC-TV. Station is pack- 
aging the abbreviated version and 
AVA pays $52,00 weekly plus sta- 
tion time in each of the markets. 








Chicago ; 

Canada Dry, through J. M. 
Mathes agency, has voted to con- 
tinue with its sponsorship of the 
first half-hour of ABC’s “Super 
Circus” for another year... 
WBKB sportscaster Joe Wilson 
camp-following the Chi Cubs dur- 
ing the spring training swing... 
Paul Fogarty bowing off his cales- 
thenics strip on WGN-TV for a 
month’s_ vacation. Subbing on 
“Your Figure, Ladies” are Bill 
Peterson, Northwestern swimming 
coach, and William Del Frank, 
park supervisor ... Alexander & 








Associates have canned a half-hour 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Radio is proving a powerful medium for selling travel, according to 
Norman Reader, French Government Tourist Office ad-pub chief. FGTO 
is currently backing a half-hour Sunday stanza on WNEW, N. Y., and 
three 15-minute shows weekly on WQXR, N. Y. (latter being C0-spon- 
sored by Air France). Reaction to both programs has been great 
Reader reports, pointing out that a recent one-shot offer of a booklet 
piled up more than 4,000 requests. 


Tourism outfit plans continued use of radio as a solid adjunct to its 
printed ad and publicity campaigns. Television, Reader said, repre- 
sents a “natural” for travel promotion, but France’s limited ad budget 
prohibits adding TV at this time. Both shows, which lean heavily on 
Gallic disks of Maurice Chevalier, Edith Piaf, et al., sell France's 
glamour and the wanderlust mood. Art Ford emcees the WNEW airer 
and Jacques Fray does the WQXR serfes. Agencies handling are J. H. 
Hartman and J. M. Mathes. 





Mutual has made a “Mystery Movie Month” tie-up with 20th-Fox 
which will promote studio’s “The 13th Letter” and the web’s whodunit 
lineup. 

Deal includes screening of a one-minute trailer for MBS mysteriosos 
in theatres playing “Letter.” Tieup will run through month of March. 





Six broadcasters have been elected te Advertising Council’s board of 
directors: Ralph W. Hardy, NAB; Niles Trammell, NBC board chairman; 
Frank White, Mutual prez; Mark Woods, vice-chairman of the ABC 
board; Paul W. Morency, WTIC, Hartford, g.m.; and Frank Stanton, 
CBS prexy. Fairfax Cone, of Foote-Cone-Belding, was named AC 
board chairman. 





WOR, N. Y., will shortly launch its third annual high school journal- 
ism contest, in cooperation with the N. Y. Herald Tribune. Winning 
boy and girl will work for the station and the daily during the sum- 
mer, and get a cuffo trip to Washington. 


Three-Day Strike on Wage 
Issue Ends at A.C.’s WFPG 








filmed version of the Actors Co.’s 
“King Lear,” with ‘Julius Caesar” 
due next ... Eddie (Rochester) 
Anderson slated for a guest shot 
on Don MeNeill’s ABC tele show, 


which cuts back to 30 minutes Atlantic City, March 13. 
tonight (Wed.). 


ou > tee “| A three-day-old strike at WFPG, 
uc unn of Foote, Cone & | ™ 
Belding teevee department, han- | ABC outlet here, ended Thursday 


dling tele chores for the Illinois | (9), when engineers and other sta- 
Division of the American Cancer |tion personnel agreed to return 


Society . . . NBC newsreel camera- | pending settlement meetings which 


man Bill Birch hospitalized with y i vga 
a virus infection . . . Peter Hand | are to be continued until midnight, 
March 17. 


beer picking up the tab for the 
Engineers walked out last Tues- 


kine version of “Pantomine Quiz” 
on WENR-TV, starting yesterday | gay (6) when station management 
and Local 241 of the International 


(Tues.) .. . NBC-TV engineer Wil- 
Sam Coyne has been Hagged back Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
failed to agree on contract issues. 


to duty with the Army Air Force. 
For a time the station was off the 


. . - Ivor McLaren directing “TV 
air, but Fred Weber, its manager, 


Garden Club” featuring James 

Burdett and bankrolled by Vaughn 
and others managed to keep it in 
operation the rest of the week until 


Seed Co. on WENR-TV.... On 
same station U. S. Brewing bows 
the engineers returned. 
Negotiations are to get under 


this week with “A Hit Is Made,” | 

half-hour backstage show featur- 
way today and are to continue until 
Saturday (17). Under the pact, if 


ing John Barclay and packaged by 
an agreement has not been reached 


Jack Brand ... Beatrice Foods 
launching a moppet-targeted show 
by then, the strike can resume. 
Wage increases are the main is- 


March 24 on WBKB with cowboy 
sue. Weber earlier said the station 


singer Bob Atcher and puppeteer 

Don Williams. Half-hour show will 
offered to settle the strike with a 
minimum of $62.50 for a 40-hour 


be produced by Duane Bogie for 
week. Union is negotiating for a 


Foote, Cone & Belding. 

$90 a week minimum. Announcers 
refused to cross picket lines as the 
engineers walked out. 


TOUGHERS! 


scene eae 
NEW COUGH DROP 





London 
George Foa is producing the 
comic opera, “The School for 


Fathers,” tomorrow (15) with 
Anton Cavalleri, Hella Toros and 
Edmund Donlevy Somerset 
Maugham’s “The Sacred Flame,” 
which was done on Broadway in 
1928, was produced yesterday (13) 
by Matthew Forsyth, with Mary 
Jerrold, Kenneth Mackintosh, 
Joyce Heron and Mary Kerridge 
in the leads ... The “Any Ques- 
tions” radio program is making its 
TV debut Friday (16) with Freddy 
Grisewood in the chair . . . Michael 


nighily. series, itere’s Howard,” cough drop that 
whic egins today . Bryan 
BATHES yous THROA 


Sears is producing ... Les Com- 
pagnons de la Chanson again! wiry PLEASANT SOOTHIN 
LIQUID MEDICINE 


guested on the “Holiday in Paris” 
series yesterday (13) with Dolores 


Gray ...A new monthly Charlie 
COUGH DROPS 


Chester show is beginning Satur- 

day (17), with Walton Anderson 
DOUBLE QUICK 
DOUBLE ACTION 


producing. 
DuMont Sued for $16,773 
7 COUGH RELIEF 
Liqwid Centecsarenowbring- 
— | quick relief to ese 
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On Sports Package Deal 


Charging breach of’ contract, W. 
Wallace Orr brought suit in N. Y. 
federal court last week against the 







DuMont Television Network. He a ee 
seeks to recover $16,773 due under Poy A’ with 
an alleged March 3, 1950, agree- re poe -“ ee ee, 
ment with DuMont. Feel liquid cough medicine — 
Deal called for Orr’s R. A. Pro-| © convenience: 
ductions of Philadelphia to furnish tivenem of Liquid medicine 
DuMont with 16 yuarter-hour TV feb mad od gone 
film programs, titled “1950 Base-| ““%< “— 
ball Previews.” It was a thrice- beautiful 
weekly series. Orr contends that [mmef 
bo Se to oe oe for 
the package. He says it only paid >) Made by the 
$7,227 and never kicked in with en ene 








the balance. 














BABY SITTER 


Woman, 45, responsible, intelligent, 
wishes position as baby sitter 4 or 5 
nights weekly. Aware of late hours. 
REFERENCES. 
Phone Dickens 6-7698 (New York) 
(Call between 6 and 10 P.M) 


‘Louisville — Burt Blackwell, 
WAVE-TV production manager, 
will leave soon to ome TV con- 
sultant to the Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Agency in Washington... 
Blackwell will organize the tele-| 
vision department for the Office | 
of Price Stabilization. | 
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All Four Chicago Dailies 
Now on Bandwagon With 
Daily, Weekly Listings 


Chicago, March 13. 

The “battle of the TV listings” 
has reached a new pitch here, with 
the Chi Daily News last week un- 
veiling its widely-trumpeted Satur- 
day teevee supplement. Now that 
the News has climbed completely 
aboard the video bandwagon, all 
four Chi dailies are supplying their 
readers with weekly as well as 
daily listings. 

Now that the newspapers are 
scrambling with each other for the 
“mostest and the latest” listing, 
publicity and traffic departments 










Coast TV 


Continued from page 25 Pe 


150 westerns and 116 miscellaneous 
features to meet the demands of 
its 20 hours of weefily film pro- 
gramming. 

KTTV estimate’ its film deals 
now total approximately $280,000. 
Coin covers a leased group of 175 
features, 90 westerns, 25 cliffhang- 
ers and 90 shorts. Station recently 
acquired 92 films on which it has 
two-year rights plus distribution 
rights in this area, and can beam 
the films as often as it wishes dur- 
ing the two-year period or lease 
them to other video outlets. 


KECA-TV has an_e estimated 








at the four local tele stations are 


finding themselves hard-pressed to | 


answer the insistent demand as to 
“What’s going in at 9 o’clock on 
such-and-such a night?” With the 
competition so great for accurate 
listing, it’s now considered a major 
faux pas if somebody passes out 
the wrong feature film title or 
guest. 

Dailies, with their weekend TV 
supplements, are making an ob- 
vious attempt to shoulder from the 
field the crop of tele magazines 
that have sprung up since the ad- 
vent of the new medium. Best en-| 
trenched of these is TV Forecast, | 
with a circulation of 175,000 in the | 
Chi area. Newcomer in the mag! 
group is TV Times, with a reported | 
circulation of close to 75,000. 


Use-or-Lease Deal On 
92 Pix Costs KTTV 1006: 


Hollywood, March 13. 

KTTV signed a deal calling for 
payment of a flat $100,000 for first- 
run Los Angeles and San Diego 
television rights to 40 features and | 
52 westerns made between 1934) 
and 1942. Deal with Abby, Inc., 
gives the station the right to beam 
the pix as often as desired during 
the next 24 months, or lease them 
to other outlets in the areas. 

Film names starred or featured 
in the pix include Bette Davis, Pat 
O'Brien, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Tom 
Brown, Paul Kelly, Anne Shirley, 
Hoot Gibson, Tim McCoy, George 
O'Brien and Tom Keene. 














$250,000 worth of films tied up. 
Group of almost 300 films includes 
52 British pix not previously 
shown on video. KLAC-TV values 
its collection of 160 films at $50,000. 
| KNBH, which has scheduled some 
| of its films all the way into Decem- 
| ber, and KTSL also have inven- 
‘tories of about the same amount. 
| KFI-TV now has only about $12,000 
worth of films in reserve. 








Coast Scripters 


Continued from page 25 











N. Y., Borowsky declared that, in| seasons has 


general, the top-name writers are 


most in demand in TV. But, he | A-Coming”) and the need for more | U. S. distribution scheme, encom- 


pointed out, a writer .without an 
established reputation will do as 
well as in pictures, and perhaps 
get a better break proportionate- 


ly than he would in Hollywood. | kicks off Monday (19), at 9:30 p.m. | Mestre to the punch in launching 


He noted, moreover, that the story 
eds show a preference for screen 


writers second only to that for! 


playwrights. 

“Does all this seem very promis- 
ing to you?” he asked in the 
bulletin. “Then consider: Bulk of 
the writing jobs come out of 35 
weekly dramatic shows. We don’t 
know how many people compete 
for these. (There are also about 
nine serials, 40 comedy-variety- 
musicals and 50 assorted programs. 
There are some writing jobs among 
these. But many are staff jobs. 
And where any documentary writ- 
ing is concerned, radio writers are 
more in demand.) We do know 
that a dozen or more of our writers 
seem to be making out all right.” 








| 
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Fight Qusts Berle 


Milton Berle lost his lead in 
the national television ratings 
this month for the second time, 
but again it was only because 
of a championship boxing 
match. Where it was the Sugar 
Ray Robinson-Jake lLaMotta 
bout in February that relegat- 
ed Berle’s “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre” to second place, this 
month it was the Ezzard 
Charles-Jersey Joe Walcott 
bout that ousted him, as 
reported by Trendex. 


Following is Trendex’s top 


from 6:30 to 10:30, except when 
sporting events extend the sched- 
ule to 11 or 11:30, Mestre is cur- 


tion of three half-hour periods. 


for $2,500 a month, time and tal- 
ent). With such limited income 


Mestre’s Havana TV 


Continued from page 27 = 


rently all sold out with the excep- | 


However, you can buy 30 minutes | 
of time for $135 (he'll package a 
half-hour weekly show and sell it | 


RADIO-TELEVISION 31 





| larly, the TV building itself is one 
of those super concrete-imbedded 
jobs. 


The censorship problem has al- 
| ready reared its head on CMQ-TV, 
with a resultant self-imposed 
Mestre edict (since there’s no Cu- 
_ ban counterpart of the FCC) ban- 
|ning “‘exposed navels. Mestre 
| booked a semi-nude nitery act a 


from time sales, Mestre is forced | couple weeks back and the squawks 
to rely on the spot saturation tech: | from women’s organizations had 
nique. He’ll frankly acknowledge | him running for cover. He’s play- 


10 for March: 


Charles-Walcott (CBS). 60.3 
Milton Berle (NBC).... 55.4 





| that 74% of his AM income derives 
|from spots, including local (beer 
|and cigarettes represent the major 
|coin splurges), and U. S. brand 
commodities, including Colgate, 
Procter & Gamble, Sterling Drugs, 
American Home Products, General 
| Electric, ete. 


15,000 Sets 


No one knows the official tally 
'on home receivers, but it’s esti- 


Comedy Hour (NBC)*.. 49.6 
Talent Scouts (CBS)... 45.2 
Show of Shows (NBC).. 42.4 
Fireside Theatre (NBC). 39.7 | 
Martin Kane (NBC) ... 36.6 | 
Cavalcade Sports (NBC) 36 
Godfrey Friends (CBS). 36 

Man vs. Crime (CBS).. 34.2 





*Tony Martin Show, with 








Andrews Sisters, Milton Berle. 
| mated to be in the neighborhood of 
about 15,000 within a-radius en- 
compassing abou. 1,500,000 popu- 


WMCA P REPS NEW AIRER lation: The 15,000 includes about 


ing it safe from here on in. 





| 


| LANNY ROSS HAD REAL 
WORKING ‘VACATION’ 


| Lanny Ross, who resumes his 
| Mutual across-the-board radio se- 
'ries March 19, took a “vacation” 
|that paid off during his absence 
|from the air. Singer was booked 
'on longhair series by NCAC, which 
| extended from Fev. 14 to March 6, 
| and took in the midwest and south. 


| protect victims “not now adequate- the Cubans, 


: | He followed tle concert dates 

, 1 ' 1 ; A 
VS. AUTO ACCIDENTS jn Proge d ae a | with a stand at the Olympia thea- 
WMCA, N. Y., which in previous |a set in Cuba (a $200 receiver in | tre, Miami, dates at the Hollywood 


aired documentary | the States costs about $400 here), | Beach hotel, Hollywood, Fla., and 
series on intolerance (“New World | oddly enough the sales parallel the | thé Everglades hotel, Palm Beach. 





| 

blood donations, is launching a | passing all economic brackets. The | e 
new editorial airer on the causes | low-income Cuban can pay off in 26 AFRA Okays Cincy Jock 
and effects of auto accidents. | months. 3 = 

Program, titled “The Killers,’| The opposition Radio Union heat Who Crossed Picket Line 
for a five-week, cross-the-board video in, Havana, preeming . last Cincinnati, March 13. 
spread. The result of six months October, but in comparison with! Cincy local of the’American Fed- 
of investigation, it will present de- CMQ, it’s strictly a road-company | eration of Radio Artists has rein- 
tails of a new bill to be introduced operation. Nonetheless, it has stim-| stated Bill Dawes, WCPO radio 
into the N. Y. State legislature to ulated a video-consciousness among | and TV disk jockey. He had been 
v a with clients even! under suspension since the strike 
ly cared for under existing auto forcing Mestre to “preview” his! against WCKY in 1946 by engi- 
liability insurance laws.” The indie | operation last December for spon-/| neers belonging tc the union. He 
will broadcast the license plate | sored baseball pickups. When base- | was charged with crossing the pick- 


number of traffic violators, as ball and boxing ar2 on, there’s lit-| et line to do his announcing and 
recorded on the streets; the taped tle else that matters here. | platter chores on that station. 
voices of accident victims; other! The CMQ-TV transmitter is now| Restoration of Dawes was heavily 
actuality” material, and comment | one of the Havana “sights.” Tower- | favored by local mumbers in voting 
by state and city officials. |ing high above Radiocentro, it was at a meeting last week, when they 
built by RCA to withstand winds also ratified new contract terms 


Lee Segall, owner of KIXL,|°f 250 miles an hour, sincé hur- | with WCPO stations and passed a 








Dallas, who also owns the “Dr. IQ” | ricanes have a habit of periodically 
radio program, is readying a video uprooting all the transmitters of 
version. | Havana’s 34 radio stations. Simi- 


‘resolution to press unfair labor 
| charges against the same manage- 
‘ment. 
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think of — even sells fowl and pianos and zither strings. 


Now, hold on, WOR just sold hearing devices; hundreds of them! 
Imagine selling hearing aids to people may 
That would seem like exactly the sort of job 


card, or something you Jook at, read, or scan over. 


~ But, WOR told people 
In the brief space of 11 


(costs anywhere from $70 
He did this by using WOR 


He did it at the lowest cost 


Why this paradox? 


to buy hearing devices. 


months, a man who makes a very ethical and high-priced hearing device 
to $200) got 21,393 people to ask him about the hearing device. 


It’s WOR, of course; which, in itself, is a paradox. 


To repeat a phrase we 


Why? We are sorry, but we don’t know. But we woul 
and we will tell thousands of people the reason if we thin 
people when it comes to nickels and dimes, 


have used repeatedly, WOR can sell anything — has, too. 
d be very glad to have anyone work on the matter 


k the reasoning’s good. We are pretty bright 
but rather dumb on the introspective side. 


However, as a matter of consolation, we'll repeat — 


WOR sells everything 


people, more often, for less cost than 


P.S. What we've told you is merely part of the story. Ptease 


; 7 " 
fast (even hearing devices) to mor 
any station in the United States. 


The address is 


— that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 








something worth hearing! 


HERE 1S A STRANGE STORY about a thing that sells goods and services and... Oh, anything you might 


be not able to hear! But that’s precisely what WOR did. 
a magazine was made for, or an outdoor poster, or a subway XY ¥, 


-per-lead in his company’s advertising history. That’s 47 years. 
He did it ata cost 50% below that of any station used in 31 test cities, and 76% below the national average. 


call or write us for a detail case history. No charge. 
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TED MACK FAMILY HOUR 

With Mack Triplets, Charlie Mag- 
nante, Sammy Herman, Gladys 
Watts, Minda Lang, Jean Steel, 
Al Evans, Harry Snow 


RADIO REVIEWS 


|THE $64 QUESTION 


| With Phil Baker, emcee 
Writer: Edith Oliver 
Producer-director: Frank Higgins 
| 30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 


Produced by Major Bowes Staff Sustaining 
30 Mw®s.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. | NBC, from N. Y. 
Sustaining | Phil Baker, who emceed this 


ABC, from New York 


The Ted Mack Family Hour, 
fashioned 01 the same lines as Ma- 
jor Bowes and S. L. Rothafel 
(Roxy’s) Family Hours, and orig- 
inally teed off on TV last January, 
has been’ separated completely 
from the tele medium with launch- 
ing of this show. Time for this 
program has been dropped back 90 
minutes later on Sunday evening, 
present lineup being geared strict- 
ly for radio listeners. The tele- 
vision full-hour program continues 
on ABC network, at its-original 6-7 
pm. slot, minus the AM simulcast 
of the last 30 minutes, as previ- 
ously. 

Current radio show is a compact 
reprise of the first television show, 


with artists best suited for radio | 


pulled back from the TV_ show. 
The lineuv for this initial radio 
program, obviously culled from the 
Mack stock company, is composed 
of people who apveared the same 
nivht on the earlier tele show. 


Near approach of St. Patrick’s 
Dy cued the ould sod vocal mo- 
tifs. Accordionist Charlie Magnante 
medleyed Irish tunes; Jean Steel 
worbled “Great Day for the Irish,” 
briefly but good: Minda 


whistled ‘‘Roses Will Be in Bloom | 


Again”; Sammy Herman, standard 
on the xvlophone: the Mack Trip- 
lets vocalizing ‘‘Tennessee Waltz,” 
scored, and Gladys Watts, blind 


singer (so announced), clicked with | 


a sniritual. 

Ted Mack, authoritative per 
usual, does a homey between-act 
emceeing. He went over nicely 
with his eorly-life story 
Charles E. Wilson, which built into 
a vointed tribute for the Defense 
Mobilizer. Mack had John J. 
Shean. chairman of New York’s St. 
Ptrick’s Day ovarade, 
bvief interview in keeping with the 
program’s central theme. 
honored Mack with the gift of a 


b'*ekthorn can. plus a seat reser- | 


v«tion in the March 17 reviewing 
stend. 

Definite separation of TV and 
radio for this type of show here 
spell a neat 30-minute earlv Sun- 
day night broadcast. Wear. 





joined the program staff of KDWT 
here. He was formerly on the 
staff of WSAL, Logansport, ind. 


Lang | 


about | 


on for a! 


Shean | 














Courtesy of M-G-M : 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 


in “THE MILKMAN” 
(Universal-international 
Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

















‘show (formerly known as “Take It 
or Leave It”) for six straight years 
before exiting in 1947, has re- 
turned to his former perch to give 
this airer a substantial lift. Han- 
dling the repartee with the con- 
testants and also playing accordion 
solos as part of his quizzing chores, 
Baker operated with a sharp sense 
of humor on his kickoff stanza (11). 
Adroitly mixing flip ad libs among 
his prepared gags, Baker managed 
to keep the witticisms pointed 
without throwing cruel barbs at 
ithe participants. 

Format of this Biow agency 
package remains intact. Some of 
the lustre of the quiz shows has 
{dimmed since this airer was in- 
troduced 11 years ago and thie $64 
| giveaway has shrunk in value rela- 
,tive to prizes dished out on similar 
type programs. But this session 
still provides solid entertainment 
ivalues, mostly 
turned in by such emcees in the 


ipast as Bob Hawk, Eddie Cantor, | 


| Jack Paar and now Baker. The 
| brainteasers are still pitched on 
‘an elementary level, with Baker 
ifrequently supplying the vital hint 
when a contestant is stumped. On 
ithe preem, however, he permitted 
two participants to flunk out, due 
to time pressure. 

Show is also continuing its pick- 
ups from Army hospitals, with vets 
getting a crack at the giveaway. 


|As usual, windup involvés a jack- | 
pot poser with all the contestants | 


|eligible to win a pyramiding coin 
prize. Herm. 


| HEATHERTON HOUSE 
| With Ray Heatherton; Russ Dun- 
bar, announcer 
, Producer-director: Heatherton 
| 30 Mins,; Sun., noon 
| WOR, N. Y. 
This is an unpretentious. like- 
able family-style airer, suitable for 


{Sabbath noon listening. Format is | 


the disk jock type, with Ray 
Heatherton, WOR-TV’s “Merry 
Mailman,” as the emcee. Heather- 
ton is an affable, relaxed host, with 


ja nice sense of humor which he: 
Stamford, Tex.—Dick Aker has ' 


doesn’t overdue. He plays disks, 
' sings songs to his own guitar ac- 
|; companiment, and tells occasional 
| Stories briefly. 


well, disk and live, ballads and 


| marches, etc. His intros are simpic | 


_and brief, and personal bits about 
‘his parents, kids or other family- 
members are in good 
Heatherton owns a light, pleasant 


tenor and has a good singing style. | 
| Program makes a pleasant, infor- : 


| mal half-hour. 


|) Sunday's (11) opener had Heath- | 


-erton singing “My Heart Cries For 
You,” “Little White Duck” (for the 


| kiddies), “In The Garden” (Irish | 


| ballad), with the finale a hymn. 
Disked offerings included “The 
| Clock,” “Slaughter om 10th Ave.,” 
_Mario Lanza’s “Be My Love,” 
| “Semper Fidelis” and “Zing Zing— 
Zoom Zoom.” <A _ neat, varied 
menu. Bron. 





due to the jobs| 


They’re mixed up. 


taste. | 


AMERICAN-JEWISH CARAVAN 
| OF STARS 
'Wth Molly Picon, Lou Saxon, Jan 
' Bart, Barry Sisters : 
Producer: Sholem Rubenstein 
| Director: Milton B. Kaye 
| Writer: Sam Dann 
' 60 Mins., Sun., 1 p.m. 
Participating 
WMGM, N., Y. 

It hasn’t taken long for this 
pleasant, wholesome Yiddish- 
American airer to find a sponsor. 


In fact, it has several, on the quar- 


ter-hour, Streit, Rokeach and Bar-| 
Format is the revue type, | 


ricini. 
with song, story, drama and a lot 
of sentiment, and for the older 
Yiddish-American it is surefire. 
Especially when 
emcee, as it did last Sunday (11), 
the volatile Molly Picon. 

Miss Picon joshed the. 
nouncer, introduced the _ talent, 
kidded with them, and even helped 
out with the commercials. Pro- 
gram had the same flaw as before 
—too little Picon., Miss Picon did 


only two specialties, a takeoff on | 


jingles (“My knishes are delici- 
ous”), and a serioltis, stirring in- 
spirational song-story on Jewish 
oppression. She also led the large 
ensemble in an “I’ve Got Those 
Income Tax Blues” extravaganza. 
‘All were first-rate. 

Of supporting talent, Jan Bart 
displayed his fine singing quality 
in the Hebrew - Yiddish “A 
Doodele,” and the English ballad, 
i “Without a Song.” Lou Saxon had 
a nice style and some good ma- 
terial in his stories, and even sang 
a number. The Barry Sisters han- 
|dled “Say It Again” well. Bron. 


THE GRACIE FIELDS SHOW 

With The Keynotes, Billy Ternent 
and orch; Bernard Braden, em- 
cee 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

| HOVIS BREAD 

| WMGM, N. Y. 


| (Colman Prentis & Varley) 

New Gracie Fields transcribed 
| weekly half-hour program of 
|comedy and songs is a genuinely 
| pleasant, unpretentious airer, not 


too British, and wholly suited to 
Gotham tastes. The wholesome 
flavor of Miss Fields’ unique per- 
sonality and singing is well 
brought out. Supporting artists 
‘are all capable, and make for an 
entertaining musical program. 


Miss Fields carried the brunt, 
as was to be expected, doing four 
varied numbers from her wide 
repertoire on the premiere. Open- 
er was a medley of pop tunes, fea- 
turing “Ay, Ay, Ay.” This was 
followed by the comic song-story 
about her ’Erbert, in cute cockney. 
Next came “Roses of Picardy,” 
set too high for her voice, although 
she handled it gracefully. 
contrib was a Milton Ager medley 
(“Happy Days Are Here Again,” 
i“Auf Wiedersehn,” ‘“Ain’t She 
Sweet” and “Song of the Dawn”), 
all delivered rousingly, in Miss 
| Fields’ best style. 

The Keynotes, a British mixed 
‘vocal group, were smooth in two 
Selections, the ballad, “Oh You 
/Sweet One,” and the swing tune, 
“Silver Dollar.” Billy Ternent 
and his orchestra gave expert 
| backing throughout, -also  con- 


| tributing two orchestral offerings 


other the late Ivor 
“Waltz of My Heart.” There was 


| play “Twentieth Century.” 


it has as guest! 


an-| 


JOSE FERRER PRESENTS 
SHAKESPEARE 

With Jose Ferrer, Jack Manning 

Producer: Dick Pack 

Director: John Grogan 

30 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 
With this new WNEW series, 


| Jose Ferrer is now doing a three- 


‘way spread, adding radio to his’ 


{ 


| Broadway performances in the film 

“Cyrano de Bergerac” and the 
Ferrer 
himself with distinction. 
His approach to Shakespeare is 
down-to-earth as he spiels about 
the Bard in easy-to-understand 
terms that avoid schoolroom 
pedantics. 

On the preem Sunday (11), 
Ferrer started with three Hamlet 
| soliloquies on disks. These were 
by Maurice Evans, John Gielgud 
and the late John Barrymore, and 
their differences in interpretation 


| acquits 








f Radio Followup {| 


“The Big Show” took on a 


_change of pace with the nostalgic 


program Sunday (11) on NBC. A 
lineup of oldtimers, whose routines 
have become show biz classics, 
gave the Tallulah Bankhead stanza 
a different facade — and it came 


, across well. 


On this Dee Englebach produced 
show the vaude durables, such as 
Jimmy Durante with his partner 


| Eddie Jackson, plus Smith & Dale 


lent an additional interest to the | 


segment. Airer also included the 
first installment of a waxing of 
“Julius Caesar,” which is getting 
; something of a soap opera serial- 
| ization treatment—but the analogy 
|to daytime soapers stops there. 
! Program wound with Ferrer, aided 
by Jack Manning as Rodrigo, doing 
a portion of “Othello.” 


and a revival of the Baron Mun- 
chausen bit with Jack Pearl and 
Cliff Hall, provided a peek into a 
golden era in the entertainment 
business. 

Smith & Dale hurried over in 
costume from their four-a-day at 
the nearby Palace theatre to do 
their “Dr. Kronkhite” sketch. It’s 
nearly as potent on this sightless 


|} medium as elsewhere. Duo clocked 


a constant stream of laughs. There 
was considerable chuckling during 
silent moments, indicating that the 
duo continued to do their visual 


| bits of business in front of the 


pealing stanza. Ferrer’s interpreta- | 


| tion of Iago was done well, and his 
| commentary as he introed the 
|recorded portions was adept—al- 
{though they could have been 
|longer. Production was smooth, 
| with Kay Reed at the organ and 
diskings 


| This adds up to a literate, ap- mike. 


Of equal strength was Durante’s 
classic rendition of “Bill Bailey” 
with the aid of Jackson. This num- 


| ber is enjoying considerable pop- 
_ularity at the moment because of 
|the duo’s MGM disk. Durante, of 
| course, was in and out of the pro- 


of early 17th century | ceedings, making chitchat with 


music adding to the flavor. “‘Com-'! Miss Bankhead. 


mercials” were devoted to pitches 
| for the Actors Fund. ~- 


| Ferrer’s signoff—a 


‘ 


closing fillip. Bril. 


HOUSE OF MUSIC 
Director: Al Stetsen 
‘ With Wayne Howell, guests 
| 180 Mins.; Sat., 2:30 p.m. 
, Sustaining : 
WNBC, N. Y. 


| Although it’s the flagship of the 
NBC web, WNBC veers away from 
{the network pattern of program- 
|ming with this disk jockey show, 
| which spreads three hours on the 
| Saturday afternoon schedule. Airer, 
‘however, is not only elongated, 
| it’s an elaborate platter-and-chat- 
| ter session, with 

doing an ingratiating 


job of host- 


| ing the flock of name guests parad- 


|ing through the studio. An experi- 
{mental version of the show was 
itested several weeks ago on this 
, outlet, with the response apparent- 
ly warranting a regular series. 

| Howell, who also pilots a couple 
of other deejay shows on WNBC, 
‘scores with his_ straightforward 


Jack Pearl also gave positive 


| evidence of the savvy inherent in 


farewell | the oldtimers. His | 
scripted by the Bard—made a neat | was high in laugh content and this 


it with Hall 


| particular bit seemed as up-to-date 


as when Baron Munchausen was a 
regular feature on fhe airwaves. 

An added starter, Bob Burns, 
also hit top returns. His rural 
reminiscenses are still potent net- 


' work fodder. 


| 


| 


The mgdern facets of the show 
were similarly of top standards. 
Celeste Holm sang with taste and 
feeling, Evelyn Knight showed up 
extremely well, while Billy Eck- 
stine, doubling from the Copaca- 
bana, N. Y., delivered the goods 


| for the hep listeners. 


Miss Bankhead, aside from her 


Wayne Howell Chitchat, gave a good account of 


| herself in the reading of one of 


the late O.0. McIntyre’s schmaltzy 


columns on the death of his dog. 


} 
‘ 


Final} manner in presenting his material. | 


'He doesn’t try to mastermind the, 


|upcoming disk best-sellers, his 
comments being limited to rele- 
| vant data about the current pops 
i|and oldies which are spun on this 
show. In this space, of course, 
| Howell has time to run the gamut 
'of musical stylings, although he 
|avoids the extremists and sticks 
‘rather closely to disks with broad 





!audience appeal. Musically, it’s al 


firstrate pop disk show. 
Personality - wise, this airer fs 


| lifted by the flock of name artists | 


| (10) was. exceptional, with Howell 


on their own, one a medley, the, which are available for guest 
Novello’s | shots. Perhaps the teeoff stanza’ 


| 


neat string work in both selections | chatting with such figures as) 
that especially stood out. Bernard Jimmy Durante, Lena Horne, Fran 
Braden did the emcee chores, al-| Allison, Jerry Lester, Russ Case 
though there was little of that.;and Congressman Emanuel Celler. 
Miss Fields did a bit of joshing | The platters naturally tied in with 








= 











CEN Sars >> 


es 
Eileen BARTON 
GUEST STARRING 
MARCH 20 
CAVALCADE OF BANDS 
(DUMONT) 
Direction: M. C. A, 
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ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles 


* San Francisco Chicago 


with him, but for the most part th 


e guests. Celler’s guesting was 





just stuck to her singing. Bron. 


WASHINGTON REPORT 

With Richard Strout; Cy Harrice, 
‘announcer 

Producer: Morris Novik 

Director: George B. Bernstein 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 

KAISER-FRAZER 


ton 
(Weintraub) 


This show, recently renewed by 
Kaiser-Frazer and beamed for a 
second year on a network of labor 
and co-operative stations, offers 
Marquis Childs on Monday, Wed- 
nesday and Friday, with Joseph C. 
Harsch taking the Tuesday and 
Thursday segments. On the show 
caught Thursday (8), Richard 
Strout, D. C. correspondent of the 
St. Louis ‘Post-Dispatch, subbed 
for Harsch. 


Strout made an interesting anal- 
ysis of the news from a liberal 
point of view. He discussed the 
posstbility of a shift in power in 
the Senate toward the Republi- 


Spiel also covered proposed amend- 
ments to the Clayton anti-trust act. 
Strout spoke soberly and analytic- 
ally, with no sensationalism, and 
presented a point of view that isn’t 





radio. Bril. 


Labor-Liberal Net, from Washing- | 


cans, and the effect this might | 
have on the committee system. : 


frequently given. regular airing via | 


the first of a projected series of 
political figures to appear on the 
show. The Congressman selected 
Irving Berlin’s “Freedom Train” as 
his disk to be spun. 

Howell paced the show neatly 
throughout. His interviews, how- 
ever, were slightly marred by an 
over-naivete on his part, such as 
his rehearsed surprise at the fact, 
revealed by Case, that nitery im- 
presario Billy Rose is also lyric 
writer on several -big standards. 
This mannerism, however, had 
‘minor impact within the show’s 
overall high quality. Herm. 





‘ 





Atlanta, Tex.—Application has 
been filed with the FCC for assign- 
ment of the license of KALT here 
from Herman H. Wommacks and 
David A. Wommacks, operating as 
|the Ark-La-Tex Broadcasting Co., 
to the two Wommacks and Robert 
S. Bieloh, through sale by H. W. 
Wommacks of 10% interest to 
|David A. and 24% to Bieloh for 
| $6,630. 
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REHEARSAL 
HALLS 
AVAILABLE 


* MODERN — AIRY — LIGHT 


ADELPHI HALL 
74 5th Ave. (at 14th St.) 


WAtkins 4-0355 
Very Accessible Location 























Joke-of-the-Month Club 
Keep Up to Date! 


Original Topical Routine Each Month 





Phone or write for FREE Sample 
LA. 4-4459 688 8th Ave., N. Y. C. 
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612 North Michigan Avenue 


WRITER and IDEA MAN: 


If you can come up with sure-fire, fresh, visual ideas every week fer big- 
name, sponsored network TV variety show and are immediately available to 
work in New York, Chicago or Hollywood, submit your qualifications. 


ADDRESS BOX 314, VARIETY 


Chicage 11, fl. 
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Pareuts Losing Battle Of 
TV to Their Kids, L’ville 
University Survey Shows 


Louisville, March 13. 

Recent survey completed for 
WHAS-TV by the Psychological 
Services Center of the U. of Louis- 
yille has come Up with answers to a 
number of questions anent the local 
Tv situation. Coincidental tele- 
phone survey, directed by Ray- 
mond A, Kemper during week of 
Jan. 8, represents one of the most 
nsive studies ever undertaken 
Matthews, a 
television or 


inte V 
jn Louisville and St. 


suburb, for either 
radio. 

Study disclosed 
ents are losing the TV battle to 
their children. One of the inter- 
esting facts disclosed is that while 
doctors recommend youngsters un- 
der nine be asleep by 8 o'clock, and 
those from that age up to 14 be in 
bed at 8:30 or 9 p.m., TV program- 
ming takes an increasingly adult 
slant as the evening progresses, so 


that many par-} 


‘Uncle Dan’ Fetes 18th Yr. 


On KRNT in Des Moines 


Des Moines, March 13. 


“Uncle Dan Reads the Funnies” 
celebrated its 18th anniversary on 
KRNT, Des Moines, March 11. Dur- 
ing the entire 18 years it has been 
sponsored by the Colonial Baking 
Co. of Des Moines, 


tizations of the comic strips in the 
Des Moines Sunday Register by a 
cast of from six to 10 persons. Orig- 


inal “Uncle Dan” was Art Smith, 
now news director of WNAX, 
| Yankton, S. D., and Sioux City. 
| Edward Barrett, for many years 
| head of the Drake U. radio depart- 
| ment here, was “Uncle Dan” for 
; many years, and it is now handled 
by Carter Reynolds, a KRNT an- 
| nouncer. 








cation for a standard broadcast out- 
| let here has been made by Norman 
|B. Lassetter, who is seeking a li- 


;cense to operate on 1,490 kilo- 
icycles, 250 watts, full time. The 


The broadcast presents drama-' 


inator of the program and the orig- | 


| Laredo, Tex.—The second appli- | 


5" ~ | of KPAB, the only | ; 
some parents are permitting their) aay Seam staat 











FCC Reviewing Rival Bids 
On Easton, Pa., Operation 


Easton, Pa., March 13. 

Hearings are in progress here 
before the FCC on mutually exclu- 
| sive applications of the Easton Pub- 
| lishing Co. and Allentown Broad- 
‘casting Co. for a license to operate 
;& standard AM radio station over 
1,230 kilocycles, 


The frequency is now used by 
‘station WHOL, operated by the Al- 
.lentown Broadcasting Co., on a 
‘temporary permit granted two and 
|a half years ago. The Easton Pub- 
lishing Co. appealed the FCC rul- 
ing to the court of appeals on the 
temporary permit and the court 
{ordered a re-hearing. The entire 
| case is now being reviewed. 

With WHOL, there are now four 
|AM radio stations in Allentown. 
| Easton has WEST, an AM station. 
' Easton Publishing Co. now operates 
| WEEX, an FM station. 





‘tions in this section. 














CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





“Whirl Around World of Sports” 
nightly program on KDKA renewed 
after a contest he ran drew en- 
tries from 318 towns in 28 states 
. . « Rege Cordic has picked up 
another new bankroller, Sealtest 
Milk & Ice Cream, for his three- 
hour (6 to 9 a.m.) early morning 
show on WWSW ... Rosey Rows- 
well sending tape-recordings back 
from Florida for his Sunday eve- 
ning Peoples Cab Co. program on 
WJAS ... Four WCAE employes 
celebrating total of 57 years of 
service with that station 
| month. Phil Davis, continuity 
|chief, and Gladys Ingles, switch- 
| board operator, reported there in 
|March, 1936; Bill Thieman, traf- 
fic manager, in 1937, and Bill Kel- 
ley, of the sales staff, a year later 
| . Jerry Terheyden, drama stu- 





this | 


Pittsburgh— Johnny _ Boyer’s| as-catch-can basis, now using all 


‘four of his weekly pieces regularly 

.. . Ed King’s wife, Wendy, now : 
working with him on KDKA’s | 
“Party Line” program from mid- ‘Bie 
night to 1 2.m. six nights a week. rd 


Richmo..d—WxXGI here has af- 
filiated with Liberty Broadcasting 
System, effective April 1. 


Sherman, Tex.—Budd Duvall, gee 
formerly on the staff of KRRV, has 
| resigned to join KAYL AM-FM, 
| Storm Lake, I[a. 











El Paso, Tex.—Karl O. Wyler, 
|veepee and general manager of 
| KTSM here, has been elected prez 
'of the 1951-52 Southwestern Sun 
| Carnival, which is held here annu- 
ally. 








dent at Carnegie Tech,.doing. a4 


Witnesses | Brant’s dail 
called before the FCC included | program md 


| FCC recently revoked the license | managers of the various radio sta-| Gazette, which previously tan the | local CBS outlet, as a sports gabber 


St. Louis—France Laux, KXOK 
regular Tuesday guest shot on Bill | sportscaster, last week celebrated 
“Studio Controls” | his 21st year as a radio gabber. He 
WDTV ... Post- | began his radio career at KMOX, 


John Crosby column on a catch-! and chief announcer. 





ann ee 








children to watch shows definitely 
over their heads. 

With no school Saturday, Friday 
is the TV night of the week for 
youngsters. Many of them are 


permitted to stay up later, and| 


their presence swells the TV audi- 
ence to the largest of the week. 
More receivers are in use from 6 to 
10:15 p.m., 64° of all those in the 
area, and each set averages three 
viewers to make Friday night the 
big family night. Largest adult 
audience is on Sunday night, with 
Monday and Thursday a_ close 
second. Throughout the entire 
week, the survey found an average 
of better than two adults looking 
at each receiver turned on be- 
tween 6 and 10:15 p.m. 


Study also revealed that house- 
wives are watching afternoon TV 
programs, and an impressive ar- 
ray of statistics and percentages 
are submitted to prove the potency 
of TV in the Louisville area. 





Tiger Games Set for Airing; 


Sundays, Nights Excepted 


Detroit, March 13. 

For the fifth consecutive season, 
WWJ-TV will televise the Detroit 
Tiger baseball games for the Goe- 
bel Brewing Co, on an exclusive 
basis. A schedule of at least 35 
home games will be presented be- 
ginning April 19. 

Significantly, over the past five 
years that the home games have 
been televised, an increase in at- 
tendance has been noted each year 
at Briggs Stadium, home of the 
Tigers. Sunday and night games 
will not be televised again this 
year. 

Harry Heilman will handle the 
audio chores. Heilman, one of De- 
troit’s baseball greats, simultane- 
ously also handles the AM play-by- 
play for WJBK and the Goebel 
baseball network of some 40 sta- 
tions in the state, neighboring 
States and Canada. 


Ursula Halloran Quits 
NBC to Join Flackery 


Ursula Halloran, NBC press de- 
partment column editor for the last 
two years, resigned this week to 


join the Millar-Rogers-Cowan 
flackery. Miss Halloran will take 





over as eastern rep for the outfit 
starting April 1, after a two-week 
Vacation in Florida. 

h Milt Brown, NBC staff writer, 
as been named by veepee Syd 


Eiges to succeed femme as column 
editor, 








Petrillo, Nets 


=== Continued from page 1 


y ise to N. Y. Local 802 officials. 
hile Petrillo’s intervention at 
— point before the strike dead- 
rey Was expected, local execs want- 
‘o participate, as before, in all 
‘rgaining sessions with the webs. 
Local union officials in N. Y. and 
a oe been pressing for a ban 
Po sks, Particularly when used 
sh “ues and bridges in dramatic 
)_OWS On radio and TV. Union was 
per. however, from walking out 
lg jJob-creating issue and there- 
re had to press for.a sharp wage 
— Strategy involved bargain- 
me on the wage issue for a deal 
ith the nets on the disk ban. 
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Drama — Pulitzer 


Daytime Show — 


RADIO- TV — CINCINNATI POST 


"TV Poll Results 


Here's the Way You Voted; 
The Emcees and the “Big Hand” L 


BY MARY WOOD 














? 


WCPO-TV was FIRST in: 


Personality — Paul Dixon 


Prize Playhouse 


Music — Cavalcade of Bands 
Quiz — Twenty Questions 


Dixon Song Shop 


Kitchen Show — Cathy's Kitchen 











WINS ANOTHER “FIRST” FOR WCPO-TV 


Cincinnati tele-viewers were recently polled by Mary Wood | 


Their Favorite Daytime Show: Paul Dixon’s Song Shop. Surveys 


“ 


of the Cincinnati Post. Their Favorite TV Personality: Paul Dixon. 


continue to show that night and day, week after week, month. 


after month, WCPO-TV is first in Cincinnati. 


* From Cincinnati Post Television Poll, 1951 
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THE BRANHAM 








Cincinnati Post 


Represented by 
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co. 
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CINCINNATI, OnI0 


| \ ea ‘WCPO-TV carries top 5 multi-weekly programs seen in Cincinnati... JANUARY PULSE 
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= Tele Followup Comment 


———s Continued from page 26 








his presentation, Murray not only 
had Bob Burns as his top guest star 


and spotted the usual dramatic. 


vignette, but also brought in an 
array of live animals and, for what 
he termed his “piece de _ resist- 
ance,” showed the actual birth of 
live chicks via an electric incuba- 
tor. Overall result was a neatly 
integrated hour of entertainment, 
which sustained viewer interest 
throughout. 

Attempt to switch over to the 
incubator any time a chick started 
to peck through its shell caused 
frequent disruptions in the show’s 
continuity, but Murray handled 
these interruptions smoothly via 
his by-play with the “nurse” in 
attendance. At one point he 


|Home,” neither of which was 
heavy enough to clash with the 
_show’s comedy. Vinton Hayworth 
‘turned in another of his impeccable 
TV performances as a.con man out 
ito get the violin. 

Well produced and directed by 
David Pressman, the stanza bore 
the usual top-flight mountings of 
the Nash series. William Gaxton 
again registered as the host and 
commercial-spieler on the show. 


For the finale, Whiteman intro- 
duced Whiting’s younger daughter, 
Barbara, who has her own radio 
show, to join the others in the | 
composer’s standard, “’Til We 
Meet eo b anappneron snes a 
vote of thanks for never getting 
maudlin in these tributes to com-|,. Those TV commercials are get- 
posers, letting their works speak ting overly irritating almost gen- 
for themselves. ,erally. Sponsors don’t seem to re- 

Show, as usual, was backed by alize that the eye absorbs so much 
Jim McNaughton’s imaginative and, More, hence the length should be 
excellently-designed sets. Writer-/cut down. Lucky Strike, despite 











producer Felix Jackson and direc-|the painstaking care and produc- | 


tor Richard Eckler both handled tion imagination in most of their 
their chores exceptionally well and | Visualized LSMFT’s, overdoes it by 
Maureen Cannon displayed a vi-|Snookie Lanson doing a chunk of 
l|vacious personality in the new sabbing all on his own, preceding 
| singing lead-ins to the Goodyear | the filmed commercials. The glam 
| plugs ? |gals on “Leave It to the Girls 
|P . | likewise now seem more concerned 











‘Ratingitis’ 
Continued from page 21 


falways said the value of research 
is its accuracy, and that findings 
must be weighed ir the light of the 
techniques by which they are ob- 
tained. He said that his firm had 
spent six years and over $1,000,000 
making simultaneous tests of vari- 
| ous techniques before incepting his 
Audimeter service. 

In order to measure the accuracy 
of various yardsticks, Nielsen said, 
the obvious thing “is to look for a 
master yardstick. There is no such 
‘master yardstick ... One should 
|list all possible sources of error 
and then examine each technique 
| in terms of the sources of error in- 
herent in it.” 


Nielsen 











emphasized that tech- | 


SCANDIA RADIO USING 
MORE YANK SCRIPTS 


Copenhagen, March 7, 

The Scandinavian radio stations 
show a growing interest for Ameri- 
can radio plays, Victor Skaarup 
has translated and placed such 
w.k. U. S. radio dramas as “Thig 
Lonely Heart,” by Arch Oboler, and 
Lucille Fletcher’s “The Night 


Man” with the Danish and Nor- 
wegian state radios. 


U. S. radio writer should have 
a chance of finding a new market 
here says Skaarup. The fee ig 
usually around $40-$60 per per- 
formance to the original author; 
it depends on the length of the 
play. Comedies and light whodun- 
nits go especially well. 





cracked that, while he’s “laid many | 
eggs on the show, this is the first} Brandon de Wilde, moppet fea- 
time I’ve ever hatched one.” Burns|tured in the Broadway cast of 
scored with his thesping in the | “Member of the 
serious dramatic spot, the impact | demonstrated via his TV debut on 
of which was somewhat marred |NBC’s “Philco Playhouse” Sunday 
by the telegraphed punch. Herbert | night (11) that he’s more than a 


Wedding,” | 


with plugging their currently pet 
brand of ciggies (Regents). The 
stylized, artificially glib spieling of 
the cigaret’s features is in contrast 
to the verve and spontaneity which 
usually distinguishes their panel. 


| 


niques should be studied for their 
projectability to all U. S. homes 
and the committee should consider | 
the amount and kind of info each 
technique provides. 


Pulse Snaps Back 








CBS Spurs 


Continued from page 21 





| sufficient sponsors are staying on 


Patterson, who scripted the bit, 
also registered with his thesping. 

“State Fair’ theme gave Burns 
an opportunity for one of his Van 
Buren monologs and a short ride 
on his bazooka. Darla Hood, with 
the Enchanters, sold her two tunes 
excellently and Murray’s ‘‘Glam- 
our-lovelies” added to the fun with 
their deadpan bits. Ken Whitmore, 
who played a variety of homemade 


and legit instruments, hammed up | 


his two appearances but compen- 
sated for that with his versatility. 
Actress Jean Parker appeared for 
a short walk-on in the opening 
scene to round out the guest list. 





With singer Margaret Whiting 
as top guest, Paul Whiteman paid 
a fine tribute to hé& late father, 
composer Richard Whiting, on his 
ABC-TV Goodyear revue Sunday 
night (11). Miss Whiting, baritone 
Earl Wrightson, dancers Betty 
Luster and Jack Stanton and the 
show’s regular singers and dancers 
ran through a half-hour cavalcade 
of the cleffer’s top tunes, all hand- 
somely staged and niftily executed. 

Miss Whiting, appearing consid- 
¢rably slimmer than she has in 
previous video guest shots, scored 


with “My Ideal,” “She’s Funny 
That Way” and “Louise,” with 
Wrightson giving out with his 
virile baritone on “Beyond. the 


Blue Horizon” and “Too Marvelous 
for Words.” Miss Luster and 
Stanton registered brightly on 
“Waitin’ At the Gate for Katy.” 


This past Sunday (11), Phil Sil- 
vers did a good job—as he has 
been doing on virtually all his TV 
guestshots—as the male antagonist 
to Paula Stone, just in from the 
Coast (she is co-producer of “Top 
| Banana,” starring Silvers), Vanessa 
Brown (a cutie), and the three 
standbys: femcee Maggi McNellis, 
Dorothy Kilgallen and Eloise Mc- 
Elhone. 


{one-shot actor. Co-starring with) 
|his father, Frederic, in an original | 
yarn penned by Henry K. Moritz, 
|'young de Wilde turned in a com- 
| petent thesping job. While his 
range of emotions naturally cannot 
|'be adult in scope, he carried the 
| hour-long show without fluffing a 
line and managed to convey neatly | 
his characterization of the mother- | 
less boy given to telling tall tales 
about his father. 
Moritz’s story, featuring some 
down-to-earth dialog and situa- 
'tions, provided a pleasant hour’s 
|viewing. De Wilde pere, an es- 
| tablished thesp in his own right, 
'was obviously a perfect casting | 
|choice as the father and teamed 
| emeet ene with his haga: a el 
|Co ill was warmly appealing —: Ad 
‘as the schoolteacher and Rod Stei- With a panel on defense mobiliza- 
ger, playing in an off-the-cuff man- | tion. Official appearance of Broad- 
/ner, registered as the gym instruc- | cast Advertising Bureau, under 
itor -who lost her to de Wilde. | William B. Ryan, it new president, 
Alice Yourman, Hal Currier and will be on Tuesday. 
little Joe Fallon rounded out the; An innovation at the convention 
capable cast. , | will be a sports panel, on Tuesday, 
Show was played against the {jin which top baseball executives 


standard quality mountings pro-/ wil) discuss with broadcasters rela- 
vided by producer Fred Coe, with | tionships between stations and 
Delbert Mann handling both the ‘clubs in play-by-play descriptions 
cast and cameras competently. | of ball games 


- ...,.:. | A two-hour session on FM prob- 
Concert violinist Nathan Milstein | , 
|made his video debut as an actor |lems is scheduled for Wednesday. 


og ; _ | Other sessions that day will be de- 
7" Gace’ ao has |voted to research and taxation. 
leasant but uninspired piece of |The annual NAB banquet will be 
uff titled “Fiddling Fool.” Adapt- | held Wednesday night (18). 

ed by Norman Lessing from a story | Thursday will be devoted entire- 

by Ben Ames Williams, the yarn ly to television. A special cere- 


. 








Time Runs 


umm continued from page 23 


setup, to be held April 15-19 in 
Chicago at the Stevens hotel. Work- 
ing sessions will start Monday (16) 





















= dealt with a Down East farmer 

: whose greedy family, in.an attempt 
to get hold of his savings, tried to 
prove him insane because of his 
sentimentality over violins. Mil- 
stein, playing himself, entered the 
story to play one of his fiddles and 


varius, worth many times what the 

farmer had been offered for it. 
Parker Fennelly, apparently 

type-cast as the “Titus Moody” 





~  WNEW YORK 





liver and displayed his virtuosity 
on the violin with “Flight of the 
Bumblebee” and 











We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 
METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 
OLSON RUG COMPANY 


DR. CALDWELL 
CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 


COLGATE DENTAL CREAM 
PALMOLIVE SOAP PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 


FEENAMINT ROYAL DESSERTS 
HILL'S CASCARA QUININE STOKELY FOODS 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WIBK-TV a CBS 


non! aMiliate 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEACQUARTERS. 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5-2455 


presented WNationaily by’ THE KATZ AGENCY 


INC 





show that it was actually a Stradi- | 


character from Fred Allen’s erst-|tion. H 1 C é 
while “Allen’s Alley,” fitted neatly | Convention at its opening session 
into ee emer role and iheveby | April 16. 

ractically stole the show. Milstein | 
Roosevelt Hotel handied adequately the minor act- | 
ing chores he was called on ‘to de- | 


“Old Folks at 


|mony on that day will be held to 
| award certificates for the seven 
; best locally-produced TV_ shows, 
| a project launched last week to de- 
| velop a program idea exchange for 
| benefit of stations. 
Meanwhile, Justin Miller, NAB 
| prexy, left for a two-week Latin 
| American visit for the Dept. of 
|State as a member of the U. S 
| Advisory Commission on Educa- 
He will report to the NAB 


1950 FM 


=a continued from page 23 


other TV combinations including 
FM at 756,120. 

There was’ speculation that 
RTMA’s figures also included FM- 
only sets and that no separate 
breakdown was furnished to the 
association to prevent disclosure of 
Zenith production of its “Major” 
model, the only FM-only receiver 





last year. The “Major” has been 
reportedly withdrawn from manu- 
facture, but a new FM-only set is 
rumored as being readied for the 
market. 

Complaints that manufacturers 
are ignoring market demands for 
FM sets were aired when two 
FM broadcasters committees met 
today (13) at NAB headquarters 
with an RTMA FM Policy Corn- 
mittee headed by John W. Craig 
of Crosley Mfg. Co. NAB was 


Everett Dillard, Josh Horn, Frank 
Fletcher and Henry Slavik. 
Joining in the meetings for the 


“action” committee formed recent- 
ly at an FM open meeting called 
by NAB. It consists of ‘Morris 
Novik, chairman, Elliott Sanger, 
Ray Furr, Ray Green and Harold 
Hirschmann. 

Meanwhile, an analysis of FM 
withdrawals filed with the FCC 
showed a net loss of 11 stations on 
the air so far this year. The study 
showed 18 operating stations which 
turned in their licenses, while 
seven new FM’s began airing. 












which was turned out in quantity:|” 


represented by its FM committee | 
composed of Ben Straus, chairman, | 


first time was the all-industry 


Pulse, whose “aided 
method Hooper has been sniping 
at, and which has cut intu Hooper’s 
local biz, last week released its first 
“Multi-Market Radio Pulse.” Data 
combines network ratings, for both 
commercial and sustaining shows, 
in 14 major cities and will be is- 
sued every othef month. Topper 
Dr. Sydney Roslow said the rating 
is based on a sample of 5,840 radio 
homes each quarter-hour on Satur- 
day, Sunday and individual eve- 
nings, “which is larger than either 
Nielsen’s national sample or the 
36-city sample which formed the 
basis for Hooper's (discontinued) 
network ratings.” 


Roslow said his report would ex- 
pand into other cities and that re- 


within one month after interview- 
ing is completed. 


AMA discussion of “ratingitis,” 
to be chaired by Ed Kobak, 
new Broadcast Advertising Bureau 
chairman, will hear reps of STSC, 
including: Lewis H. Avery, Avery- 
Knodel; Dr. Kenneth Baker, NAB 
research director; Hugh Beville, 
NBC; Dr. Mathew Chappell, Hof- 
stra College; Dr. E. L. Deckinger, 
Biow Co.; H. L. Kreuger, WTAG, 
Worcester; and Frederick Manchee, 
BBD&O. 


ice, while favored in many quar- 
ters, isn’t thought likely to emerge 
in the industry at this time. Al- 
thought a cooperative service might 
in the long-run prove less costly 
than maintaining several competing 
services, a “perfect” technique 
would probably be expensive. Ad- 
ditionally, industry has not yet been 
able to come up with the standards 
such a “foolproof” yardstick would 
have to meet. Further, there’s the 


*|problem that clients who don’t 


show up well on a survey tend to 
pull out, shifting their biz to an- 
other outfit which may put them in 
a more favorable light. 


STSC report outlined a three- 
|Ppronged drive to end the current 
|confusion: (1) analyzing the vari- 
‘ous methods and techniques; (2) 
comparing differing results in ex- 
isting material; and (3) conducting 
special tests to discover differences 
and agreements between systems. 
STSC figured the complete project, 
which it hoped NAB would finance, 
would cost around $140,000. 


MBS Regional Meets 


"Mutual will hold a series of 10 
regional affiliates meetings between 


|March 17-30. Among brass to at- 
| tend will be veepees Bill Fineshri- 
ber, Ade Hult and E. M. Johnson 
and_ stations relations director 
Charles Godwin. 


Meets will be held in Salt Lake 
City, Colorado Springs, Albuquer- 
que, San Antonio, Nashville, New 
Orleans, Tulsa, Minneapolis, Jack- 
sonyille and Detroit. , 














recall” | 


sults are being made available | 


Idea of one solitary rating serv- | 








the air through the summer to fur- 
nish the advertisers taking advan- 
tage of the incentive a ready-made 
audience. Arthur Godfrey’s “Tal- 
ent Scouts,” for example, will take 
its usual eight-week hiatus, and 
any sponsor buying the time slot 
will inherit an audience on that 
basis alone. In addition, Emerson 
will bankroll its “Hollywood Star 
Time” in the slot immediately pre- 
ceding “Scouts” through the sum- 
mer, so that a sponsor taking over 
the Godfrey time will inherit part 
of that program’s audience, also. 


Web has a number of sustaining 
shows now on the air, which are 
being made available for sponsor- 
ship under the incentive plan, as 
well as a backlog of house pack- 
ages which have been aired from 
time to time. For regular sponsors 
who decide to ride out the summer 
and thus will be on a full 52 weeks, 
the regular 1212% time discount 
will apply. 





Fort Worth—Texas State Net- 
work announces that KCBD, Lub- 
bock, has been added to the web to 
carry the nightly Zack Hurt “ABC 
Roundup” for Chesterfield. Airer 
is an all-request show heard for a 
half-hour Monday through Satur- 
day. This is the 17th outlet to car- 
ry the series. 








HAIR 
PROBLEMS 
SKEPTICAL? 


Let JOSEPH R. MESSINA, 

nized authority, writer and lecturer 
en BALDNESS, its CAUSES and PRE- 
VENTION SINCE 1924, PERSONALLY 
solve your HAIR problems. Excess ef gray 


hair, excess Anir less, dandrul scales, dry 


er from excess sunshine, improper per- 
manents. harsh er improper eare, Itchy 
scalp, ete. 

Phene for fo Une on ge: gr toy aa Pri. 
vate and Confidenticl, ef course! 

“FREE censultation, men and women.’’ 
MONTHLY COST LOW AS $10 


JOS. R. MESSINA 


Scalp Specialist - Trichologist 


New York, N.Y. LOngacre 48509 
100 West 42nd St. ‘ae Yas Sat. 


Newark, N.J. 
850 Broad St. 


Mon. Eve., 7:30 to 8:30, and by app’t 
meneame tent ARR 
—REHEARSAL HALL™ 
IDEAL FOR TELEVISION 
CRYSTAL BALLROOM 


HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN 


118 W. 57th St., New York Ci 7-1900 
Ask for MR. BUNZL 

















SPECIAL MATERIAL COMPOSED and 
ARRANGED for Radio, Television, 
Ballet and Productions of all types. 


MAURICE BARON 


Staff Composer and Conductor, 
Radio City Music Hall, 1933-1945 


Free Consultation 
8 W. 45th St., New York 19 MU 2-7471 





























AL TRACE Orchestra 


ABC-TV Network for 


SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks 














59 Park Avenue, New York 


CHILDREN’S TELEVISION 


Scripts and stories by well-known children's writers . . . Dialogue, story 
lines, pregram ideas, consultation . . . Professionals only. 


CHILDREN’S TV : 


MUrray Hill 6-3884 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


Refuting reports that the all-star talent appearing on NBC-TV’s 
“america Salutes Richard Rodgers” March 4 was underpaid, indie 
ackager Henry Souvaine, who produced the show, declared this week 
that the amount of money allocated by the show’s sponsor for talent 
had been distributed “over 110%.” Souvaine asserted that he has re- 
ceived no complaints from the legit stars participating in the show. He 
said that all members of the committee who had worked on putting 
together the program as a tribute to composer Rodgers would get a 


detailed financial report as soon as one comes through from the aud- | 


jtors. , 

producer said the reports might have risen from the fact that orig- 
jnal plans for the show called for the use of fewer stars than were 
subsequently needed. As a result, he said, it was necessary to tell 
those who were signed first that they would be paid less than they 
had originally been promised. Show was sponsored by Red Cross 
Shoes. 





Hazel Scott, who appeared on ABC-TV’s “Showtime U.S.A.” Sunday 


BENNY, ARDEN VOTED 
TOP PERSONALITIES 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Jack Benny and Eve Arden were 
voted the most outstanding radio 
| peisonalities by Los Angeles radio 
and television editors. Awards are 
being made at a dinner at Derby’s 
American room tonight (13). 
Groucho Marx and Alan Young 
| ended in a dead heat for the out- 
Standing male video performer, 
| with Ina Ray Hutton winning nod 





|as the femme. “Lux Theatre” was | 


‘the best radio show, and Burns 


\and Allen best Hollywood video 
fare. 


“Cisco Kid” and 
Beany” were the top kid shows in | 


night (11), contributed her check for the guest shot to the American | radio, video respectively. 


National Theatre and Academy, which cooperates in production of the 
series. She thus became the second guest on the show to make that 
move, the only other one being Helen Hayes, who is prez of ANTA. 
Show, incidentally, was renewed for an additional 13 weeks, effective 
April 1, by its sponsors, the Dodge dealers. On Sunday night’s stanza, 
the show was forced to cut off the air in the middle of a dramatic ex- 
cerpt from Clifford Odets’ “Golden Boy,” in which Betty Field and | 
Dane Clark were acting. Program reportedly played all right during | 
dress rehearsal but Robert Alda and Jack Carson, teaming in a comedy | 
bit, stretched their time on the air. Show formerly had a sextet to be | 
used as a cushion in case it was running overtime, but the group was | 
axed recently for economy reasons. | 





Roy Rogers may be the next pic cowboy star to invade television. | 
Rogers is currently negotiating a new pact with Republic Pictures and | 
is seeking a clause which would permit video, with the threat of be- 
coming an independent producer if the pic company nixes the teevee 
request. It’s understood Quaker Oats, his current radio sponsor, is 
interested in a filmed tele series feafuring the oater star. It’s likely 
the TV show would be slotted on NBC with the possibility that his AM 
program would switch to that web from Mutual which has aired the 
show for the past two years. 





Scripters on NBC-TV’s “Martin Kane, Private Eye” will write star 
William Gargan out of the show for next Thursday’s stanza (22). Gargan 
is slated to leave immediately after the program tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) to spend 10 days at Palm Springs with his wife, who’s recu- 
perating from a recent operation. Other characters in the show next 
week will refer to him as being out of town on a special assignment, 
Radio version of “Kane,” in which Gargan also stars, is taped in ad- 
vance and so offers no problem. 





“Kid Gloves,” new CBS-TV show spotlighting moppets in a prize 
ring, has caught the fancy both of potential clients and the consumer 
press. Deal for a sponsor to take over the weekly half-hour show, 
which originates from WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, is reportedly near the 
inking stage. Meanwhile, both King Features and International News 


Photos have lined up full-page photo layouts on the program and the 
magazine, People Today, has scheduled a picture story on it for the 
near future. 





Tele Reviews 


Continued from page 26 
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Runoff Election Due At 


‘as the two parties went into nearly | “although some of the methods 


CBS After NLRB Po 


Runoff election will be held this 
month or in early April as a result 
of the inconclusive National Labor 
Relations Board poll at CBS’ 
Gotham headquarters last week. 
Of those voting, 355 voted for a 
union, with 286 choosing “no 
union.” 

Newspaper Guild of N. Y. (CIO) 


|led the list of unions picked, with 


169 votes. It was followed by the 
Employees International 
Union (AFL) with 117, the Radio 
Guild (which had previously repre- 
sented the CBS white collarites) 


with 54, and Independent, 15. 





had offered to ante up a $100,000 
bond guaranteeing acceptance of 
all other demands, if TVA would 
hold off talks for 30 days pending 
settlement of the AFM friction. 
Union at that time nixed the guar- 
antee, but subsequently agreed to 
the stay of the AFM issue if the 
stations would immediately put 
into effect the balance of the pact. 
| Contract covering actors, singers 





“Time for | Went into effect as of Wednesday | 


and announcers (except those who 


AFM Bypassed in Chi 


Continued from page 24 





might also be covered by AFM) 


show are set at 5212% of the na- 
tional TVA pacts, with sustaining 
shows pegged at 6624% of the local 
commercial rate. ss 
Stations involved are WNBQ, 
WENR-TV, WGN-TV and WBKB. 
Ray Jones, midwest exec TVA 
secretary, and attorney Sanford 


(Bud) Wolff handled negotiations 
for the union. 





Leighton 





(7) after the compromise agree- 








Continued from page 23 


ment was reached. | 
Union had alerted pickets for | 





Leighton’s gaining control, he was 


standby duty last week, with a dismissed from both positions. 
strike call expected momentarily,| Commission examiner found that 


} 
' 


continuous negotiations. 


Another major hurdle overcome 
at the last session was a fee sched- 
ule ‘for staff sportscasters. Terms 
accepted assure play-by-play spiel- 
ers a minimum of $300 weekly 
with Class A events (major league 
baseball, college and pro football 
and major boxing) pegged at $135 
per event and other sports set at 
$100 per game. 

Also worked out at last week’s 
sessions was the rehearsal fee set- 
up with the union granting nine 
hours of free rehearsal time for 
each hour show, with extra prac- 
tice at $4 hourly. 





Commercial fees for an hour 


which Leighton employed in his 
| zeal to gain control of the cor- 
poration may be regarded as ques- 
tionable from the standpoint of 
business ethics, we do not believe 
that the facts of record in this 
proceeding are sufficient to sup- 
port a finding that he displayed a 
lack of moral fitness to operate a 
radio broadcasting facility.” 


Examiners findings were made 
following an outside settlement in 
which Leighton would buy Nelson’s 
shares in the company. Nelson also 
agreed to withdraw his petition 
against the license renewal, and 
also his suit for damages in the 
iN. Y¥. courts. 








ane 
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rounded by a leprechaun, Rhoder- 
ick Dhon’t; a literate caterpillar, 
Horatio; a curvaceous mermaid, 
Misty Waters; Poe the Crow; Sam 
the Clam; and Throckmorton, a sea 
serpent. For the most part the 
puppets are visually attractive, 
although some lack the mobility 
and expressiveness of the wooden 
thespers on other ng airers. 
Voices are handled by several ac- 
tors, which has its. advantages. 
permits having many of the pup- 
pets on simultaneously, but,on the 
edition reviewed the fact that six 
creatures were all on stage for 
most of the period made for more 
confusion than entertainment. in- 
cidentally, the winking mermaid 
sang nicely. 

capitalizes on video's 
The locale is Studio Z, a 
storeroom in the sub-sub-basement 
of ABC’s tele center, with castoff 
cameras, mike booms, etc. There 
was some integration with the real 
world when a couple of engineers 
(only their legs were shown) wan- 
dered into Studio Z. 

Entry may build into a good juve 
production if it can sharpen the 
puppets’ characterizations in hu- 
man terms and place them in dra- 
matic situations. 

ey 


SHIP AHOY 

With Cap’n Mac Perrin, emcee; 
Josh White, Jr., Beverly White, 
David Pfeffer, Errol Sage, Dick 
Allen, Michael Okola, Philip 
Rodd, Ken Walken, Rex Thomp- 
son, Patty Mahr, Aline Blan- 
chette, Chieke Kikuchi, Brenda 
Selig, Lynn Bau, Treasure Bar- 
nard; the Ship’s Belles; Walter 
Fleisher, pianist-arranger 

Writer-producer: Madge Tucker 

Director: Jon Fogel 

60 Mins.; Sun., 12 noon 

BOSCO 

WCBS-TV, N. Y. 

(Robert W. Orr) 


As the anchor of the two-and-a- 
half-hour children’s Sunday morn- 
ing shows on WCBS-TV, N. Y., 

Ship Ahoy” is a good program 0 
its type. Host of moppets on hand 
execute songs, dances and comedy 
amid a nautical atmosphere under 
supervision of jovial emcee Cap’n 
Mac Perrin. 

For Sunday’s (11) session, the 
800d ship Jolly Rover set her 
pt hoe oer in a, of the 

proac . Patrick’s Day. 
Saturday. (17), Crew. members 


t | salt air via a painted backdrop of 


this | mentator on shortwavers beam 





Josh White, Jr., and his sister, Bev- 
erly, did a charming vocal inter- 
pretation of “Sweet Molly Malone” 
and a baker’s dozen of other 
youngsters gave out with kindred 
Irish melodies. 

Perrin, likewise, caught the : 
spirit of St. Patrick’s Day and con- 
tributed a couple of Hiberian dit- 
ties on his own. A forthright at- 
tempt is made to achieve a tang of 


ocean waves as well as a raised 
wood deck, gunwale and sundry 
other props. 

However, Perrin committed a 
faux pas when he referred to a 
long glass as a telescope. No sailor 
of the seven seas would be guilty 
of using such a landlubber term. 
But on the whole, “Ship Ahoy” is 
clean, red-blooded Sabbath Day 
fare for the smallfry. 


Bosco bankrolls the first 30 
minutes. Remaining half-hour is 


sustaining at present. Gilb. 









Summer 


Continued from page 25 


last summer. “Kraft Theatre,” for 
example, dipped in rating during 
the second quarter from a 31.7 toa 
27.1, yet the homes reached by the 
show jumped from 1,349,000 to 1,- 
596,000. Similar boost in homes 
reached was shown by “Amateur 
Hour.” While the rating declined 
from 34.5 to 30.8, the show played 


in 1,752,000 homes during the sum- 
mer, as against 1,423,000 during the 
previous quarter. This record was 
achieved, NBC emphasized, despite 
considerable baseball competition 
on local stations. 


? 








Glens Falls, N. Y.—Frank H.| | 
Mullen, former’ announcer for . 
WGLN, Glens Falls, has been ap- 
pointed to the N. Y. staff of “Voice 
of America.” He will be producer 
and director of programs ‘trans- 
mitted to the lg re age 
fore language breadcas 
— China, Indonesia and Viet- 
nam. Mullen will also act as Eng- 
lish language newscaster and _ 





to Europe, 





—___—_ | 


TELEVISION 


in LEADING daytime TV cities 


During the day, sets in use in the three cities served 
by WLW-Television — Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus — 
are among the highest in the nation — 


Average Sets In Use® 


CINCINNATI @eeeeeeeeseensveseeoeeeeet @ 
DAYTON @eese@eeeaeeeoe@#eeseeeeeesesweeaesee 
COLUMBUS @eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeesesee @ ‘ 


WLW-T, Cincinnati ......ccccceees 
WLW-D, Dayton .....ccecccveeees 
WLW.-C, Columbus ....-.ecccceeee 


Here's proof positive that WLW-Television delivers the 
daytime audience in the midwest's second largest TV market. 


WLW-T WLW-D 
CINCINNAT! DAYTON 


*Videodex, December, 1950, 6:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 





13.9% 
12.2% 
11.1% 


In each of these cities, the WLW-Television station 
has a much larger share of the daytime audience 
than the leading competitor. 


Average Share of Avdience® 


WLW-TV Leading 
Station Competiter 
47.5% 37.4% 
63.1% 26.2% 
57.7% 24.3% 
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Evelyn Knight: ‘Lovely Is The 
Evening’-“Nobody’s Tears Are 
Falling But Mine” (Decca). A solid 
disk with Miss Knight handling two 
contrasting tunes in top form. 
“Evening is a charming new ballad 
on a folk theme, which gets a sen- 
sitive rendition on this side by 
Miss Knight and the Ray Charles 
Singers under Sy Oliver’s batoning. 
Reverse is a catching rhythm num- 
ber slated for plenty af juke spins. 

Perry Como-Sons of the Pioneers: 
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds” - “You 
Don’t Kno’ What Lonesome Is” 
Victor. Como comes through big} 
on a couple of prarie items that 
should make a splash in the pop 
market. Teaming with a standard 
western combo, he scores strongly 
on “Tumbleweeds.” Flip, however, 
could break for a hit. ‘““Lonesome” 
has a cute lyric and attractive 
melody with Como delivering in 
sock style. 

Vic Damone: “Mama”-“Operetta” 
(Mercury). ‘‘Mama” has a commer- 
cially sentimental quality that 
Damone sells to the hilt: Lyric is 
handled in both English and Ital-| 
ian. On the reverse, Damone hits 
with a tasteful version of a class | 
ballad. George Siravo orch backs | 
up neatly. 

Ray Bolger-Ethel Merman: “Once 
Upon A Nickel’-“Oldie”’ (Decca). 
This is a punchy personality slice 
of “Nickel,” the clever inflation 
tune recently launched. by Georgia 
Gibbs standout version for Coral. 
Miss Merman and Ray Bolger, who 
have teamed on_ several other 
novelties previously, do a spirited 
job on this number. Flip is a nos- 
talgic vaude-type number. Sy) 
Oliver batons the background orch. | 

Champ Butler: “I Apologize”- | 
“There'll Be Mournin’ In_ the 
Mornin’” (Columbia), Butler, a 
newcomer, continues to register 
strongly on his initial series of 
disks for Columbia. His baritone 
works smoothly on the oldie, “I 
Apologize.” On the flip, he de- 
livers another dramatic opus with 
a macabre death house motif. 
Skippy Martin orch backgrounds. 

Buddy Morrow Orch: “Solo”’- 
“Silver Moon” (Victor). Morrow’s 
orch, with the leader’s fine trom- 
bone in the forefront, does an un- 
usual production on “Solo,” trans- 
forming a Chopin waltz into a 
bolero number. It’s a good side 
slated for jock spins and eomment. 
On the flip, Morrow’s orch turns 
into a neat instrumental on an old 
Romberg number. 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians: 
“A Home That’s Filled With Love” | 
-“The Place Where I Worship”; | 
“Faithful’-““My Lost Melody” (Dec- 
ca). Four rich and tasteful sides 








by the polished Waring organiza- | 


tion. “Home Filled With Love” 1s 
a fine number with Stuart Church- 
ill handling the solo chores. On 
“Worship,” the Glee Club delivers 
impressively. “Faithful” is nicely 
vocalled by Joe Marine, while 
Joanne Wheatley does a standout. 
job on “My Lost Melody.” ¢ 

Richard Hayes: “Too Young’’- 
“Shenandoah Waltz” (Mercury’. 
Hayes turns in a good version of a 
siandout new ballad, “Too Young,” 
which has been piling up a lot of 
wax. Chorus and orch under 
George Bassman ftirnish good back- 
ing. On the reverse, Hayes does a 
trio with himself on a folk number 
which attempts to follow up 
“Tennessee Waltz,” Jimmy Carrol 
orch backing. 


Album Reviews 


Fred Astaire-Jane Powell: “Royal 
Wedding” (M-G-M). From. the 
soundtrack, of the pic, “Royal Wed- 
ding,” M-G-M has packaged a 
warmly melodic eight-sided album. 
Jane Powell is responsible for the 
musicel content with lovely rendi- 
tions of such tunes as “Happiest 
Day of My Life,” “Too Late Now” 
and “Open Your Eyes.” Fred 
Astaire also does okay with 
a counvle of vocals on “You're All 
The World To Me” and “JI Left My 
Hat In Haiti,” Astaire and Miss 
Powell also duet on the cute item, 
“How Could You Believe Me When 
I Said I Love You, etc.” Johhny 
Green’s studio orch also dish up a 
superb instrumental on “Sunday 
Jumps.” 

Irving Fields Trio: ‘Melody 
Cruise” (Victor). Thus six-sided 
set showcases some of the top chile 
items in Irving Fields’ book, sev- 
eral being Fields’ own composi- 
tion. Combo’s slick rhythms are 
featured on such numbers as 
“Guatemala,” “Adios, Mariauita 
Linda,” “Brazil,” “Managua Nica- 
ragua,” “Por Que,” and others. 
Three Beaus and A Peep Handle a 
couple p vocals in good style. 


atter Pointers : 
Sonny Burke dishes up some 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 








orch’s initial cut for Coral Records 
are two sharp sides, “If I Love 
You” and “I'll Be Around,” Lucy 
Ann Polk vocalling the latter... 
The Weavers have a good folk song 
side in “On Top Of Old Smoky” 
. Snooky Lanson has 
two fine sides in “F’r Instance” 
and “Dream Away” (London)... 
okay on 
“Lovely Is The! Evening” (Coral) 
... Buddy Johnson orch has a 
potential hit in “What Will I Tell 
My Heart,” Arthur Prysock vocal- 
ling very much like Billy Eckstine 
. Trudy Richards reg- 
isters neatly on “I'll Be All Smile 
- Don Cor- 
iell’s slice of “My Inspiration” is 
... Ink Spots have a 
good side in “Do Something For| “Where the Red Roses Grow’—' 

- - - On same label, 
Peter Lind Hayes comes up with 


(Decca? .. 


The Modernaires do 


(Decca) . . 
Tonight” (M-G-M).. 
fair (Victor) 
Me” (Decca) 


an okay version of “Let Me In”... 


Doris Day delivers excellently on : “first” , , 
two standards, “Lullaby of Broad- herself as “first” on two new plug | 


{ i " i err errr, 6 tS 
way” and “Please Don’t Talk About | “pray” (Robbins). '| Night Is Young and You're So Beautiful 


Coming soon: Lorry’s sensational | 


Me When I’m Gone” (Columbia) 








LORRY RAINE 


“Take Time (To Pray)”—London 

Lorry (“Strangers,” 
Lights”) Raine again establishes 
**Roses” 


songs, (Famous) and 


. - . Dick Brown has a good tune|“Indiscreet.” Her greatest record 


in “I Owe It All To You” (Jubilee). 
Standout folk, western, jazz, 


ing news in connection with its re- 


religious, polka, etc.: Eddy Arnold, | lease. 


“Kentucky Waltz” (Victor)... Ar- 
nett Cobb, ‘“‘Willow Weep For Me” 
(Columbia) . ‘ 
Shea, “I'd Rather Have Jesus” 
(Victor) Hardrock Gunter, 
“Honky Tonk Blues” (Decca)... 
Homer and Jethro, “I'm Moving 
On No. 2” (Victor) . . . Whoopee 
John Wilfahrt, “Metro Polka,” 
(Decca) , Tommy  Sosebee, 
“You're Always Brand New” 
(Coral). 


Bibletone Launches 





cae . over as the pubbery’s general pro- | 
Religioso Series fessional manager. Negotiations | 


Biblestone Records is launchi 
a new disk series to be pitched 
the religioso pop market. Move, 
designed to supplement the line 
of sacred music, was cued by the 
recent click of such tunes as “It Is 
No Secret” and “Our Lady of Fa- 
tima.” 

First artist signed to record for 
the series is Ken Carson, formerly 
with the Sons of the Pioneers and 
currently a regular on the Garry 
Moore show. Diskery is also nego- 
tiating a deal with Kenny Baker 
involving his services and the ac- 
quisition of his Coast recording 
company, Kenart Records, which 
owns masters of several religiosos. 





Schroth in St. L. Exit 
St. Louis, March 13. 


St. Louis Philharmonic Orch, has 
been fired, and guest conductors 
will direct the tooters during the 
last two concerts of the season. 

Schroth. came here-three years 
ago from the U. of Chicago, to suc- 
ceed Stanley Chappel. 


George Beverly ' 


Gerard Schroth, maetro of the | 


TIM GAYLE 
451 Wrightwood, Chicago 


Link Takes Over 








Harry Link has wrapped up a 
E. B. Marks, under which he takes 


were carried over several weeks 
but were concluded last week des- 


from the pubbery’s former con- 
servative policy. 





in the Big Three group, said he 


| plans no immediate change in the 


_pub’s’ personnel. His secretary, 


| Mary Murray, joins him at Marks. | 
| Link is also assigning to the Marks | 
| firm the tune, “A Nickel Ain’t. 


| Worth A Cent Today,” which he 


| published on his own hook several | 


| weeks ago. 
| 





Weston in N.Y. For 
Col H. O. Confabs 


Paul Weston, Columbia Records’ 


artists and repertory chief on the | 


Coast, arrived in New York yester- 

_day (Tues.) for a series of con- 
|fabs with company prexy Jim 
; Conkling and a&r head Mitch 
| Miller. Weston will return to 
Hollywood next week. 


“Harbor | 


since “Can't Sleep.” And outstand- | 


As Marks GPM 


deal with Herbert Marks, head of . 


pite Marks being in Doctors Hos- , 
pital, N. Y., as a result of an opera- | 
tion. Deal is seen marking a shift : 


Link, former head of Feist Music , 


eee) 





Get Out Those Old Records ... 





Would I Love You............ 
You and Your Beautiful Eyes— 


Zing Zing—Zoom Zoom....... 





listed. 
Always You .........eee0- Seeuiees peucnasaduesue Dreyer-M 
And You'll Be Home......... ‘ee bdbancavedéee+ees Burke-VH 
Autumn Leaves.......... TTT TTT sceetecee neeeaeee 
Beautiful Madness........... s00beesceceeescceess seen 
Down In Nashville, Tennessee.........eeeeeeeee+- Witmark 

\& se seerensrrne Seebebsraavetass ian. ABC 
Harbor Lights ....cccceess eedenbedenseseeths+¢e ee 
DS. chi scwedncacs Peer ey rE CRI Mills 
If It Hadn't Been For YOU... ccccccccccscecicceces Johnstone-M 
In the Land of Make Believe...........e0.- o0ced BMI 
dae Be a a er reir a paveueasne eee H & R 

| Oe oe aaa rrr ree ee ee ree Duchess 


To Think You've Chosen Me .. 
Tonight Be Tender To Me .... 


When VOU. BOUUET.. 0.5.6.2 cocwes 


i 
} 





+ Filmusical. “Legit musical. 





| 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of March 2-8, 1951 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 

A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls”......... ‘Morris 

B POM G6 TIGR. occ ccccsrccccsscegesces st eeeeees Shapiro-B 
Aba Daba Honeymoon—i“Two Weeks—With Love” Feist 

Be My Love—t“Toast of New Orleans”............. Miller 


By the Kissing Rock—t“The West Point Story”.... Witmark 
Wear Pear DOO. .is scsi cece: 
oe as eT TTT | 
J Am Loved—* “Out of This World” @eeeeeveveeeeen 0 Chappell 


DI oo ois onc ck ints cides soe veweese eoeeeee- Crawford 
I Love the Way You Say Goodnight...... Diese Remick 
I Remember the Cornfields.........cccccccscveees Leeds 
eres Bic ok bob akeuss1044eahsyaweetwnenseaees Ee 
If I Were a Bell—*“Guys and Dolls”.........seee- Morris 
It's a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ...... Berlin 
Ph PAO. ok 5 ce Koso os sees are eee aera k ee Peer ; 
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.........-. Pickwick 
Mocking Bird Hill...........-.cccccsece ceeeeeeee. DOUtHEerN 
More Than I Care To Remember..........-++.++++ Spitzer 
My Heart Cries For You ......-....+ee. Seer. 
Nevertheless—i“Three Little Words”............. Chappell 


DU ENED bbc cs sdb ecccteveseeerse csecccces ee 
Roving Kind se eeeeeeeeeeve ate aided ache kieig aaa aaa 
a ew iced as hawk eee eT Ore errr. Folkways 

Sparrow In the Tree Top........eeecceeeeeees . H&R 

PR NMERIEE WORE. Gi aiccas 46650 satees sash tnsees . Acuff-R 


Use Your Imagination—*“Out of This World”......Chappell 


7“At War Army”.. . Paramount 
You're Just In Love—*"Call Me Madam” ....... .. Berlin 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 


I've Never Been In Love Before—*“‘Guys and Dolls” Morris 


ee Ee eee Tee ae ee eee eet. 
Nobody’s Chasing Me—*“Out Of This World”...... Chappell 
SONNY FNC BUNNY... cic cesses ccivsesecesssocves BMI 
Super Song...... web eewie oc peng eeUenee0esses 0600 ee 
ee BA, ok ct iccvecees hesessesadecnaeds wl . Barton 
Teardrops From My EyeS....ccccccccccece Ser 


‘eS 2 eae cerecrcecesecees 
When Our Country Was Born... 


You Know You Belong To Somebody Else......... Fisher 


Goday 


eee eweoeeevreeeee eeee 


Sr 
$9$660066400060000 GRE 

.... Algonquin 
oeheesecae6eeeeenc ee 
geavenitecs GEARS seeee. Santly-J 











Illness Cancels Nelson Eddy 
Albany, March 13. 
; Illness forced cancellation of a 
| concert scheduled by Nelson Eddy 
for the Palace theatre’ tonight 
‘ (Tues.), 





VARIETY 


_steeetveseoooe 10) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines --e----secesooos 


1. IF (7) (Shapiro-B)..... OK eh os rege ke ne are 
2. MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (11) (Massey)................ 
3. TENNESSEE WALTZ (15) (Acuff-R)......... sah iar ar cee al 

_ 4, BE MY LOVE (8) (Miller)......................00000055., 
5. YOU’RE JUST IN LOVE (6) (Berlin). ...................... 
6. ABA DABA HONEYMOON (3) (Feist)...................... 
7. PENNY A KISS (2) (Shapiro-B).......... (eee on eee 
8. SO LONG (7) (Folk-W) $O 4 010) 60% 44 668 eoeeeee eee eee ee eeeres 
9. WOULD I LOVE YOU (3) (Disney)..............eece005,5, 
10. THE ROVING KIND (10) (Hollis) ................... aay 

Second Group 

MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (Southern) 


aap ee S00 —_— ne Oe Oe 503s 55555 00 see 


SPARROW IN THE TREETOP CNG ccc nsbeneseeeeséseees 


LET ME IN‘(Oxford).......... 
I APOLOGIZE (Crawford) 


SCSHCGCAAEH SES eeerveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


8 64.85,6° 8 ¢ 49 eeveeeeoeeeeeeeeeveeeses 


BEAUTIFUL BROWN EYES (American).......cseccecceeceseecs 


A BUSHEL AND A PECK (8) (Morris)... 


IF YOU’VE GOT THE MONEY 
BRING BACK THE THRILL ( 


SHOTGUN BOOGIE (Century) 


OH BABE (Alamo) 








tricky mambo rhvthms on. a_long-" 
play set for Decca, .. Les Brown’ 


LITTLE ROCK GETAWAY (Feist). 
NEVERTHELESS (15) (Chappell). | 


SR ss sc eeeqee eeewesnscececees 
PEE. cdc bUGREbo60s 60eeeeese 


§ Tennessee Ernie C 
: ee ee ee ee Oe Clooney ....Columbia 
1 TAUT I TAW A PUDDY TAT (Remick)..........0ssceseeeees 


+ Ee eee s eeeeveeeoe eee eoeeeseeeeeeee 


eeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeesee 


ee eeereereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeees l 


: HARBOR LIGHTS (17) Ps $666 dedneedessdenaswebesebes 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number ot weeks 










{ Betty Hutton-Perry Como Victor 
se eeecerceceveceeeese* ) Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 


song has been in the Top 10.) 
, i» | P ‘ - f 






























Perry Como ....... .-... Victor 
Billy Eckstine 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia, 
VEC CROMONE cc ccceccecs Mercury 
Patti Page .....+6......Mercuy 
eNTee TAME 6 oo ccccscees Victor 
Perry Como-Fontane Sis. .Victor 
D. Reynolds-C. Carpenter MGM 
Tony Martin-Dinah Shore. Victor 
Weavers-Gord. Jenkins .. Decca 
POO FE 4. cccereres Mercury 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


Les Paul-Mary Ford..... Capitol 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Bobby Wayne ..... .....London 
Billy Eckstine ........... MGM 
Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 


Jo Stafford ..........-Columbia 
Eddie Fisher ...........Victor 
sesteess ae 


Mel Blane iddecboseesdi anes 
Kay Starr .cccccccecee- Capitol 
Les Paul sasesesecnesccee 


Paul Weston .....++..Columbia 
Bee BOE ic ccesoesseses Decca 


Sammy Kaye.........Columovia 


Tzena’ Writers Settle 
Claims; Cromwell-Mills 
Pub Suit Still Pends 


Via mediation services of the 
/ Zionist Organization of America, 





‘the cleffer sector of the legal battle 
‘over “Tzena Tzena Tzena” has been 
' settled amicably. No coin was in- 
volved in the settlement. Two 
| writers, Julius Grossman of New 
| York and Issacher Miron of Israel, 
crossfiled $100,000 suits against 
‘each other last year following a 
‘legal tangle between Howie Rich- 


'mond’s Cromwell Music and Mills 
Music over which firm owned the 
copyright. Gressman:and Miron 
both composed parts of the song, 
which was based on an old Hebrew 
folk dance melody. 

Meantime, the suit between 
Cromwell and Mills still pends, 
with royalties accruing from disk 
sales being held in escrow until 
a court judgment is handed down. 
Disk coin is estimated to be sub- 
stantial since the Decca version of 
“Tzena” was on the reverse side 
of Gordon Jenkins and the Weavers 
cut of “Goodnight, Irene,” which 
hit close to 2,000,000 sales. At 142c. 
a side royalty, that means about 
$30,000 held in escrow on “Tzena.” 


Reig Joins Coral 


Expanding its departmental set- 
up, Coral Records has named Ted 
Reig as head of its blues and 
rhythm division. Reig will work 





junder Jimmy Hilliard, pop artists 


and repertory chief who formerly 
also handled the bé&r waxings. 
Reig was associated with several 





Corah. 


jindie labels before shifting to 


e-6 <¢ 
s 
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Victor, Columbia Pacing Industry 


In Sustained 


AFM, 4 Webs Settle 


James C. Petrillo, American 
Federation of Musicians prexy, 
ended the threat of a radio- 
TV musicians strike by reach- 
ing a three-year agreement 


Economic Upswing 





Upswing in the music business + 


has been so marked for the last 
three months that the usual slide 
during the Lent and income tax 
season has not been felt this year. 
Hit tunes are continuing to move 
at a steady clip, with both disk! 
and sheet music sales pointing to 
a peak year. ; 

Among the diskeries, RCA Victor 
and Columbia are grabbing the ma- | 
jor share of the current business 
activity in striking contrast to last 
year when Decca was spreadeagled 
over the bestseller lists. Victor par- 
ticularly is being powered by two 
standout pop hits, Perry Como’s 
“if” and Mario Lanza’s “Be My 
Love,” and a click longhair promo- | 
tion revolving around its reissu- 
ance on long-play disks of its old 
catalog standards. 

Latter series, issued under the | 
“Treasury of Immortal Perform- | 
ances” imprint, has surprised the | 
trade by its sales surge. It’s under- | 
stood that each of the 12 initial | 
longhair disks in “Treasury” sales | 
are gone well over the 25,000 sales | 


mark, and are still climbing. Mean- 
time, incidental result of the 
“Treasury” series has been to 
knock the bottom out of the col- 
lectors’ item trade which formerly 
had old Caruso records selling at 
$10 a disk, and more, and now is 
strictly a buyers’ market. 
Columbia is also hitting with a 
parlay of pop and longhair hits. 
Two of its pop numbers, Guy 
Mitchell’s “My Heart Cries For 
You” and “The Roving Kind,” have 
been holding up consistently for 
the past three months, with a new | 
side, Rosemary Clooney’s “Beauti- 
ful Brown Eyes,” also now break- 
ing for a hit. In the longhair field 
Columbia has cashed in on its pro- 
motion of the 10-disk, lyng-play 
(Continued on page 42) 


Lombardo-Ames 
1006 in 18 Dates 


Guy Lombardo orch and the 
Ames Bros., currently heading for | 
the southwest in their two-month 
concert swing around the country, 
have racked up over $100,000 in 
their first 18 dates on the road. Al- 
though falling off from the pace of 
the first four dates, in which they 
drew almost $30,000, the Lombardo 
troupe hit slightly over that figure 
in seven dates in the next week 
(Feb. 26-March 4), then climbed to 
‘. t% $42,000 gross last week 

Playing to capacity at every date, 
Lombardo’s take was held down in 
the second week by the small audi- | 
toriums in which the band was 
booked in several Florida towns. In 
future dates, however, the troupe is 
slated to play large auditoriums, 
With initial response indicating that 
Lombardo will climb well over the 
$500,000 gross mark for the 70 
dates on the full tour. Lombardo 
{s working on guarantees with per- 
centages up to 60%. 

Lombardo grosses for the past 
two weeks are as follows: Atlanta, 
$3,500; Sumter, S. C., $4,000; Sa- 
vannah, $5,200; Jacksonville, $3,- 
500; Sarasota, $2,400; Tampa, $8,- 
500; St. Petersburg, $3,500; Ft. 
Lauderdale, $6,300; Orlando, $4,- 
500; Winterhaven, $3,700; Mobile, 
$7,200; New Orleans, $7,900; Lafay- 
ette, La., $5,700, and Beaumont, 
Tex., $5,800. 


900,000 COPIES SOLD 
OF ‘HARBOR LIGHTS’ 


“Harbor Lights,” 1937 tune by 
British writers Jimmy Kennedy 
and the late Will Grosz (Hugh 
Williams), has sold nearly 500,- 
000 copies for Chappell Music 
Since its revival last year. 

Number, which was a hit in Eng- 
land 12 years ago, caught on ac- 
cidentally in the U. S., following 
Lorry Raine’s cut-for London Rec- 
ords last spring, and then re- 
mained on the hit lists for more 
than six months via Sammy Kaye's 
version for Columbia and Guy 
Lombardo’s for Decca. 














Oscar Peterson, jazz pianist 
with Mercury Records, has done 
the unusual by cutting a number } 
titled “Salute to Erroll Garner,’ 
latter being another jazz keyboard 


‘lighted this week with the switch | 


with the four major webs yes- 
terday (Tues.) in New York. 


‘Details On. Page 1. 
ee RR EERE SEES) 


MGM Records Contracts 
N.Y. Opera Co. for Series 


Latching on to the upbeat in the 
longhair 











| 
1e | ee 
eee di Meco notes Qet Livingston 


the New York City Opera Co. for 
a series of disks featuring high- 
lights from popular operas. Two 
disks slated for early release com- 
prise highlights from  Verdi’s 
“Aida” and Gounod’s “Faust.” Dis- 
tribution is being timed to coincide 
with the opening of the opera com- 
pany’s spring season at the N. Y. 
City Center at the end of this 
month. 

Each set will run 30 minutes and 


Capitol Disks 





ords’ artists and: repertory setup 


| will be issued as part of M-G-M’s | was ended this week with the nam- 


classical line on both 33 and 45 ; a 
rpm. Diskery is planning to cut | mg ot ae W. Livingston as = 
prices on these longhair releases, |©°™Pany’s veepee over a&r activi- 
from the standard $4 for 10-inch ties. A Cap exec in the kiddie 
long-play disks to $3, with propor- | department for the past five years, 
tional cuts in the 45 rpm set prices. | Livingston moves into the spot 


| vacated by Jim Conkling, who went 


|east in January to become presi- 
all ue | dent of Columbia Records. 
Livingston’s new appointment 


was made by Cap prexy Glenn 
‘Wallichs, who had been serving as 


Longer Dates On s#:.,cfatne, Somings ee 


his former administrative chores. 





é 9 | Livingston’s staff on the Coast 
° é é av Ca @ | will include musical directors Lee 
Gillette and Dave Dexter, with | 


| Walter Rivers and Dave Cavanaugh 
Shortage of name bands is spot- in charge of the eastern operation. 
Promotion of Livingston also 
in policy of television’s top orch | winds up the attempt of RCA Vic- 
showcase, “Cavalcade of Bands,” | tor to snag him for the latter’s 
on the DuMont network. Instead | record division. Victor had pitched 
of the show’s previous practice of | offers to Livingston as a result of 
presenting a new band each week, | his click in developing such kidisk 
exhaustion of the roster of big | personalities as Bozo the Clown, 
musicrews has forced the show to | Bugs Bunny and other characters. 
ink bands for four weeks in succes- | Cap’s kidisk sales, as a result, be- 
sion. (Continued on page 40) 


at the Statler hotel, N. Y., tees off AFM UPH OLDS CRESHLER 
ON STABILE CONTRACT 


a four-week stand on the TV show 

April 2, with Xavier Cugat’s orch 

also pencilled in for a _ similar 

period later. Milton Douglas, di- 

rector of “Cavalcade,” says we Hollywood, March 13. 

paucity of available name orchs| 4s 4 side jssue to the hassle be- 

had been intensified recently by 

the death of Eddy Duchin and the tween Abner J. Greshler and Mar- 
tin and Lewis, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians has _ upheld 
Greshler’s contract with Dick 

Stabile, who fronts the band for 

all dates played by the comics. 











exiting from the business of such 
leaders as Carmen Cavallaro, 
Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman 
and others. Even with frequent 
repeats of bands on the show, 
Douglas said “Cavalcade” was 
having a tough time lining up its Stabile has been ordered to make 
future schedule. a full accounting of all his band’s 
Bands working video, Douglas | activities preparatory to paying a 
said, are veering towards increased |commission to Greshler. Tune 
production material, such as the union discounted Stabile’s explana- 
Martin orch, which carries it own | tion that he thought he had signed 
writer, Irving Taylor, for special | with Greshler for a single date and 
TV material. Douglas pointed out, didn’t discover until later that it 
however, that the pattern was! was a three-year ticket. 
mixed, with such bands as Guy Batoneer claims he needs no 
Lombardo’s and Louis Prima’s agent now since he is “automati- 
able to register strongly with the cally” booked with Martin and 
regular band format. | Lewis, with whom he has no con- 
‘tract, working only on a_ hand- 
shake. Greshler a — the a 
1 for bolting his fold last year an 
Releasing Album From switching to Music Corp. of Amer- 
. ’ _ ica. 
‘Tales of Hoffmann’ Pic 
In conjunction with the preem 
at the Metropolitan Opera House 
of “The Tales of Hoffmann” April 
1, London Records is releasing an 





Monroe May Do Pic 
Hollywood, March -13. 
Vaughn Monroe is being dickered 





’s soundtrack. Disk- | : ‘ 
as meee 4 heavy promo-|ductions for an important acting- 


tional push on the set, comprising singing role in their musical ex- 
three aaahen disks, in line with | travaganza, Stars and bane i 
the film’s distribution in America. | Forever,” scheduled for production 
Several U. S. diskeries were in- | this summer. 

terested in the pic’s soundtrack but | If deal goes through, Monroe will 
London, through its parent firm, | join Dinah Shore and Tony Martin 
British Decca, snagged the rights | in the lineup. Monroe’s orch would 
since several of its recording en-| also be in the pic. 

gineers worked on the film Produce | cesses 


tion. Sir Thomas Beecham and the 
Royal Philharmonic are featured Top Songs on TV 
(Alphabetically Listed) 


in the disk set. 
Week of March 2-8, 1951 


P i Wi (Based on copyrighted Audience 
Sacks N. Y. to Chi With Coverage Index & Audience Trend 


New ‘Kukla’-N BC Pact -Index, published by Office of Re- 
Manie Sacks, RCA artists rela- preter ~~ Dr. John G. Peatman, 
. irector. 
tion vice-prexy, heads for Chicago A Penny a Kiss. . . .Shapiro-B. 
and Burr Tillstrom, of the “Kukla,| If ..........--+--++: Lennox 
Fran and Ollie,” video show, their 


If : 
You’re Just in Love... . Berlin 
Zing Zing—Zoom ... . Robbins 
renewed contract with the com- 
pany. 





5 Top Standards 
A Wonderful Guy... .Chappell 





artist, with Columbia. 





New deal includes ae of pe ge mses iguman 
the NBC video airer as well as ,Sfy-,|. . ¥. Wad oss atk . 
reral eis Oo’ be wat by the pair Oye Negra ........-- Robbins 


for the kiddie market. Tea for TWO. .+eceeeee-- Harms 


As A&R Head Of 


Fluid condition of Capitol Rec- | 


album of the Offenbach opera cut by Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna Pro- | 


« D4 


Hiked Prices, Revenue Lag Via TV, 
10c-a-Play Set for Juke Ops’ Agenda 





Ruth Lowe’s Comeback, 
This Time as Cafe Pro 


Toronto, March 13. 
Songwriter Ruth Lowe 





| when she married and settled here, 


field. She has acquired an interest 


in the Club Norman here, renamed | 


it the Club One-Two, set to preem 
March 26 with the Irving Fields 
Trio. 


managed by Nat Sandler, her hus- 
band. 


Juke Operators 
Seek to Modify 
1909 Rights Law 


Chicago, March 13. 

’ Music Operators of America next 
week is expected to frame retalia- 
tory measures against legislation 
which would sweep the 1909 copy- 
right law into drastic modification 
and guarantee licensing fees to 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for each 
disk spun on coinboxes. 


Hassle between MOA and 
ASCAP just recently surged into 





bill. 
licensing groups a cut of the huge 
jukebox melon, had conked out in 
the 80th Congress in 1947. 

Rep. Scott’s reintroduction of the 
bill will draw a record turnout of 
coinbox men to the MOA convensh 
at the Palmer House next Monday 
(19), according to convention chair- 
man Raymond Cunliffe. Organiza- 


Scott’s initial proposal—as a means 
toward uniting jukebox ops to fight 


which launched it. Presently, the 
Scott bill 
House Judiciary Committee. 


stand, so far, has been on the 
grounds than when the copyright 
|laws were first passed it hadn't 
the power to wage any sort of 
struggle against the far more pow- 
| erful record industry. Provided 
‘the bill passes the current Con- 
| gress, no system of licensing has as 
| yet been worked out to tax indi- 


| vidual playing of records. 





10c for each selection. In many 
key cities the nickel slots have al- 
ready been disengaged in favor of 
| two plays for a dime. 








Geo. Joy to Coast 


For H’wood Reopenin 


George Joy, Santly-Joy Music 
‘topper, heads for the Coast April 1 
to reopen a Hollywood office. Firm 
‘shut down its Coast headquarters 
‘in January in a reorganization fol- 
lowing retirement of Joy’s partner, 
Lester Santly. While on the Coast, 
Joy will take on a plugging staff 
for the’ new office. Move is seen 


contactmen who have been worried 
over the possibility of other New 
| York pubs shutting down or cutting 
back their Coag}perations. 

Joy’s shuttering of the Holly- 
wood office in January, however, 
was a temporary expedient cued by 
the lack of headquarters. Former 
offices were housed in a building 
which has been taken over by NBC 
television. Meantime, the new 
building for publishers, whicheBen 
|Selvin was planning to construct, 
s. been held. yp. by. materials 
shortages and Government restric- 
tions. 








ad | 
Never Smile Again’), who retired | 


is doing a comeback in another | 


Miss Lowe’s partner in the cafe | 
is Lou Chesler, who operates other | 
niteries in this city, and will be. 


interest, after Representative Hugh | 
Scott, Jr., of California took an- | 
other crack at passage of his Scott | 
Proposal, which would give . 


tion was originally founded after | 


the 1947 bill. Ironically, three years | 
after its founding, MOA will be. 
faced with the identical dispute | 
is resting before the. 


ASCAP, meanwhile, is not overt- | 
ly hustling passage of the bill. Its” 


Highlighted on the convention | 
agenda will also be the MOA at-' 
tempt to clean out the nickel slot | 
on jukeboxes and eventually charge | 


easing the fears of the Hollywood . 


+ Chicago, March 13. 


Music Operators of America will 
be faced with three major prob- 
lems next week as members check 


‘in for their third national conven- 


| tion March 19 at the Palmer House. 
| Aside from the reintroduction of 
the Scott Bill, which is MOA’s big- 
gest headache, it must also thresh 
'out upcoming policy for next year 
on such issues as means of meeting 
| hiked record prices, of tackling the 
| revenue decline brought on by sa- 
loon television, and methods by 
which it could most expediently put 
its long-time dream of the dime-a- 
play into effect. 

Major record companies will par- 
ticipate in the exhibits, among 
them Capitol, Coral, Columbia, 
| Decca, M-G-M, and Victor. The 
| pitch is expected this year to be 
| toward folk tunes, which have been 
|giving the ops the bulk of their 
revenue over the past year, and 
which has subsequently stepped up 
the back-to-the-hills artist and rep- 
ertory sections of most waxeries. 

Straight dime-a-play, long a jok- 
ing matter with ops—at least since 
it has had so much discussion and 
so little aetion—will be more se- 
'riously reckoned with at the meet. 
| Most operators are currently pro- 
, Claiming the heed for the 10c selec- 
| tion to offset the nosediving profits 
‘brought on by barroom video and 
increased record costs. 








Raine, Armen 


Exit London 


| Spotlighting the shift in London 
Records’ accent from American 
names back to British artists, sev- 
eral U. S. vocalists are currently 
seeking out from their pacts with 
the disk firm. New policy of Lon- 
don, a subsid o° British Decca, was 
| foreshadowed a couple of weeks 

ago with the exit of Joe Delaney 

as pop artists and repertory chief 
{following a policy disagreement 
with British Decca chief E. R. 
| Lewis, who wanted London to em- 
|phasize distribution of British- 
' made platters. 


Both Lorry Raine and Kay Arm- 
/en have already secured releases 
,from their London pacts, with 
others expected to follow shortly. 
Miss Raine, who was signed by De- 
_laney a short time before his resig- 
_nation, had several sides released 
previously through London, which 
' bought her indie-produced masters. 
No other disk tieup has been set 
for the thrush as yet. 


| Miss Armen, meantime, is vir- 
| tually set to join the Decca artists 
| roster after talks with several other 
| companies. 


'NBC’S ATOM BOMB 
SHOW ON RCA WAX 


In an unique venture of pack- 
aging a public-service radio show 
‘for commercial distribution on 
disks, RCA Victor is releasing next 
week a waxed version of “The 
Quick and the Dead,” NBC’s atom 
bomb documentary of last year. 
| Disk set, which is being issued in 
'three speeds, was taken from a 
|tape of the 90-minute condensa- 
tion of the original documentary, 
‘which ran four weeks in 30-minute 





_ Stanzas. 
| Documentary was a Q. and A. 


between Bob Hope and_ the 
N. Y. Times’ Pulitzer prizewinner 
science reporter, William L. Laur- 
ence, with addenda by Helen 
Hayes, ‘Albert Einstein and several 
other scientists and military men 
involved in the A-bomb project. 


Dick Linke Returns’. 
To Cap’s Bally Dept. 


Dick Linke returns to Capitol 
Records early next month as east- 





‘ern director of the company’s pub- 
\licity and promotion department. 
| Linke was with Cupitol in a similar 
capacity two years ago before join- 
_ing Sammy Kaye’s organization as 
‘advance man for the band. Disk- 


ery, which headquarters in Holly- 
wood, is planning to strengthen its 
promotion activities in the New 


“York afea. | 


‘"Linké ‘is selling his indie flack 
‘firm to his assista.t, Don Ovens. 
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FIRST 
“I Coast to Coast 
-| | Report on Sales 
| of 
RCA VICTOR'S 
|| fabulous 


PUTS THESE 
NINE RECORDS 
IN 


-e3@esoe7 -—7s eo 


PERRY COMO’S Best Selling Billy Rose Song 


WITHOUT A SONG - 
















(20/47—4033) 


MAKIN’ WHOOPEE 








(20/47—4045) 


PAGAN LOVE SONG 








(20/47—4048) 








(20/47—4039) 


MY MAMMY 


(20/47—4036) 








STORMY WEATHER 








(20/47—4027) 








(20/47—4051) 


MY 





€ DON'T BLAME ME 





(20/47—4030) 
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, — Backed by— 
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(20/47—4042) 
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A few weeks ago RCA Victor announced fifty four all time Tin Pan Alley greats in the biggest 
myle records in its fifty three year history. A giant nine-artist re- 
he six outstanding songs of nine great pop composers. The 
coin operators and record dealers all over 


represented in this unprecedented Sing- 
based on initial nation-wide reports 





release of newly recorded si 
lease in which each artist recorded th 
acceptance of these fifty four songs by disc jockeys, 
the country is a tribute to the composers and the artists 
ers’ Series. The top records from each artist's six sides, 


are shown here. 


_—sse* ower - 





Backed by—More Than You Know 


DINAH SHORE’S Leader is this Gus Kahn Song | 


Backed by—I’m Through With Love 


TONY MARTIN’S Best of Six Arthur Freed Tunes 


Backed by—Singin’ in the Rain 


BUTTON UP YOUR OVERCOAT 


Backed by—Together 


EDDIE FISHER’S Top Walter Donaldson Tune 


Backed by—My Blue Heaven 


FRAN WARREN’S smash Written by Harold Arlen 


Backed by—Over the Rainbow 


DENNIS DAY’S Best Seller of His Six Romberg Tunes 


WHEN | GROW 100 OLD T0 DREAM 


Backed by—Lover Come Back to Me 


LISA KIRK’S Big Hit of Her Jimmy McHugh Songs 


Backed by—I Feel a Song Comin’ On 


DON CORNELL'S Leader from Six Sammy Fain Songs 


my LET A SMILE BE YOUR UMBRELLA 


Wedding Bells Are Breaking Up That Old Gang of Mine 


Perry Como’s WITHOUT A SONG 


VICTOR Records 
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Another Smash Hit from the 


Great *“‘Dearie”’ Team ! 


ETHEL MERMAN 
RAY BOLGER 


with Orchestra Directed by Sy Oliver 





sing 


ONCE UPON 


A NICKEL 
and OLDIES 


Decca 27506 (78 rpm) and 9-27506 (45 rpm) 








The New Novelty Sensation by the Star of 
TV, Stage and Screen! 


PETER LIND HAYES 


with Quartet and Orchestra Directed by Jimmy Carroll 


sings 


LET ME IN 


I'M ON MY WAY HOME 


Decca 27495 (78 rpm) and 9-27495 (45 rpm) 














THE SENSATIONAL VIOLIN 
VIRTUOSO PLAYS HIS TV DEMAND HIT! 


FLORIAN 
ZABACH 


Violin Solo with Orchestra Directed 
by Al Rickey . 


THE HOT CANARY 


and JALOUSIE 


Decca 27509 (78 rpm) and 9-27509 (45 rpm) 








Single Records 85c each (plus tax) 


@ \WAmerica’s :Fast 
DECOY, merica’s Fastest 


= Selling =Records! 
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Surv.y vy retail disk best 5 1+ g 0 2 t 
sellers, based on reports ob- o a 8 5 gills B C 3 
tained from leading stores in 8/3 z|° * = E- a 2 are 5 T 
12 cities and showing com- n a Figidolja 5 2 $18is|&lo 
parative sales rating for this S a ° 3 4 £;f Sia lw 5 T 
and last week. o/|§/o = a siZ@lsio SilelaA 
s/e/O)/si|sic i E a|a|s i L 
2 Als R | 2 3 
National Week Ending J 1 : a < z 3 |S : : I | 4 
r) be i ry 
Rating a ba | | 5 ies 
March 10 Slslelilalgi£la/f/2/2/$| 2 
Oo i] ing omg et 
This Last Fiz 8 STel al gsiz 3 E 2 as | T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zZ\10 malicoiMinialsalzinial §S 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
1 1 “Be My Love”—10-1567A........ S 2 &£ T&F Ba 2S 2 FF SSCS 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
2 O° EE gg ocx nc necccccccene ss €£€ @ & @€ 4s 3 4 3 1 94 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
3 4 “Tennessee Waltz” —5534 Bepet ie tin a D «xs Ss §$ 2 4 $$ & 30 2 8 fF 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
4 3 “My Heart Cries for You”—39067. 4 4 6 3 1 10 7 4 2 #58 
P. COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) 
5 5 “You’re Just in Love” —20-3945A . 8 10 3 43 5 5 9 4 5 54 
REYNOLDS-CARPENTER (MGM) 
6 6 “Aba Daba Honeymoon”—3282. . 85 5 9 10 9 7 2 6 5 7 8 48 
T. MARTIN-D. SHORE (Victor) 
7 #12 “Penny a Kiss”—20-4019........ re x = = aa 6 30 
GUY MITCHELL (Columbia) 
8 15 “Sparrow in the Tree Top”—39190 i a ae Z 26 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
9A 7 “Would I Love You”—5571 Re ee SG. 2 F 5 23 
LES PAUL (Capitol) 
9B 9 “Mockin’ Bird Hill”—1373....... Te a a Te 8 1 2 23 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
10 «61006 SE Tawa Puddy Tat”—1360 Be cent rer 8 2 5 18 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) 
11 13 “Beautiful Brown Eyes”—39212. y Sees eee Tae 4 17 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
12A 8 “Roving Kind”—39067........... ae ey ae A oe eT a: ee 13 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
12B .. “Mockin’ Bird Hill”—5595....... To 3 13 
¢ WEAVERS-G. JENKINS (Decca) 
13 11 “So Long”—27376............... 8 7 9 9 
GUY MITCHELL (Columbia) 
14A “Christopher Columbus”—39190. ea ee 3 8 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
14B “Sparrow in the Tree Top”—10924 3 8 
DINAH SHORE (Victor) 
15A “Love Some Gal”—20-4060A re ss ie 6 5 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
15B 16 “Let Me In”—10923............. 6 5 
WEAVERS (Decca) 
16A “Roving _Kind”—27332........... a + 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
16B 18 “I Apologize”—10903A........... af 9 4 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Retords Points Label Records Points 
Victor “see ee@eeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 5 278 M-G-M eseeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree 65 
Columbia eeeeeoeveeeveee ee eeeeeee 5 122 Capitol coeeeedeseereeeeeesesess 2 41 
PNG? 5k 66.0 0CE aR O CREED aiy: 8 107 | Decca ..... da WAT EMRE ESOS OO aE: 2 13 
1 | 2 | 3 4 5 
“ST ‘GUYS AND DOLLS SOUTH PACIFIC VOICE OF XTABAY CALL ME MADAM 
F IV E T O P | Broadway Cast | Broadway Cast Yma Sumac Ethel Merman 
Broadway Cast Decca ' Decca 
ALBUMS | Columbia DA-825 leaning papitet DA-818 
MM-980 9-203 MM850 CD-244 9-166 * 
, ML-54390 DLP-8036 ML4180 : CC244 DLP-8035 














1'cis Scott was named director of 








Livingston 


Continued from page 37 


had been assistant to Livingston in 
the album division for the last two 





came a dominant part of the com- | 
pany’s revenues. Livingston also | 
worked on pop albums formerly, ' 
with his best-selling production be- | 
ing Yma Sumac’s “Songs of the 
Xtabay.” 

In another personnel shift, Fran- 











Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Be My Love” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most — Disk 


Best on en 3 Machines 


Best British Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 


ANAL 
Z00M_ ZOOM 


recorded by 

THE ANDREWS SISTERS ..Decca 
xm PERCY FAITH .......... Columbia 
Bes DAVID ROSE ............... M-G-M 
Rae PERRY COMO ........RCA Victor 
: others to follow 


~ ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 

















years. 


Capitol has also reorganized its 
two publishing firms, Ardmore’ Mu- 
sic and Beechwood Music, with 
Mike Gould appointed manager of 
both companies. Gould's appoint- 
ment follows the recent exit of 
Mickey Goldsen from Cap’s pub 
enterprises, with Goldsen buying 
out control in the Capitol and Cri- 
terion firms. Gould was formerly 
Coast rep for Bourne Music. 





| 


New Orleans — Phil Gordon, 


album repertory for Capitol. Scott | pianist-singer, is the latest addition 


to the WDSU — WDSU-TV talent 
staff. He’s heard daily on the last 


portion of WDSU’s “Crescent City 
Matinee” and on the afternoon tele 


show, “Big Six On Channel 6.” 
—_—_—_—_—_—_ 














PROGRAM 


JUMP FOR JOY 


Great Jump Standard 
Paul Francis Webster 
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another BML Pin-up wit! 


F IT HADN’T BEEN 
Tee” BOR YOU 


Published by Johnstone-Montei 
EDDIE PsHER =~ HUGO WINTERHALTER 
LEE ena peer HTT WESTON 
HENRY AEROME — Lon. 979 
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Dorothy SHAY 


(The Fark Avenue Hillbiliie) 






Opening Abpril 19th 


PALMER HOUSE 
CHICAGO 


Opening June 26th 


SCHROEDER HOTEL 
MILWAUKEE 








ba i ne 








Press Relations: GEORGE EVANS ASSOCIATES, Hew York, Hollywood 
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Opening March (Sth 


PERSIAN ROOM 


HOTEL PLAZA, NEW. YORK 
* 


Opening Sept. (1th 





Opening Yune Sth 
. CHASE HOTEL 
ST. LOUIS 


Opening July 26 
RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
RENO 


MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 


SAN FRANCISCO 


* 
Soon toe be released 


THE UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 


Ral Me 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


and introducing 


THE PARK AVENUE HILLBILLIE 


DOROTHY SHAY 


we 











42 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 14, 195] 





Tin Pan Alley a Political Hotbed 
In ASCAP Election Maneuvers 


Effort of the lower-ranking cleff- , 


ers in the American Society of 


Composers, Authors and Publish- | 
ers to push a couple of their stand- | 


ard-bearers onto the ASCAP board 
in the current elections was inten- 
sified this week alongside with at- 
tempts by some of the major pub- 


lishers to change the composition | 


of the pub members on the board. 

Pinky Herman, who has been 
crusading for ASCAP’s “reform” 
for the past decade, has added a 
new headache to the administra- 
tion. Through intensive propagan- 
dizing in the Brill building, hang- 
out of New York’s music fraternity, 
Herman has persuaded a number of 


writers to vote for the opposition’s | 
Ned Washington and | 


candidates, 
Jonnny Redmond. Since, however, 
several of these writers already 
mailed their ballots in, Herman de- 
manded that ASCAP issue new bal- 
lots for cleffers who changed their 
mind. 

ASCAP execs have shown reluc- 
tance to issue new ballots and it’s 
considered unlikely that more than 


a few cleffers, after going through | 
lots of red tape; will be able to. 
The weighted | 


revise their votes. 
ASCAP vote, under which about 40 
top-bracket writers have enough 


balloting strength to decide the | 


election, is the paramount factor in 
the current elections favoring the | 
administration. It’s understood | 
that the dominant majority of the 


top cleffers favor maintenance of 
the status quo in the board setup. 
Several pubs, meantime, have ex: 
pressed concern over the increased 
weight being given the pubs affil 
iated with the Hollywood studios. 
After the recent Government inter- 
vention into ASCAP via the anti- 
trust decree, there is cOncern over 
|possible charges that the Holly- 
wood studios have too big a voice 
in the Society’s operation. Feeling 
was intenstified recently with the 
naming of Bernie Goodwin, Para- 
|'mount Music vice-prexy, to the 
board, replacing Lester Santly, who 
resigned. Support among several 
of the major pubberies is now be- 
ing mustered for George Joy and 
Tommy Valando as possible board 
members, both repping indie firms. 





‘Bloom-Schwartz Split 
| Into 2 Separate Firms 


| Abe Schwartz, partner in Ben 
Bloom Music, has exited the com- 
pany to set up his son, Gene 
| Schwartz, in his own publishing en- 
terprise. 

Schwartz and Bloom split up the 
copyrights 50-50 in the partnership 
| dissolution with Bloom retaining 
ithe firm’s more recent tunes, in- 


|cluding the firm’s current plug | 
song, “With These Hands.” He is 
now sole owner of his pubbery. 











Two famous 
entertainers 
raise the 


Wurlitzer 








Dick Leibert 


famous organist of Radio City Music Hall 


“The first organ I’ve ever 
‘played that permits so many 
of the ‘champagne’ effects I 
like to put into music,” said 
Lawrence Welk... ‘a splendid 
instrument for the professional, 
an ideal choice for places of 
public entertainment.” 
And Dick Leibert says, “A 
really wonderful instrument... 
It is remarkably fast and lively 





The 


I 
Wu RLIIZE R yi aaa Tonawanda, N. Y. 


World's Largest Builder of Organs and Pianos Please send me free illustrated and descrip- 


aa an eae ema ae ena enenenenanenes 


Organ 


" Lawrence Welk 


the “Champagne Maestro” 
—popular radio and recording artist 


in action, and the range of . 


tonal colors is superb.” | 
Two full 61-note keyboards, 


25-note pedal clavier, more 
than 1000 different tonal col- 
ors. And it’s the lowest-priced 
standard two-manual organ 
you can buy. 

The Model 30, illustrated, is 
only one of several models in 
the Wurlitzer line. Write for 
illustrated booklet. 


Rudolph Wurlitzer Company 











Under One Name ! tive booklet on the Wurlitzer Organ. 
e ! Name. 
For complete information, 1 Street 
mail the coupon, | 
| City Zone___State__* 
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VARIETY 
Survey of retail sheet music < 2 ; P 
sales, based on reports obtained = & FE § Oo 

from leading stores in 12 cities 5) “ S| 2 2 |. | 

and showing comparative sales | O | 3 A as a ui 5.T 
, ‘ ree rae : F 7siwntieai* 

rating for this and last week. be . | 9 $s viel’ B| 2 0 
S Rig 2 Belg e/ei ele) a 
, faye si 8/2 62 eels sit 
National Week Ending = | 8 ei2igs | é = = B)4/8/8)| pe 
Ratin #7~) Seimei! SOliBialg|/si2io0/} o 
° March 10 (2g)? cif 2/8 Flei#if git 
; , Si“ is iS Ei sisiai\/ae2lel|3in 
oe welei8isisa sie (3/8 18 8) 8) 7 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher IztoinialialialiaiSiviegliS!iais 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff- R). 1 4 i%1 4 3 1! 2 1 2 2 #1 4 «106 
2 3 “ (Ghapiro-D)................ weepet. £ i -G ££ SS 6 te 
3 3. “My Heart Cries for You” (Massey) . © @ § © @ f§ _ @ 4... 2 
4 8 “Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern).. 2 3 2 8 7 .. .. 10... 1 2 1 6 
5 4 “Be My Love” (Miller).......... 8 769 5 3 63 5... 5 9 55 
“6 6 “Aba Daba Honeymoon” (Feist).. 7 5 5 6 .. 9 5 9 .. 7 7 7 43 
7 5 “You're Just in Love” (Berlin). __ 9 - 3. 6 5 7 6 3 air 38 
8 7 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)...... 6 2 8 4 ; iS a ae 
‘9 9 “Penny a Kiss” (Shapiro-B)...... ae. a ee _—-. +. + - 
10. 10 “Peter Cottontail” (Hill-R)....... are a... << - 
: “May Lord Bless } You” (Pickwick). 10 ...... 7 . 8 8 9 10 14 
12. .. “Would I Love You” (Disney).... .. .. 7 a 6 13 
13 14 4 “Roving Kind” (Hollis). . 10 4 8 
14.14 “4 “Bring Back t) the 1 Thrill” (May Pole) . Me ays 4 7 
15 i “Zing Zing Zoom Zoom” (Robbins) .. 8 9 .. 10 6 























Pons, Kostelanetz Set 
For Scandinavian Dates 


Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
have been booked for a series of 
concerts in the Scandinavian coun- 
tries this June. It’s the first time 


Victor, Col 


Continued from page 37 jae 





set of the Pablo Casals’ Prade Fes- 
tival, which sold out two limited 
editions of 2,000 sets and is now 
selling strongly on a single basis. 

Although Decca has lost its pace- 
maker role in the bestseller lists, | 


territory. 


a aaa as rong gen will be joint ones with the local 
indicated in the 20c. annual hike |... ohonies while Kostelanetz will 


in its dividends, which was de- | appear alone in the Stockholm can- 
clared last week. At the same time cert. 


extent of company’s melon boost | 


__. > 


the pair will have appeared in this 


Concerts in Oslo and* Copenha- | 








HIGH ON ALL SURVEYS 


THE 
ROVING 
KIND 


HOLLIS MUSIC, INC. 
129 W. 52d St.. New York 




















apparently disappointed some trad- |} 
ers, since its stock dropped slightly 
when the hike was~ announced, | 
Diskery, meantime, came up with | 
a fast-selling item in the “Synco- | 
pated Clock,” a number that ig) 


originally part of composer-con- 
ductor Leroy Anderson’s recent al- 
bum of instrumentals but which 
stepped out as a single. 

Among the other diskeries, Mer- 
cury is still leading on the strength 
of Patti Page’s “Tennessee Waltz,” 
which is now slowly fading, and 
her recent slice of “Mockin’ Bird 
Hill.” Several Vic Damone sides, 
with “Tell Me You Love Me” lead- 
ing, are also ringing the firm’s 
cash registers. M-G-M is also spurt- 
ing with its cut of “Aba Daba 
Honeymoon,” by Reynolds and Car- 
penter, and several film soundtrack 
albums. Capitol, meantime, is cook- 
ing with Mel Blanc’s “I Taut I Saw 
a Puddy Tat” and a couple of other 
novelties. 














LEROY ANDERSON 
and MITCHELL PARISH'S 
THE 
SYNCOPATED 
CLOCK 


1951's Top Noisemaker! 


HULLABALOO 
100% Recorded 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway e New York 19 
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BEAUTIFUL = 
BROWN EYES 


CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


1576 Broadway, New York 
CO 5-7880 


“SOMEBODY .STOLE 


MGM 10915 78 RPM 
K 10915 45 RPM 













9109 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
CR 1-5254 
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LIPS” 
“NUTHIN’ 
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AGVA Seeks to Curb Import 
Of Low Priced Foreign Talent 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists will protest the unlimited 
importation of foreign acts into the 
U. Ss. Henry Katz, union’s resi- 
dent attorney, and Vie Connors, 
N. Y. head of the outdoor division, 
are slated to appear tomorrow 
(Thurs.) before the Senate subcom- 
mittee hearing evidence on the re- 
vision of the McCarran immigra- 
tion bill, to voice union’s stand 
on the matter. 


They'll ask a limitation on im- | 


portation of foreign acts unless pos- 
sessed with unique talent that can- 
not be duplicated here. Conditions 
in the outdoor field, they’ll testify, 
are such that many turns are im- 
ported to work for lower rates than 


stay in this country because of 
promises of future work, which fre- 
quently never materialized. 


They seek an arrangement simi- 
lar to that covering musicians. Im- 
migration law states that a musi- 
cian, in order to get a visa for this 


Union’s representation before 
the Senate subcommittee was ar- 
‘ranged by Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powell, representative from 
New York’s Harlem district, and 





husband of pianist-singer Hazel 
| Scott. 





scale prevailing for U. S. acts, and | CIRO’S, PHILLY, BOOKS 


therefore depriving union members 
of employment. 

Duo will cite cases in which for- 
eign acts, imported for specific 
dates, have been encouraged to 


-— 


N.O. Beverly Folds 


Beverly Country Club, New Or- 
leans, closed Wednesday (7) until 


TV UNIT AS FLOORSHOW 


Philadelphia, March 13. 
The first television show to go 
out as a nitery unit will be WPTZ’s 
“Whirligig Show,” daily variety 


| program, which opens at Ciro’s for 
ithe week of March 26. 





Denise Darcel Winds Fla. | 


Date, Option Not Lifted 

_ Miami Beach, March 13. 
Denise Darcel closed Sunday 
11) at Ciro’s, Miami Beach, follow- 
ing a two-week run. Option for 
additional time wasn’t picked up 

by Nat Harris, spot’s operator. 
Business had been generally 


Spotty, except for the dinner 
shows. 





country, must be of unique musical | Bringing Borscht 





To N. Y. Houses 


The borscht circuit will get a 
metropolitan setting in the forth- 


cuit, which they plan to open in 
houses leased from the Brandt 
chain. Since the success of 
“Borscht-Capades” in major cities, 
resort-style entertainment has 
become popular again, although 
for many years, the bookers of the 
|resort hotels had been attempting 
ae down the borscht circuit 
abel. 





Beckman & Pransky will start 


USO-Camp Shows Readying 2 Units 


For Tours in Korean War Zone 





Sablon’s Cuban Tripling 


When Jean Sablon opens at the 
| Sans Souci nitery in Havana April 
5 for two weeks, he will be tripling 
with the Warner Bros. cinema 
there and on CMQ. He is tran- 
scribing a flock of shows in Eng- 
lish, French and Spanish for the 
new market. His sponsors, on an 
| open-end basis, are locally spotted, 
| according to the locu. products. 


Sablon closes tonight (Wed.) at 





| 
| 


N. Y., succeeded b, Dorothy Shay. 





MILLS BROS. IN MIDDLE 
OF CAN. BOOKING TI 


Edmonton, Alta, March 13. 
. It was a cold reception in more 
ways than one for the Mills Bros. 
when the vocal group arrived here 





next autumn, when it plans to | “George Skinner and His Whirligig | Others are slated for May 1 open-| were met by Thomas Squires, bail- 
reopen with a name policy. Spot’s | Show.” No telecasts will be made | ings. Theatres now under con-/ iff for the Edmonton judicial dis- 


revenue declined 


considerably | from Ciro’s, although the program | Sideration are the Windsor, Bronx; 


when county officials closed its| will be aired daily from the stu-|the Flatbush, Brooklyn or a near- 


casino several weeks ago. 


Cafe continued without the back- | 


dios 2:30 p.m. to 3. 
The nitery expects to draw many 


room adjunct, but it didn’t pay off. | customers, otherwise uninterested 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 
ccason’s FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
e Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each e 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
e 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $10 @ 
e MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand. 
NO C.0.D.’$ 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 











,in cafe fare, and will sample the 
,audiences nightly during the 
| “Whirligig” run. If stunt brings in 


| by house, and the Beacon in upper 
| Manhattan. 

| B&P declare that they would 
| prefer to get a house other than 
| the Flatbush because that theatre 
| uses live shows. They would prefer 
|not to disturb a situation that al- 


new business, spot will book sev- 
’ P ready uses performers. That house 
| eral other TV programs as units. land the Windsor, Bronx, are im- 


| Numerous TV entertainers have | portant stands in the subway cir- 
'made club appearances as singles, | cuit. The Windsor is currently 
| but the WPTZ show is believed to | shuttered. 
be the first to move its entire cast It’s planned to run the shows 
_and format to a cafe floor. Skinner 'in each situation as long as possi- 
|anticipates no basic changes with ble. With the Gotham’s seating 
the program’s shift to live enter-| capacity of less than 1,000, it will 
— Ps mao 4 pe be | be possible to get a compartively 
dine Sub Couctislgh oul sugevs | houses i's. believe con mands 

uses, it’s believed can stand a 
Peter Hanley and Bettie Clooney. | full week of flesh shows. They plan 
On its daily telecasts the WPTZ | to shuttle the units to other tities 
| show uses dancers and other artists | where they will lease houses from 
(on a guest basis. | Brandt. 


_— 


| trict. 


| Squires served them with a 
$12,000 damage claim for alleged 
' breach of.contract, filed by William 
| Walker and Ernest E. Whiteley, 
| who are suing the Mills Bros. and 
'two Vancouver, B.C., booking 
| agents, Sandy De Santis and Jo- 
|seph Smith. 

| Walker and Whitely claim they 
'contracted with the Vancouver 
| agency to sponsor the Millses in 
| Edmonton, Saskatoon, Sask., and 
| Winnipeg, Man. After the contract 
| was drawn up, De Santis and Smith 
privately arranged to let the Troca- 


|dero Ballroom, in Edmonton, spon- | 
sor the show, Walker and Whitely | 


claim. 


| Meanwhile, lawyers for the two 
{Edmonton men have obtained a 


| court judgment turning over all re- | 


|ceipts from the show here to the 
‘clerk of the supreme court. 


+ USO-Camp Shows will start cast- 


ing two units to entertain in Korea 
and the Pacific area within a few 
days. It hopes to assemble name 
talent in both to entertain in the 
war areas. 


The units were authorized by the 
USO board of directors at a meet- 
ing last week. The format is still 
to be decided upon, but it’s prob- 
able that a vaude-revue format will 
| be used. 
| James Sauter, Camp Shows presi- 
ident, and Lawrence Phillips, CS 
,executive vice-president, returned 





coming Beckman & Pransky cir-| the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, | last week from the Coast, where 


| they. conferred with Abe Lastfogel, 
|CS board chairman, and the Holly- 
: wood Coordinating Committee. Sau- 
| ter and Phillips reported on their 
irecent conference with Defense 
| Dept. officials, who apparently felt 
ithe need of behind-the-lines enter- 
|tainment for the fighting men. 
The two units will be the start of 
a full-fledged program of troop en- 
|tertainment. Each will tour for 


the circuit with four units. First | by air last week. As they stepped | about two months before returning 
| show will open at the Gotham the- | off a Trans-Canada Airlines plane | to the U. S. 
| The club will publicize it as atre, N. Y., the first week in April.| to blustery 30-below weather, they | 


Organization’s execs are consid- 
|ering shows to comprise four to 12 
people. Possibilities of both small 
‘and large units are now being 
| studied. 








| Arthur Blake has been signed 
|for a date at Churchill’s, London, 
| Starting June 4. 














PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


CURRENTLY 


BOULEVARD 
Queens, L. |., N. Y. 
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STRAND, New York 





With sincere thanks and deep appreciation 
to Miss Josephine Baker, Jo Bouillon, Ned 
Schuyler, Harry Anger, Harry Mayer and 
Zeb Epstin for this wonderful engagement. 
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Proser Cafe Theatre’s Streamlined 
Musical May Set New Nitery Vogue’: nsie"»tmenccsintn's 


| minutes are cut out of the hour | ¢5 


It’s been more than a decade 


Sark. The sippers will leave their | gisplay will have a sharper focus 


since Monte Proser opened his) 


first Broadway cafe, the Beach- 
comber. Since then, he preemed 


the Copacabana, still on a success- | 


ful career, and has produced sev- 
eral legit shows, most notable of 
which was “High Button Shoes.” 


In his new venture, the Cafe) 


Theatre located on the site of the 
defunct Paradise, Hurricane, Zan- 


zibar, etc., he combines the experi- | 


ence gleaned in both fields. It’s a 
tab legit, presented twice nightly, 
with a name coming on after the 
midnight show to retain the late 
drinking crowd. 

At the Monday (12) preem, the 
idea looked feasible despite the 
fact that Josephine Baker, the post- 


‘ Adolph Green-Morton Gould col- 


midnight attraction, couldn’t ap-' 


pear for the opening because of 
laryngitis, contracted during her 
successiul run at the Strand. She 
was forced out of both spots and 


was expected to appear at the cafe | 


last night ‘Tues.’ since she was 
back at the eariy shows at the 
Strand on Tuesday. The “Billion 
Dollar Baby” cast, headed by 
Jackie Gleason, Carol Bruce and 
Sheila Bond, indicates that con- 
tinuity can compete with Cutty 














| 
| 
{ 
| 


| 


Robert 
Mackintosh’s costumes similarly 
capture the flavor of that era. The 
garb is zany and colorful and ex- 
pressive. 

The show will play better with a 


excitement of the ‘20s. 


and 25 minute running time. The 


potables for indefinite 
when there’s sufficient interest on | showings will fully meet nitery re- 
stage. - ‘quirements. William Hammer- 

Proser is, of course, pioneering | stein’s staging is good. He directed 
a new field. It's another develop-| this display with an economy of 


ment in an area of boniface ex-| movement and with an eye to the 


periods | and it's probable that subsequent | season (with mid-March hotel rate | this time, vice Fosse & Niles 


—E 


Copa City, Miami — Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
Miami Beach, March 11. (FOLLOWUP) 

Danny Thomas, John Carroll,| Larry Storch is the new entry 
Ted & Phyllis Rodriguez, Manuel|in the Cotillion Room’s uneven 
& Marita Viera & Co., Arden-| booking schedule, of late, which 
Fletcher Line, David Tyler Orch,|has had new dance teams over. 
Don Ostro Orch; minimum $3.50-| lapping as the topliners inter. 

4 change. The mimic has now suc- 
. ceeded Annamary Dickey, and 
Towards the end of the winter’! Mario & Floria are the holdovers 








drop expected to bring tourists The terpers are doing thei 
back quickly) this top Beach spot! standard potpourri of 2 Pned 
is presenting what adds “e the | ogy in svelte manner. Newer still 
best show in overall values it has! is Storeh’s excellent material which 
showcased this season. |he can take, in the main, into TV 





perimentation for ideas to sub-' requirements of this room. 


stitute for the top, layer of BoxOl-” "Others in the cast do excellently. | 
further refinements, but there’s pn Mo A 4 a 
enough substance to indicate that | SE? Y ace } hed h y ted | 
the" idea can pay of fon cpl Forged gh bon ind 

“Billion Dollar Baby” isn’t the presses as a top dancer. "Jack | 


ideal vehicle to start off this ven- i , aal 

A eis a _| Cassidy, as the liquidated mob-| 
ture. The original Betty Comden | ster, comes uff well, as does Dick | 
Bernie who peddles torpedos in 


laboration wasn’t a hit when first tas + ; 
produced in 1945. The music isn’t | pce age 5 gg 
strong and the book has a central | of 1 ~ ms a aT Pte In | 
femme character that audiences |%, ‘°° a = Vo il ae fe | 
find it difficult to take a shine to. | 3)! Its ao OS ie een any 
The Hy Kraft condension elim- nitery. There's enough merit in| 
this format to warrant strong at-| 
tendance. 

Of course, making a show of this | 
type pay off in a 600-capacity es-| 
tablishment has its problems. | 





Monte Proser presentation of 
tab legit in one act (10 scenes) 
with music- by Morton Gould; 
book and lyrics by Betty Com- 
den and Adolph Green; adapta- 
tion, Hy Kraft; choreography, 
Joan Mann; sets, Peggy Clark; 
costumes, Robert Mackintosh. scales imposed by the joint Ameri- 
Stars Jackie Gleason, Carol jcan Guild _ Arti 
Bruce: features Sheila Bond, {Artist Equity Assn. jurisdiction. 
Bob Fosse, Jack Cassidy, Dick , d 
Bernie, Vargas Girls (7), spot, Equity seeking to correct a| 
dancers (14), singers (4); An- 
tonio Morelli, musical director; 
Nat Brandwynne and Frank 
Marti Orchestras; $3 and $4 
minimum. 


means each table must average at, 


when it surrendered control over | 
condensed legits playing presenta- 
tion theatres. The Equity scale 
makes the performers here the 
highest paid in any nightclub. Be- 
cause of this union’s regulations, 
Proser finds it cheaper to pay per- 








Break fs around $35,000, which | veying what amounts to a practical. |Adorables (10), Cee 


of Variety Artists-| the problems of a laughmaker who | months with so-so 


For, in addition to the highly; spots around the Gotham circuit 
literate comedy of Danny Thomas | since the easy 9:15 and 12:15 show 
and intro of supporting acts that | schedules here permit unstrenuous 
balance matters in big time fash-'| doubling with great facility, 
ion, co-owners Weinger & Schuyler; The blown-out TV tube, English 
have come up with an act that is boxing match, French entertainer 
causing as much talk and audience | stewed dame, etc. are part of a 
reaction as did. Josephine Baker | carefully prepared and studiously 
earlier in the year, in the person! effective repertoire. Stanley Mci- 
of filmster John Carroll (New! ba, impresario of talent at the 
Acts). The tall, personable and / pierre, continues as emcee with 
visually appealing Hollywoodite | his tiptop band, and the Chico- 


hits them with show-stop impact | Relli Latuners hold over. Abel 
via a resounding and finely trained . eens : 
Chez Paree, Chi 


—— 4 

nly as sound an solidly : 

equipped comedian such as Danny ‘ _ , Chicago, March 9. 

Thomas could follow, and the some-| _ Billy Daniels, with Bennie Payne, 

dies sevious Soran comes through |Corune jk Filo, Valdes, Larr 

all the way, to add to the wrap-up | , e cit 

qualities of the proceedings. Pur- | F7Tance, Stan Grover, oe 
} $0) 


ly new act, he keeps building from Orch (9), Pancho Band (5); mini- 


least $6 a head to produce a profit. | walk-on. There's his satire on the | um $3.50, cover $1. 
The major problem is the stiff | competish offered by the average | 





After going along past few 
attractions, 


hasn’t as yet had his nose glam-| Chez Paree has currently come up 


would-be comie in the audience; 


Each of these want control of this |orized; his “Take It Easy, Be|With a highly potent booking in 


Casual” special: and a classic take- | Billy Daniels. Show is further en- 


mistake which it feels it made | off on “South Pacific’ to bring | hanced by the topdrawer ballroom 


the encores and the requested | team of Corinne and Tito Valdez 
“Ode To A Wailing Syrian, for a|and an okay comic, Larry Nixon. 
begoff. He’s one of the more in. | Sota effect is socko entertain- 
telligent comedians around- and! ment, and it should chalk up big 
plays his aud tempo in build man- | coin. for this supper club. 

ner. | Singer Daniels has been leaving 


In supporting lineup, the Vieras @ trail of aficionados in his wake 


Original, but it still hasn’t elimin- 
ated the essential ailments. The 
‘show leaves room for Miss Bruce 
to do ‘“Ain’t Misbehavin’” (from 


inates many of the woes of the! 


' around $250, the $400 scale so that 
‘he will avoid understudies and the 
|six-day week. The chorus will get 
ia day off weekly. In addition 


“ 


JIMMIE HUSSON 


“MISTER EVERYBODY" 


JUST CONCLUDED: 
BABE’S SUPPER CLUB 


DES MOINES, IOWA 
(Thanks GENE LOFFLER, IRVING 
GROSSMAN) 


NOW: MARCH 13, 14, 15 
CLUB DATES, CHICAGO 


(Thanks ART GOLDSMITH, DORIS 
HURTIG) 


MARCH 16, 17, 18 
PRESS CLUB, ERIE, PA. 


(Thanks PHIL TYRRELL) 


AVAILABLE APRIL 12 











formers that would ordinarily earn| and their duo of monkeys add lately, and comes in here with his 


| something new in nitery acts. Their |Treputation preceding him. Un- 
handling of the simians who, by | doubtedly a large measure of his 
the way, mug in as well-timed a/| {Continued on page 47) 

manner as many a human counter- 














/another show) and Jackie Gleason | : <| part, brings plaudits. They have | es 
there are royalties and all the costs | stewing FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


reprises “Get Away from it All”*that generally accrue to a legit| 


‘which he did in “Along Fifth show where there isn’t the prob- | 


| become too dramatic for optimum | 


vitriol in her character. 


extremely colorful and capture the | 


Avenue.” The latter is one of the jem of paying off production ex- | 

comedy high spots of the show. | pnenses through the sale of food | 

Another top sequence comes with and drink. There are two bands—| 

a funeral — - zany oe | Nat Brandwynne and Frank Marti. 

of expressions of gangster grief | . af 

following liquidation of a mobster. Png Bo ae eee Pee | 
Gleason captures the essential | : 


; + face has a show which can play 
a's enuudie eee aap bom | most any large-seater in America. 
y | Those cafes, also have the problem | 


ever, the display needs further | oes ; ; | 
; ’ of finding suitable headliners, and 
comedy. Miss Bruce’s lines and | there are 40 weeks available | 


numbers, as Gleason’s love inter-| : 
‘ : \throughout the country, But again, | 
est, lose the comedic touch and | until a joint committee from the} 


; : | Associated Actors & Artistes of 
affect. Miss Bond gives the role | ‘america decide on the jurisdic- 


some comedy but there’s too much | tional question, Proser cannot start | 


rehearsing the roadshows. This) 
The dances by Joan Mann are | Girticulty forced him to delay the 
aker’s | 


; dance wares to this larger stage 


them strumming ukes, 

maracas and for the payoff a 
Solovox solo to batoning by the 
femme half, that sends them off 
to sock reaction. aoe 

Ted and Phyllis Rodriguez, long 

a fixture at the Casablanca Hotel’s 
Club Morocco, bring their smooth 


Presents 


and look as good here as in the 
plush hotel confines. Theirs is a 
fast moving stint, with the lifts 
and spins featuring the grace and 
sparkle of Miss Rodriguez adding 
u. to a top turn. 

Production now has:a new num- 
ber by Benny Davis on a “Bag- 
dad” idea which tees off proceed- 
ings colorfully and_ effectively. 
Their “break” routine later on is 
brisk and handsome and adds to 
show’s mounting pace. David 





Returning te 
London, May, 
1951—Opening 
Savoy Hotel 
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GARRY 
OMEN OUD 


NEW ROMANTIC SINGING STAR 

















Currently Featured In 
“BOWERY MUSIC HALL” 


PALACE, New York 
%& Featured Singer on WOR-TV—26 Weeks * 





2 | $e S00 so that Miss 

















OPENING MAY 3RD, 












$2,500 weekly salary had to start 
‘from March 8. She'll be at the 
‘cafe until March 23 when her 
'Strand engagement closes and she 
moves over to the Earle, Philadel- 
hia. 

yy Miss Baker is a sufficient en- 
ticement to entice the latecomers 
intg staying additionally. It was 
proven on Sunday (11) when the 
‘announcement at the Strand that 
|she wouldn’t be able to appear 
‘caused a near riot. House had to 
refund 1,600 admissions. Business 
‘dropped off terrifically on Mon- 
‘day when she was out the entire 
‘day. It’s estimated that she lost 
about $8,000 overages because of 
the laryngitis. Miss Baker’s break- 
ing point at the Strand was $55,000 
for the first week, $46,000 for the 
‘second and $35,000 for the third. 
That in addition to the_ basic 
' $7,500 guarantee. These figures 
|seem to indicate that she’s respon- 
‘sible for a lot of movement to 
‘Broadway, and it’s probable that 
_Proser will get the expensive car- 
‘riage trade he’s seeking during her 
run. 


At any rate, Proser has launched 

‘an idea that looks like a new trend 
‘in nitery operation. Should it 
catch on, as it deserves, it will re- 
lieve many bonifaces from. the 
‘major evil of headliner scarcity 
and it will be a generally boon to 
all clubs. Jose. 





!!!GREETINGS TO MY NEW REPRESENTATIVES ! !! 
JUST SIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES (G (B) FLA 


LEW AND LESLIE GRADE, LTD., Regent House, 235 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
EDDIE ELKORT, Vice-President, 250 West 57th Street, New York City 


OPENING---LONDON’S PALLADIUM---JULY 2nd 


AFTER CLOSING VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON, FIVE WEEKS, LUCKY LATIN QUARTER, NEW YORK 
CITY, THANKS TO LOU WALTERS. BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, CINCINNATI; RADISSON 
HOTEL, MINNEAPOLIS; EL RANCHO VEGAS, LAS VEGAS; RIVERSIDE, RENO. . 
CURRENTLY EIGHT WEEKS BILTMORE BOWL, LOS ANGELES: CLOSING APRIL 21; THANKS TQ JOE FABER 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS 





London. March 6. 
| Josh White, Felix King Band, 


THANKS TO MR. SEYMOUR WEISS 


American Representative 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





'Tyler’s unit is one of the better 
show-backing orchs around. Don’ 
Ostro and his Latinairers play for! 
the dance seshes and double in 
the Lounge after showtime. Lary. | 

| 








Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
' WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie 

















Colony & Astor, London 






, Santiago Lopez Rhumba _ Band; 
‘minimum $3.50. 











Since his arrival in London last 
year, Josh White enhanced his rep- 
utation with a successful vaude 
tour and with a series of TV and 
radio .dates. -On his West End 
debut he cashes in on the songs 
which have earned him popularity. ' 


Although his quiet, yestrainéd,j HOTEL HUNTINGTON 
manner is_ in striking contrast to 


the forceful Mae Barnes who pre- |]... aoe eee ee aeveneee 
ceded him, he’s a solid click. | ‘3 minutes from heart of Theatre dist.) 
: 6@ Rooms all with Private Bath 


_ Single Rooms from $3.00 daily, 
$17.50 weekly 
inquiries invited 



















When in Boston stop at 


Accompanying himself on the, 
guitar, White does eight numbers, | 
including “One Meat Ball,” and the | 
legendary “Samuel Hall.” In | 
slightly different vein are “Bon- | 
Bons, Chocolates and Chewing 
pos nl which comes off nicely as “ 
audience _ participationer, an ATTRACTIVE LADY SINGER 
“What’s Everybody Made Of?” |}, atehte per k £30 th 
Each number registers strongly. |] ¢ree passave, free bostd and lodeing, 
but best returns come on his | Submit photo, state aye and experi- 
closer, ‘‘Molly Malone.” ee Ok ae am. Gert Be 

ca, 











WANTED 


atre, P. . ‘ 
White is doubling at the adjacent ||| South africa.“ "snows: Natal 


Astor club. Myro. 
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Josephine Baker's 
Chi Theatre Date 
At 116 Plus % 


Josephine Baker has been signed 
for the Chicago’ theatre, Chicago, 
for two weeks, starting April 6 at 
$11,000 weekly plus 50% over 
$120,000 on the two weeks, It’s her 
nighest salary to date in this coun- 
try. Her Strand, N. Y., date was 
set at $7,500 plus a 50-50 cut over 
$55,000 on the first week, $46,000 
on the second and $35,000 on the 
third. On her doubling stint at 
Monte Proser’s Cafe theatre she’s 
getting $2,500. 

Booking was by the William Mor- 
ris Agency, representing a switch 
from Willard Alexander, who set 
her into the Strand and the Cafe 
theatre. There is currently no ex- 
clusive booking pact for Miss Ba- 
ker. Ned Schuyler, her personal 
manager, has been shying away 
from such deals, 
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Chicago's 


NEW LAWRENCE 
—_ 














Swimming Pool— 
Restaurant — Cock- 







tail Lounge — 400 
Modern Kitchenette 
Apts. and Sieep- 
ing Rooms (all with 
Tub and Shower) 
—Modern Appoint- 
ments—Overioeking 
Lake and Park, 


* 





SPECIAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
RAT 


Lawrence & Kenmore Avenues at Sheridan Road 
Chicago 40, Illineis LOngbeach {-2100 
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es | injured policeman. 


| Valerie Bettis Prepping 


New Production Act 


Valerie Bettis is preparing a cafe 


| and theatre act to be ready some- 


|time in July. It will include three 
‘male dancers ala Kay Thompson. 

| Miss Bettis had been submitted 
| to the Cocoanut Grove of the Am- 
bassador Hotel, Los Angeles, for a 
date in April. However, it was 
found that she wouldn’t be able to 
get ready in time. During the in- 
terim she’ll do the choreography 
for Arthur Lesser’s legit musical, 
“Two on the Aisle.” 


Roadhouse’s Educated 
Dog Act—Works Solo 


Nino, a dog that does an act all 
by himself, has been booked for the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., starting 
April 28. Hound does a six-minute 
turn, complete with bows, without 
the visual help of a human. Dog’s 
trainor, Nino Realtor, will accom- 
pany the pooch, which is being im- 
ported from Enland by the Lew & 
Leslie Grade agency. Billy Daniels 
and a Donn Arden-Ron Fletcher 
line head the show. 

Nino’s booking is reminiscent of 
a report handed in by a USO-Camp 
Shows booker during the war. This 
talent-pacter was sent to scout a 
dog act in a one-nighter in Jamaica. 
His subsequent report stated, 
“This is a man-and-do act. If the 
dog had any brains he would do a 
single.” Maybe this hound took 
the advice. 








Spike Jones to Spark 
Benefit for St. Loo Cop 


St. Louis, March 13. 
| Spike Jones will make a p.a. at 


benefit show for Patrolman Aloy- 
sius J. Nelke, who was paralyzed 
by a bullet fired while frustrating 
a holdup in an insurance company 
office Jan. 28. One of the bullets 
fired during the gun battle lodged 
in Nelke’s spine causing permanent 
paralysis from the waist down. 

Coroner Patrick J. Taylor started 
a campaign to raise $20,000 for the 
With a $1 ad- 
mish tap the Jones p.a., together 
with a first-run film is expected to 
gross approximately $5,5Q0. 





the Fox theatre Friday (30) at a/| 


London Palladium’s Mild 
31 Teeoff With 0’Connor 


London, March 13. 

With Donald O’Connor making 
his British debut at the head of 
the bill, the Palladium’s 1951 sea- 
son got away to a disappointing 
opening yesterday (Monday). 
American comic drew a standard 
reception, but his turn failed to 
measure up. He opens with some 
breezy patter, does a couple of 
songs, then a dance routine before 
his wife join in to toss around be- 
low average cross talk. 


George and Bert Bernard, as well 
as the Salici Puppets, earned their 
familiar big mitt. British talent on 
the layout was headed by musical 
comedy star Pat Kirkwood and | 
Michael Bentine. He was a hit in | 
the last “Folies Bergere.” 


Sinatra Tagged 
In Breach Suit 


An inquest is scheduled to be 
held in N. Y. supreme court April 
6 to investigate charges that 
crooner Frank Sinatra breached a 
contract to appear at the Minneapo- 
lis Auditorium last Jept. 5-7. 
Sinatra according to a complaint 
filed by National Apparel Shows, 
cost it a pile of coin'-when he didn’t 
show up at the three-day event. 

National wants “special” 
damages of $52,063 from Sinatra 
plus $100,000 “exemplary” dam- 
|ages. However, the plaintiff is 
| willing to deduct the $16,141 it 
grossed in the course of the Sep- 
tember affair from the _ total 
amount sought. 


Deal for the Sinatra p.a. was 
made through J. Lurye Enterprises. 
Singer was to get $10,000 and a 
15-man orchestra was also to be 
supplied under a July 5, 1950 
agreement. 











Dorothy Greener makes her cafe 
bow at the Blue Angel, N. Y., to- 
morrow (Thurs.). She was recent- 
ly in “Razzle Dazzle” at the Edi- 











son, N. Y 


Woolf to Tour Legiters 
In Vaude 1-Niters 


Stanley Woolf, who has been 
touring legit shows in the moun- 
tain resorts in summer season, is 
extending activities to one-night- 
ers in vaude and film houses. Woolf 
will start with “Dear Ruth,” play- 
ing on a guarantee and percentage 
basis. 

He’ll be represented by the Her- 
man Fialkoff Agency. 


Hirst Chain Signs BAA 
Pact After 11-Yr. Schism 





Insurance Claim 


On Shelvey In 
$7,500 Settlement 


American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists last week settled a claim with 
the Hartford Accident & Indemnity 
Co., on the alleged diversion of 
$20,000 by former AGVA National 
Administrator Matt Shelvey and 
Arthur Kaye, union’s former or- 





ganizer. Union settled for $2,500. 


The Burlesque Artists Assn. has|Shelyey was bonded for $5,000, 


negotiated the first contract in 11 
years with the Hirst circuit. Dea 
was closed with Jay Hornick, rep- 
resenting the Hirst wheel. Dewey 
Michaels, head of the Midwest Cir- 
cuit, also signed with union. 
Phillips, BAA prexy-organizer left 
over the weekend for Youngstown 
to negotiate similar pact with Jack 
Kape, who operates a chain of 
houses in the Ohio area. 


Sole premise of pacts is union 
recognition, which BAA had not 
been able to get in previous years. 
Phillips will negotiate revised 
scales at a later date. 





Friendly Settlement Seen 
In Greshler-MCA Hassle 


Hollywood, March 18, 
Negotiations are near completion 


Tom 


while Kaye was covered for $2,500. 


Guild contended that it was 
taken for that amount when Shel- 
vey and Kaye allegedly conspired 
to defraud the union of $20,000, 
"which both are said to have ob- 
tained from the Henry Grady hotel, 
Atlanta, for permission to stage 
matinee performances. The coin, 
they claimed, was to have gone 
to the AGVA welfare fund. 

Shelvey is currently suing the 
union for $400,000, claiming false 
arrest in the Atlanta matter. He 
was convicted, but charge was 
later nolle prossed. 














for a friendly settlement of con-| 
troversy between Abner J. Gresh- | 


ler and Music Corp. of America. 
Settlement will include amicable 
conclusion to Greshler’s strained 
relations with Martin & Lewis. 


Greshler never filed suits against 
MCA or comics. Action has in- 
cluded only placing of depositions 
in move to perpetuate testimony in 
event Greshler were to file suit. 

Settlement will not affect York 
Pictures, indie owned one-third 
each by Martin, Lewis and Gresh- 
ler. Firm made “At War With 
Army” and has options for five ad- 
ditional pictures. 

Matter stems from comics 
switching from Greshler’s manage- 
ment to MCA, despite having an 
unexpired contract with Greshler. 
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RECENT ENGAGEMENTS 


eeeeeweeoreaeer ov eee 


Warwick Hotel—Mezzanine Fioor 


ee >@e eee 


at the 


. 


New York 


TELEVISION APPEARANCES ~ - 


KEN MURRAY SHOW 
CAVALCADE OF STARS 


| 
| 
| 





GEORGE SHEARING 


Quintette 
Currently 
RUSTIC CABINS, N. J. 


(March 13 to March 18) 
SHAW ARTISTS CORPORATION 





“The Dancing Mannequins” 


x * * * HELD OVER * * * x 
COPACABANA 





565 Fifth Ave.. New York 20 

















\ ANDRE, ANDREE ana BONNIE 











THE LAST FRONTIER Las Vegas 
THE RIVERSIDE HOTEL Reno 

BAL TABARIN San Francisco 
CHICAGO THEATRE Chicago 
CHEZ PAREE Montreal 
BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB’ Kentucky 
SAHATI’S CLUB Lake Tahoe 


THANKS TO TED LEWIS FOR A WONDERFUL ENGAGEMENT 


STAR OF THE FAMILY (MORTON DOWNEY) 


KATE SMITH SHOW 
STAR TIME 


Exclusive Management 


KENNETH LATER AGENCY 
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PLaza 7-6964 
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WEEK OF 


whether full 


VARIETY BILLS 


MARCH 14 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner; 


(WR) Walter Reade 


H Beachcomber Dick Smart 
| Maxie Furman § O’Ciock Ciub 
| Murray Briscoe Martha Raye 


Helena Gardner 

Mickey ‘Ginger’ 
Jones 

Patricia O’Neill 

Arden-Fletcher Line 

Irving Barnett Orc 
Casablanca Hotel 

Sacasas Ore 

Hy Grossman Orc 

Harvey Grant 

Joe E Lewis 
Celebrity Club 

Alan Gale 


Nov-Elites (3) 

Frank Linale Ore 
Jewel Box 

| Jackie Mayé 


Johnina Hotel 
Laurette Foster 
Tony Matas 
Ernest O’Jea 
Phyllis Lynd 

Leon & Eddie's 
Leon LaVerde 





Freddie Stewart 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 15 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Jack Durant 
Music Hall (1) 15 
Maxwells 
Elsa & Waldo 
Duke Art & Jr 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Palace (R) 15 
Billy Romano 
McNulty Family 


Mack Russ & Owen | 


J Linder’s Bowery 
Music Hall 
(4 to filb 
Paramount (P) 14 
Nellie Lutcher 
George De Witt 
Bob Haymes 
Ramanos Bros 
Sam Donahue Orc 
Roxy (1) 14 
Tony Martin 
Buster Shaver 
Olive 
J & R Arnaut 
Roxyettes 
Strand (W) 16 
Josephine Baker 
Leo De Lyon 
Zoris 
Buddy Rich Orc 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 
Condos & Brandow 
Bert Wheeler & 
Hank Ladd 

Kitty Kallen 

Dick Contino 
Oriental () 15 

J & A DiGitano 

Joey Bishop 

Piero Bros 

Dave Appolon Co 

Sherman Hayes Orc 
CLEVELAND 


State (L) 16 
6 Marvels 
Stagg McMann 3 
Helen O’Connell 


& 


| Vic Damone 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 19-21 
Ralph Flanagan Orc 
Lewis & Van 
Alan Carney 
Penny Sineieton 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 14 
A & C Fanton’ 


Marshall Rogers 
Pedro & Durand 
Milt Ross 





Jane Pickens 
NEWPORT NEWS 
} Jefferson (1) 

| 16 Only 

| Earl Bostic Bd 
| Fox & White 


| Earls 
NORFOLK 
Booker (i) 17-18 
Earl Bostic Bd 
Fox & White 
Earls 
PORTSMOUTH 
Capito! () 19 Only 
Earl Bostic Bd 
Fox & White 


Earis 
RICHMOND 
Hippodrome (i) 
20-21 


Earl Bostic Bd 
Fox & White 


ris 
ROANOKE 
Virginia (}) 15 Only 
Earl Bostic Bad 
Fox & White 


Earls 
ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 16-18 

Kelier’s Jungle 
Killers 

Ray Wencil 

2 Harmonitones 

2 Helidays 

Gloria Palmer 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 15 

Mage & Karr 

Al Gordons Dogs 

Betty Meroff 





Pat Henning Patti Page 
AUSTRALIA 
AUCKLAND Fayes (3) 


His Majesty's (1) 12 

M & H Nesbitt 

Guus Brox & Myrna 

Wally Boag | 

Marquis Family 

Detroy 

Hieana Sazova 

Eugene’s Flying 
Ballet 

The Southerly 
Busters 

Patricia Hardie 

Alice Bronimann 

BRISBANE 


His Majesty's (0) 12 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 


Devine & King 
Gerda Sornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (1) 12 
Mary Brian 
John Hubbard , 
Lori Irving 
Bernardine Hayes 
Geraid Oliver Smith 





Michael Hayes 


BRITAIN 
IRMINGHAM GRIMSBY 

inaapotranes (M) 12 Palace (}) 12 
Billy Cotton Bd Len Howe 
Marno Duo Audrey May 
Freddie Sales Les Symetricals 
Del Cortino Jan & Helena 
Saveen Rogoyski 
Louise Pets Eric Coverdale 
George Meaton Girls Tp 
? VBLACKPOOL Empire (M) 12 

- Palace (1) 12 Angelos 


‘Lee Lawrence 
Walton & May 
7 Volants 
Dick Henderson Jr 
Arthur Hoynes 
Amazing Briton 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 12 
Donald Peers 
D & E Wolcox 
4 Felix Sis 
A J Powers 
S & R Jenks 
2 Ledas 
Curzon 3 
Andre Twins & 
Sandra 
BR:STOL 
Empire (i) 12 
Collinson & Breen 
Musical Elliotts 
Peter White 
Ondra 
Manz & Chico 
Tony Vaughn & 
Patricia 
Duval Girls 
Dumarte & Danzer 
CA®DIFF 
New (S) 12 
Harry Lester Co 
Lyrian Singers 
G H Etliott 
Billington 
Eddie Arnold 
Skating Dexters 
Farmers Daughters 
CHELSEA 
Palace (3) 12 
Jack Jackson 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Fayne & Evans 
Reg Radcliffe 
Agnette & Silvio 
Suma L-monte Co 
Harry Selser 
Shane Sis 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan ()) 12 
Derek Roy 
Winifrei Attwell 
Roy Lester 
Frankie Vaughn 
Keefe Bros & 
Annette 
Marie Louise & 
Charles 
Scott & Foster 
M & M Lomar 
Palace (1) 12 
Sid Milward 
Nitwits 
Gladys Hay 
Houston & Stewart 
Irving & Girdwood 
Rover Corne 
Allen & Lee 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 12 
3 Lorandos 
Dorothy Squires 
B & M Konyot 
Peter Cavangh 
B & A Pearson 
El Gronedas & 
Peter 
Max Bacon 
Leslie Randall 
F & L Preston 


5 Smith Bros 
Annell & Brask 
Beryl Orde 
Waiter Nible 
Leslie Sarony 
Tommy Jover Co 
2 Sunrays 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 12 
Rhodes & Lane 
Neal & Newington 
J & A Grant 
Tommy Dee 
Caroline & 
Richaras 
John Guest 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 
Donald O’Connor 
G & B Bernard 
Pat Kirkwood 
Ganiou Bros & 
Juanita 
Michael Bentine 
Salici Puppets 
Gaston Palmer 
Burton & Son 


12 


MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 
Hal Moniy 
Betty Driver 
S & M Harrison 
Ali Bey 
Michael Tamara & 
Sasha 
Kirk Stevens 
Royalettes 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 12 
Ronnie Ronaide 
Peggy Cavell 
Billy Russell 
Merle & Marie 
Joyce Golding 
Joe Church 
Les Diagoras 
Rey Overbury & 
Suzette 
Brockways 
Rex Roper & Pat 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
Dickie Arnold 
Josephine Russell 
Hal Gerrird 
Mickey Warren 
Lopez 3 
8 J G Girls 
Jean Hobson 
Bill Young 
Balageurs 
NOTTINGHAM 
Emipre (M) 12 
George Comeron 
Norman Harper 
Bunny Reeves 
Leslie Noyes 
Buddy Crawford 
Roy & Nay 
Mary Harkness 
G & E Grande 
Phyllis Terrell 
Ted Gilbert 
Miriam Pearse 
PORTSMOUTH 
Prince -! Wales 
(M) 12 
Rel In¢te 
Frantic 4 





| Jon Pertwee 
| Beverly Sis 
| Peter Sellers 
' Nino 
Gt Alexanders 
| Jay Palmer & 
Doreen 
| Margerite & 
Charles 
Evy & Everto 
| Downey & Daye 
Royal (M) 12 
Harry Secombe 
Leon Cortez 
Nichols & Merrin 
Tanner Sis 
| Darlys Human Dogs 
| Dowie & Kane 
Enso Toppano 
Edorica 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 12 
Vie Oliver ~ 
| Steve Conway 
| Bergman & Boros 
June Manton 
Dorothy Caston 
Sylvia Campbell 
| Maureen Poer 
| Douglas Argent 
| Ernie Brooks 
| Les Rayner & Betty 
I & S Davis 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 12 
| Bonar Celleane 


Cottas ¥ ; 
Aerial Kenways 
Gordon Ray Girls 


WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (1) 12 

Macari 

Dutch Serenaders 
George Williams 
2 Simpsons 

Val & Monty 
Great Claude 

Van & Mack 
8 Acro Belles 





Hippodrome (i) 12 
Jack Lewis 

Sonny Dawkes 
Pete Taylor 
Arthur Knotto 
Melody 6 


WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S) 12 
Ethel Revnell 
Arthur English 
Lowe & Ladd « 
Christmas & King 
Betty Kayes Pekes 
Val Merrali 
Rosa & Rosita 
Frances Duncan 

yYorRK 


Empire (i) 12 
Jane 
Delmonico Ders 
Morecambe & Wise 





| Junior 2 Stankiews 
Jack Watson Verdini 

| Hall Norman & 2 Burgos 

| Ladd Wilson Keppel & 
| Lee Royce Betty 

Noa Eacott Victor Seaforth 
CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 12 

Touranis 

Ronnie Leslie 

Eris Co 

Dynamic 3 

Doreen 

Murray & Hinton 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (t) 12 

Rowena Rollins 

Bozo Snyder 

Tyranova 

Cavanghs 

Buddy Mack 

D & G Woods 

Perry Taylor 

Janet Grey 


Jean Johnson 
Will Skinner Orc 
Rexy (I) 12 

Beatrix 

Sheila Dawn 

Collins & Collins 

Ed Harris 

Lloyd & White 

Larry Lawrence 

Tizeph 

Roxettes 

Maude Marly 
Sevilie (i) 12 

Dizzy Gillespie 6 

Guy Mitchell 

2 Cords 

Roy Douglas 

3 Merino Sis . 





Len Howard Orc 





WOLVERHAMPTON 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 





Palladium Tiller Gls | 
12 | 


Birmane 
Geo Shearing Oro 
Dizzy Gillespie 

Bive Angel 
Portia Nelson 
Dorothy Greener 
King Odum 4 


Jimmie Daniels 
Mildred Bailey 
Komack & Burns 
L Henderson 
Cafe Society 
Arthur Blake 
Rose Murphy 
Jackie Paris 
Cuff Jackson 
Eddie Heywood Orc 
Cafe Theatre 
Josephine Baker 
Jackie Gleason 
Carol Bruce 
George England 
Dick Bernie 
Jack Cassidy 
Libby Dean 
Nat Bandwynne Orc 
Bob Fosse 
Line ~ 
Frank Marte Om 
Chateauy Madrid 
Monica Boyar... 
Fausto Curbello 
Copacabane 
Jimmy Nelson 
Andre, Andree & B 
Harrison & Patricia 
Peggy Lee 
Hope Zee 
M Ourso Ore 
Sonnv Callelo 
F Alvares Ore 
€! Chico 
Rosita Rivs 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
| D’Alonso Ore 
| Embers 
| Joe Bushkin 
| Art Tatum 
Joe Mooney 
Habibi 
Shoshana Damari 
Leo Fuld 
Havana-Madrid 
Jimmy Casanova 
Nina Dova 
Bartolo 
De Castro Orc 
Hote! Ambassado: 
Jules t.unde Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Mischa Raginsky O 
| "Hetel Edison 
| Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins 
Joan Hyldoft 
Romayne & Brent . 
Blade Beauties 
Hotel Pierre 
Larry Storeh 
Mario & Floria 
Joan Bisho 
Stanley Melba Orc 
Manue! Jiminez Orc 
| Plate 
Dorathy Shay 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
Dick La Saile Ore 
Mote! Roosevels 
Bernie Mann Ore 
Three Suns 
Hotel St Regis 
Russell Nype 











. Br of Music 
| Bill Jordan 
| David Elliott 

Al Robinson 


+ Evalyn Tyner 

Milt Shaw orc 

Hote! Shelbourne 

Carol Blaine 

Harding & Moss 
Hotel Statier 


La Martinique 
Roger Ray 
Sarah Vaughan. 
Conrad Ders 
Ralph Font Ore 
Val Olman Orc 
La Vie en Rose 


Minevitch Rascals 


Wences 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon | 
Vikin: 


Nirska 

Genia Me! 

Wilson Morrelli 

Calvin Holt 

Art Wane: Orc 
Le Rubsp Bleu 

Dell & Abbott 

Norman Paris 3 

Monk 


Julius 
: & Eddie's 
Ed Davis 
Louise & Harris 
ene O’Neil 
Holden Dcrs 
Kenhy Davis 
Littie Ctub 

Ernie Warren :)rc 
No t Fifth ave 
Mimi Kelly 
Herb Corey 
Downey & Fonvill 
faze) Wehster 


Old Knick 
Paul Killiam 
Cindy Heller 
Dorothy Louden 
Eddie Hanley 
Al Norman 
Al LeRoy 
Geene Courtney 
Bill Meigs 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jan Bart 
Sonny Sands 
Judy Sargeant 
Joe LaPorte (ve 
D’Aquila Ore 


Park Sheraton 
Jose Melis 3 
Mimi Warren 
Ernestine Holmes 


Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Versaitres 
Joan Edwards 
Chandra-Kaly Dcrs 
Emile Pett: (re 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
The Hicks 
David Blight 
Shy Sis 
Lou Apparetti 
Jack hitehead 
Village Varguaro 
Wally Cox 
Royce Wallace 
Hillel & Aviva 
Clarence Witham: 
Waldort Astoria 
Nancy Donovan 
Ross Harvey 
Emil Coleman 





Mischa Bort Ore 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Alkali Ike 
Terry Haven 
Arne Sultan 





Quintones (35) 


Freddy Martin Orc | 


Sarah Ann McCabe © 


Little Palm Club 
Tyrell & Winslow 
Marion Harris Jr 
Frank Stanley Ore 


Hayvdocks (2) 
_Teddy King Orc 
i Ciro’s 

June Gardner 
Cortez Ore 

Alan Kole Ore 

Clover Club 
| Gene Baylos 


Hal Graham Orc 
Mother Kelly’s 


| The Vagabonds Billie Holliday ceded to be 1875, Mistinguett 
|Toni Arden, | sansa * | (with the exception of the past 
Woniy Woodbury Bobby Sherman 110 years) has been in public 


Charlie Page 
Park Avenue 
Charlie Farrell 
3 Continentals 
Joe Sodja 
June Forrest 
Wallace Puppets 
Roney Plaza Hotel 
Nick D’Amico Ore 
Sans Souci Hotel 
Dorothy Carroll 
Manor & Mignon 
Arne Barnett 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Saxony Hotel 
Cheryl Conway 
Grace & Nicco 
Milt Ross 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Tito Puento Orc 
Sherry Frontenac 
Jack Prince 
Al Schenck . 
Nino Yacovino 
Catalino Orc 


Tony Lopez Orc 
Club Boheme 

Divena 

Trudine 

Danny Rogers 

Win Hoveler Ders 

Frank Froba Orc 
Cope City 

Danny Thomas 

| John Carroll 

M & M Viera 

T & P Rodriguez 

| Arden-Fletcher Line 

David Tyler Ore 

Don Oslo Ore 
Cotton Club 

| Larry Steele’s 

| “Affairs of ’51” 

Jimmy Tyler Orc 
Delano Hotel 

| Louis Adler Orc 

} Embers 

| Diane Adrian 

Beachcombers (4) 








CHICAGO 

Blackhawk 4 Edgewater Geach 
Patsy Abbott Shep Fields Ore 
Norma Lee Doggett | Thelma Gracen 
Joe) Friend Paul Regan 
| Ray Hyson Dorothy Hild Ders 
| Henry Brandon Orc | ,, Hotel Stevens 
| Chez Paree 7 


Jack Raffloer 


| Stan Grover Harper Flaherty 


Yost Guardsmen (5) | 


Danny & Doc’s Rev 


Babe Baker's Revue 


Arturo Arturos Orc 
Lord Tarleton Hotel 


Wednesday, March 14, 195} 





| New 


| 


Acts 





MISTINGUETT (1) 

| Songs and Dance 

| 50 Mins. 

| Montmartre, Montreal 
The 76-year-old 

'making her first appearance 


showmanship 


but the parade seems to have 


|}gaze for decades but the years, 
| perforce, have taken their toll. Al- 
ithough her definite manner and 


| style is still evident, she is obvi- 
‘ously relying on the general nos- 


talgia to take her over the rough 
spots. She does 50 minutes, makes 
five complete costume changes, 
each as flamboyant and bizarre 
as the wearer. 

Song catalog is a reprise of all 
the Mistinguett faves such _ as 
“Mon Homme,” ‘“J’ai Paris,’ 
“Paris c’est une Elonde” and “Je 
'Cherche un Millionaire.” Force of 
habit and legit training cause her 
to ignore the mike and the once 
lusty voice is sometimes lost in 
the far reaches of this big room 
|but dominating personality de- 
mands, and gets, .the complete at- 
tention of an audience made up 
of the curious and the faithful. 





| She goes overboard only once dur- | 


}ing performance and that is when 
|she essays table-singing ‘“Million- 
| aire.” 

The famed gams still look steady 


Chez Adorables Bob Fitagerald : frai f 1 
| i and she _ wisely refrains fron 
| C & T Valder Skating Bivdeare /exhibiting same until halfway 
re eg hards | Tbe Rookies through her stint when she coyly 

rtos chards H ‘ o 
ce a ag Me Kermond Bros clinches a song with a full un 


| Cee Davidson Ore 


Palmer House 
| Kay Thompson 4 
| George Prentiss 2 
| ™ Abbott Ders 

Eddie O’Neal Ore 


Alice Ferrar 
Jimmy Carter 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Olie Clark 

Bob Kirk 

Griff Williams Orc 





LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 
Connie Haines 
Gillette & Richards 
| Eddie Bergman Orc 


Biltmere Hotel 


Ciro’s 
Lili St Cyr 
Billy Reyes 
Nanci Crompton 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Geri Galian Orc 


Desi Arnaz Orc Mocambo 
Gali Gali Connie Moore 
Stan Kramer Co Latin-Aires 





| Marta Monteria Eddie Oliver Ore 


| LAS VEGAS 
| 


Flaminge Hotel 
Harry James Orc 
Condos & Brandew 
Gordon Polk 


Last Frontier Hote! 


Morey Amsterdam 
Teresa Brewer 
Al Donahue Ore 


Thunderbird Hotel 
Clark Dennis 
Al Berni 


nie 
| Al Johns Ore 


Theatre Bribes 


Continued from page 1 


Besert inn 
Latin Quarter Rev 
Carlton Hayes Orc 
Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 
Ernestine Mercer 
Kanazawa Trio 
4 Hurricanes 
Ralph Young 
Piroska 
Carlton Hayes Ore 
Et Ranche Vegas 
Delta Rhythm Boys 








hearing in New York, Feb. 14, on 
alleged violations by the Paris the- 
atre, where the _ controversial 
“Miracle” was playing at the time. 
Atterneys for the Paris testified 
under oath and produced vouchers 
to show that the theatre had been 
regularly paying $20 a month to 
ithe Fire Dept. inspectors from the 
time it opened in 1948. 

lt was brought out in court that 
payments to firemen on a regular 
| basis had been going on for years 





that by this time the practice was 
virtually accepted as a normal] 
business expense. 


With the Paris disclosures hit- 
ting the newspapers, other theatre- 
men have been a little less reticent 
in talking about the alleged pay- 
offs. One report has it that there 
are regular scales for varying-size 
theatres. 


Theatre ops said that a vigilant 
fireman could, if he desired, al- 
ways find some violation of the in- 
tricate codes governing places of 
amusement — as evidenced by the 
charges against the Paris, one of 
the newest and best - equipped 
houses in the city. The theatre- 
men are said to find it cheaper and 
better to take care of the inspec- 
tors on minor violations not actu- 
ally a source of danger to patrons 
than to find themseives targets of 
a constant stream of summonses. 


Paris claimed that until it 
played “The Miracle’—which was 
called “blashphemous” by Cardinal 
Spellman — it had-never been 
charged with fire violations, al- 
though the situation at the theatre 
as far as fire laws were concerned 
had not changed in any way. 





veiling. Simplest costume of per- 
formance, a plain black velvet out- 
fit, heightens the effect when she 
essays “Mon Homme” and al- 
lows her a certain amount of 
freedom to try a modified Apache 
dance with partner Nino Carenzio 
which draws ‘salvos from payees. 
Carenzio makes a good foil for 


Mistinguett, 
in major cafe date, 
‘Montreal at the Montmartre Club, 
‘still retains the innate savvy and 
that made her a 
legendary figure in Paris for years, 


passed her by. Born Jeanne Bour- 
|geois in the year generally con- 


JOHN CARROLL 
Songs 

30 Mins. 
| Copa City, Miami Beach 
| This is John Carroll’s second 
and from the 
, manner in which he sockoed, much 
_as did Josephine Baker in her re. 
,cent appearance at this showcase 
| (incidentally both: Miss Baker and 
Carroll are under personal man« 
agement of Ned Schuyler, co-owner 
of spot) he adds up as another 
| potent “new” face for the class 
| bistros, presentation houses and 
| definitely for video. 

The Hollywoodian utilizes an 
easy, full projection of a wide 
ranging baritone that, at times, at- 
tains operatic qualities. With it, he 
brings a modesty that wins his 
listeners from walkon, and when 
he belts out his first number to re- 
veal the strong pipes, the recep- 
tion is thunderous. Has trimmed 
his intro talk to a minimum for 
added effect when offering a care- 
fully and_ intelligently blended 
series of offerings. Tonal qualities 
embrace a ballad series such as 
“If I Loved You,” medley which 
features French-accented “Cherie” 
for top reaction. On the full voice 
side there’s a solid rendition of 
:“O Sole Mio,” show-stopping “Go 
| Down, Moses” and to requests the 
begoff bringer, ‘Ol’ Man River.” 
Weaves is a rhythmic version of 
“Cecilia” to add to overall impact. 

What adds to his.potency is a 
| dramatic sense that adds values 
, to his serious numbers, particular- 
|ly in a new number by composer 
| of “Lord’s Prayer” a Korean sol- 
dier angled “A Long Way From 
Home” and in “‘Ol Man River.” 
| He’s-a plus new -personality for 
/ hotels, theatres and niteries. His 
sock voice, plus the promotional 
| possibilities angled on his screen 
‘rep, make him visually and vocally 
_a strong TV bet, too. Lary. 

} 
|McCARTHY & DALE 

| Comedy 

{20 Mins. 

|; Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal 


~ 





Mistinguett; his overall animation; The recently formed combo of 
and terp efforts convey a feeling Gene McCarthy and Jimmie Dale 
of speed to the act and he is also proves to be one of the most engag- 
effective during brief moments | ing teams to play Montreal for 
when Mistinguett slips from one some time. Duo rely for the most 





by all places of amusement and 


| costume to another. 


tracted by Mistinguett is not 
loaded with heavy spenders, it is 
made up to a certain extent of 
people who saw her work 30 years 
' ago, or more, and who today sel- 
|dom see the inside of a saloon. 
| However, the volume is great 
enough to justify the management 
‘holding her a third week before 
'she ventures to New York. Newt. 








DIANA BARRYMORE 

' Impressions 

/12 Mins.; One and Three 

| Palace, N. Y. 

' Daughter of the Great Profile, 
\John Barrymore, needs a script. 
'That’s true in pix and legit, which 
‘have been her metier since she es- 
_sayed a professional career, and it’s 
'truer in vaudeville. Without it, 
‘hers is a fragile structure. 

_ The premise is false from the 
‘start. The accent on the great 
| Barrymore name and tradition cre- 
,ates a severe standard, as she pro- 
ceeds with impressions of Hepburn, 


Despite fact that the crowd at-| 


| part on impresh material using the 
record gimmick but manage to in- 


ject a fresh approach to this 
format. They have the good sense 
‘to intersperse platter offerings 


with patter routines that are re- 
freshing and material for the most 
part in socko. On the impresh 
side, the lads draw salvos with 
their version of Ezio Pinza and 
Mary Martin singing “One En- 
chanted Evening” and a Betty 
Hutton-Perry Como number, “I’m 
a Lady.” With McCarthy carrying 
the comedics with his mobile face 
and manner, the team does a few 
radio interview interps that score 
and despite the fact that Montreal 
is still without television and hence 
unfamiliar with current video 
Stars, they pick up a solid recep- 
tion for their Faye Emerson bit. 
Dressed in tux, McCarthy and 
Dale rely on trick hats to set mood 
of offering and with continued use 
of above average material, plus pol- 
ishing, act is surefire for the small 
hotel room, intimery and television 
spots. Newt. 





her father, her aunt Ethel, Judy | 


! Holliday and Ethel Merman, all ex- 
| pressing shock, wonder and/or be- 
,wilderment at Diana’s vaudeville 
: flyer. 4 

' Unfortunately, what ensues justi- 
fies the sundry question marks be- 
cause, at best, it’s a meretricious 
, framework, and it falls apart when 
, She essays a Merman vocal impres- 
sion with “Can’t Get a Man With 
‘a Gun.” Cold or no cold—and 
,Miss Barrymore recognized the 
, politeness and generous attitude of 
her customers by so voicing appre- 
ciation—it’s a close race between 
_her and Tallulah Bankhead for du- 
| bious- vocalizing. The finale is a 
|““Romeo and Juliet” reading, more 
‘parlor or-chautauqua than vaude- 


| ville. 


Miss Barrymore looks nice in a 
black gown.e Abel. 


'BOB HAYMES 
So 


ngs 
9 Mins: 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Younger brother of Dick 
Haymes’ shows _ promise. Tall, 
broad-shouldered singer has a 
good vocal power. While his tone 
occasionally wavers, it has appeal, 
particularly to a young set. He 
does a nice job on “I’ve Got My 
| Love to Keep Me Warm,” an Irv- 
| ing Berlin medley, and winds with 
“Devil and the Deep Blue Sea.” 

He comes over warmly and with 
poise, but his exit is a bit stiff. 
Although Haymes is a songwriter 
| it’s probably a good idea, until 
{he’s more firmly established, to 
| stick to standards rather than his 
originals. Bril. 











BOB FOSSE 
Dance e 
Cafe sapetee. N. Y. 
osse, until recentl art- 

nered with Mary Ann iiea’s oon 
which played top hotel rooms. and 
cafes as well as video, is now in 
business for himself. He’s a dancer 
well schooled in modern tech- 
niques. He shows a ballet back- 
ground and looks as though he'll 
make good on his own in most 
visual media. His debut as a soloist 
at Monte Proser’s Cafe Theatre, 

» on in a featured spot in the 
tab version of “Billion Dollar 
Baby, gives him a chance to show 
his proficiency at Teading lines 
as well. : 
_ Fosse, in this show, still dances 
in tandem. He’s partnered during 
a sequence with Sheila Bond, and 
in his solo spots indicates that he 
has the necessary routines and 
Savvy to get along. * Jose. 


| ROMANOS BROS. (3) 
' Acro 

6 Mins. 

| Paramount, N. Y. 

Young threesome does a fait 
job of mixing some song snatches, 
comedy and terping with their 
acro work in a knockabout act. 
Their flips are good and they get 
a hand with one brother taking a 
flying leap into a clmir. Highspot 
is a triple stand which {s nicely 
built up. 

While the fast-paced tumbling 
and gymnastics are competently 
, done, their clowning needs polish. 
‘At present, turn is a bit too 
\ heavy on the roughhouse. Bril. 
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~ oa ¥ i 
Paramount, N. Y. on her disclick rep, is now work- Muste Hall, N. Y. manner for not too zingy a buildup Radisse ie 
N ellis Lutcher, — “oe ty Se So hg nl 7 “Glory of Easter” annual pag- | for oo om In own 8 ee mee oe ~o a4 
Bob Haymes, oma » “Molly | drums. A aha eant, and “Follow the Rainbow,” | Same Style in gags and stories an Minneapolis, March 10 ib 
m Donahue Orch (14); “Molly e Trangemen are by Dave with M J too-sluggishly paced special song P sf ° sd ¥ 
! Sun Pereniewed tm Vanint Nov, | Barbour as Lee's husband and | Wit Lorgery Mayer, Helen Dodge, | wera Casts fit nouns ot geht BE PRM gl gk ecm 
22, ’50. y ; ' ettes, Corps de Ballet, Glee Club, | *2U8nS, where faster pace and | 
a p er Ms Pages ~ er Lee Symphony Orchest?a "directed by punchier delivery, would have! it's the second time around for 
The Paramount has a falr dis-| one eae the last eecphnt 284 | Raymond Paige. Produced by Leon | #8sured_ better returns. Mimi Benzell in this swank room 
play on tap this week, although it’s pie yd 0 a ast couple of sea- Leonidoff; settings, James Stewart! , .eeoffers are the Wilfred Mae and her top-drawer warbling 
id not capitalizing on the Anglo-Jew- pe th w see ve crap Rape ae | Morcom; lighting : Eugene Braun: | trio with the topper hoop work by vibrant personality and sparkle, as 
e jsh audience that the feature, ott og ad "Gre Jer-length blonde | choreography, Florence Rogge: | Mae and his ring work on legs, well as the manner in which she ‘ 
h ‘Molly’ (nee “The Goldbergs”), a My as upsweep. It’s dances, Russell Marker: “Royal eck and arms, plus rope balanc- departs from Metropolitan Opera 
Oa particularly appeals to. On the. Ia ne Phe Fs as wardrobe | wedding” (M-G). reviewed in 198 On hoops~ Les Rhode and coloratura seriousness and “let’s 
@ opening day Wednesday (7) the “Ot ¥ diti cost her | vary Feb. 7. 1951 |house orch backs show in top her hair down,” again make for 
‘ Hes sar and co-scripter, Gertrude Something In her traditional bobby. ai | manner. Lary. customers’ pleasure, 
-minute p.a.’s a , : - , : : , 
“n ae ee pap ds mene ra ane her ner with the kids but it will fit), Radio City Music Hall again Miss Benzell wisely treads the 
«A «Grand Concourse window | in with her film and T-V aspira-| justifies its reputation as a tradi- Palace, N. Y. ‘middle musical ground in her ‘ 
2 prop ; : h : tions, plus the posh nitespot per-| tional must for queues of ticket- thrushing, tossing just a dash of 
38 and clicks with her sincere | ooo vi now being developed lb t thi h A |, rhe Earles (2), Larry & Trudy grand opera and the ultra classi- 
id approach in the characterization | Sh y “e eveloped. . | Suenbolic is time of the year.! Leung, Will Oakland, Smith & cal int P 1 f th t of 
of a Bronx matron chatting with | Oj ogee _ gift = techni- | te pee 9 the holiness and JOY Dale, Diana Barrymore, Wally pas ond aa that ates all 
in her neighbors. Brief spiel includes | (24, jn + fr th t Bap ee: ttn bn East day is observed..-Brown; “Three Husbands -(UA), musical tastes. Her wily’ invodan: 
~- py eg Gane pd ee ge breathless iaeaatian ro Fore Bice comprises , ae cavcieat pees So eee wen, Fee tory remarks explaining the num 
4 ob Hope’s riding around on a on ving, . ; ; “ 
“ eae pm the fact she’d been, sa gad “W — and | — reproduction and a color-| Six acts of mediocrity are better tesa sur baie ee - 
is assigned to Hedy Lamarr’s dress- | ditto her “ae wena wane "heey of Easter.” an annual m— 7 i oo “" ey fet teners’ enjoyment of the vocalizing 
‘ngroom. | ‘. : rlory of Easter, | less painful. ow, it is to be 4 
“ ellie. Lutcher puts over her | Seuent, bat the — manibess | Tepeie, te limited. as usual, to alhoped, the cost differential may SS pA Bae 4 
D- vocals in individual, scat style.) 1¢. more strenuous 2 a7 sie ge rt It opens |result in some better talent. capable conductor and pianist. — 
, ‘ She includes tunes she's been City Blues” and the "ioediaiine | ond cele semen of | The six acts currently on view, At dinner show caught Miss Ben- 
yy associated with, such as “Real «ayanana” finish Throughout, with | lilies, the entire Music Hall en-| 2! this once ace flagship of big- 7.1) Jed off with “Son of India,” 
p= Gone Guy,” “Fine Brown Frame,” | 10, own trio and the on-stage semble joins in a pious rendition | ime vaudeville are poor vintage, following with Siamanetie to Watch 
d “My Mother’s Eyes” and “Hurry hackgrounding of the house in ‘of Rubinstein’s “Ramona Ostrow.” | QUutside of the more seasoned Joe Over Me.” the “Semper Libre” aria’ 
. On Down.” She gets plenty of | an tae Galaeeateie aon | Seecmaee din iiaes aaa ake ae |Smith & Charles Dale, with their from “La Tooviate » “Velia.” 
1S feeling into the numbers, particu-'34q knows her oe Pree te ates na” tribute lly clear | DE: Kronkhite” standard, and Wal- «pont Come In. Sir, Please.” “Lo 
nh jarly the idea of a man-hungry gal. | ‘phough the song style and wank ‘voice ies | ly Brown's travelog monolog. What the Gentle Lark,” “Sweethearts” 
e Also in the vocal department, Bob | robe “switch bewilders her juve| Leon Leonidoff production shifts | 2°€S ©1, in between represents ang “Indian Love Call.” Each was 
‘e Haymes «New Acts) registers. ‘fans. she has to beg off J ‘to a zippily- roel series of song | Such valleys that the peaks, in-|9 ctandout y 
of George de Witt, comic, doesn’t | “Anart from the marquee lure of |and dance gone Bw amid the | Stead of being accented as might| 43 atensie 
it) completely click in this house. Bulk Peggy Lee, whole ple 200 package | spectacular scene-shifting Striking | Pe the natural contrast, seem to her. * i ——* ra estra, 
“ of his stuff consists of satirical | i. hatekin tee f(t wa “nd apest rapidity wits whieh the ‘mammath | bog down with the general poor a onl .. ae eg , pe — in 
er carbons, best being takeoffs on | Three Brown Buddies open with | stage changes in appearance often | Wality. . . eastiaal ‘filled "Gants sunante 
of Frank Sinatra, Mel Torme, Vaughn | nifty, eccentric taps and solo step-| commands more audience-attention| There is playing “time” for al- weather 4 r ‘Rees 
it. - Monroe and Billy Eckstine. Bit outs, leading up to a smash strobo-|than the actual performers on| Most every item on the bill, but. : ‘ 
a ——, sca Lae? Rye. lite finale with the dancing trio | view. Frage of it < not seeeensy qual- | 
*S “Orange Colored Sky” 1s neatly jiterally giving off sparks on a| Imaginative programming in-ity, generally speaking. The) ; ? 
c- handled. However, his spoofing of special emery mat. Cal & Faith | cludes a fashion show which spot-| Earles,_yclept Elmer Jones and Churchill's; Londen 


London, March 8. 


Yr air shows, such as “Sam Spade” | Simpson go over big with their | lights latest creations of America’s | Teddy Evans, for instance, are en- 
l- Mildred Smith, Frank Weir 


and daytime soapers, has a familiar puppets, notably their “magician.” | ton designers. Curvaceous models | ergetic acrocomics but the Negro | 














Plus 
































Show is in for two wecks and | yocks. 


Mel. 








) horizon. Cohen. 


m ring. Some fresher material will Billy Meek, a sort of Scottish | glide across the stage bedecked in | pair are still more break-in and Orch, John Havana Rhumba Band; ‘ 
' help. |'George Formby, hasn’t decided|the new finery as an onstage an-'Leon & Eddie’s than Palace.|cover $3. 
or Knockabout trio, Romanos Bros. | whether he is a monotogist, a sax|nouncer identifies the designer.|Larry and Trudy Leung are a) 
is (New Acts), intersperse some sing-| player or a tap dancer, but gets | This is a new twist in Music Hall | Chinese pair of personable song-| The current vogue for colored 
ul . ing, terping and gags in their) across. The Three Swifts do some | lavouts and comes off as a high- | and-dance boy-girl specialists. ' artists to entertain London’s late 
n acrobatics, neat and nonchalant juggling that | light of the current show. Spring-| They're adequate, and that even night trade has brought into the 
ly Sam Donohue Orch (six brass, | is clever and Bob Goodman does {time wardrobe designs for milady | 80es for their small-talk, but even’ West End performers of widely 
five reed, three rhythm) back the his usual commendable singing | have obvious timeliness in addi- | in the deuce, on a denatured varied styles. The latest songstress 
acts solidly, with Donohue doing | m.c. chore. McStay. tion to shaping up as an unusual | Palace bill, it’s substandard. | Mildred Smith, making her British s 
some slick solo sax work on “Body | —_—_—_—_— theatre entertainment. which could} Will Oakland is a vet of Oak-' debut at this ritzy club. . 
and Soul. Bril. | Prince of Wales. London - for repeats with each SS a aia cae | Miss — has a + pa eepusaiins 
rc oe , : 0l, as an actress y ‘ 
> oe Red Ingle a cee , Rockettes, reliable as ever. con- from whence the Loew station and the blending ‘of Shite tala 
“ Apolile, &. Y. | Peter Sellars, Beverley Sisters | sistently score with the audience | (WHN) picked up the falsettoed comes through strongly in the sub- 
“4 Percy Mayfield band (11), Herb | (3) Jon Pertwee, Great Alexan-| With precision oe which — tenor regularly. 'dued atmosphere of this room. Ex- 
a Lance, Howard Bros. (2), Helen' ders (7), Jay Palmer & Doreen, gests so many leggy automatons; Smith & Dale’s “Kronkhite” is| cellent lighting and the polished ' 
t Humes, Karpis Trio, “Crackshot” Nino, Margerite & Charles, Evy & | Controlled by the same switch. | now familiar, even to the present | musical accompaniment are dis- 
“ Hackley & Co. (3), Canfield Brown- Fyerto, Downey & Daye, Bobby — nse . a an | generation, thanks to video, and | tinctive aids to her act. 
~ skin Chorus (8); Revenue Howell Orch. | coe rw the sari : ee a |they top it off with “50 Years To-' When caught, cafe was doing 
: Agent” (Col). | enon Tee P ; Prat gether.” After 50 years, they still’ substantial busi i 
is | -mited | an additional 22 toe artists, giving * mi | Substantial business and audience 
e , operng | The inauguration of a limited! i103. two spring numbers all the can’t miss, Diana Barrymore (New response was solid. Miss Smith 
iS Ry — hcg vaude season at the Prince of! 00 saaeea aaa prone ne fog ——— 4 more lustrous | took one encore and could easily 
ercy Mayfield’s band an elen , te : ; i | ?- * 9 ..|than vaude socko name to the : 
el cond stylist, generates Fondling Red in IY a the Franti |, Tour-jete specialists, in one in-! palace, and Wally Brown ae | ee ae 
st y Ry eg IP ag ge | headliner, Red Ingle Ae SLANLIC | ot off second best to | : gee . | Chanteuse opens with a cute 
plenty of excitement and is given | bill which giv ance, come e Carney) completes it with pro-| - - a 
I an added fillip via a trio of produc- | tn wual scomiuenee io Bctiiah |the special Panis Py Poe ms of | fessional approach as he reels off eer Sen ng the, te k “ 
1 ; P spectacle and general audience ap- |}; aetee we es ; Ss quickly wi 
tion numbers by the Canfield | SP : jhis patter and tops off with a saucy «. Ps pe ge 
d ciel hi ; names. — ee : eal. This comes as a cloudburst }aigg, « ; Harlem on my Mind” and “This 
- Brownskin chorus, which | Ingle’s uninhibited technique | a 9 an end to their apvle-blossom | uty. wae ¥ou Get the More i _Can’t Be Love.” Then “Bewitched,” 
y suite nomad peokastitns tor goed |i Dee reer his record. |tetping, with actual water raining | “is. ties vaudeville, Abel. | Wich registers effectively, but her 
mn nol quent broadcasting of his record-| down upon a taut ground cloth | ‘ yulle. igges s closing song “Who 
ig a 1 ‘ings. The main novelty of act is | over the slevater on the first stage. '¢ Took Me Home Last Night?” This 
- prising three rhythm, three’ reeds | {in seonda are thoes to. insure a | Elevator is dronped sllehtlv so that If a, : she bows off te gealonged Speinune 
: tnd four brasse, gives Out san continuous How of chuckles. The taice'“anich er asained oewween || Wight Club Reviews °° """ °"'* Prelonees spree 
l the leader-vocalist for the early ' jeopard skin costume, the back- chows. | ee ees 
e part of the show, cracking over | firing cello, and the telephone that | ; “Spring Comes to Rockefeller —mm=m continued from page 44 =e ; 
‘0 ery a items and providing squirts are all sure-fire laugh com-' Center” scene is in the festive | Chez Paree. Chi Carousel, Pitt 
. nice backing for the acts. How- | pellors and Ingle pulls all the’ mood, with Helen Nodge vocalizing | ; : Pittsburgh March 8 
. ever, it’s not until the closing spot, | stops. “The Goddess of Spring” to the popularity has come from _ his Rute Maets ; : 
d when band reduces to a septet, his musical frolic runs half an accompaniment of the ballet video appearances, so that he’s not 1: yle ae onnell, with George 
d fronted by the maestro, that it hits pour, with no letup in action. troupe’s interpretation of whe |« total weahnewe te these ports noon Be y Van, Stan Irwin, Her- 
maximum returns. Here it gets its ' finale of “Cigareets,” |. new season. It makes | : parts: man Middleman Orch (5); $3-$3.50 
e Before the g advent of the : f th 
. best chance to show off its com- jhe quartet gives out on “You Can't for mild entertainment. Showmanship of the singer is minimum. 
ll mercial arrangements, to rock the Be As Fit As a Fiddle,” and “Tim-' Takeoff on ballet is provided by amazing, since the tele lenses have | 
n house. : tayshun” to sock returns. Ingle’s. Elsa and Waldo. unusual comedic | not so far transmitted all of his | This town is Kyle MacDonnell’s 
sj in ae a eine, solo of og 7 — = ae team. Paget hy Re peg ‘dynamic warmth. He _ carresses hook,*line and sinker. She played 
‘ ‘ Be >| ening act of bill is mey ballerina gar : < niin. all : , 
has a pleasant baritone which he | P lier skaters | ¢j side her loose-limbed and Some songs, slams across others, Jackie Heller’s room _ several 
brings into play for sock response. pS y et dae an ; small frre Rage gto is clever and and generally extracts the utmost ee ee, en Be ae of 
All ballads are slickly backed by circular platform. Next spot is amusing and proves a welcome ad- from each tune while shimmying. Carousel one of the beniel aaube 
t: the Septet, which spaces vocals taken over by Jay Palmer and dition to the show. | , ., | grimacing and pulling just about jp its history Spot optioned her 
. With torrid instrumentation. ‘Doreen, an American team who Duke Art pleases with his rapid every trick in the book to sell. then far @ fetura. but dda figure 
id ental opening by the larger band mix some obvious clowning | es an" oe thea Neatly garbed, Daniels works’ on it being so soon. However, 
™ Ps chorus, the Howard Bros., pair magic. | wrinkle-faced n hil the choral forthe most part of stint under management had to play her now 
rT Sleds aaa hoofers, pace things| The Great Alexanders have one and other figures psn Bis Other 2 Pin-spot. He opens with “Sum- or wait until late summer. ‘ 
h- ucely with a brace of tap and of the best springboard turn in ensemble sings a fe ‘elis. who Mertime,” which spellbinds the poautifully gowned. Miss Mac- 
4 robust b Tae tia & aed ames | Cae nae oor yap “an ey: dive wandstend _payees and has the room in total Donnell ia. > Ee. the teeshest eat 
| odust baritone, wins a nice recep- andem somersault, and reach- | deadpan through a H wt ] { his nine ; 4 
a tion for “All of Me,” “If” and sg mm high in their balancing routine in manner designed for | Sees oe Boson, Bennie , ing neeneee, of a —_ to 
st Candle Glow.” Canfield dancers, | routine. _._, , aughs. asinine ‘Payne joins in lyrics on a medley Sarena tk Ce wasuh aad Senay 
e, contrib oat six _ bw two | Next is ed igh a British ' of gg oy van Rg "eM | and it floats right out over the 
easant soitshoe number comedian with a striking resem- , ' |completely. His “Yiddishe Mamma Teel 
: as prelude to “Crackshot” Hackley plance to Danny Kaye. Breaking Oly mpia. Binns 8 |has the ringsiders clamoring, and — of tes a Vaca, 
W Co. S comedy blackout, a court- away from his better known radio | Miam}. Niare ls ‘his begoff number, “Black Magic, h h ron tha ye h t é at 
room bit, which, despi h te- izati into. Lanny Ross, Sammy Walsh, June. : id hi she has n enough to g¢g 
$ tial’s ela ee te the mate- charactizations, he plunges into anny elle & Beebe. Wil-. sets him a solid hit. by on, and in a couple of numbers 
yi vintage, gets laughs. the fast talking act that gets over. | Edwards, eit - Rholde House .Corinne and Tito Valdez are a at least. shows pipes easily capa- 
“ and a fave bom oes mise recep. | one st ee aises, is. another Grech weGambling House.” pleenees See the standard ple of bigger things. particularly 
ig tion for * ’ | globes of various sizes, 1 , nil ballroom duos. Their routines are jn “Be My Love.” 
id «pu tor “He May Be Your Man,” | pleasing offering. _ colorful and imaginative. Opening | ; a : 
“ wg Now and Then” and “Mil-|" [Improving each time out, the yavyout on tap this week is a stint has the gal scantily garbed and Fe gp Ag ee Aged PRs 
d he ollar Secret.” Karpis Trio, Beverley Sisters close first half of slowly paced, though containing the lad in full dress for some sug- (Ker with some nifty impersonations 
pr turn of two men and a gal, ‘the show. Their cute topical lyrics enough values for fair audience | gestive terp routines. They re- before going into his "heementa 
— with their slick acrobatics | never fail to score, and with a reaction. Only solid returns are turn for some slick sailor-gal rou- \nich has almost a Soneer ike 
balancing routines. Edba, ‘couple of their faves like | “Cruel, earned by topliner Lanny Ross. tines that get them over solidly. auality. Kid’s going places. that’s 
© . | Cruel World” oo their June Edwards and Rochell and) Comedian Larry Nixon lets for sure—in fact. he's already 
asine, Toronto routine is a winner. ; Beebe. , loose a flurry of quickies. mostly heen tagged for a spot in the musi- 
Toronto March 9. Teeing off second half - er a | Ross is a fave here and delivers to do with medicos, that’s received ¢a] version of Booth Tarkineton’s 
it Peg ifts, Bi Evy and Everto, unicyclists who,” + what the stubholders want mildly. He picks up steam, how- “Seventeen.” In absence of owner- 
cggy Lee, 3 Swifts, Billy Meek, | ; cad amiliar stunts, exactly wha a | , : yal : ; 
ie Simpson’s Humanettes, 3 Brown | in addition to the familiar © h an in his medley of pop songs. Hits ever, with his airplane routine. host-m.c. Jackie Heller. who's on 
- Buddies, Bob Goodman, Archie ; Bet well deserved laughs ye an pest with “If.” “Be My Love,” and that gets him across okay. the sick list, Stan Irwin was 
an y poten House Orch; “Revenue | pa rence a. See . theme “Moonlight, And Rose.” | Ches Pores A d orables are fea beouans ip at last minute to handle 
gent” (Col), 0 S Ww ; © ing! Miss Edwards is a Il TO- tured in two production numbers. am. . youngste! 
* pe cde | radio inpetnonetiens, agp ti contortionist whose feats bring poth of which are venerable definite comedy Possibilitie. and 
ly Going into the Copa, N. Y., im-, many of the best dir o Churchill gasps. © Gal has neat routine that’ around here and_ should be an easy delivery. = = oer 
Mediately after her Casino engage- | 0n the air, and ad ing a This is Wins salvos. ‘changed. Stan Grover impresses, bad. howevel, an } pen Mg 
ment here, Pe : ‘rently | cameo for good measure. {Nis | ebe click with ‘as usual, with his production vocal- time, a sharp scissor to wha 
12 : . Peggy Lee is currently i at registers Rochelle and Beebe ht ell ; 
breaking in a new act in which! entertaining stuff that registers. t dy ballroomology. Their ling, and Bartoe & France do the already has. de’s much too w 4. 
4 the Statuesque blonde is doing | Margarite & Charles, hand balanc- a. Gene healthy giggles and front-terping neatly. Cee David-| equipped to let himself ice Res 4 
0 ‘Mood pieces” with a rhythm trio, | ers, score in knockabout turn. Sa ; son orch backs in customarily .of hand even beyond the blue Y 





blended lighting. 


Single, who had been cashing in’ should do good biz. 


Former | 
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Walsh emcees in slow adept fashion. 
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NY. City Ballet Into Black Ist Time 
With $147,400 Take on Four-Week Run 


For the first time in its three-4— 


year history, the N. Y. City Sane | Lak e Sh ore Barn Group 
Co. will break even, or even make | 


a little coin, on a season. Troupe | 1-Nighting Rural Towns 


i -week run at the City | Buffalo, March 13. 
Papin yg “ama (11) ce Lake Shore Playhouse (strawhat) 
pacagi a gross of $147,400 for the tToupe are ie ae stands | 

E in western New Yor uring the 
engagement. Company garnered |. ; 7 
$31,700 the first week, $38,700 the | Winter oy te 
pecond lanza, and $9,000, the Bees tn ne ee restonl the 
; : iti P ; . 
third. Windup week was a wallop- " & Pp | 


ing Sener. , ..| Route includes Oakfield, Gowan- 

Troupe, in previous seasons—it da, Brockport, Niagara Falls, Al-| 
gives one season each fall and an- den, Orchard Park, Hamburg and | 
other in the winter or spring—had Silver Creek. | 
run about $20,000 behind for each 
term. Last summer it had an addi- 


tional $20,000 nick in deficits from , Prg Croup Gives Free | 


a European tour (a $20,000 re-, 








| 








serve had been set aside for pos- s ° 
sible losses, but the red ran to) Plays for Shut In Kids 
40G). | Sylvia Peyser’s Young Profes- | 


Troupe this season put on two sional Players, New York group, 
new ballets, “La Valse” and “Lady ; opened their second season of plays | 


Delayed Take 


The Ballet Annual, year- 
book of European and Ameri- 
can terp, published in England 
and edited by Arnold L. 
Haskell, is in no hurry to let 
its readers in on VARIETY 
speech. In its fifth annual is- 
sue, published last month, is 
the following box: 

“N. Y. headline: NBC-TV 
50G Bid for Sadler’s Wells 1- 
Shot. For translation § see 
The Ballet Annual No. 6.” 
Latter won’t be out till next 
February. 











N.Y. City Opera ‘Economy’ | 
Season Bows Tonight; 
May Come Out in Black 


_ The N. Y. City Opera Co. opens | 
a spring season of six weeks at | 
City Center, N. Y., tonight (Wed.), | 


offering some unusual features de- | 





instituted at the house. With an’ 
annual deficit of $40,000 for both | 


Inside Stuff—-Legit 


Hassle between a legit actress and a Coast producer stems from the 
lady’s dislike of tax laws. She has refused to accept checks for her 
salary less withholding tax, etc., despite fact that deductions are re- 
quired by the Internal Revenue Department. Indications are the actress 
wants to be the Vivian Kellems of showbiz and may, like the Connecti- 
cut woman industrialist, take her tax gripes to court. 





Barrie O’Daniels, Detroit Civic Light Opera Assn. managing director, 
got the shock of his life on the final night’s performance of “Show 
Boat,” last presentation this season by the association. 

Every year O’Daniels puts his actor’s trademark on the 12-week 
season by playing a role in one of the productions. This time he took 
the role of a bearded back-woodsman in “Show Boat,” being billed as 


'“J. Throckmorton Big Ham.” His big scene came when he sat in a 


chair in a theatre box, rose, confronted the villain and shouted “Oh, 
Yeah!” The shout became a scream at the last performance because 
the stagehands had wired his chair with electricity. 





Dale Wasserman is staging “The Wind Blows Free,” to be presented 
April 16 as the final event in the spring Arts Festival at Hamilton, 
Bermuda. The piece, with book by Charlotte Perry and Arnold Sund- 
gaard, lyrics by Sundgaard and music by Alec Wilder, is currently 
in rehearsal, may be done on Broadway next fall. 

Wasserman was to have been the director and actual producer of 
Martin Goldsmith’s “Miraculous Fish” and, as such, brought the script 
to Sylvia Siegler, Show-of-the-Month Club president, last fall with idea 


‘spite the economy wave recently | of getting her to back it and possibly be associated in the presentation. 


However, he is not an agent and did not act in that capacity in connec- 
tion with the play. Goldsmith, a film writer, is represented by Mary 
Baker, of the Sam Jaffe agency. Dispute between Goldsmith and Miss 


of the Camellias.” Production costs for hospitalized and handicapped fall and spring seasons allowed for Siegler over the former’s claim of an option deal recently resulted in 
were very low, however, with $2, youngsters with a performance of /in the opera troupe’s budget, the an award of $2,500 to the author. Case was decided by arbitration 


500 for the former and $1,500 for “Alice in Wonderland” and ex-| 

the latter. (Unlike other outfits cerpts from “Peter Pan” and Hum- 

which amortize costs of new works perdink’s opera, “Hansel & Gretel, 

over a length of seasons, the N. Y. { ; 

City Opera Co. charges all expenses Philanthropic League. Latter is an 

to the current season.) | organization for orthopedically 
Troupe got excellent press no-| handicapped children. 


; .| Players visited 20 hospitals, set- 
as up over pre Is, § 
ae Fema Be car had Siso tlement houses and other institu- | 


| 


company ran up _ almost that! 
amount of loss, or $35,000, in last | 
fall’s season alone. Hence, con- | 
of “Falstaff” and a modern opera, 
“The Dybbuk,” have been shelved, | 
and only one new production, Mas: | 
senet’s “Manon,” will be given. | 


This will use the sets of the’ 


with Louis Calhern, Myron McCormick and Leo Cherne as arbiters. 





Backers of George Abbott’s production of the musical, “Tree Grows 


y | +3 " te s s 
last Saturday (10) at the New York ‘templated new spring productions | jn Brooklyn,” include actress Judith Evelyn, $1,000; talent agent Gloria 


Safier, $4,000;, her associate, author’s agent Flora Roberts, $1,000; at- 
torney Morris Schrier, representing Music Corp. of America, $4,000; 
singer Johnny Johnstone, male lead of the show, $8,000; the producer's 
daughter, Judith Abbott Clark, $10,000, representing her father; pro- 
ducer and theatre owner Anthony Brady Farrell, $10,000; attorney 


: ae i ith their last year’s offering | 6 # 4 ; 4 
been raised from $3 to $3.60, which , tions wit : , «7 it, | troupe’s “Manon Lescaut” produc-| and film sale negotiator Edward E. Colton, $1,000; Betty Smith Jones, 
also helped. of Mrs. Peyser’s adaptation of “Lit- | tion ‘jimiting the outlay that much | author of the original novel and co-author of the libretto, $10,000; her 


tle Women.” Group is composed 
: of Equity and American a | 

. s of Radio Artists members who de- | 
Union College Having vote their spare time to the ae al | 
. : : thropic effort. Entire production | 
Artists-in-Residence costs are —— a ta 
and her husband. rs. Peyser, ' 

Schenectady, sg + who writes the scripts, directs and | 
An artists-in-residence plan, Ge-| }oquces the shows, is the wife of 
“sort of vacuum” and give them a! Cast ra Fart gr ae 
: .| Elaine Randell, Gabriele Anderson, 

vues practical ap: go we a | Vivian Anderson, Leon Kay, Scott | 
fessional theatre, has been instl-| Fiaiging, Barbara Smith, Gordon | 


tuted by Union College. First guest | 7,0) Barbara Glenn and Margot | 


artist under the setup was Broad- 'Brown. Costumes and sets were. 


way actor Donald Doherty, who) ‘ reell. Hildette | 
lived on the campus here for two | sr redid Rage Pogson 

weeks during oe = then | 
appeared in the Mountebanks’ pres- 
pes era of “Glass Menagerie,” last Current Road Shows 
Thursday - Saturday (8 . 10). He (Merch 12-24) 
played the Narrator-Son in the pro- as arc ag 

duction. Diamond Lil’—Biltmore, Los 


According to Donald Jones, fac- me (tryout) — 


ulty advisor and director of the Playhouse, Wilmington — (16-17) 
college dramatic society, not only | (premiere); Locust Street, Phila. 
actors and actresses, but directors, | (19.94) ’ 
designers and costumers.will be in-| “Guardsman” (tryout) — Or- 
vited for a fortnight of professional | pheum, Kansas City (12-17); Or- 
and social contact with the stu-| pheum, Springfield, Il. (19); Lin- 
dents. “I don’t want to neglect|coln, Decatur, Ill. (20); Shrine 
the business end of the theatre, | Mosque, Peoria (21); Palace, South 
which is so important to young!) Bend (22); Murat, Indianapolis 
men; the business end is headache Soo (Revieved in Varrety, Jan. 
material,” he says. wy, Rew MY, Lov e”—Gayety, 
: ashington -17); Mosque, Rich- 
Grand Opera in the Round | mond (19-24). 
“Innocents”—Lobero, Santa Bar- 
Set for Holyoke, Mass. para (19-20); Aud., Pasadena (22); 
Springfield, Mass., March 13. | Aud., San Diego (23-24). 


: “It’s About Time” (tryout)— 
Grand opera in the round will) 5 ottie theatre, Cambridge, Mass. 


have its first Western Massa- ’ ; 
chussetts appearance April 6, when i Reviewed in VARIETY this 


Charles L. Wagner brings “The! « ” _ 
Barber of Seville” to the Valley | poston’ (12-24). (Reviewed. in 
Arena Gardens, Holyoke. Variety Feb. 28, ’51). 

New York impresario is working “Kiss Me, Kate”—Aud., Portland 
in conjunction with Victor Ken- a Metropolitan, Seattle 
nard, ticket agency head. in at). : 
Holyoke, and Felix Delizia, local| _“Lady’s Not for Burning”—Gay- 
jeweler. “Barber” will have | ety, Washington (19-24). 


; : Let Me Hear the Melody” (try- 
is sander took Perth, nasthy | out)—Walnut Street, Phila. (12-24), 


colleges expected to help fill the (Reviewed in Variety this week). 


2 r Louis Jouvet (“L’Ecole’§ des 
1,200 seats that will be available. ~ 
Hall has been scaled from $1 to ioe 17). ) Colonial, Boston, 


$2 for afternoon and $1.80 to $3.60 | oc; ) (Reviewed in Varrety this 


for evening, tax included. “Make a Wish” (tryout)—Shu- 
Arena, operated by Joe Fahey| bert, Phila. (12-24) (Premiere). 
ot Holyoke, features Sunday shows | (Reviewed in Variety this week.) 
by name bands and vaude acts,| “Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
and pulls consistently big trade,|—Aud., Hutchinson, Kan. (12-13); 
as patrons can eat and drink at|Home, Oklahoma City (15-17); 
cafe tables while watching enter- | Omaha, Omaha (19-21); KRNT the- 
tainment. atre, Des Moines (22-24). 
“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 

















Shows in Rehearsal [2a amicumetoerens, wate: 
ud., Amarillo ; Aud., Wichita 
OWS In Nenearsa Falls (20); Majestic, Ft. Worth (21- 
Keys: Cc (Comedy), D (Drama), 22); Melba, Dallas (23-24). 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Reuei,| ,“Oklahoma”—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- (12-17); Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 
cal Drama), Oo (Operetta). (19-21); Colonial, Akron (22-24). 
“Angels Kiss Me” (D) — Trudi ‘Peter Pan”—Music Hall, Cleve- 
Michel, prod: Shepard  Traube land (13-17); Masonic Aud., Detroit 


: } (19-24). 
ae. (starts today, Wed.). “South Pacific’—Shubert, Chica- 
me ‘Courtin« Time” (MC) — James | go (12-24). 

sO ichae is, prods.; Al-|  “Streete ”—Har- 
fred Drake, dir. (starts. tomorrow, ris, Chicare (Soe oiiiineal 


Thurs.). “Tree Gorws in Brooklyn” (try- 
Flahooley” (MC)—Cheryl Craw- | out)—Shubert, New Haven (19-24). 

ford, prod.; E. Y. Harburg, dir. (Premiere), 

. “Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (MC) “Where Charley?” — Aud. 





‘ even, or perhaps run into the black. 





—George Abbott, Robert Fryer, | Rochester ( 12-13); Curran, San 
prods.; Abbott, dir. "| Francisco (19-24), ° ‘ 


more. And although “Die Meister: | 
singer,” the company’s most ambi- | 
tious production, is again being | 
done (it opens the season tonight), | 
means have been found to reduce | 
the expense of handling the mas: | 
sive production each time it’s given. 
With a top raised from $3 to $3.60, 
and a nightly gross of $5,700 en- 
visaged against a nut of $5,400, 
current opera season can break 


Troupe will have several im- 
portant returnees on its roster, in- 
cluding two ex-Met Opera stal- 
warts, Dusolina Giannini and Rich- 
ard Bonelli, as well as Virginia | 
Haakins, Hubert Norville and, 
Ralph Herbert. Mme. Giannini 
joined the troupe for its first sea- | 
son in spring, 1944, and hasn’t been | 
heard with it since. Newcomers | 
will include Greta Menzel, Vien- 
nese soprano; Herva Nelli, Ameri- 
can soprano; Lorna Sydney, Aus- 
tralian mezzo; Lydia Ibarrondo, 
Spanish mezzo, and David Poleri, 
young American tenor. Troupe will 
do “Tales of Hoffmann,” March 29, 
three days before the N. Y. preem 
of the film of the same name, with 
Robert Rounseville, who also sings 
in the pic, in the lead. 


Tonight’s “Meistersinger” will be 
conducted by Joseph Rosenstock, 
with cast including Rudolph Pet- 
rak, James Pease, Frances Yeend, 
David Lloyd and Margery Mayer. 
Otto Erhardt staged. 


Verdi Requiem at Met 


For 1st Time in 7 Years 


In ‘place of the traditional Wag- 
nerian opera, “Parsifal,” on Good 
Friday, the Met Opera this season 
has skedded an orchestral work, in 
Verdi’s Requiem. Work will be' 
given in two special afternoon per- 
formances March 23 and 24. Bruno 
Walter will conduct the Met Opera 
orch and chorus, with Zinka Mila- 
nov, Elena Nikolaidi, Jan Peerce 
and Cesare Siepi as soloists. A 
concert version of the convent 
scene from Verdi’s “La Forza del 
Destino” will also be given, both 
works being done to commemorate 
the 50th anni of Verdi’s death. 


The Requiem was last heard at 
the Met in 1944, also under Wal- 
ter’s baton. Prior to that it was 
done there in 1924-25-26, under 
Tullio Serafin, and before that in 
1909 and 1910, with Arturo Tosca- 
nini conducting. Toscy performed 
the Requiem again this winter, 
with the NBC Symphony Orchestra 
at Carnegie Hall. 


Lanza SRO for April 7 


- Chicago, March 13. 
Mario Lanza:concert April 7 at 
Orchestra Hall has already been 
sold out, after only a single an- 
nouncement. 
The 2,800 seat house will prob- 
ably gross $8,000 at $3.80 top. 














Zachary Solov has been ap- 
pointed choreographer and ballet 
master of the Metronolitan Opera | 
for the 1951-52 season. | 





daughters, Mary Smith Carroll and Nancy Smith Pfeiffer, $2,500 each; 
CBS vice-president James Seward, representing network board chair- 
man William S. Paley, $100,000; producer Leland Hayward, $4,000; 
Abbott’s sister, Isabel Juergens, $2,000; theatre-owner Howard S. Cull- 
man, $10,000; author-director Joshua Logan, $6,000; company manager 
Carl Fisher, $2,000; general manager Herman Bernstein, $2,000; Nancy 
(Mrs. Leland) Hayward, $2,000. Production is financed at $200,000 
with no provision for overcall. 


Legit Bits 


Producer Roger L. Stevens is ill; new play is titled “Girls with 
with flu at his home in Ann Arbor | Dogs.” . 





|, . . Director Robert Lewis has! _ Mimi Kelly, daughter of actor 


optioned ‘“‘The Idea,’ melodrama ony eae et ee be 
by Edward Caulfield . . . Howard | succeeding Billie Worth, who with- 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse have; drew to play the femme lead in 


finished their untitled new com- _ gn Mag ae ne on a 

: ; artin Wolfson is back as Captain 
edy, which Leland Hayward will) Brackett in “South Pacific” aiter 
probably produce next season ...!a week’s illness. It was the first 
Courtney Burr and Malcolm Pear-| time he’d missed a performance. 


son, producers of “Season in the | Thomas Gleason, regularly a Sea- 
Sun,” have postponed until next| bee, subbed for him ; +, Edward 
season the presentation of Kenyon | Pfeiffer has joined “Call Me 
Eighth” . . . The Theatre Guild Allan Knowles, who went into the 
wants Uta Hagen to star in a re-| Army... Actress Peggy Cass, wife 
vival of Shaw's “Saint Joan” next | Of company manager Carl Fisher, 
fall. She’s currently co-starring | is not due back from her European 
with Paul Kelly in “Country Wife” | Vacation for another two or three 
. . . Producer-angel Blevins Davis | Weeks. She’s now in Italy .. . 
is ill at Albuquerque .. . Irving | Robert Downing planed to Chicago 
Becker took over this week as|to check the touring “Streetcar 
company manager of “Billy Budd” | Named_ Desire,” which opened 
. . . James White has succeeded there Saturday (10) . . . Helen 
Bill Bradley as understudy for the | Hayes went to the Coast on a pic- 
part of the taxi driver in “Gentle-| ture assignment immediately after 
men Prefer Blondes” ... The! the premiere of her ANTA Play 
Broadway company of “South| Series production of “Mary Rose” 
Pacific” will lay off next week,'--. Benn W. Levy returned last 
pre-Easter. ’ ee without bp ar 
Robert Whitehead’ ro ti or the Broadway opening of the 
of Donald Odgen Stewarts “The Edward Everett Horton revival of 
Kidders,” will be tried out start-| is “Springtime for Henry. 
ing April at the Brattle theatre,| Donald Stevens, who succeeded 
Cambridge, with Harold Clurman| William Lynn as the religious 
set to direct . . . Louis Calhern, | crackpot in “Twentieth Century” 
already set to tour next season in| recently, is the author of a novel, 
“King Lear.” also hopes to star| “Or Call It Winter,” to be pub- 
in an ANTA Play Series revival | lished May 9 by Harpers... “Keep 
of “Merchant of Venice” ... Al-| Your Head,” new comedy by P. G. 
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne will | Wodehouse and E. P. Conkle, will 
conclude their “I Know My Love’ | be premiered April 9 as the final 
tour ,March 31 in  Rochester.| production of the five-week stock 
They’ve abandoned plans to take| season being presented at the 
the S, N. Behrman play to London | Bermudiana theatre, Hamilton, 
next season . . . Joseph Anthony | Bermuda, by William Miles .. . 
has replaced Louis Veda Quince | James Colligan and Donald Med- 
in “Country Girl” . . . Stager Otto | ford, producers of last season’s flop 
Preminger is already casting aj “Cry of the Peacock,” were tapped 
second company of “Moon Is/|for a $385 judgment in N. Y. 
Blue,” which opened on Broadway | Supreme court last week for delin- 
last Thursday (8) to click notices,| quent unemployment insurance 
and hopes to form a third com-| Payments for the cast of the play 
pany this spring . . . The Broad-|... Text of “Billy Budd,” Louis O. 
hurst_ theatre was uncomfortably | Coxe-Robert Chapman amatiza- 
hot Saturday night (10) for the} tion of the Herman Melville novel, 
premiere of “Romeo and Juliet”| was published Monday (12) by 
. - - The Council for the Living| Princeton U. Press . . = Walter 
theatre has allocated the first| Macken, Dublin author-actor who 
$25,000 of its return from the, planed to the U. S. on 24 hours’ 
Robert E. Sherwood film story to/ notice last September to play his 
be produced in New York by | original leading pdrt in the Broad- 
Lester Cowan, as follows: $15,000| way production of “King of Fri- 
as a nucleus for the development | day’s Men,” sailed home last Fri- 
of a national subscription setup for | day (9) to work on a new novel... 
all producers and $2,500 each to} Peter Davis, Theatre Guild - busi- 
the American National Theatre & | ness manager, leaves March 29 for 
Academy _ training school, Equity | his home in Newberry. S. C., for a 
Library Theatre, New Dramatists | week’s vacation . . . Walter Fried, 
Committee and the American Thea-| co-producer of “Let Me Wear the 
tre Wing .. . Backers of “Rose| Melody,” is company manager of 


Tattoo” this week receive a second; the show . . . Peggy Phillips r-- 


10°% return on the $190,000 in-j; placed Abner Klipstein as associate 
vestment ... Robert E. Sherwood’s | of pressagent Mike O’Shea. 
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‘Romeo’ Production Costs $175,000 
In Unusually Involved Coin Setup sss :7se'ss' ase sta 


The Olivia de Havilland revival 





of “Romeo and Juliet,” which 
opened Saturday night (10) at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., has an un- 


usually involved financial setup. 
Production is understood to repre- 
sent an investment of about $175,- 
000, including about $35,000 loss 
on its six-week tryout tour. How- 
ever, the backers, the four 
daughters of the late Dwight Deere 
Wiman, have invested only $120,- 
000 of that, the balance having 
been absorbed by the producer’s 
estate. The show needs around 
$26,000 to break even. 


Originally budgeted at $150,000, 
the production had cost almost that 
much when Wiman died last Jan. 
20, two days before the opening 
of the tour in Detroit. Since Wiman 
had supplied all the financing him- 
self, the production belonged to 
his estate and the executors sold 
it to his daughters, reportedly at 
a “substantial” loss. Venture was 
then refinanced, each Wiman 
daughter investing $30,000 for a 
2212% share. Remaining 10% ap- 
parently belongs to the general 
partners, Forrest C. Haring and 
J. H. Del Bondio, who were Wi- 
man’s managers, and Lina Abar- 
binell, his casting director. Haring 
and Del Bondio get program credit 
as business managers of the show. 

Miss de Havilland, who is making 
her Broadway debut as star, re- 
portedly gets 15% of the gross, 
with a guarantee of $2,500, but 
doesn’t share in the _ possible 
profits. She had originally asked 
for 15% of the gross, plus 25% 
of the profits, when she first ap- 
proached various managements 
last fall with the idea of doing 
the revival. At that time, Peter 
Glenville was already set to direct 
the production, with Oliver Messel 
providing the scenery and cos- 
tumes. Lattex, a London designer, 
obtained admittance to the United 
Scenic Artists in the interim. 


‘Season’ Profits $37,897, 
Plus $22,220 in Assets; 
Gibbs Adapting ‘Zuleika’ 


“Season in the Sun,” Courtney 
Burr-Malcolm Pearson production 
of the Wolcott Gibbs comedy at 
the Cort, N. Y., paid additional 
profits of $13,297 last week, bring- 
ing the total distributed profit to 
$37,897 thus far. There is also 
$890 more available for distribu- 
tion, plus undistributable assets of 
$11,330 in bonds and $10,000 sink- 
ing fund. The venture was financed 
at $50,000, plus $10,000 overcall. 

Production cost $36,000, plus $9,- 
396 tryout loss, and has earned a 
total of $106,977 in operating 
profits thus far. The show breaks 
even at about $12,500, including 
a cast payroll of approximately $4,- 
400 (no one on a percentage), min- 
imum author royalties, 142% di- 
rector royalties and the usual 
straight 30% theatre rental. Un- 
til the last few weeks it was net- 
ting between $2,500 and $3,000 a 
week. 

Meanwhile, Gibbs has gone to 
Key West to work on a dramatiza- 
tion of Max Beerbohm’s satirical 
novel, “Zuleika Dobson,” with John 
Lardner temporarily taking over 
his assignment as drama critic of 
the New Yorker mag. 


R&H Festival Again 


Planned for St. Louis 
St. Louis, March 13. 


Skedding of another Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical festival, “The 
Wizard of Oz” and “The Gres 
Waltz” completes the repertory of 
the 1951 season of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. that tees off June 7 
in the alfresco playhouse in For- 
est Park, with an 1l-night stand 
of “Nina Rose.” 

Three of the pieces to be pre- 
sented, “Miss Liberty,” “High But- 
ton Shoes”, and “Music in the Air,” 
are new to the customers of the 
open-air project. Other pieces to 
be presented are “The Bohemian 
Girl,” “The Merry Widow,” “Die 
Fledermaus” and “Girl Crazy.” 


ETTINGER OPTION 

“The Best Laid Plans,” comedy 
by Marcel Klauber and Charles 
Williams, has been optioned by 
Harry Ettinger, N, Y. attorney. 
Spring production is planned. 











_|also double as narrator and Anto- 


Nine Al Fresco Operas 
_ Set for Toronto Season 


Hollywood, March 13. 

Ben Kamsler will produce nine 
light operas in Toronto this sum- 
mer under the Music Circus of To- 
ronto banner. Using a specially 
constructed tent in the infield of 
the Dufferin racetrack. “Rose-Ma- 
rie” will open. He’s dickering with 
Nelson Eddy for the lead. Season 
finale, ““Annie Get Your Gun,” will 
| buck the famed Toronto Exhibition. 

Kamsler will continue, via tape, 
| his KFMV showbiz airer, which 
will also be carried by the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. 


‘Juan’ Seen For 


Bway in Autumn 


*First Drama Quartette, legit-lec- 
ture show starring Charles Boyer, | 
Charles Laughton, Sir Cedric | 
Harwicke amd Agnes Moorehead, | 
will probably play a regular run | 
on Broadway next fall. The lecture- 
presentation of “Don Juan in Hell,” 
from Shaw’s “Man and Superman,” | 
will probably play the Morosco or | 
possibly another theatre operated | 
by City Playhouses, Inc. 


Offering, which grossed $8,700 | 
for a one-nighter last week in Con- | 
stitution Hall, Washington, and got | 
rave reviews from the local dailies, 
is working its way across the coun- 
try to fill a March 31 date in Los 
Angeles. Troupe will then disband, 
with the four stars set for picture 
assignments before resuming for 
a European tour to open June 12 
in London. Dates will be played 
in Paris, Rome, Zurich, Strassbourg 
and possibly elsewhere on the Con- 
tinent, after which the company 
will return to the U. S. for the 
Broadway stand. 

Producer Paul Gregory, who 
planed to the Coast ovei the week- 
end, also hopes to present Hume 
Cronyn and Jessica Tandy in a 
strawhat tour and possibly subse- 
quent Broadway run in “Four Post- 
er,” Jan de Hartog’s two-character 
drama for which Cronyn holds the 
U. S. legit rights. A London di- 
rector is being sought to stage it. 

Meanwhile, Cronyn and Miss 
Tandy (Mrs. Cronyn) are due on 
the Coast shortly for film assign- 
ments, he in “Dr. Praetorius,” Jo- 
seph Mankiewicz production for 
20th-Fox, and she as Gen. Rom- 
mel’s wife in “Desert Fox,” being 
produced by the same studio. 


R&H Adding ‘King’ Tune, 
Doing Final Tinkering 


Boston, March 13. 


With the “King and I” now cut 
to almost the desired running time, 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, are now concentrat- 
ing on trimming the book and 
adding music, while director 
John van Druten is working to 
point up the staging. A new song 
for Gertrude Lawrence goes into 
the first act this week and an- 
other may be written for Dorothy 
Sarnoff. Otherwise, the musical is 
figured pretty nearly ready for 
Broadway, where it preems March 
29. 

Joseph Holland went into the 
cast last night (Mon.) as the Prime 
Minister, succeeding Murvyn Vye, 
who withdrew when his two song 
numbers were cut. The tunes are 
not being replaced. 


Nine O’clock Opera Set To 
Tour Again With ‘Figaro’ 

The Nine O'Clock Opera Co., 
which toured extensively between 
1941 and 1945, has been reorgan- 
ized and is being booked for next 
season by the James A. Davidson 
Mgt. Company of seven (plus a 
pianist) will tour during October- 
November of this year and again in 
March-April, 1952, doing Mozart’s 
“The Marriage of Figaro” in Eng- 
lish, in modern dress. Company 
will be sold at $1,000, 

As before, production will be set 
up by Jean Greenwell, who will 
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Jacobson Signs Fuchs 
As- Co-Prod and Costar 


Irving Jacobson has signed Leo 


N. Y., next season in Yiddish mu- 
'sicomedy. Fuchs will stage the 
| Show, which has not as yet been 
selected. ; 

| Jacobson has three more years 
| to go on the theatre lease. The 
house will probably be the only one 
to show Yiddish musicomedy in 
N. Y. next season, Molly Picon not 
being expected back despite a good 
season this year. She will be de- 
| voting herself to radio and TV. 

} 


| Joan McCracken Seen As 
Jean Arthur Sub in ‘Pan’, 
With Its Run to Continue 


When Jean Arthur quits the title 
| part in “Peter Pan,” April 14, Joan 
| McCracken may take over the as- 


| signment, continuing the tour as 
co-star with Boris Karloff. In that 
case, the James Barrie revival 
would not only play the week of 
April 16 in St. Louis and the week 
of April 23 in Minneapolis, but 
might return to Broadway for a 
pop-price summer run at a large 
capacity theatre, such as the Broad- 
way, Hellinger or City Center. 
There’s also still a possibility that 
Edwin Lester may book the 
show for engagements in San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles. 


With Miss Arthur due to with- 
draw for a picture contract, pro- 
ducers Peter Lawrence and Roger 
L. Stevens had been planning to 
close the show April 14, after a 
three-week Chicago run. However, 
the present intention is to continue 
with a replacement. Miss McCrack- 
en is currently featured in “Angel 
in the Pawnshop,” at the Booth, 
N. Y., but she’s expected to be 








available in time to take over from | 


Miss Arthur. 


FONDA-‘ROB'TS’ NETS 46 
FOR HEGGEN MEMORIAL 


Minneapolis, March 13. 


Almost the entire company share 
of the $5,300 gross of a special 
benefit performance Sunday night 
(11) of “Mister Roberts,” at the 
Lyceum here, was donated to the 
U. of Minnesota school of journal- 
ism’s Thomas Heggen memorial li- 
brary. Except for a few minimum 
actor salaries, the author-director 
royalties, Henry Fonda’s star per- 
centage and producer Leland Hay- 
ward’s share, totalling about $4,000, 
went to the fund. 


When the show played here last 
season Hayward contributed $300, 
representing special ticket sales by 
university students, to the same 
cause. Heggen, who co-authored 
the play with director Joshua Lo- 
gan, was a former Minnesota jour- 
nalism student, and his parents re- 
side here. Fonda is also a former 
Minnesota student and local resi- 
dent. 

Although still suffering from a 
recent attack of flu and laryngitis, 
the star got through the special 
Sunday night performance without 
incident and is expected to be okay 
for the balance of the current 
week's engagement. 


No Heave-Ho for Tallu; 
 §$tar Had House Seats 


Washington, March 13. 


They nearly threw Tallulah 
Bankhead, daughter of a one-time 
Speaker of the U. S. House of 
Representatives and niece of a 
former U. S. Senator from Ala- 
bama, out of the House restaurant 
in the Capitol last Thursday (8). 
She was in town to testify before a 
congressional committee on behalf 
of added funds for the National 
Institute of Health. Actress, with 
two companions, walked into the 
House restaurant in the section re- 
served for congressmen. Mrs. 
Edith Ridgely, hostess of the 
restaurant, told the trio they would 
have to get out, since they were 
unaccompanied by a member of 
Congress. 

“T told her,” Miss Bankhead ex- 
plained later, “my father used to 
be Speaker of the House. She re- 
plied that she remembered him and 
that she was trying to enforce a 
rule which he helped to make— 
nobody but members in the House 
restaurant.” However, Tallu was 
finally permitted to remain. She 
ordered a bottle of beer, with ceca 
colas for her companions. 








Bitter Equity Election Forecast As 


Tempers Flare 


Among Extremeists 


a 





Paula Stone and Mercer 


In N.Y. to Prime ‘Banana 


Johnny Mercer, songsmith of the | Y€aTs. 


+ With political factionalism ap- 
| parently increasing within the Act- 
| ors Equity membership, the coming 


9 annual election is expected to be 


‘the most bitterly contested in 


Feeling between the ex- 


new Paula Stone-Michael Sloane|tremist groups in the union has 


| legit musical, is due in from the 


| been growing steadily more tense 


Coast today (Wed.) to get his new | 294 several recent developments 


Pig Banana” show into rehearsal. 
| Phil Silvers stars. 

|alse east; her producer-husband 
| Sloane follows. 

| Jack Donahue will stage ahd 
Miles White and Oliver Smith are 
set for the costumes and decor. 
Show’s book is by H. S. (Hy) 
Kraft, who also did new adapta- 
tion of “Billion Dollar Bay,” the 
Morton Gould-Adolph Green-Beety 
Comden musical, for Monte Pro- 
ser’s new Cafe theatre which 
,opened this week on Broadway. 


Racial Ban Stirs 


Bermuda Uproar 


Hamilton, Bermuda, March 13. 

Storm has blown up over ban- 
ning of Negroes from attending se- 
|ries of plays being presented by 
|the Berkshire Playhouse Co. at Ber- 
imudiana Theatre club. Season 
| opened yesterday (Mon.) with cast 
| principals including Hurd Hatfield, 
Mady Christians, Brian Doyle, Flo- 
rence Reed and John Loder. 


Club management defended its 
position by announcing that the or- 
ganization is a bonafide one, “ad- 
mission to which is open only to 
those persons approved by the com- 
mittee of management as _ tem- 
porary or permanent members.” 
Statement added that “admission 
will be restricted to persons of un- 
mixed European descent.” 


Protests against the policy have 
been accompanied by picketing in 
front of Furness Line office, where 
tickets were being sold. Placards, 
carried by Negro pickets, appealed 
to tourist sympathy, playin:; up dis- 
crimination angle. Principal targ >t 
of beefs is that the original adver- 
tisements of the subscription series 
gave the impression that the play 
series would be open to everybody. 
Issue also came up on the floor of 
the House of Assembly, where two 
Assemblymen, E. T. Richards and 
Russell Pearman, charged that the 
club was advertising under false 
pretenses. - 


One of the pickets, Hilton Hill, 
said he intended to report the 
club’s policy to Actors Equity 
Assn., in New York. He says the 
union is opposed to discrimination 
of this kind. 


K.C. Starlight Season 
To Have $400,000 Nut 


Kansas City, March 13. 


Some of the citizenry will be 
admitted free to performances of 
the Starlight theatre during the 
outdoor operetta season June 25- 
Sept. 3, under plan of tickets and 
seating announced last week by Bill 
Symon, business manager. A block 
of 398 seats, out of 7,600, will be 
free at each performance, mostly 
for press, etc. 

Bulk of seats are scaled from 
65c to $3.60, and season tickets are 
being offered at about a 10% re- 
duction. First crack at season tick- 














Miss Stone is | 


| indicate a blowup may be coming. 
| Task of the nominating commit- 
tee, which will pick the regular 
| Slate of candidates for council, is 
‘obviously tougher than usual in 
view of the rising tempers. It’s 
| also figured almost a certainty that, 
no matier what the complexion of 
| the official slate, some dissident 
|element will put up an opposition 
| ticket. Tendency has been in that 
| direction in recent years, even un- 
|der calmer circumstances. 

Three council representatives on 
the committee, elected at yester- 
day’s (Tues.) council session, are 
Robert Perry, chairman, and Mar- 
jorie Gateson and Edwin Clay. 
Representatives of the member- 
ship, elected at the quarterly meet- 
ing last Friday (9) are Hugh Ren- 
‘rie, Beverly Roberts, Valerie Cos- 
| sart, Royal Beal, Lawrence Fletch- 
|er and William Neil, with Kent 
| Smith, Celeste Holm, John Mar- 





| riott, Frances Reid, Paul Stewart 


and John Forsythe as alternates. 
Conservative Gains 


Election of Paul Kelly, Enid 
Markey and Lee Tracy as council 
replacements last week, following 
the recent resignations of Myron 
McCormick, Alan Hewitt and Win- 
ston O’Keefe, has been hailed in 
conservative circles among the 
membership. Successors were 
named by referendum vote of the 


(Continued on page 52) 


Reduced Rate Sked Set 
For Dallas State Fair, 
4206 Budget on Shows 


Dallas, March 13. 

For the first time, subscribers 
will get a reduced rate this summer 
for season tickets to the operetta 
series at the State Fair Casino. 
With six productions scheduled, 
each for a two-week run, $3 (in- 
cluding tax) seat-holders will pay 
a season price of $15, and lower- 
scale locations will be rated ac- 
cordingly. 

Budget for the six shows will be 
$420,000, including both produc- 
tion and operating cost. With a 
capacity of about $56,000 for the 
4,301-seat house, that leaves ample 
margin if attendance reaches ex- 
pectations. It’s figured that because 
of the special price for season 
tickets, the subscription list may 
top last year’s 5,600. 

Season opens June 11 with 
“Where’s Charley?” with Hal Le- 
Roy, Eddie Foy, Jr., and Gil Lamb 
possibilities for the Ray Bolger 
part. Following bills, in chrono- 
logical order, are “Song of Nor- 
way,” “Texas, Li’l Darlin’,” “I Mar- 
ried an Angel,” probably with Vera 
Zorina and Vivienne Segal; “Miss 
Liberty,” and “Merry Widow,” the 
latter starring Dorothy Kirsten. 

Mary Hunter will again direct 
productions, with Lehman Engel 
as orchestra conductor and Donald 
Saddler as choreographer. Charles 
R. Meeker, Jr., manager of the 
State Fair Auditorium, expects to 
fill other staff assignments shortly. 

This summer, for the first time, 
the operettas will be presented in- 
doors, new air-conditioning and 
sound systems having been in- 








ets was given to contributors to the 
association, and first returns topped | 
$21,000 in sales. 
Starlight is underwritten to ex-| 
tent of $200,000, and it’s figured 
the cost of the 10-show season will 
run about twice that much. At es- 
tablished price scale about 60% 
average house will put the project 
in the black, and outlook is excel- 
lent for better attendance, with 
weather the major uncertainty. 


Rooney Legit Bow 








Phoenix, March 13. 

Mickey Rooney made his legit 
|bow here tonight (13) in “Sailor 
|Beware” at the Sombrero Play- 
house, which winds up a winter sea- 
son of stage fare with the current 
offering. 

“Sailor” closes Sunday (18), fol- 
lowing which Rooney will take off 


stalled. 





‘ST. PETE PLAYHOUSE 


DESTROYED BY FIRE 


St. Petersburg, March 13. 

Pinellas Playhouse, which had 
been presenting a series of success- 
ful Equity stock productions at 
the Pinellas airport near here, was 
destroyed by fire Sunday night (11), 
folluwing a click opening perform- 
ance of “Light Up the Sky.” Pro- 
ducer Zack Waters plans to carry 
on, opening with “January Thaw” 
tonight (Tues.) in an outdoor set- 
ting if possible. 

Opening late last fall, well in 
advance of the tourist season, the 
professional troupe did healthy 
business from the start, and had 
done even better recently. Patron- 





for Honolulu to stage a musical 
show there. 


6016348 


| age came from St. Petersburg, 
Clearwater and Tampa. Ay 
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~ Plays on Broadway 


Romeo and Juliet 


ight Deere Wiman revival of Shake- 
elu tragedy in two acts. Stars Olivia 
de Havilland; features Jack + a 
Evelyn Varden, James Hayter. aor 
Keen, Isobel Elsom, ouglas Watson. - 
Peter Glenville; scenery and 
costumes, Oliver Messel; incidental yeu 
David Diamond. At Broadhurst, N. Y.» 
March 10, °51; $4.80 top, $6 weekends 

ening). 
Wrihee af Verous Gregory Morton | 


rected by 





se eeeeere 


. | 
EE nis a Ge chee oe teens Robert Du 

ae cea neeeeaeey Herbert Ransom 
Bevaiet. Ree re: Malcolm Keen | 
Old Relative......e+e++:- ... John McKee 
ROMEO ....ccccccvccvcere: Douglas Watson 
Mercutio......++. Preeeece Jack Hawkins | 
Benvolio.......eseceese- Michael Higgins | 
Terhalt .....sseccceccece William Smithers | 
Friar Laurence.....+esss+-- James Hayter | 
Friar John......cccceesees: Carl Harbord | 
Balthasar... ..cscccceseees ...Karl Light | 
Sampson.....-.coccvcccecs Buck Kartalian | 
Gregory. ...cccrcccsccccees: Rudy Bond | 
Peter =... cssesececeeceees Jack Fietcher | 
Abraham. ....cccccesccscess John Perkins 
Apothecary... .cscrcecceeees: Paul Genge | 
PASO... cccccccccscsccces Page Johnson 
Watchman .....cccesceeee: Alan Furlan 


Dorothy Patten | 
Isobel Elsom 
Havilland 


Lady Montague 
Lady Capulet 


seeeeeeetes 


i Olivia de 
= . Evelyn Varden 

Others: Jo Rabb, Patricia Roe, Susan 
Svetlik, Evangeline Raleigh, Fran Benton, 
Robert Burr, Gerald Price, James Greene, 
Felice Orlandi, Marshall Flaum, Fred 
Vogel, Russell Gold, John Rallo, Dario 
Barri. 


ese eee eeeseees 





NO matter how lavishly it is pro- 
duced or how much the rush and 
turmoil of the duels and street 
brawls are emphasized, “Romeo and 
Juliet” is essentially a love story, 
and any revival depends primarily 
on the two title performances, espe- 
cially the feminine one. On that 
basis, this Dwight Deere Wiman 
presentation (financed by his heirs) | 
misses fire. Unless Olivia de Havil- | 
land, as Juliet, has a phenomenal | 
personal draw, the failure is likely 
to be a costly one. ; 

This is the role that Miss de 
Havilland has been waiting the last | 
dozen or so years to play. And al-| 
though the revival is billed as a} 
Wiman presentation, most of the | 
production decisions are under-| 
stood to have been made by the 








Tybalt; Michael Higgins is believa- 
ble as Benvolio; Robert Duke is 
handsome but over-restrained as 
Paris; Gregory Morton is moder- 
ately regal as the Prince of Verona, 
while Herbert Ransom, Malcolm 
Keen, Dorothy Patten and Isobel 
Elsom vary from passable to stilted 





as the Montague and Capulet par- 
ents. 


meo and _ QJuliet” 


cause the 
intact, } 
ance is so leisurely—at least so it | 
seems. Saturday night’s (10) pre- 
miere rang up about 8:40 and broke | 
about 11:40, with one ten-minute | 
intermission. * Hobe. | 


The Autumn Garden 


N. Y., for return engagement; $3 top. 

: [Bae TABENBOs.escacacceas Charles H. Moore 

Kermit Bloomgarden presentation _ of MET 8G. wit ees SORE RE .Alice Snyder 
drama in three acts (four scenes) by Lil-| Carlisle. .......0seeeeeeeeee: Charles Hill 
lian Hellman. Stars Fredric March, Flor-| Randolph........+-seeeee9: Lloyd Warren 
ence Eldridge. Jane Wyatt, Ethel Griffies.| 4 Cook. ......cccceeseces: Irene Watts 
Kent Smith: features Carol Goodner. Co- | Custard Maker......++.++: Randall Homer 
lin Keith-Johnston. Directed by Harold | archangel........+20+++++:> Allen Charles 
Clurman;: scenery and Hghting, Howard | Gapriel............++::- sa le Oscar Polk 
Bay: costumes. Anna Hill Johnstone. At The Lawd.........+-: Richard B. Harrison 
Coronet. N. Y., March 7, ’51; $4.80 top| Choir Leader........+-+--- Roy McKinley 
($6 opening). . Adam... ..cccccvcvcaes Daniel L. Haynes 
Rose Griggs ......cces Florence Eldridge | Bye... .... ccc cece cecs: Geraldine Gooding 
Mrs. Mary Ellis..... ..... Ethel Griffies | Cain .... ane) ka ae see Thomas Russell 
Gen. Griggs......... Colin Keith-Johnston | Cain’s Girl.......-. Benveneta Washington 
Edward Crossman......- ps eEY EN OER oc 5.0 aisieecee 509 340 Edna M. Harris 


Frederick Ellis..........--- 


James Lipton 
Carrie Ellis .......,.....Margaret Barker 





+seeeee- Margaret Darker | Boy Gambler..... az 

Sophie Tuckerman.........- Joan Lorring | Noah..........+.....---Morris McKenney 
Leon...... tie ses eeees Maxwell Glanville | Noah’s Wife.........0+-.-::: Susie Sutton 
Constance Tuckerman.....Carol Goodner } Shem..........ceeeeee ‘Milton J. Williams 
Nicholas Denery.......+++- Fredric March | Platfoot.......+eeeeee- Freddie Archibald 
DID SPOUGET . 65 4.08 40 400406es MRI WW ORSS | URGE 5 ois 006005000660668 J. Homer Tutt 
MES 4A. 65:64 50S4 000660456000 Lois Holmes Japhet i iaenvin heb eeead ee Harry Thompson 
First Cleaner.....ccccoes- oe ae 

‘ ; ; s @ Cleaner..cocecccees rances Sm 
“The Autumn Garden” is in pee Leeds see eee Charles Winter Wood 
certain essential respects sa a TRRRRPPOT Pooneee ....John Charles 
like anything else Lillian Hellman | Jacob........--+++++.. William McFarland 
i MOMMOR: cv ccciccnewsiede seats Frank Wilson 
has written. In place of her | Head Magician.....s.ceceee- Arthur Porter 
usual directness and clarity it) Joshua... ...............+.D. Jay Sidney 
has a Chekhovian diffuseness and | King of Babylon........-. William Fenton 
: s s h Prophet... cccccccevvccesececs Ivan Sharp 
inconclusiveness, and it lacks the High Priest.......ccccccrccveee: J. Homer 


suspense or compulsion of such 
of her plays as “Children’s Hour,” 
“Watch on the Rhine” and “Little 


|viewer who caught the premiere, 
This is probably the longest “Ro-| Feb, 26, 1930, and gave it a liberal 
presented 0n'10Q weeks. 
Broadway in years, not only be-| made him as famous as the guy 
script is played virtually | who ran the wrong way in the 
but because the perform-' Rose Bowl. What was his name?) 





Foxes.” For that reason, plus the 
production’s heavy operating cost, 
it is a doubtful bet to pay off. 


film actress. The project, originally 
her idea, was offered to various! probing drama which apparently 
Broadway managements, with | stems from the author's basic con- | 
Peter Glenville already set as di-| viction and attitude. Moreover, it | 
rector and London designer Oliver} has several potent scenes, provoc- | 
Messel providing the scenery and 

costumes. So it represents not only 
a challenge to her, but is largely 
her responsibility. Under the cir- 


Yet “Garden” is a thoughtful, 





ative characters and superb per-| 
formances by a brilliant cast. It} 
has _ been lavishly and tastefully | 








cumstances, therefore, the failure 
tends to be, even more than nor- 
mally for a “Romeo and Juliet” 
production, a personal one for the 
title actress. 

The production conception of the | 
play is ingenious and effective. The | 





tragedy is presented in two parts, | 
‘and by the use of scrims and drops 
some scenes are played down front 
while the set pieces and plafforms 
are shifted in back, so the action 
moves from one locale to another 
‘and from scene to scene without 
pause. Moreover, Messel’s scenery 
and costumes are generally stun- 
ning and dramatically suitable, 
though perhaps a trifle ornate. 

But while Glenville, as director, 
probably is at least partly respon- 
sible for the production scheme, 
his staging lacks vigor and pace, 
and has failed to evoke eloquent 
performances from the all-impor- 
tant title players. So this tends to 
be a sedate “Romeo and Juliet.” 
Its low-voltage performance allows 
the melodrama of young passion 
and violence to subside into little 
more than an animated pageant. 

Miss de Havilland is as pretty 
a Juliet as Broadway has seen, at 
least since Vivien Leigh co-starred | 
with Laurence Olivier in a revival | 
of the classic 11 years ago. 





| prop 


| as there is no one dominant char- 


produced by Kermit Bloomgarden | one ; 1 : 
and eloquently staged by Harold | the show’s opening six years ago— | his 


,the cut trunk, 


‘thing from a Loew route to an Es- 


‘Pastures’ Back Again; 
Didn’t Look So Good In 
’35 After 5-Year Run 


Reprinted From 
Issue of March 6, 1935 


§ . 
(This is the second review on 
‘Green Pastures’ by the same re- 





Prediction has_ since 


The Green Pastures 
(2D REVIEW) 


Fable in two acts, 18 scenes, by, Mare 
Connelly; based on Roark Bradford’s “Ol 
Man Adam an’ His Chillun” and the Bible. 
Opened Feb. 26, °35, at the 44th St.. 


James Fuller 


Boy Gambler zlips Richardson, Jr. 








Following a nice lil’ sprint of 18 | 
months on Brroadway and 1,652 | 


| performances in 203 towns in the | following its three weeks here, it 


'Helen Hayes. It is not going to be 
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Plays Out of Town 


Make a Wish 


Philadelphia, March 12. 

Harry Rigby and Jule Styne, with Alex- 
ander H. Cohen, presentation of musical 
comedy in two acts (20 scenes). Stars 
Nanette Fabray; features Melville Cooper, 
Harold Lang. Stephen Douglas, Helen 
Gallagher, Franklin’ Pangborn, Marie 
Bryant, Sylvia Manon Trio. Book by. Pres- 
ton Sturges, based on “The Good Fairy, 
by Ferenc Molnar; music and lyrics, Hugh 
Martin. Staged by John C. Wilson; dances 
and musical ensembles, Gower Champion; 
settings and costumes, Raoul Pene du 
Bois; musical direction. Milton Rosen- 
stock; vocal arrangements, Martin; or- 
chestrations, Phil Lang, Allan Small; 
vocal direction, Buster Davis; dance mu- 
sic arrangements, Richard Pribor. At 
Shubert, Phila., March 12, °51. 
Dr. Didier Eda Heineman 


seteeerereeseeees 


just a flavor. 

The dance department, presided 
over by Gower Champion, is defi- 
nitely on the credit side, with the 
Sylvia Manon Trio giving note- 
worthy account of themselves. 

Raoul Pene du Bois has done a 
really class job on the settings and 
costumes, which are definitely a 
major factor in the show’s possible 
_— success. Those and the dance 


g. 

John C. Wilson’s overall staging 
is, as usual, artistic and tasteful, 
and possibly after he huddles with 
Sturges with an assist from Martin 
in the shape of another song out- 
stander, “Make a Wish” may have 
what it takes. Right now, the phy- 
sical side of the presentation, the 
talented (and very goodlookihg) 





Dr. France] ...ccccccccccoess: -Phil Leeds 
RICKY... cccccecccvcccteses ...Harold Lang 
Poupette...cccccccceccess Helen Gallagher 
FJamette..cccrccccccacccces Nanette Fabray 
VEGGOR .ctccccocceceseceeeess Le Roi Operti 
pI err rr rr Mary Finney 
Mr. Labiche....ccccce: Franklin Pangborn 
Show Girl... ccccoccceces: Carol Hendricks 
PN oo c'b600eedcceseen ee David Vogel 
Policeman, ...ceccccccscccsccces Phil Leeds 
Marie Bryant... ccccccesessevsecces Herself ! 
Paul Dumont........... Stephen Douglass | 
I. conn. s 06 40aeea cbs Elsa Freed 
Accordion Player..........-.Buster Davis 
Marius Frigot........... Melville Cooper 
PE ic ebndgacaste bearers Edward Gombos 
PII 0 0: 5:0.00 6 00dcteeeedes Dean Campbell 
Old Gentlemen........+.- George Spelvin 


Sales Manager Howard Wendell 

Singers, dancers: Mary Harmon, Carol 
Hendricks, Anne Humphrey, Janie Jan- 
vier, Beverly McFadden. Ellen Martin, 
Claire Mitchell, Peggy O’Hara, Rica Owen, 
Dean Campbell, Robert Davis, Edward 
Gombos, David Huenergardt, Douglas 
Luther, Don McKay, Michael Mason, Rob- 
ert Shaver. David Vogel, Aleen Buchanan, 
Lynn Joelson, Margaret Jeanne. Lida 
Koehring, Carol Lee, Charlotte Ray, Sue 
Scott, Thelma Tadlock, Norma Thornton, 
Gene Bayliss, Dick Crowley, Ray Dorian, 
John Laverty, Jack Purcell, Richard Reed, 
Kenneth Urmston, Ken Whelan, Ernie 
Preston. “a 


se eeeeesees 





There is a lot of sterling mate- 
rial scattered about in “Make a 
Wish,” musical version of Ferenc 
Molnar’s comedy of the ’'20s which 
served as a successful vehicle for 


an easy task, but rather a herculean 
one, to whip it into such shape that, 


U. S. and Canada, with one stop-| will be able to stack up against 
off to pack away a Pulitzer Prize in| “Guys and Dolls,” “Out of This 


t ‘Green Pastures’) World,” “Call Me Madame” and 
is back on the main stem. Rehash | other top-flight Broadway musicals. 


trip is announced as for a ‘limited Seadusinn fom of Maree Bish 
engagement,’ which can mean any- | Jule Styne me pre voi f Gehan 
lenate mania | had what seemed like a right smart 
kimo’s night. . idea in getting Preston Sturges to 
‘It somehow fails to click,’ wrote | write the book from the Molnar 





Clurman, with handsome scenery | yet they let him get away with it. 


designed by Howard Bay and ap-| 


Anna Hilt Johnstone. 
Although Miss Hellman’s plays | 


; always have something to say and | 


entirely clear. And _ while the | 
drama is steadily absorbing and 
occasionally moving, it is not en- 
tirely satisfying. The author has, 
therefore failed in what which she 
has tried to do. 

“Garden” is a play without a 
central character, but with at least 
a half-a-dozen leading characters: 
no focal story or theme, but a 
number of eaually important plots 
and ideas. There are several ef- 
fective scenes, but the drama 
winds up with only a general im- 
pression or feeling-rather than a 
conclusive meaning or point. And 


acter to capture the imagination— 
in other words no single person to 





root for—the show lacks emotional 
imvact. 

The locale of the piece is an old, 
and slightly run-down mansion in 


| some comments 


But} a small resort town on the Gulf |/ast week much the same as it had | 
though she is visually just about! coast near New Orleans. Various | left it in the fall of ’31, with almost | 


‘Artistic success that gives little | 


riately decorative costumes by | promise of attaining commercial | 


prosperity,’ chirped a VARIETY 
mugg, who didn’t seem to know 
the difference between a. master- 





“Garden” is obviously the expres- | piece and a restaurant bit—and the | musical is not as saucy or as | 
sion of a theme or philosophy vital | resultant uproar sounded like the| piquant as the Hayes straight 


to her, what it says cannot be put'topmounter in a perch act had/| 
into a single sentence and is not} fallen. 


On the other hand, there were 
from other parties. 
Such as: 


‘The divine comedy of the mod- 
ern theatre,’ J. Brooks Atkinson. 

‘A divine comedy in blackface,’ 
Robert Garland. ‘ 

‘One of the finest things that the | 
theatre of our generation has seen,’ | 
the World. 

And, as recently as last week, ‘A 
quasi-religious, semi-public U. S. 
institution,’ Time magazine. 

As to which faction was right, 
history will show. Five years, and 
going into the sixth, is too short a 
time in which to tell whether this | 
‘Shuffle Along of 1930-31-32-33-34- | 
35’ will be a hit or a flop. Mean- 
while, one guy has been caught off | 
second base. 

‘Pastures’ returned to Broadway | 





ing almost young enough to be the | nearly all in their 40’s, have re-| 


Verona teenager, Miss de Havil- 
land apparently lacks either the. 


temperament or technical resource }+ 


it demands. Instead of the hot-, 
blooded, rashly romantic girl who | 
flings herself at an impetuous | 
youth at first meeting and secretly | 
marries him next day, she suggests | 
rather a young ladies’ finishing 
school graduate. | 

Her reading of the Shakespeare , 
verse tends to be sing-song, only 
occasionally giving clarity and ex- 
pressive cadence to the 


balt’s death and Romeo’s banish- 


ment, her performance acquires | 


more depth. And although it never 





turned for a summer vacation, 
with the idea of recavturing some- 
thing of their youth. Nearly all are 
ineffectual and reluctant to face 
their own inadequacies. But in 
that catalytic atmosphere their re- 
lationships and to some _ extent 
their lives are clarified, and at the 
end they are more self-understand- 


jing and perhaps wiser, if not hap- 


pier. 
In somewhat discursive fashion, 


| Miss Hellman is apparently stress- : : A 
lines. ing the need of facing reality, of | —aS8_Al Smith said when he kicked 
Throughout the long first act her; knowing and understanding one’s 4 hole in his latest Decca—to ‘look 
characterization in confined to mere! self, and perhaps of making the at the record’: 

swectness, but at the news of Ty-| 


necessary compromises that in- 


volves in relations with others. She | “A 10-week stay should be suffi- 


expresses approval of seriousness 


; | and humor, and adds that earnest- 
reveals quite the dimension andj ness is the antithesis of both. And | 900, 


range the part requires, her play-| in a clearly expressed speech near | boxoffice ability’ —VarieETy.) 


ing thereafter has eagerness andthe close she emphasizes that our 


resolution. 

With a few exceptions, the sur- 
rounding company is also disap- 
pointing. Douglas Watson, as Ro- 
meo, tends to posture and chant. 
Jack Hawkins, a London import, 
is uneven but personable and per- 
Suasive in the juicy role of Mer- 
cutio. He’s already familiar via 


British films and looks like a bet | 


for Hollywood. Evelyn Varden reg- 
isters solidly, as usual, with an ar- 
ticulate, versatile portrayal of the 
Nurse. William Smithers is con- 
’ winding -ins the single-tone part of 
q. 35 «4,' od UY oe t¢ - 


| lives are measured not 
; 


in one 
grand deed we may hope for or 
| even achieve, but in the endless 
| day-to-day events and actions of 
our ordinary existence. 

| Perhaps the outstanding per- 
formances in this unusually glit- 
| tering cast are given by Fredric 
| March as a shallow, self-indulgent 
, Portrait painter with an incurable 
, itch to interfere in everyone's af- 
fairs and perhaps do a little phil- 
andering in the process, an 
Florence Eldridge, as a_ futile, 

: 1 (Continued on page 52). . 
’ -¥ a4, ‘ ee @ @ 





vee 





| 


| 


| 


a star of Richard B. Harrison, but 
this sterling actor has more than 
returned the compliment of deliv- 


ering six solid years of fine per-' festly in need of bolstering. Sev- rection fails 


formances. There have been some 
changes in the all-colored’ troupe, 
but it has held together remark- 
ably well. Since reopening in New | 
York, Harrison has suffered a heart 
attack and is at present out of the 
show for the first time, although | 
he played the opening. 

To see what the cast and show 
have accomplished, it may be best 





five-year run and still going. 


cient’.—VAarRIETY.) 
Total approximate gross of $3,- 
000. (Dreadfully lacking in 


Profit estimated around $500,000. 
(‘Author probably will be praised 
more than he is paid’.—VanrIeTy.) 

But a mugg is a mugg, and, de- 
spite a lapse of six years, the opin- 
ion still goes—artistic success, but 
b.o.? “No. 

Looks like a limited engagement 
—limited to 25 years. Bige. 





_Fred Thomas, baritone making 
his New York concert debut Sun- 








by |and “Call Me Mister.” besides do- 


day (18), played in “Show Boat” 














| Mil Playhous@s. Gi. 


a) 


New York dramatic critic upon | origina). 


| which 


;of a number in 
ing summer stock with the rt au | 


Sturges, who established | 
reputation in Hollwood, is | 
famed for his deft sex touches | 
in such stage plays as “Strictly 
Dishonorable.” ‘Make a Wish,” 

- here tonight (12), 
at the Shubert, has definitely sexy 
overtones but, oddly enough, the 


comedy. 


That’s a shame, because Nanette 
Fabray, playing the Hayes role and 
winning her first sole stellar bill- 
ing, does a grand job. As the (in 
the begeenine) demure little orphan 
girl whe slips away from her class 
and teacher while they are sight- 
seeing in a Paris museum, and has 
quite a gay time for herself, Miss 
Fabray fullfills all the promise her 
previous appearances here have 
suggested. From her first scene 
when she is taught hoofing by a 
sympathetic showgirl- (Helen Gal- 
lagher) all the way through her 
experiences with an assortment of 
two-legged wolves, to say nothing 
of a poor but strictly honorable 
lawyer, Miss Fabray doesn’t falter. 

The arrangement of her song 
numbers seems a little odd, as she | 
has three of her best during the 
last half-hour of a show that ran to | 
11:25 at the opening. These three in- | 
clude “I Wanna Be Good 'n Bad,” | 
originally right up at the begin- 
—. And “Janette” and “Over and 

ver.” 


Hugh 








t 


Martin’s score is mani- 


eral numbers that don’t get much | 
of anywhere when first delivered as | 
vocals, eventually click more! 
strongly as chorus numbers. In) 
this reapect, “Make a Wish” tends | 
to the older school, as*there is only | 
one number that might be classed 
as a ballet. It’s a comedy affair 
called “The Sale,” which comes 
also late in Act 2, and is a pippin. 


Harold Lang and Helen Gal- 
lagher, as juvenile and ingenue, 
have several of the show’s breezier 
numbers, including “Suits Me 
Fine,” “Who Gives a Sou,” first 
done by Stephen Douglass, the ro- 
mantic lead, “That Face” and “I’ll 
Never Make a Frenchman Out of 
You.” Score impresses as roughly 


serviceable but certainly not distin- | A 


cee. any more than the book of 


turges is as vivacious or efferves-| E 


cent as might have been expected. 

Comedy is in the hands of Frank- |’ 
lin Panghorn and Melville Cooper, 
latter billed second to Miss Fabray. 
They have their moments, both of 
them, but their material is often 
forced. Cooper has an amusing 
comedy song, “She’s Not in a Class 
With. You,” in Act 2 which clicks 
neatly, although very reminiscent 
“Out of This 
World.” In fact, in atmosphere. 
and musical favor, this has a Cole’ 


i ‘ 





chorus and the talent and beauty 


|of the star, Miss Fabray, are its 


only outstanding assets. Waters. 


Let Me Hear the Melody 
Wilmington, March 9. 


Harold Clurman and Walter Fried pres- 
entation of comedy-drama in three acts, 
by S. N. Behrman. Stars Melvyn Douglas, 
Anthony Quinn. Staged by Burgess Mere- 
dith; settings and lighting, Ben Edwards. 
At the Playhouse, Wilmington, March 9, 
ag $3.60 top. 


S060. 4 506 60 4:60:00$6 60006 c05 Mary Welch 
Sayre Nolan....ceccreces Melvyn Douglas 
Esme Smith....cccsceoee: Cloris Leachman 
MEI 035k 5 05400600 46 88 Evelyn Davis 
Vincent Bendix.......+..... Mike Kellin 
Te TRRCOORS. .. ccccceces Morris Carnovsky 
Alvin Connors........... Anthony Quinn 
Manny Korvin....... J. Edward Bromberg 





S. N. Behrman’s new play is a 
disappointment. A good cast, some 
clever dialog and a class produc- 
tion are on the credit side, but a 
jumbled, complicated plot and the 
dull stretches are a formidable 
barrier to boxoffice success, Play 
is being rewritten, however, and it 
is possible ‘“‘Melody” will be more 
in tune by the time it hits Broad- 
way. . 

The plot centers around a con- 
fused novelist in Hollywood, the 
character being a reasonable fac- 
simile of the late F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald. He falls in love with a 
star who tries to get him as the 
writer of her film about Pauline 
Bonaparte. Her director, hereto- 


, fore the big man in her love life, 


completes the triangle. In the sec- 
ond act the play comes alive. lf 
the lethargic first act and the 
sleep-walking third could match 
the middle stanza the outlook 
would be more cheerful. 

Behrman has plenty to say and 
is at his best in his barbed wire 


| satire of Hollywood foibles. He is 


less successful in bringing out the 
emotional upheavals in the lives of 
his main characters. And the end- 
ing is apt to leave an audience 
wondering what it’s all about- 
Much ado is made of a song, 
“Heigh-Ho,” an unpublished George 
Gershwin number, but while pleas- 
ant enough, it doesn’t rate the 
prominence given it here. 

Melvyn Douglas is excellent as 
the novelist, underplaying the role 
for telling effect and getting 
across inner conflicts of the part. 


The film star role is in the capable 


hands of Cloris Leachman, who not 
only looks the part but handles her 
dramatic scenes with skill. Anthony 
Quinn is forceful as the director 
living by the law of the jungle. 
Mike Kellin impresses as the 


, composer who grinds out tunes, as- 


sembly line fashion, for the Holly- 
wood mills. Two neat characteriza- 
tions are turned in by Morris 
Carnovsky, the “only Hollywood 
producer without ulcers,” and J. 
Edward Bromberg, a disillusioned 
writer who has Behrman’s wittiest 
lines. 
Burgess Meredith’s uneven di- 
to overcome the 
static quality of some of the scenes. 
Ben Edwards’ two settings, a Hol- 
lywood sound stage and the film 
star’s home, are in excellent taste, 
while his lighting effects, espe- 
ciatiy in the first act, are top 
drawer. Klep. 


“Ecole des Femmes 
Montreal, March 10. 


American National Theatre & Academy 
Presentation of Louis Jouvet production 
of Moliere’s comedy in five acts. Directed 
by Jouvet: settings and costumes, Chris- 
tian Berard; incidental music, Vittoria Ri- 
eti. At His Majesty’s, Montreal, March 7, 





51; $3.50 top. 
ey ee eececcsceeses. dean Richard 
Arnolphe........ccccocees+.- Louis Jouvet 
ME VERIOOs 006.060 050000600 00 Leo Lapara 
Alain ..... eee er _..Fernand-Rene 
Georgette..... Te ee Monique Melinand 
Ms &9'0 6000060406 Dominigue Blanchard 
Le Notaire............. Michel Etcheverry 
<< See de Notaire.... ye -Rene Besson 
Wes creccccdecvsoes .Georges Riquier 
Oronte $0.06000.00060006%060%% Pierre Renoir 





Barely have Montreal audiences 
had the opportunity of witnessing 
such a theatrical tour de force as 
Louis Jouvet’s French language 
production of Moliere’s “L’Ecole 
des Femmes,” from his Athenee 
playhouse in Paris. The play con- 
cludes a four-day engagement at 
His Majesty’s Sunday night (11) 
moving on to the Capitol, Quebec, 

(Continued on page 52). > 
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‘Pastures’ 944G, Horton $7,300, Philly: 


Crix OK ‘Melody,’ Mixed on ‘Wish’ 


Philadelphia, March 13. 


St. Louis, March 13. 
“The Guardsman,” with Jeanette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond 
starred, wound a one - week 








As of last night (Mon.), Philly 
began a parade of legit tryouts 
which promises to continue the 
rest of this month and most of 
April. Last night’s two openings 
were “Make a Wish,” musical edi- 
tion of “Good Fairy,” with Nanette 
Fabray starred, and “Let Me Hear 
the Melody,” new comedy about 
Hollywood, by S. N. Behrman. 
“Wish” will stay three weeks. 
“Melody” had a Wilmington break- 


stand at the American here Satur- 
day (10) with a neat b.o. score de- 


WEST-‘LIL’ MILD $19,000 7 Bet | rain the ae -~. 
AS FLU FLATTENS L.A $3.05 m_ Seciececanens 


* grossed just over $25,000. Reviews 
Los Angeles, March 13. | were lavish for the cast and piece. 
Flu kept local legit at a bare; House is dark currently, but re- 
|Subsistance level last week as) lights next Monday (19) with a 
| 25% of the city’s population was one-week engagement of “It’s a 
| reported bedded. Great Day,” wheelchair revue. 
Town topper was Mae West’s| 
“Diamond Lil,” which squeaked 











‘Guardsman’ Sock $25,000, B’way Spotty, But Generally Better; 


Rave Reviews in St. L. 


‘Moon’ Capacity $9,500 in First 4, 
‘Garden’ $16,200 in 5, Musicals Up 


Business was spotty on Broadway, 196). Nearly $13,700 (previous 
|last week, but the overall trend, week, $11,300); closing Saturday 
| was sharply up. In general, the| night (17), to tour; “Let Me Hear 
musicals improved, but some/the Melody” due here March 27. 
straight plays skidded, while others; «<jgoon Is Blue,” Miller (1st wk) 
climbed, particularly the hits near- | (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Opened 
| ing the end of long runs. | Thursday night (8) to unanimously 
| Attendance was brisk the first; bullish reviews; first four perform- 
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received by the daily critics, and | although th maintained the faster pace. The| «Qyt of This World,” Centur 
“Wish” got mixed reviews’ and gi genes Mag = he afer capacity entries continued to be! (12th wk) (MC-$6; 1.645; $49,191). 


may extend its pre-Broadway tour | mark. “Guys and Dolls.” “South Pacific,” | Ajmost $40,900 (previous week, 


“Square Needle,” hi | «s so as : 
for major revisions. oe te Se tee Go Gees a . ‘ Call Me Madam.” “Affairs | of | $40,000). 

“Gramercy Ghost” begins a two Palmas, tally being just enough to er 0 rts (State, Bell, Book and Candle” | «Romeo and Juliet,” Broadhurst 
weeks’ tryout at the Locust next show an operating profit, and will | and “Twentieth Century. | (1st wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,160; $29,- 
Monday (19) and subsequent pre-| hold another three frames. | The total gross for all 25 | 500). Opened Saturday ‘night (10) 
Broadway bookings include “Tree| “The Great Man,” which re-| , St. Paul, March 13. shows last week was $603,200, (to five positive notices (Atkinson 
Grows in Brooklyn,” “Angels Kiss | kindled the Century last Tuesday ,, Neither rain, nor sleet, snow,| or 80% of capacity. The pre- | Times: Coleman, Mirror: Hawkins, 
Me,” “Man Who Corrupted Hadley- | (6) snagged a mild $3,000 in five Dlizzard or below-zero weather; vious week’s corrected total for , ; : 


in, but is now playing two tryout | through its fi se. | e. | part of the week, but then tapered| ances grossed about $9,500, plus 
weeks here. Show was favorably | oa It a Rang Bt dyad omnes Fonda $34 AK) Split | off at some shows, while others | $3,900 from two previews. 
week was just over the break-even | ’ , 


— FF — Ss = 


burg,” ‘“Flahooley” and “The 
Guardsman.” ; 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Green Pastures,” Forrest (2d 
wk) (1,760; $3.90). Biz for two 
weeks’ engagement prior to Broad- 
way brutal, despite rave notices; 
sad $9,500 finalé. , 
“Springtime for Henry,” Locust 
(single wk) (1,580; $3.90). Revival 





|days and continues through this 
| week. 


| | 


SP.$51,300 Again; 


‘Stcar Opens, Chi 











keeps people away from Henry 
Fonda in “Mister Roberts.” In a 
split-week between Madison, Wis., 


and St. Paul the show grossed | 
$34,400 in eight performances last | 
week. Take in the U. of Wisconsin | 
town Monday through Thursday | 


(5-8) was $18,000. At the 2,000- 


seat Auditorium here last Friday | 


ang Saturday (9-10) the play drew 


24 shows was $531,600, or 72% 
of capacity. 


Of the new entries, “Moon Is 
Blue” received strong boxoffice no- 
tices and went clean its first four 
‘regular performances, with numer- 
ous theatre party bookings a posi- 
tive factor for the first few weeks, 
while “Autumn Garden” and “Ro- 
/meo and Juliet” drew mixed re- 





World-Telegram & Sun; McClain, 
Journal-American; Pollock, Com- 
pass), two pans (Guernsey, Herald 
| Tribune; Chapman, News) and one 
yes-and-no (Watts, Post); premiere 
| grossed about $7,000, plus $8,200 
| for three previews. 


! 


| “Rose Tattoo,” (Beck) (6th wk) 
| (D-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). Nearly 
| $24,200 (previous week, $24,300). 





| 
with Edward Everett Horton got a $16,400 in three performances. | yj d learly indicated| “Season in the Sun,” Cort (24th 
modest $7,300, in spite of nies re- Fonda’s_ throat ailment, which | juedaeate, “This ‘ week's. pees eta wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Al- 
views. Chicago, March 13 forced him to miss several per- are “Springtime for Henry” and|™Most $15,300 (previous week, 
Only show here for the maior formances the previous weeks in “Green Pastures.” Last week’s | $16,200). 
part of the week, “South Pacific” >’: Luis, has almost fully cleared. | closings were “Where's Charley?”| “Second Threshold,” Morosco 


King’ SRO $36,500, 
Sole Hub Entry 


Boston, March 13. 

Completely sold out in advance, 
“King and I” at the 1,750-seat 
Shubert pulled a great $36.500 for 
five days of first week. House is 
scaled at $6 top Friday and Sat- 
urday. Only other legit activity 
this stanza are the American 
preem of Hermione Gingold .in 
“It’s About Time” at Brattle the- 
ater, Cambridge, tomorrow night 
(Wed.) and two-night stand 
Thursday and Friday (15-16) of 
Louis Jouvet in “L’Ecole des Fem- 


; ris ($3.80; 1,000). Opened Satur- 


| was joined Saturday (10) by a! 
‘company of “Streetcar Named De- 
| sire” at the Harris. Engagement 
| is a repeat for the play, which had 
_a 23-week run here two years ago. | 
| It has a top of $3.10 for weekdays | 
and $3.80 weekends. 

“Peter Pan” arrives March 27 
| through April 14 and the Metro- 
politan Opera has a_ three-day 
stand May 10-12. Both at the’! 
Civic Opera House. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“South Pacific,’ Shubert (17th 
wk) ($5; 2,100). Still going elean 
every week at $51,300. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 


day (10) to a three-two adverse 
press and drew $4,100 for its first | 
two nights. 





“Roberts” opened here the same 
night as the “Ice Capades” in the 
Auditorium’s arena section... The 
public defied America’s worst 
climate to pack both events and 
both were well received by the 
critics. Skating show’s stand ends 
tomorrow night (Wed.). 


Tod Andrews Co. $21,000 
Tulsa, March 13. 

Tod. Andrews company of ‘“‘Mister 
Roberts” grossed almost $21,000 
last week in a seven-performance 
split between the Robinson -audi- 
torium, Little Rock, and the Con- 
vention Hall here. 

Production is dividing the cur- 
rent week between Hutchinson, 





City. 





Kans., and the Home, Oklahoma | 


|and “High Ground,” with “Lady’s 


| Not for Burning,” ‘Members of the | 
| Wedding” and “Mary Rose” due to | 000) 


| exit this week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic ,igures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 


| (25th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
Over capacity at all times again; 
$27,100. 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
(8th wk) (D-$4.80; 766; $20,365). 


“Affairs of State,” Music Box 


(10th wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $24,300). 
About $9,600 (previous week, $12,- 


“South Pacific,” Majestic (99th 
wk) (MD-$6; 1,659; $50,186). The 
attendance limit at all times, as 
always; $50,800. 

“Twentieth Century,” Fulton 
(llth wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Over capacity all performances; 
$23,500 again. 

“Where’s Charley?” Broadway 
(6th wk) (MC-$4.80; 1,900; $49,000). 
About $40,000 (previous week, $34.- 
900); return engagement closed 
Saturday night (10) after 56 per- 
formances, to tour. 


Openings This Week 
“Green Pastures,” Broadway 
(MD-$4.80; 1,900; $49,000). Revival 
of the Marc Connelly Biblical play, 





Is . ‘ presented by the Wigreen Co. 
mes” at the Colonial. ‘ ’ Fonda Makes Good Under $8,000 (previous week, | (estate of Dwight Deere Wiman) 
cont te ae My bo Lai JOU VET ECOLE $26,500 Omaha, March 13. _| $6,900). in association with Harry Fromkes: 


ding” skedded for the Colonial for 
a four weeker, opening March 26. 


‘Holiday’ $4,500, Atlanta; 
Penthouse Season Winds 


; Atlanta, March 13. 

Philip Barry’s comedy, ‘“Holi- 
day,” starring screen actress Mar- 
jorie Reynolds, did a satisfactory 
$4,500 in a six-day, seven-show en- 
gagement at Atlanta’s Penthouse 
theatre atop Ansley hotel. 

Current at the Penthouse is 
F. Hugh Herbert’s “For Love Or 
Money,” which opened Monday 
(12) with John Loder and Claire 
Luce. Pair came here from Bir- 
mingham, where they starred in 
the Herbert comedy, which marked 
Miss Luce’s baptism in roun 
theatre. 

_ Penthouse management has de- 
cided to curtail its L peseent season 
end of this week. Main reason for 
this decision is the fact that two of 
Ansley hotel’s elevators are being 
rebuilt, vee only two lifts for 
both hotel and Penthouse traffic. 
Customers complain that it takes 
too long to get up to theatre due 
to jam at curtain time and also 
chaff at delay in getting down. 

Meanwhile, the Birmingham 
round theatre (not connected with 
the Penthouse except for friendly 
tieup on bookings) opened Monday 

(12) with Tom Drake starring in 

John Loves Mary,” to be followed 
by Miss Reynolds in “Holiday.” 








d| Lanza Gets $9,200, Cincy; 


IN SRO SIX AT MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 13. 

Louis Jouvet, with his acting 
company from the Athenee theatre 
in Paris, drew standees at all six 
performances Wednesday-through- 
Sunday (7-11) in Moliere’s “L’Ecole 
des Femmes,” at His Majesty’s 
here. Gross was about $26,500 at 
a $3.60 top ($4.20 opening). Per- 
formance was in the original. 
French. 

Troupe plays a single perform- 
ance tonight (Tues.) at the Capital, 
Quebec, then goes te Boston for 
two shows Thurs and Friday 
(15-16) at the Colonial, prior to a 
limited run March 18-29 at the 
ANTA Playhouse, N. Y. 





SRO Week in Advance 


Columbus, O., March 13. 

Mario Lanza continued his smash 
tour with a capacity concert at 
Memorial Hall here Saturday (10) 
for a gross of $9,200. House was 
sold out a week in advance. Film 
star appeared here under auspices 
of Hast & Amend, local concert 
bookers. 

Ted Mack amateur hour played 
to a crowd of more than 5,000 last 
Thursday *8) in the fair grounds 
Coliseum, with 4,500 paid admis- 
sions. Proceeds went to the Ohio 
State U. development fund for 
cancer research and scholarships, 
with expense check picked up by 











Local boy is all set to make good 
here next Monday-Wednesday (19- 
21), according to advance boxoffice 
indications for Henry Fonda’s ap- 
pearance at the Omaha in “Mister 
Roberts.” All three evening per- 
formances are already sold out and 
only a few seats are left for the 
Wednesday matinee. Top will be 
$4,20 in the 2,100-seat house. 

In antiipation of this engage- 
ment, Fonda arranged tbout two 
years ago that the regular touring 
company of “Roberts” should not 
~~ Omaha, so that when he final- 
y got around to going on the road 
he could star in the play before his 
home-towners. 


$30,000 Advance in Denver 


Denver, March 13. 

Henry Fonda, scheduled to play 
three evening shows and a matinee 
April 2-4 at the Auditorium here, 
is already a near-sellout for the 
stand. With the sale now nearly 
$30,000, it's figured an _ extra 
matinee will have to be scheduled. 








Extend Des Moines 
Des Moines, March 13. 

Advance sale for “Mister Rob- 
erts,” starring Henry Fonda, has 
been so heavy that the two-day 
stand has been expanded one day 
so the play will open March 22 at 
the 4,200-seat KR e 
tinuing March 23 and playing two 
performances March 24. 


Pan’ $33,100, Cincy, 











theater, con- | 


“Autumn Garden,” Coronet (1st 
wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,027; $29,700). 
Opened Wednesday night (7) to 
four favorable notices (Guernsey, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun; 
McClain, Journal-American), three 
unfavorable (Coleman, Mirror; Pol- 
lock, Compass; Watts, Post) and 
one yes-and-no (Atkinson, Times); 
first five performances’ grossed 
$16,200, plus $5,700 from two pre- 
views. 

“Bell, Book arid Candle,” Barry- 
more (17th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,064; 
$28,000). Over capacity at all per- 
formances again; nearly $28,300. 

“Billy Budd,” Biltmore (5th wk) 
(D-$4.80; 920; $22,600). Almost 
$5,600 (previous week, $8,600); 
management plans to continue in- 
definitely. 

“Call Me M:.dam,” Imperial (22d 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). 





| “Country Girl,” Lyceum (18th 
| wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Almost 
$14,300 (previous week, $16,300). 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin (9th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Near- 
ly $19,400 (previous week, $17,- 
500); moves March 26 to the Roy- 
ale; “Tree Grows in Brooklyn” due 
‘here April 19. 
| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
| Ziegfeld (66th wk) (MC-$6; 1,628; 

48,244). Almost $42,000 (previous 
week, $38,500). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(16th wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,- 
904). The attendance limit at all 
shows; $44,400 again. 











| Capacity at all times, nearly $52,- | 
400 | 


opens tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

“Springtime for Henry,’’ Golden 
(C-$4.80; 769; $19,195). Revival of 
the Benn W, Levy play, starring 
Edward Everett Horton, presented 
by Harald Bromley & George 
Brandt, in association with Richard 
Doscher; opens tonight (Wed.), but 
is already slated to move April 2 
to “another” Shubert house. 


Kate’ $33,400, S.F.; 
Tnnocents’ $8,100 


San Francisco, March 13. 


“Kiss Me, Kate” continued along 
in the higher brackets last week, 
chalking up a nice $33,400 for its 
fourth and final stanza at the 1,- 
775-seat Curran at $4.20 top. Cast 
headed by Frances McCann, Rob- 
ert Wright, Mare Platt, Benny 
Baker and Betty George. 

“The innocents” with Sylvia 
Sydney shuttered Saturday (10), 
picking up for its second week to a 
fair $8,100. House was scaled to 
$3.60. 

The Civic Light Opera season 
opens next Monday (19) with 
“Where’s Charley?” with Ray Bol- 
ger, at the Curran. Until then, both 
legit houses remain dark. 


LUNTS GET SRO $27,231 














v John Carradine completed his run : “Happy Time,” Plymouth (59th 
A in “The Winslow Boy” Satur-| Lorillard, Mack sponsor. 4 Matinees **2,(C3420: 21.063: $29,019), Near- | FOR HOUSE RECORD, D.C 
. day (10). “ay Includes atinees iy 19.400 (previous week. $18.600). y UL. 
je Penthouse has set its new start- Behrman’s Melody’ $4,700 . P | “High Ground,” 48th St. (3d wk) Washington, March 13 
le ing dat Sept. 17 her Cincinnati, March 13. | | : a gee Sees oe 
g date as Sept. 17. In Wilmington Tryout (D-$4.80; 925; $22,165). About! a). punt ee hee tae o 
d : Jean Arthur and Boris Karloff $6000 ‘(previous week, $8,000); . unts A... 4%. pF 2 
: ‘Student Prince’ $15,300 Wilmington, March 13. (in “Peter Pan” racked up a strong | cjosed Saturday night after 23 per- eae wiee “I Know My Love” 
. ” 'e., “Let Me Hear the Melody,” the | $33,100 on eight performances in formances at a loss of around W°tS Welrogs sor the first half 
: New St. Pete B.O. Mark new S. N. Behrman play, grossed | four days the last half of last week | g50 090. | ipa dl B thw BJ yin 7 Med 
y St. Petersburg, Fla., March 13. | $4,700 on a three performance try- in the 2,500-seat Taft theatre. Top |" “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (113th Po o-° ‘House is scaled to $4.20 for i 
n Gross of $15,300 "on “Student |out at the 1,223-seat Playhouse was $4.31 at night, $3.08 for) wx) (MC-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Over “Know My Love,” but large part ; 
: Prince,” presented by the St.|here last Friday-Saturday (9-10). | Wednesday, Thursday and Friday | ¢99 490 (previous week, $28.900). "bv seats are sold to Theatre 
Petersburg Operetta last week, set| “Gramercy Ghost,” another try-|matinees, and $3.69 Saturday |" «Lady's Not for Burning,” Royale @ 14° suscribers at the Guild re- 
s a high mark for the 12-week season | out plays the house next Friday- oe stermences were | en ae (C-$4.80; 1,035; a ‘duction, thereby cutting the take. 
g at the local theatre-in-the-round. | Saturday (16-17). Last three pe Over $19,900 (pervious week, $17,-| Gayety went clean for all per- 
s Show needed $10,000 to break sellouts. . aa Pag ol oe Do \formances and the gross would 
e even. “Desert Song” opens a Eq ° ’ ’ , have climbed higher, except for 
’ Sho ‘ ’ moves here March 26. i 
: bey = —— UO riladelp hia Current uty WS Okla.’ $24,300, Buff. “Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse | . a regulation barring 
financier. one of the show’s two (March 12-25) Buffalo, March 13. (1st wk) (D-$3; 924; $19,959). Al- | an 4 of th atimmenitn 
at principal backers, is here this ; “Oklahoma,” back for its ump- | most $18,800; closes next Saturday | “en a o Y toes for serra 
1) week to discuss with producer LIBRARY TREATRE teenth local visit, rang up a satis- night (17); Louis Jouvet's, ue | a rte on the initial: aa. 
Cy Pat Hurley plans for the summer| “Jeavenly Express’ — Lenox factory $24,300 gross last week at des Femmes” opens Sunday nig y 





season in. the .nérth as: well as for 
the next winter season in St. 
Petersburg. 





\Hili Pidyhouse,»N. Y. (35-18). | 
“Wild Duck” — Lenox Hill Play- 


| the Erlanger heres. . ‘ a's 


Rodgers-Hammerstein musical is 


' 
house, N. Y. (22-25). | playing Pittsburgh this week. 


(18) for a limited engagement. 
“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 


« Advance-sake jis.strong fon “!Lady’s 


Not for Burning,” which comes in 


‘pire (61st wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $23,- | next Monday (19). 





, out. 
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‘L°Eeole des Femmes | 
for one performance Tuesday, 
night (13) and then to the Colonial, | 
Boston, for two performances) 
Thursday and Friday (15-16) be- 
fore opening next Sunday (18) at. 
the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y 


Although Montrealers are by 
no means unfamiliar with the 
works of Moliere, principally | 
through the medium of Father 


Emile Legault’s Les Compagnons, 
who have an impressive record of 
Moliere offerings in the grand | 
manner, the general polish, overall 
showmanship and the _ definite 
feeling that Jouvet is playing this 
exactly as Moliere intended, make 
this an artistic and boxoffice 
triumph. 

In. comparison to the contem- 
porary theatre, Jouvet's approach 
to Moliere’s farce may scem too 
broad and the idea of a man be-'| 
ing old at 42 in this day and age 
almost ridiculous, particularly the 
shaky, asthmatic treatment Jouvet 
gives to the caaracter of Arnolphe. | 
But evaluating the conception as. 
an honest interpretation of the) 
17th century when this was writ- 
ten, the upstaging, scene-stealing 
and over-playing of Jouvet as com- 
pared to most of the others on 
stage seems logical at all times. 

Dominating the entire offering 
is the magnificent set of the late, 
Christian Berard. Combining both | 
the street scenes and the garden 
into one, Berard has ingeniously 
used a triangular form, the peak of 
which comes down stage to within 
a few feet of the footlights. As, 
such, this is the street and when 
the triangle opens and the high 
walls move to each side you have! 
a typical French garden with the 
stylized fruit trees on the wall and | 
the ornamental rose bushes. Cen- 
ter stage at the back is the house 
and the balconies which play an 
important part in the lover's an-} 
tics. Climaxing this set are five | 
candelabras burning real candles. | 

As presented, “L’Ecole’ des | 
Femmes” runs the first three acts | 


together in one 70-minute session, | 


and the remaining two acts take | 


~ Plays Out of Town 


Continued from page 50 


, musical concert. 


‘always to good effects. 
Lion’s share of the dialogue falls | 
Latter , 


the four readers walked off the 
barren stage covered with individ- 
ual glory. 

Laughton sets pace for presenta- 
tion with a deliberately informal 
and surprisingly coy introduction. 








'Though a boyishly gay, almost shy 


Laughton seems hardly in charac- 
ter for the Capt. Bligh of the films, 
the star carries it off well. His 


_ warmup stint is a cannily conceived 


one, arousing interest and sym- 
pathy at the same time. 


Format of the readings is a con- | 


versation piece in itself. Stage 
“set” consists of four mikes placed 


in front of as many high stools and 
Laughton’s 


music stands. After 
curtain-raiser, the troupe, elegant- 


‘ly attired in dinner clothes, walk 


on sans individual billing, each 


| carrying a thick script designed to 


strike terror in the hearts of the 
restless. Fortunately, the bound 
scripts prove to be mere window 
dressing. The stars know their 
lines fluently, using the books 
merely as props. 

Readings impress as a_ cross 
between a radio broadcast and a 
Generally, they 
are handled straight, in the manner 


of the conventional speech class. | 
Between speeches, each member | 
‘of troupe relaxes atop his high} 
stool, Miss Moorehead alone 1m-| 
proves her idle moments with a} 
| bit of 


“hamming,” 
priate background gestures, 


some appro- 
etc. 


' Miking was well handled, without | 


too much obvious hugging and 


to Laughton and Boyer. 
seems particularly standout as the 
romantic Don Juan, giving his lines | 
an interpretation not usually as-, 


' sociated with the Spanish hero. | 


Occasionally, the Boyer accent gets 
in the way of clarity, but despite 
this, Boyer proves to be evening’s 
show stopper in a long, impas- | 


livered. 


| Hamerdasher..... 


course, is really something to 
| worry about. 

| It all adds up to a breakdown 
for Dekker. During his illness he 
has a nightmare—a macabre dream 
fro agrees complete with coffin and 
huge candelabra—during which he 
‘learns he has no friends. He re- 
| solves to mend his ways when he 
| awakens, only to die anyway. 
‘resolved windup leaves several sub- 
| plots dangling. 

| Miss Costello displays sufficient 
‘glamor to make Evans’ romantic in- 
iterest in her entirely believable. 
|Dekker also delivers solidly, and 
‘supporting lineup is sparked by 
iEvans, Larson, Patricia Prest, Carol 
Thurston as Dekker’s secretary; 
| Louise Beavers as the family maid; 
{Byron Foulger as a minister, and 
William E. Green in dual role of 
|medico and cop. Mike. 


Play Abroad 


Kiss Me. Kate 
London, March 8. 


Jack Hylton, in association with Saint 
| Subber and Lemuel Ayers, production of 
' musical comedy in two acts (16 scenes). 
| Music and lyrics, Cole Porter; book, Bella 
‘and Sam Spewack. Directed by Sam Spe- 
| wack. Choreography, Hianva Holm; set- 
tings and costumes, Lemuel Ayers; or- 
chestrations, Robert Russell Bennett. At 
Coliseum, London. 

Fred Graham 
Harry Trevor 
Lois Lane 
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Bill Johnson 
Daniel Wherry 
Julie Wilson 
Serer eee eT Ronon O’Casey 
...eee-Patricia Morison 
Adelaide Hall 
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Ree Otis 6.4 5a ee eee Archie Savage 


Harrison Howell Austin Trevor 
Specialty Dancers Wallace Brothers 
“Taming of Shrew’ Players 
Bianca (Lois Lane) ; Julie: Wilson 
Baptista (Harry Trevor) Daniel Wherry 
Gremio (ist Suitor). Bernard Davies-Rees 
Hortensio (2nd Suitor) ....Frank Lawless 
Lucentio (Bill Calhoun) . Walter Long 
Katharine (Lilli Vanessi) Patricia Morison 
Petrochio (Fred Graham) Bill Johnson 
...+..Michael O’Connor 





The impact made by “Kiss Me, 
Kate” on its London opening left 
no doubt that it will be as big a 


hit here as it is on Broadway. The | 


occasion was a.triumph for all con- 


e& x pee _i cerned. For Jack Hylton, who im- | guileless, 
sioned speech, magnificently de | ported the production from N.Y.,| girl as the basis of a_ boxoffice | etched performances that provided 


Un- | 


pO a OS BaPerevere ere re © Walter Long 
First Man Sh eeeeseeeus es Danny G@een 
ee ee Sidney James 
Stage Doorman ........... Peter Bentley | 





Plays on B’way 


Continued from page 50 jaa 


Autumn Garden 


illv, garrulous matron who rises 
= auenaen of dignity and pathos. 
Ethel Griffies gives another of 


bet teemattseeh dane wsatt te JR, LAMBS PRESENT 
i in t icult Vr 
the artist's Weal ABSORBING ‘STALAG’ 


the artist’s wealthy, Rimes ph 
y rife, a character 
the rere tp by ‘apparently doesn’t! The brainchild of two former in- 
temperamentally quite understand. mates of an internment camp for 
Kent Smith is properly unobtru-, GI's in Austria, Stalag 17” was 
given a forthright, compelling per- 
formance at its only showing Sun- 


sive as a long-neglected grt 

alt he somehow doesnt sug- 

gest a hab day night (11) at the Lambs Club 
‘theatre in New York. The title re- 


gest a habitual drinker. 
eS Se believable fers to the name of the internment 
‘camp. It was an all-Lambs presen- 


‘and at moments touching as a 
- edly romantic spin- - - = ; 
_ “Lorring is quietly tation that by its writing, perform- 
effective as a determined voung 4nce and overall professional pro- 
xpatriot who contrives to get | Jection would ordinarily have com- 
a os to the Continent where she | manded more than casual commer- 
ill feel at home. Colin Keith- | cial interest. As is, only the some- 
|v eS me i what dated background precludes 
| Johnston is plausible as the long-' a. hee an oaks we 
| suffering ex-general with the Helen | Ss being p side e 
Hokinsonish wife, although his; a 
| handling of the climactic scene 1s | " 
| something of a letdown. * There | Junior nee on (Mi 
j; are also acceptable supporting per-" chael Abbott, producer) of drama in two 
'formances by Margaret Barker | acts by Donald, Bevan and Edmund 
| j : ames ‘rzcinski. tage y the authors. De- 
| as a POSSESSIVE ae and Ja me | signed by John Robert Lloyd. Presented 
Lipton as her weak son. for one performance at Edwin Burke 
| “Genden” t¢ & quictly intense, Poe Sao Se we 
| consistently interesting drama that | “cast: Gene Blakely, John O’Hare, John 
| doesn’t quite equal the sum of its | pthes, Charles Bang, Robert Strauss, 
| ; ¥ j oya ano, arry opbins, ober hawe- 
| considerable assets. Hobe. ley, Arthur Walsh, Richard Carlyle, Alan 
—_—_= “ae hel ag ge pcs Tom Middleton, 
| George Hall, Mark Roberts, Norman Mac- 
The Moon Is Blue | Kye, George Crane, James Little. 
| Richard Aldrich & Richard Myers, with | — si 


| Julius Fleischmann, presentation of Otto | 


Preminger production of comedy in three | clubhouse. 











Stewart Chaney’s skyscraper-top 

'and apartment settings look rea- 

sonably authentic and practical. 
Hobe. 

















It’s a one-setter that 
acts (five scenes) by F. Hugh Herbert. | 3 : 
Stars Barbara Bel Geddes. Donald Cook, could be done cheaply. The audi- 


Barry Nelson. Staged by Preminger; set- ence was extremely enthusiastic at 
tings and lighting, Stewart Chaney. At the final curtain. 


| Ses0"tom wwe S cningy) arch & “5% at) Out of their experience, the au- 
| Patty O’Neill........ Barbara Bel Geddes | thors have written a drama that is 
| Donald Gresham eines etnett Barry Nelson | frequently leavened by gutsy hu- 
Ro Rarer Donald Cook’ mor. It has been projected by an 
Mich aR ROpe pie : . : 

| Michael O'Neill Ralph Dunn | assorted group of Lambs who, de- 
| spite limited rehearsals necessi- 
F. Hugh Herbert, who used a'tated by many of them having 
talkative. inquisitive other acting jobs, gave sharply 





Laughton, as a cherubic Lucifer “for Cole Porter. whose lyrics and cleanup in “Kiss and Tell” (which | balance between drama and com- 


gives an impressive exhibition of "| 
enunciation, shading and timing. | 


music captivated the audience, for| he then parlayed into the “Mect | 


Sam and Bella 
fooled around with Shakespeare 


place after the intermission. There | Occasionally a typical Laughton | with delightful effect, and for the 


are little more than light changes | 
to denote the various acts and de- | 
spite the attentive audience on 
opening night, the lengthy first 
session brought out the inevitable 
coughing and seat-shuffling. 
Outstanding in the supporting 
cast is beautiful Dominique 
Blanchar as Agnes, the young girl 
brought up in seclusion by Arnol- 
phe, only to fall in love with a 
younger man. Her performance 
is as subdued as Jouvet’s is ex- 
aggerated and her delicate voice 
and projection should wallop 
American theatregoers. Horace, 
the object of Agnes’ love, is clev- 
erly handled by Jean Richard. 
Fernand-Rene and Monique Mel- 
iand, as Alain and Georgette, ser- 
vants of Arnolphe, sparkle in the: 
comedy moments and Pierre, 
Renoir, as Oronte, and Leo La- 
parda, as Chrysalde, friends “i 





Arnolphe, are excellent. 
Jouvet’s direction maintains a 
fast pace and expert lighting ere-| 
ates proper atmosphere through- 
The Berard costumes are! 
fresh and_ colorful, 
neatly with Balmain’s rather severe | 
gowns for Mile. Blanchard. | 
The Canadian dates are under | 
the joint management of Canadian 
Concerts & Artists and France- | 
Film. Latter company distributes | 
Jouvet’s many films throughout! 
Quebec Province. Newt. 


Don Juan in Hell 
(First Drama Quartette) 
Washington, March 8. 


Paul Gregory presentation of draimatic 
Treading of “Don Juan in Hell,” from 
George Bernard Shaw’s “Man and Super- | 
man.” Stars Charles Boyer. 
Laughton, Cedric Hardwicke, Agnes, 
Moorehead. At Constitution Hall, Wash- | 
ington, March 8, ’51. j 
eS eee . Charles Boyer 
eS er error Charles Laughton 
Donna Anna.......... Agnes Moorehead 
Captain 





mannerism creeps through, but it | 


would be quibbling with an almost | Morison. Bill 


flawless performance to stress this. | 
Agnes Moorehead, regal in coronet | 
and evening dress, speaks clearly | 
and effectively, giving her lines 
the warmth and illusion of reality. | 
Hardwicke, as her military father, | 
has the smallest “role,” but fills | 
this with a wry humor that regis- | 
ters emphatically. 

Ninety minutes of straight talk | 
must have its dull moments, even } 
when this talk is Shaw at his best. | 
Reason for elimination of this act | 
from the normal performance of 
the comedy is obvious in its word- 
iness and lack of action. Present- 
ing it in this format, seems logical. 
The First Drama Quartette rates 
kudos for something that proves | 
to be as good showmanship and 
b.o. as it is novel. Lowe. 


The Great Man 
Hollywood, March 14. 


Sam Baerwitz and Maurice Golden pres- 
entation of comedy-drama in three acts 


. by Harold M. Sherman. Stars Albert Dek- | e : 
contrasting | ker. Dolores Costello, Staged by. Baer- | 52 with a wealth of style and her 


witz: directed by Arthur David Hilton. 
At Century, Hollywood, March 14, °51. 


Guy Everett Douglas Evans 


eee eres ersae 


Jenny Lawton........... Dolores Costello 
JORM LAWton..c.ccccsccss Albert, Dekker 
EE GE, 66 05.06 6600504. Jack Larson 
SORE TAWOO... 0s cccccee. Patricia Prest 


Lelah Washington Louise Beavers 
Anne Taylor.... ....... Carol Thurston 
Dr. Frederick Lambert .William E. Green 


ee 


Me Ts 8 6405 6005 06.6004 Gilbert Frye 
pe SS Co eae Ted Stanhope 
SUG TOWtOR. ..cccccccces: Janet Albers 


Abbie (Bar Man).........-.. Gilbert Frve 
Rev. Scott Perry....... Byron Foulger 
PORMCOMAR ... ...0- 2 cevess. William E. Green 





It’s doubtful if “The Great 


Charles Man” can be salvaged, even with | Scores 


complete rewriting and restaging. 
Outside of a sock comeback by 


‘silent screen star Dolores Costello, 


it has little to offer. Albert Dek- 


Cedric Hardwicke | ker and the rest of the cast are | one 
‘okay, too, but playwright Harold M. | Your Shakespeare,” is another po- 


entire cast headed by Patricia 

Johnson and Julie 
Wilson. 

Down to the last detail, the pro- 
duction came up to expectations. 
The choreography by Hanya Holm 
was as distinguished as it was dis- 
tinctive, and Lemuel Ayers’ set- 
tings and costuming gave added 
color to this scintillating musical. 

For the three American stars, it 
was a memorable occasion. They 
were showstoppers all. Patricia 
Morison held up the proceedings 
on several occasions. First, for 
“So In Love,” and later for her 
brilliant comedy interpretation of 
“I Hate Men.” Bill Johnson. who 
had experienced this sort of thing 
before when he played in “Annie 
Get Your Gun” at the same thea- 
tre, got the same high-powered 
ovation for his solo numbers which 
included “Where is the Life that 
Late I Led?” and “I’ve Come to 
Wive it Wealthily in Padua.” And, 
finally, Julie Wilson with virtually 
the prize number from the show, 
|“Always True to You,” which she 





) own inimitable personality. 

| . The story is handled with great 
| Skill by the whole cast. The play 
| Within: a play idea .comes across 
| with its full subtlety, and Sam 
| Spewack’s shrewd direction of his 
| own piece gives it the polish and 
| zing which appears to be the hall- 
mark of every Broadway musical. 


The cast, chosen with obvious 
| care, 


as the colored maid, has the first 
number in the show, “Another 
O’p’nin,” Another Show” and 
a_versonal hit. Danny 
Green and Sidney James earn full 
credit for their adroit handling of 
the roles of the two men who come 
| to collect a gambling debt. Their 
song number, “Brush Up 





The 3,700 payees who virtually Sherman couldn’t seem to make up | tential winner. Austin Trevor gives 


filled Constitution Hall for this one | his mind whether he was writing a 4 
night stand probably came primari- | melodrama, comedy or fantasy, and , POMpous 


ly out of curiosity, with the added | 


producers Sam _ Baerwitz and 


fine characterization of the 
Harrison Howell, and 
'Dan Wherry, Ronon O’Casey and 


lure of a four-star cast. They left | Maurice Golden have crammed too | Walter Long stand out in subsidi- 


dazzled, if somewhat bewildered, | 
by one of the most fascinating and | 


provocative theatrical demonstra- | 


tions of this or any other season. | bility. 


many rooms of a tycoon’s mansion 
—bedroom, livingroom, bar—into 
one setting for comfort or credi- 
In addition, Arthur David 


Though the real star of this show | Hilton’s direction reflects the inde- 


seem fresh and timely, each of 


= cima 
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biz oddity is Shaw himself, whose Cision of the playwright. 


50-year-old wit and cynicism still | 


Title role, that of an advertising 
| exec who has time for his business 
| but not for his wife and childpen, 
‘is played by Dekker. Miss Costello, 
playing the spouse, takes on a 
- gigolo, Douglas Evans; Jack Lar- 
son, as his son, gets a speeding 
ticket. which hardly seeffs worth 
all the fuss raised over it; and 
Dekker’s older daughter, in the 
person of Janet Albers, has to quit 
college when she hecomes preg- 
nant out of wedlock. Latter,’ of 


|arv roles. 


| Especially worth noting is the 
intricate speciality dance by the 


| Wallace Bros. and the particularly‘ 


| confident way in which all the big 
| production numbers are handled. 


. Myro. 


‘Pan,’ ‘Day’ Set for Det. 


Detroit, March 13. 
| “Peter Pan,” starring Jean Ar- 
,thur and Boris Karloff, opens a 
| five-dav engagement March 20 at 
| Masonic Temple here. It will play 
| three matinees. 

The. Shubert reopens. March 26 
Lwith “It's’ a., Great. Day.” | No 
, bookings Sep in sight for the Cass. 





J ed 
Spewack, who!}Corliss Archer” radio series) and | 


contributed enormously to. 
| the overall success. Adelaide Hall, | 





























y. 
C ; ' While the performances were all 
remunerative royalties in “For fine, there were a couple who could 
Love or Money,” is apparently set be singled out in particular. They 
|to tap the till again with more or were Robert Strauss and Richard 
| less a_carbon of the character in Carlyle. Kohn. 
|““The Moon Is Blue.” If so, he'll | . seme 
ithereby enable co-presenters Al- | oe 
| drich & F ighowe ses Fleisch- E s FI ti 
; mann, and stager Otto Preminger, | ty 
| to make up for their “Four Saelved qui ec ion 
|Are 48” fiasco of earlier this} Continued from page 49 
a5 ll | council, 46 of the 53 eligible mem- 
on ots — a a _ Po 2 bers casting ballots. 
version of ‘Voice o t 

tle” appears to be just ” wehad | However, liberal elements re- 
practically every Broadway man- gard the results of the replacement 
agement has been reading moun-| election as not indicatives of a 
tains of scripts to find. That is, | basic trend in general members 
it’s a small-cast romantic comedy | Sip sentiment. They believe that 
without a shred of seriousness and | Kelly, Miss Markey and Tracy 
absolutely warranted not to make , Were chosen more on their name 
anyone think. That it had two at-| Prominence than because of any 
tractive young leads, one a comely | Known political leanings, and 
ingenue with a Hollywood semi-; Point out that the liberal candi- 
name, is so much gravy. Anyway, | 44tes for the three council vacan- 
first-nighters chortled happily ; cies were all relative unknowns. 
through it and subsequently audi-| Sign of the growing factional 
ences seem likely to follow suit in- ; tension within the union was noted 
definitely, | at last week’s quarterly member- 

_This time; Herbert’s trying but | Ship session, when a heated argu- 
disarming heroine, a tyro teleyi-' Ment arose over a_ recent ap- 
sion actress and occasional model, | Pointment to the Equity staff, 
is picked up_ by a likable young , Which had been approved by the 
architect while sightseeing at the council. Matter was presented as 
Empire State building. After some | involving supposedly . excessive 
tactical maneuvering, they go to union expenses, particularly pay- 
fe ~ side Ra omar for a cock-! roll items, but appeared to have 
Stork Club. aving dinner at a: angles. 

en a rainstorm comes up they 

decide to eat in and while he’ 1 F 

buying the food, a busybody pte Future B way Schedule 
- fen — drops in, stays e . 

or dinner and hangs around later. Louis “L’ 

After some transparently contrived | Yomenae” waNTA senkones — 
misadventures—as the girl spilling | day (18) (touring). : 
catsup on her dress and having to “Let Me Hear the Melody,” Eme 
wear the young man’s dressing | pire, March 27 (trying out). | 
gown, the architect having to go “King and I,” St. James, March 
ot gee 4 ba ges A at an_ in-the- | 29 (trying out). 

wdown wi is just-dis- “Si 

carded fiancee (coincidentally the Author.” ANTR oo oe Poe 
daughter of the kibitzer from up-| “Make a Wish,” Winter Garden, 
stairs) while the interlloper pro- April 5 (trying out) ; 
poses to the girl, and the latter's “It’s About Time,” unspecified 
father suddenly appearing and theatre, week of April 9 (trying 
ee — a hero ea 7 the | out). 

.0. to the eye in pugilistic “ ” fe 
history)—the young couple meet A a ba ae anil teed 
again at the top of the Empire| “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” Al- 
State building next day and decide | vin, April 19 (rehearsing). 
to get married. | “Angels Kiss Me,” unspecified 





With Barbara Bel Geddes and theatre, April 19 (rehearsing) 

po Rene oo ee and . “Man Who Cosresten tadier- 

; ances as the two! burg,” i ri 

leads, this synthetic and trite little | 23. ee 

sketch obviously tickles the roman- N. Y. City Theatre Co., City Cen- 
tic funnybone of most playgoers.| ter, April 25. 

Donald Cook’s mannered playing! “Gramercy Ghost,” unspecified 

theatre, April 26 (trying out). 


of the adhesive neighbor, perhaps 
the busiest performance of the sea- “Getting Married,” ANTA Plays 
house, 7 30. 


son, also convulses the customers, 
and Ralph Dunn is competent in “Courtin’ Time,” unspecified the- 
the brief part of the girl’s one-|atre, week of April (rehearse 
punch porset. ow . haaies ing) YR yy tates 

eminger’s staging seems deftvy! “Flahooley.” unspecified thea- 
paced, but somewhat fussy, and, tre, May 14 ehearsing). 
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Life’s ‘Miracle’ Mail 

Life mag’s recent layout an 
“The Miracle’ drew more letters 
than any other film yarn in recent 
years. Majority of the flood of cor- 
‘espondence of the controversial 
Roberto Rossellini-Anna Magnani 
ie objected to Life’s treatment. 
Mag took pretty much a pro- 
“Miracle” stand, objecting strenu- 
ously to the attempted censorship 
of N. Y. City License Commissioner 
Edward A. McCaffrey. Life went 
to press between the time that Mc- 
Caffrey forced withdrawal of the 
film by the Paris theatre, N. Y., 
and the denunciation of the pic by 
Cardinal Spellman. Thus, the ar- 
ticle made no mention of Spell- 


for half time on one-year contract, 
undetermined though Hynd_ is 
reported wanting out to clear more 
time for TV crime show he is 
producing with John E. Gibbs 
Agency. 





CHATTER 


U. of Chicago’s “Dictionary of | 


Americanisms” 
March 30. 
Arnold L. Haskell’s “How To 


due off presses 





Enjoy Ballet” due from William | 


| Morrow presses March 16. 

| Dan Mannix’s “Step Right Up,” 
story of his life with a carnival, is 
- be published by Harpers March 


John Cowles, of the Cowles | 


man’s remarks—a point to which | Magazines, back from a European 
many of the letter-writers took ex-| trip Sunday (11) on the Queen 
ception, | Mary. 

Mail would have been even! Virgil F. Partch’s collection of 
bigger, Life execs think, except for | cartoons, “Here We Go Again,” to 


the fact that the same issue carried | be published Friday (16) by Duell, | 


a story on modern art. Latter and | Sloan & Pearce. 

religion are the two subjects that; Robert S. Smith, of Time mag’s 
invariably draw most mail. Mag | New York sales staff, named man- 
editors think the modern art story | ager of Time International's Chica- 
drew off some of the letters that! go sales department. 

would have gone to “The Miracle.” | 


Runnerup as a mail-baiter in the 
film department was Life’s apology 
a year or so ago for previously 
having chosen “Joan of Arc’ as 


“Picture of the Week.” Mag oc- | 


casionally runs this type of second- 
guessing. Most of the letter-writ- 
ers viewed the pic from a religious 
angle and objected to the revised 
opinion. 

Incidentally, most consistent 
cause of subscription cancellations, 
according to the weekly analysis 
made by the mag, is the fact that 
it accepts liquor advertising. Most 


|. Edward Z. Holmes, operator of 
| his own detective agency in New 
| York since 1923, is completing a 


| book for boys titled, “How to Be. 


/a Private Detective.” 


| of the Broadway revival of ‘20th 
|Century,” has authored a novel 


| titled “Or Call It Winter” which | 


, Harpers will publish in May. 

| Albert R. Perkins, exec editor of 
Sport and True Detective, both 

magazines of Macfadden Men’s 

|Group, resigned last week after 

\five years with the organization. 

| Jack Lait and Lee *Mortimer’s 


Donald Stephens, cast member . 


on WABD and WPIX, with Time 
mag staffer Frank McNaughton 
giving somewhat longer and more 
frequent observations on WJZ-TV 
(on which Time was bankroller), 
while George Hamilton Combs cov- 
ered for WMGM. 


Video handling was fine from a 


ever, there is room for improve- 
ment in providing the viewer with 


generally based on the concept 
that audience would stick with the 





'Time approach, which 
stills and comment, gave a fuller 
picture, although sometimes these 


tion. With more experience in 


| televising this sort of event, video’s 


| coverage should improve. 


All in all, the broadcasters 
(WPIX, WJZ-TV, WABD, WCBS- 
TV, WNBT on tele and WMGM on 
| radio, with WNBC, WVNJ and ABC 


airing highlights) aired a sock | 


show. TV newscasts reprised 
some of the day’s newsclips on 
their video shows. 


| Theatre TV of Crime 
| Probe Liked by Fans 


Three N. Y. City theatres are 
|carrying television pickups of the 
'Kefauver crime committee hear- 
ings in N. Y. this week, and the 
audience interest has been big. 
Theatres screening segments of the 
| probe include the Fabian’s Fox, 
| Brooklyn; the Century Circuit’s 
'Marine, Brooklyn; and Century's 
Queens in Queens. 
| Indicating the audience interest 
‘is the fact that the Fox Brooklyn, 
!had originally scheduled only 15 
‘minutes of the program Monday 





of the cancellations are mid-west- new tome, “Washington Confiden- | (12). Because audience reaction was 
erners who suddenly discover the | tial,” got a plug in the D. C. House apparently so favorable, however, 
whiskey copy and rise up in wrath. of Representatives and the Con- , the management held the show on 





Hillis Mills’ Shift 
Time senior editor Hillis Mills 


shifts to London in charge of the , 


Time-Life bureau there April 1, 
succeeding Eric Gibbs, now head 
of the Frankfort office. Mills was 
in charge of the mag’s show biz 
sections (pix, stage, 
along with Science, Medicine, Re- 
ligion, People, Milestones and Mis- 


cellany, all of which fall in the} 


same orbit. Ed Cerf, heretofore 
senior ed on National Affairs, will 
take over Mills’ departments. 

Time’s subeditors over pix are 
Lester Bernstein; radio, Robert 
McLaughlin; theatre, Louis Kron- 
enberger, 


Bugs Baer and Bridgeport 

After a third-of-a-century pout, 
the city of Bridgeport, Conn., made 
up officially and ceremoniously 
last week with Arthur (Bugs) Baer 
when the Hearst-syndicated col- 
umnist was honor guest at a Red 
Cross rally, 

The city fathers had _ been 
smouldering under Baer’s aphorism 
which had become a w.k. American 
axiom, to the effect that “After 
you leave New York everything is 
Bridgeport.” In actuality, George 
M. Cohan first fathered the thought 
in a pop song, “After you leave 
New York you’re camping out.” 

When the editor of the Bridge- 
port (Conn.) Herald recently 
phoned Variety, it was stated that 
perhaps more invidious is the 
show biz axiom, ‘The three worst 
weeks in show business are the 
week before Christmas, the week 
before Easter and the week in 
Terre Haute,” but that Indiana 
stand—usually a poor grosser—had 
never complained. In fact Bridge- 
port enjoys a converse reputation 
as a good show town. Incidental- 
ly, showfolk with the successive 
seasons. and more on_ occasion 
Switched the gag to Chillicothe or 
Topeka or Little Rock—fitting the 
phrase to where the b.o. happened 
to be brutal. 








Sammis Up In Macfadden Shakeup 

Rumors of a shakeup at Mac- 
fadden Publications, current since 
Harold A. Wise, representing group 
of stoekholders that recently ac- 
quired working control of the com- 
pany, became president, now being 
officially verified. Ernest V. Heyn, 
V.p. and editor-in-chief of the Mac- 
fadden stable of mags, including 
Sport, Photoplay, True Detective, 
Saga, Radio and Movie Mirror, 
True Romances, etc., has resigned 
and is expected shortly to announce 
new affiliation. Fred Sammis, next 
to Heyn in Macfadden editorial 
Setup, moves into top spot but 
understood at no increase in salary. 

Albert Perkins, editor of Sport 
and True Detective, also out, as 
are Hope Stewart, editor of True 
Love and Romances, and Hilda 
Wright, editor of True Romances, 
with assistants taking over at no 
Pay increases, Status of Alan 


Hynd, mystery writer, who moved 
in first of year as consulting editor 
at reported” $25,000 and *bohuses 


radio-TV) |& 


gressiongl Record last week when 
| Rep. Harold Velde (R., Ill.) lauded 
the book’s exposes. 








Kefauver Telecasts 


Continued from page 1 











graphic reports—fails to communi- | 


cate. 

But TV brought thousands of 
'televiewers right into the Foley 
Square courthouse, with closeup 
'lenses offering better vantage 
|points than even frontrow seats 
‘could yield. Tele was so good, in 
fact, that the overflow of journal- 


set which DuMont provided. And 
‘even Frank Costello, who testified 





day’s sessions by covering the 
| probe on a receiver in a 3d Ave. 


| bistro, Manny Wolf’s chophouse. | 


Opening day’s witnesses were 


|Frank Erickson and Joe Adonis, 
(both “constitutional rights” plead- , 
ers, aS was Costello), George Mor-| 


_ton Levy thead of a Long Island 
‘trotting racecourse) and a Brook- 
lyn politician. 

Revelations of gambling, rack- 
-eteering and other underworld ac- 


tivities were made by a dramatis | 
|personae that might have been’ 
_type-cast. It was more than a vivid | 
'canvas—it was a fast-paced mo-. 


| tion picture of a sordid side of 


| which was underlined by the press 


| photogs occasionally popping up, 
'for a flash shot. And there were 
frequent sparks of humor, in the | 
interchanges between the probers| 


and witnesses. 
Sen. Estes W. Kefauver kept the 


sensationalism. While witnesses’ 
memories were jogged by occas- 
sional comments that they were 


fying. For instance, when Costello 
(among others) objected to appear- 
ing before the tele cameras, his 
wishes were respected and the 
image-orthicons trained elsewhere 
in the crowded chamber. However, 


that privacy between lawyer and 
witness would 
turned down. It was stressed that 


sponsibility to guarantee free, se- 
cret confabs between counsel and 
client. 

As the examination of. Costello 
went on, Rudolph Halley, chief 
committee counsel, showed firm- 
ness in his queries. Cameras, while 
carefully avoiding Costello’s face, 
picked up his hands and the water 
pitcher beside him, and his crack- 
ing voice betrayed his emotion. 
Halley, incidentally, turned in an 
excellent job, being both calm and 
persistent. es 

Harry T. Brundidge, vet crime re 
‘porter of the St. Lowis ‘ Stat- 
‘Times, did a fieat'commentary job 





ists watched the proceedings from | 
a special viewing room on a 19-inch | 


yesterday (Tues.), “sat in’? on Mon- | 


the American scene. It had the im- 
' pact of immediacy and importance, ' 


committee’s work on a dignified | 
level, avoiding star-chamber tac-. 
tics that might have smacked of | 


acting “shy,” the committee did | 
nothing to embarrass those testi-' 


his attorney’s request to eliminate | 


the AM and audio (on the grounds | 
be curbed) was! 


the committee recognized its re-— 


| its screen for almost an hour, re- | 


‘arranging its regular film setup. 
| Customers remained in their seats 
| during the entire proceedings and, 
| according to a theatre spokesman, 
got a number of laughs via the 
witnesses’ varied attempts to avoid 


‘answering questions put to them. | 


'Two Century houses carried five 


‘throughout the day, depending on 
| their film schedules. 

| Managers of the three houses de- 
| clared it was difficult to determine 
| whether the theatre TV pickups 
'meant any boost in their grosses. 
They underlined, though, the pub- 
lic ‘service aspects of the screening 
and the flexible use of big-screen 
video to bring audiences special 
news events of high public interest. 
In addition, they said, the favor- 
able word-of-mouth to be derived 
from the screenings should pay 


launch regular theatre TV _ pro- 
grams on a commercial basis. 
Theatres, which will carry seg- 
ments of the show as long as the 
, hearings are in session, took off- 
'the-air pickups from the N. Y. 
‘Daily News’ WPIX, the _ station 
| which is handling the video pool. 


manager Bennett G. Larson. 











Talent Exemptions 


Continued from page 2 








tures were issued last Wednesday 
(7) after a series of meetings be- 
tween W. Willard Wirtz, executive 
‘director of the Wage Stabilization 
Board, and spokesmen for the Mo- 
‘tion Picture Assn. of America, 


' Assn. of Motion Picture Producers, 
Screen Actors Guild, Screen Direc- 
tors Guild and Screen Writers 
' Guild. 

The informal order’ granting 
their request came in the form of 


a letter from Wiréz, which has full | 


, authority pending a meeting of the 
WSB. Since the labor members of 
the board have walked out and re- 
fuse to go back to work, it may be 
some time before such a meeting 
is held. Wirtz gave the following 
authority to exempt talent from 


language can be equally applicable 
to talent in other entertainment 
fields, providing this talent goes 
after the nod. 

| Under General Regulation 5, 
,“periodic increases in amounts 
| specified by such contracts may be 


paid in accordance with such con- , 


tracts, since they appear to consti- 
tute merit and/or length of service 
|inereases within the meaning of 
| Section 1 of the regulation. 

| “Individual contracts of employ- 


' ment entered into or to be entered 
‘into after January 25, 1951, may be 


| deemed to be for ‘promotion or | 


‘transfer. purposes or for ‘new or 
“changed jobs’ within the meahing 


2 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


camera-work point of view. How- |: 


more information. Handling was | 


were in the nature of an interrup- | 
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_day he was to play host to less 
kingdom at Hollywood’s Carthay 


went up in smoke. 


By Frank Scully 





Noah’s, Ark., March 10. 


“Bedtime for Bonzo” turned out to be bad time for Bonzo. The 


intelligent members of the animal 
Circle, where the SPCA was to 


present its first “Patsy” awards, the chimpanzee’s death was an- 
} ‘nounced. Not only this, but all his stand-ins. 
sessions from start to finish. Giv-' 
_ing more info would aid the in-and- | 
| out or casual viewer. The WJZ-TV- | 
inserted | 


Four of them, it seems, 


A heater ignited the quonset hut where Bonzo 
and his doubles were caged between pictures, and though firemen got 
them out alive, they all died of smoke suffocation. 

Bonzo had just returned from a triumphant tour of personal ap- 


pearances and had left behind him a string of boxoffice grosses which 


$5,000,000 went up in smoke with 


even sadder around 44 East 74th 


highly pleased his masters at U-I. 
direct loss of $50,000, it is easy to believe that a potential loss of 


Though his death represented a 


the chimps. 


As sad as things were around Universal City, I suspect they were 


St. and 395 Riverside Drive, New 


York. For there lived Teddy Berkman and Baef Blau, the writers who 


or 10-minute clips of the show’ 


off handsomely when theatres | 


Arrangements were set with WPIX . 





had turned Bonzo from a run-of-the-mill chimp into a charming char- 


acter actor. 
No Credit Where Credit Is Due 


I realize when you scan the credit sheet of “Bedtime for Bonzo” 
you will find nothing of Berkman and Blau. You will find it starring 
Ronald Reagan and Diana Lynn. You will find, moreover, that the 
screenplay is by Val Burton and Lou Breslow. You will find it was 
directed by Frederick de Cordova and produced by Michel Kraike. 
But the original authors were Berkman and Blau. 

Blau is married to Berkman’s sister and both of them are brilliant 
young men who worked into show business a few years ago by drop- 
ping their scholarly credentials into the hospitable Hudson. 

I have known both these boys since they were knee high to a 
Ph.D. Teddy was a Phi Beta Kappa scholar at Cornell and then got 
himself all wound up on the N. Y. Mirror during the Tex McCrary 
dynasty. I think he also worked for Walter Wanger for awhile in 
Hollywood, but his best training was with William K. Howard in Eng- 
land. They were great friends. Bill had Teddy assisting on two 
Alexander Korda pictures in 1937. 


| Fanny Claus of Encino 


While in Hollywood Teddy’s aunt, Fanny Holtzmann, got a house out 
at Encino and furnished it for a quartet of recent college grads. I 
believe Budd Schulberg was among them, but maybe not. Anyway, 
another Dartmouth grad was in the group; that was Ring Lardner, Jr. 
All worked like mad to make a home under the whip hand of Fanny 
Claus, and one or two of them emerged as top screenwriters as well 
as homebuilders. 

I believe Teddy Berkman would certainly have come up faster in 
, this field had he not become involved in World War II on the propa- 

ganda level. He was made chief of the Goveynment’s Foreign Broad- 
cast Intelligence Service, stationed in Cairo. After the war he bee 
came Middle East correspondent for the American Broadcasting Co., 
doing live commentaries over the network from Egypt, Greece and 
Palestine. 


No Scream In Sour Cream 


In fact, he was in Jerusalem when tne King David Hotel was blown 
up by the Irgun Zvei Leumi. That Teddy was not blown up with it 
,can be traced to a craving for sour cream. He and Dick Mowrer of 
The N. Y. Post were at the King David bar and were planning to 
;lunch there. But Teddy suddenly developed a yogurt complex. He 
| remembered there was a bistro two blocks away that had sour cream, 
;and he headed for there. Mowrer stayed behind and got caught in 
| the explosion, Fortunately for him the worst of his injuries was a 
| broken leg, ; 
| Then Teddy got into the United Nations Appeal for Children. That 
_ was in 1948. Headed by Aake Ording, one of Alice Scully’s Army of 
‘Norwegian cousins, the appeal for children raised $35,000,000 in 43 
, countries. In fact, the organizers suffered their only flop in the U. S. 

In other countries they raised their funds through workers who gave 

_one day’s pay for the rehabilitation of Europe’s children. But that 
‘one didn’t go over at all well in the U.S. 
It was after this that Teddy turned to bedtime stories as a source 
,Of solace. He also tried his hand at lullabies. Being a skilled pianist, 
,; as amateurs go, he wrote “Leave Us Root For The Dodgers, Rodgers,” 
a Brooklyn version, I suspect, of ‘“‘The Marseilles.” 

Then he wrote the music of, “Bedtime For Bonzo,” with Baef Blau 
helping out on the words. The lullaby is built around a familiar 
practice among the diaper set of taking a favorite toy to bed. The 
crooning mama thus makes a hushabye pitch to the child by way of an 
oblique approach to the toy. Chappell has just published this song 
and it only remains now for a Crosby or a Vallee to sing it to a non- 
inflammable replica of Bonzo, who may be loved by children more 
| than ever now that he is dead. 
| Where the Blau Begins 


Baef Blau, whose real name is Raphael Blau, was one of Professor 
Thorndyke’s prodigies at Columbia U. Thorndyke was the big intelli- 
gence-test brain. Baef was on the psychology staff at Morningside 
Heights for several years, and might have still been there if he hadn’t 
been yanked off to do a wartime stint for the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration. As practically all emergency services in Government grab 
radio as a man drowning grabs a straw, Baef found he, too, was backing 
into broadcasting as a means of making the citizens accept temporary 
shackles till freedom could be revived after peace was restored. 

He liked radio so well that after the war he stayed with it instead 
of going back to Columbia. I believe he has an A.B., an M.A. and a 
'PhD. out of Columbia, but what he concentrated on instead was thrillers 

like “Suspense,” “Molle Mystery Theatre” and similar chiller-dillers. 
He wrote for The New Yorker as well. Then he tried his first original, 
sent it to Hollywood and hit the jackpot. That was ‘Mother Is a Fresh- 


man.” ; 
Why Not Play Up People? 

Teamed after this notable success with his brother-in-law, Baef and 
Teddy knocked out another original, “‘Bedtime For Bonzo.” But here 
they must have slipped up somewhere because in the credit sheets their 
identity has been completely obliterated. I suppose if these things are 
not in a contract no producer should be singled out for not going out 


wage ceilings, and much of the, 


of-his way and acting like a gentleman. 
them would stop playing up monkeys and playing down writers. 


Nevertheless, I wish all of 





of Sections 4 and 5 of the Regula- 
tion. In fixing such compensation 
each employer shall follow the 
same practice in determining the 
compensation as he followed in the 
calendar year 1950 (including es- 
tablished practices providing for 
‘optional or fixed increases. during 
‘the term of such contracts) and 
such compensation must be in bal- 
/ance with the compensation paid 
by each employer to comparable 
‘talent within each of the enumer- 
_ated talent classifications . ; 
“It does not appear to be feasible 
to’ apply the 10% fotmula of” this 
‘regulation to the above’ enumeratéd 


classifications in the motion pic- 
ture industry. This situation ap- 
‘pears to be of the kind contem- 
plated by Section 5 of the regula- 
iion to be handled by specific appli- 
cation and upon a case-to-case 
basis, at least until the issuance of 
further regulations on the subject 
'more readily designed to meet the 
‘problems of ‘talent’ employees. 
“The foregoing interpretation 
and ruling are limited to the talent 
classification enumerated above 
and may be followed only until the 
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Broadway 


Joan Edwards held over two 
weeks at Versailles. 

Al Schacht heads Camp Eustis, 
Va. show for servicemen 
March 21. 

Suzy Sulzberger, sister-in-law of 
Luba Malina, now at Neighbor- 





hood Playhouse. 


The Paul Gallicos to Europe on | 
a liesurely junket in May, writing | 
and sightseeing. 

Julius Gaines, co-owner of 
Miami’s Casablanca hotel, in town 
to set talent for his hostelry. 

Borrah Minevitch back to Paris 
after a fast three weeks here; due 





back in U. S. next month. 

Sonia Cortis, nitery thrush, re- 
turned from a European tour Sun- | 
day (11) on the Queen Mary. 

Janine and Harry Novak—he’s 
European head of Universal Films 
—in on the Liberte for a month's | 
stay. ; 

Laurence Evans, Music Corp. of | 
America’s London chief, in N. Y. | 
for huddles with MCA prez Lew , 
Wasserman. 

Lee Wiley, vet songstress, added | 
to Jicky Club’s after-10 entertain- | 
ment. She’s being backed by in- | 
strumental duo. 

Top show managements holding | 
onto their house seats for the | 
Newspaper Publishers Assn. con- 
vention late in April. | 
_ The Monroe Greenthals (ad 
agency) celebrating St. Pat’s with 
a Wearing-of-the-Greenthal party | 
at their Park Ave. manse. : 

The 2,000th anniversary of Paris 
being celebrated by Francophiles 
in the U. S. with counterpart fetes 
and banquets all during the month 
of April. 

Anne Revere planed back to the 
Coast over the weekend. She'll re- 
turn east next month to appear be- 
fore House Un-American Activities 
Committee. 

Margaret Sheridan, who makes 
her screen bow in RKO’s “The 
Thing,” arrives in town this week- 
end from the Coast on her first 


New York visit. 

Phyllis (Mrs. Jackie) Heller, 
model-wife of the Pittsburgh | 
comedian-nitery prop, in the cur- 
rent Music Hall show as part of 
the fashion parade. ; 

Victoria de los Anegeles, Spanish 
soprano, flew in. from London 
Saturday (10) to make her debut 


| 





at the Metropolitan Opera next 
Saturday (17) in “Faust.” : 
‘ Tom Ewell, costar with David 
Wayne in U’s “Up Front,” in town 
for a string of radio and TV ap- 
pearances. He emceed NBC-TV’s 
“Show of Shows” Saturday (10) 
night. 

Mary (Mrs. Jock) Lawrence 
joined her husband in Paris where 
the reactivated Col. Lawrence is 
on Gen. Eisenhower’s public rela- 
tions staff, as he was in World 
War II. 

Charles Venturas to Europe to 
visit their daughter in Luxem- 
bourg; she is secretary to Paul 
‘Mestre, husband of Mrs. Pearle 
Mestre, U. S. AmbasSador to the 
Duchy. 

Andrews Sisters planed back to 
the Coast last week; they open two- 
week stand at Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
March 22, then back to Gotham for 
a week (April 5-12) to record for 


ecca. 

Clifford C. Fischer, much better 
following a series of setbacks and 
ops, in Paris on Edith Piaf busi- 
ness; TV film production (for the 
U. S. market), etc. Due back in 
three weeks. » 

Elena Verdugo, featured in Stan- 
ley Kramer’s ““Cyrano de Berge- 
ras.” current at Bijou, planes into 
Gotham today (14) for, radio-TV 
guest shots: to plug, among other 
things, pic’s move to Golden Thea- 
tre April 4. 

Carlos, ex-Ruban Bleu head- 
waiter latterly at LaRue’s, Miami 
Beach, now maitre d’ at Monte 
Proser’s new Cafe Theatre. Joe 
Harris, ex-Stork and Copacabana 
captain, headwaitering at Proser’s 
forthcoming La Vie en Rose, new 
East Side bistro. 

Irving Rubine, partner of United 
Artists producer Robert Stillman, 
back to Coast over weekend after 
setting campaigns and dates on 
“Sound of Fury” and “Queen for 
a Day.” Latter to get hoopla 

- screening for critics and exhibs at 
Museum of Modern Art auditorium 
tonight (Wed.). 


Washington 





By Florence S. Lowe 

Leonard Spiegelglass, Metro 
writer, in town recently on a spe- 
cial mission. 

Oscar Levant booked in Con- 
stitution Hall for an all-Gershwin 
concert April 1. 

Nathan Golden, National Pro- 
duction Authority film chief, at- 


week in a two day stand at the 
National Guard Armory. 

Florence Hinz, ex of Loew’s, and 
more recently flack for Winchester 
(Va.) Appt Blossom Festival, has 
joined publicity staff of local War- 
ner office, replacing William Ew- 
ing, who retired. 

French Embassy tossed a party 
for native son, Charles Boyer, and 
his fellow “readers” (Charles 
Laughton, Agnes Moorehead and 
Cedric Hardwicke), after their 
“Don Juan in Hell” one-nighter. 


Paris 


By Maximede Beix 
(33 Blud-Montparnasse ) ; 
John Wayne to Ireland for pic, 





; “Quiet Man.” 


Jimmy Davis to Switzerland on 
a tour of niteries. ; 

Forrest Tucker homing 
“Wings Across Pacific.” | . 

Yves Montand also doing a one- 
man show at the Etoile. 

Leonide Moguy for one day in 
Paris on his way to Rome. 

Vicky Autier, back from London, 
goes into the Boeuf Sur Le Toit. 

Marguerite Monnot doing five 
songs for the Edith Piaf Legiter 
“La P’tite Lili.” ; 

Julia Lunt at opening of Viola 
Ilma’s new luncheon club in 
Champs Elysees section. 

Mark Marvin off to Athens to 
arrange bookings for the Interna- 
tional Theatre Institute. 

Martine Carol back from Holly- 
wood for preem of her first big 
starrer “Caroline Cherie.” 

Ginette Leclerc starring in a 
new version of old legiter, “Trial 
Of Mary Dugan,” at Theatre Sarah 
Bernhardt. 

Valerie (Mrs. Donald) Nelson to 
visit with her mother in London 
before coming back to Paris in 
threé weeks. 

Fay Emerson and her musician- 
husband, Skitch Henderson, en- 
route to New York after vacation- 
ing here and in Switzerland. 

Ray Ventura started rolling his 
first ballet short on the choreo- 
graphing of Serge Lifar and the 
terping of Ludmilla Tcherina. 
Henri Langlois of Cinematecque 


| Francaise dickering with Walter 


Footer for the unexpergated ver- 
sion of Von Stroheim’s “Queen 
Kelly.” 

Emil Brauer, formerly Near 
East supervisor for Columbia Pic- 
tures, leaving for Australia in two 
weeks where he’s replacing Nick 
Pery as company chief there. 
Pery moves here as head of Euro- 
pean operations under Lacy 
Kastner. 





Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

“Our Very Own” looks a hit at 
the Coliseum. 

Romea theatre in Murcia celebrat- 
ing its 50th anni. 

Cuban nitery star Aurora Lin- 
cheta at the Bolero. 

Rio nightclub show has Blanquita 
Amaro and Michelle Verneuil. 

Madame Suzannt Sarabelle and 
her “Soiree de Ballets” at Calderon 
theatre. 


The musical comedy, “The 
Babilonios” doing fine at the 
Victoria. 


Rigat nitery’s new show has Lola 
Ramos, Font and Nita, dance team, 
and Luis Rovira orch. 

Argentine acrtess Pepita Serra- 
dor with new play “Filomena 
Maturano” at the Borras theatre. 

‘Carmen Carbonell and Antonio 
Vico in the Ruiz Iriarte play 
“When She Is the Other One” at 
the Comedia. 

Valeriano Leon and Aurora 
Redondo are presenting Adolfo 
Torrado’s new play “El celoso 
Magarinos,” at Eslava_ theatre, 
Valencia. 

Joaquin Gasa’s show “I Won't 
Go To Bed Tonight” again at the 
Comico theatre with new cast in- 
cluding Elenita Maya, Mary Sant- 
pere and reg 6 

Conductor Gabriel Dussurget of 
the Aix en Provence Music Festi- 
val in town spotting singers for his 
performances. Maria de los An- 
geles Morales is one of those 


chosen, 
Madras 


Walt Disney’s “Cinderella” 
hailed at a sneak preview here. 
Picture has been sock at theatres 
in Calcutta and Bombay. 

Film patrons themselves are 
now responsible for observing “No 
Smoking” regulation in theatres 
under a new law. Previously the 
management was held accountable. 

Film branch of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment acquired distribution 
rights to the Bengali picture, 

Chinnamul.” It deals with the 
plight of refugees from Pakistan’s 
East Bengal. 








tending the Photographic — 
ment Manufacturers’ pow-pow in 
Atlantic City. 

The Passion Players of Amer- 
‘fea, starring. Jean Gabriell, high- 
ligh e Lenten seasén next 


Lack or rain this year is threat- 
ening a power shortage. Authori- 
ties are recommending a 15% cut 
,in electricity in rural areas, .and 
fim theatres would be required to 
have only two shows daily, 








‘ |wedding anni in San 


London 


Cyril Stapleton band moved into 
the Savoy. 

Dany Dauberson opening at Em- 
press Club this week for a short 
season. 

Viggo Jahn, Danish magico, is 
current cabaret attraction at the 
Berkeley. ; 

T. S. Eliot recuperating from a 
minor operation in a London nurs- 
ing home. 

Moira Shearer out of the Sad- 
lers Wells Ballet for six weeks for 
appendectomy. 

Arthur S. Abeles, Jr., Warner 
Bros. local chief, off on a Conti- 
nental vacation. 

George Formby starring in the 
Byron Films’ production of the 


army force, “Reluctant Heroes,” 
| starting in April. 
for | 


Francis Lederer and Anne Craw- 
ford to co-star here shortly in 
“Collector’s Item.” She is return- 
ing from N. Y. to take up the role. 

“Thunder Rock” was revived by 
Molly May, Ltd., at Embassy thea- 
tre March 6, with Michael Good- 
liffe, James Dale, Beatrix Lehmann 
heading cast. ; 

“The Dish Ran Away” which 
folded at the Vaudeville Saturday 
(10), will be succeeded by George 
Barraud’s new play, “Fortune 
Came Smiling,” starring Greta 
Gynt and Hugh Williams. 

Kenneth Hargreaves, director- 
secretary of 20th-Fox in Britain, 
sailed on the Elizabeth March 13 
for confabs with Spyros Skouras 
and Murray Silverstone. Intends 
to be in U. S. about four weeks. 

Henry Sherek has acquired a 
new comedy, “Who Goes There?” 
by John Dighton, author of the 
successful farce “The Happiest 
Days of Your, Life.” 
McEwan and Nigel Patrick play 
the leading roles. 

Anthony Kimmins, who wrote 
the record-breaking “While Pa- 
rents Sleep,” has a new comedy 
in rehearsal titled “Winter Sport,” 
with Swiss background. Cast is 
headed by Valerie White, Joyce 
Barbour, Guy Middleton, Emrys 
Jones, and Robin Bailey. 

Edith Evans’ next . appearance 
will be in a new play by N. C. 
Hunter titled “Waters of the 
Moon” in company with Sybil 
Thorndike, Wendy Hiller, Kathleen 
Harrison, Cyril Raymond, Harold 
Scott. Show, to be directed by 
Frith Banbury, opens pre-London 
at Brighton March 26. 





Nassau, Bahamas 


By Ralph Lycett 
Rosita Forbes’ lectured’ on 
“Whose Is the Next 100 Years?” 
here March 5. 
Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom back 


Geraldine | 


| 


| 


Wednesday, March 14, 195] 


where their son, Jay is stationed 
with Air Force. 

Jacob Krachmalnick, just named 
concertmaster of Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, is a cousin of Krass Malno, 
elven viola player with Pitts- 

urgh Symphony. 





Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


few days. 


Open Gate Club. - ; 
“The Heiress” opened at nine 
second-runs day-and-date. 


of Producer Gilbert Miller, 
Rome. 
cinema, the Arcobaleno, a fe 
weaks ago. 

David O. Selznick 


distribution. 

Italian director, Luigi Zampa, 
returned from Switzerland, where 
he directed a film. 


Film Festival in April. 
Kathleen Stanford, Anabell Gold, 
A. Henderson and Ted Barnett, 


ballet at the Jickey Club. 
“The Rival of the Empress,” 


and Valentina Cortese, had a gala 
opening at the Adriano. 





. Riviera 
By Edward Quinn 
Marietta & 
Hotel Ruhl, Nice. 
British 
vacationing on Riviera. 
Charles Trenet at Palais de la 
Mediterranee, 
Frances Day. 





Rita Hayworth due back at her 
Chateau de 1l’Horizon near Cannes, 
says she will visit America in the | 
near future. 

Playing Nice, Cannes and Monte | 
Carlo this month are Jean Marais | 
and Valentine Tessier in Colette’s | 
stage and screen success, ‘‘Cheri.” 

Fernandel concludes film mak- 
ing at Victorine studios, Nice. In 


nandel is also producer of “Ad- 
hemar.” 

Film and_ stage 
Simon at Casino theatre, Monte| 
Carlo; he also played Nice and) 


“Fric Frac.” 

Elfie Mayerhofer, 
Carl Friedrich, tenor, with the 
Ballet de l’Opera of Vienna, ‘ap- 
peared at the Casino, Cannes, dur- | 
ing an Austrian musical week. 





Henri’ Rossetti and Hubert 


to Miami after several weeks in| Rostaing chosen orchestras for the 


San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Edith Gresham and Bert Ber-| national 


tram back to New York after five 
weeks at Bahama Playhouse, 

Author-playwright J. P. Mar- 
quand here to finish new book at 
Treasure Island which he _ has 
leased for season. 

Lillian Gish in “Miss Mabel” 
last week March 5-10 broke box- 
office mark for this season at 
Bahama Playhouse. 


Richard Greene in from New A 


York to star in “Voice of Turtle” 
at Bahama Playhouse next week, 
final bill of season. 

Rudy Vallee doing return date 
at British Colonial -Garden Grill 
this week. Mrs. Vallee accom- 
panied crooner here from Miami 
Beach. 

National Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s John Royal off to Havana; 
also NBC execs Sylvester Weaver 
and Edward Munson, and CBS 
news director Edmund Chester. 

Lillian Gish remaining on here 
after week’s engagement in “Miss 
Mabel” to give talk under auspices 
of Bahamas Art Society, under 
patronage of Governor and Mrs. 
Robert Neville. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Weela Galez back into Monte 
Carlo for two weeks. 


James Merlino named art direc- 
tor for the Wiltman-Shoop agency. 


Mrs. Ralph Lewando, wife of 
Press music critic, sufferéd a 
stroke. 


Pat Campbell, house manager at 
Playhouse last season, tapped for 
Army duty. 

_Dave Tysons celebrated their 
silver wedding anniversary with a 
trip to New York. 

Harry Fox, former owner of old 
Mercur’s Music Bar, had cataract 
removed from eye. 

Faye Emerson coming here 
March 31 to address Advance Gifts 
Dinner of United Jewish Fund. 

William Blair, one-time Hanna 
theatre manager in Cleveland, 
house-managing Nixon for its next 
two shows. 

Sam Finebergs cree 30th, 

ntonio, 


‘after the best run ever in Gothen- 





“Bal de l’Or” at the classy Inter- | 
Sporting Club, Monte) 
Carlo. “Peanuts” Holland has top 
spot in Rostaing orchestra. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 

Marjorie Lawrence here for con- 
cert tout. 

Ealing setting plans for next 
Aussie-made film “Robbery Under 

rms.” 

National Ballet doing okay with 
“Swan Lake” at Tivoli, Sydney. 

Universal will bring ‘‘Harvey” 
into State, Sydney, for Lenten run. 

Metro will play “King Solomon’s 
Mines” in three Sydney houses this 
Easter. 

Batch of U. S. outdoor talent 
will plane in this month for Royal 
Easter Jubilee Fair. 

Hallmark will world preem 
“Secrets of Beauty” in Sydney. Ern 
Westmore will do flacking. 

Run Run Shaw, who operates a 
major loop in the Far East, with 
headquarters in Singapore, is open- 
ing offices in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. 

Aussie indie exhibs association, 
headed by Bill Harrop, is fighting 
introduction of the give-away 
racket in pic houses. Association 
will publish the name of any exhib 
breaking faith with the no-give- 
away policy okayed by. members. 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 
Sandrew-Bauman Film completed 
most of scenes in Belgian Congo 
for a new picture. 
Karl Gerhard now at the China 





burg’s vaudeville history. 

“Lady’s Not For Burning,” 
Christopher Fry comedy, now at 
the Royal theatre. Alf Sjoberg is 
directing, 

George Funkquist, who had a 
role in the British-made “Valley of 
Eagles,” produced here, offered 
contract by British producers. 

“Blajackor” again launched at 
Oscar’s theatre. The operetta, one 
of the most successful in Sweden, 
originally was given at same thea- 
tre about six years ago. It also was 
filmed by Wivefilm in 1945, - 





Edith and Joyce Peters at the a 


Dorothy Miller Caton, daughter | 
in 


City of Trieste opened a new) 


| 


Italian Tourism offers special | 
rates for a trip to Cannes for the | 





featured in the Claude Marchant | town, 
|March 21. 


Italian version of “Shadow of the Menninger 
Eagle,” starring Richard Greene | week ‘ig 


| 


{ 
| 
| 
| 


Desty opened at fo 


Nice; also there, | 


star Michel | © 


| 
soprano, and dl 


Hollywood 


Collier Young to Key West, Fla, 


Gig Young nursing a sprained 
wrist. 


Dennis Morgan in from Albu- 
querque. 


Adolph Zukor in town for ans 
nual vacation. 


Ruth Roman leaving for Hono- 





Mark Marvin in from Paris for , lulu on vacation. 


Lou Lipstone on the mend after 
kidney operation. 


| Gordon Hollingshead reported 
| ill on Balboa Island. 


Leigh De Lacy improving after 
a siege of pneumonia. 

George Schaefer in from N. Y, 
for confabs with Stanley Kramer, 

Mitchell Leisen will handle art 


W | direction for the 23rd Oscar Derby. 


| 
has bought | 
“Epilog,” Venice prize-winner, for | 


Joe Hazen in from N. Y. for a 
week of huddles with Hal Wallis. 

Dorothy Hart to Cleveland to 
preem “Raton Pass” for the home 
folks. 

Hank Fine resigned as Coast 
publicity director for Eagle Lion 
Classics. 

Spade Cooley replaced Tex Rit- 
ter, who has the flu, in “Casa 
Manana.” 

Jack Benny goes to his home 
Waukegan, for a benefit 


Dan Dailey motored back to the 
Sanatorium after a 


Billy Green celebrating his 71st 
birthday and his 5lst anniversary 
in show business. 

Chuck Reisner recovering from 
a heart attack at the Motion Pic- 
ture Country Home. 

Pier Angeli checked into Metro 
r her first look-around at an 


starlet Sandra Dorne | American film studio. 


Henry Hathaway in from Europe 


'where he shot background footage 


for “The Desert Fox.” 
Marie Elena Marques to Mexico 


'City to receive a gold medal voted 
| by Mexican film critics. 


Norman Siegel appointed to 
membership in the Public Rela- 
tions Society of America. 

Eleanor Parker and Bill Bendix 
fighting flu while “Detective 
Story” shoots around them. 

Douglas Jenkins ankled Eddie 


|Bracken’s TV company to rejoin 
the absence of Sacha Guitry, Fer- | he Army as a first lieutenant. 


George Jessel will function as 


|mickmaster of the Mickey Awards 


be held March 21 at Barney’s. 
Col. Joseph Goetz in from 
Washington for confabs with the 
Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 


Cannes with touring production of tee 


Robert Merrill in town to hud- 
e with William Perlberg and 
nee Seaton about his screen 
ow. 

Van Heflin, Robert Walker and 


'Dean Jagger aired to Washington, 


D. C.. to start work in “My Son, 
John.” 

Republic Studio Club holds its 
annual Spring dance March 24 
with Art Gordon orch providing 
the music. 

William Pine and William Thom- 
as received a scroll from the Los 
Angeles Urban League for their 
work in “bettering racial under- 
standing.” 

Louis B. Mayer will preside 
over a dinner to be tossed by the 
Association of Motion Picture 
Producers as a testimonial to Y. 
Frank Freeman. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 


Biz way off for late shows around 
town. Dinner shows fair. 


Romo Vincent into Sans Souct 
(14); Dorothy Carroll booking off. 


Art Mooney moved his shortened 
show at Club Boheme into lounge, 
closing main room. 


Georgie Tapps teed off series of 
one-a-week concerts at Shelborne 
hotel on Thursday (8). 


Ritz Bros. set to follow Danny 
Thomas-John Carroll show at 
Copa City on 6-day date. 

“Show Boat’ season’s biggest 
grosser for Schwab-Terrel’s Music 
Circus, held over for extra week. 

Beachcomber folding the 19th. 
May reopen later in spring if mu- 
sicians union co-ops on contract. 

Mario Lanza concert at Beach 
Auditorium on 16th looks to be 
—, based on advance ticket 


sale. 

Little Palm club shuttered, but 
Tyrell & Winslow and Marion 
Harris. Jr., shift into Casablanca’s 
Club Morocco on Thursday (15). 

Sudden drop in biz decided pro- 
ducers. of “Borschecanades of ’51” 
to close this week. Show was one 


‘of big grossers hereabouts for 


10 weeks. 

Latest arrivals joining Lord 
Tarleton show biz colony include 
the Bob (Paramount exec) Weit- 
mans, Mark Goodson, the Henry 
Jaffees (Jean Muir)... 

Three - hundred room Nautilus 
hotel latest addition to Beach 
skyline. Located in mid-beach, the 
— dain feature a oy 

tup, adding more competish for 
the hotel-nitery circuit, “ 
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- Job Blues 


Continued f 


jority of Toyal film workers from 
the relatively small number who | 
are suspect by the investigators. | 

Industry has an advantage this , 
time over 1947 in being able to, 
figuratively separate sheep and | 
goats, since the probe is taking a | 
different turn. In 1947 the entire | 
industry was being tarred as Com- | 
munist. Committee now has its 
guns trained only on a relatively 
small and specific group. 

While the industry itself will ac- 
tually have no official spokesman | 
at the hearings or even an official 
policy, O'Hara indicated that its 
tack will be to impress the “‘mod- 
erates” on the committee and 
among “Americanism” groups 
throughout the country. 


No effort; he said, would be 
made to appease the rabid 100%ers, 
who could never be won in any 
case. In this regard he made the 
significant remark that the fanati- 
cal anti-Reds in Hollywood were 
more of a menace to the industry 
than the Communists. He attrib- 
uted part of their fanaticism to 





- _ 


Point Up Good Points 


Industry will issue a pamph- 
let pointing up the good and 
loval side of Hollywood in an 
effort to-mitigate part of the 
effect of the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee's 
probe, slated for next week. 
Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica is preparing the pamphlet. 

Idea for the booklet came 
out of the session on the hear- 
ings that Joyce O’Hara, MPAA 
topper, held with major com, 
pany pub-ad chiefs in New 
York last week. Metro v.p. 
Howard Dietz was _ credited 
with the idea for the booklet, 
which will be sent to editors, 
congressmen and other opin- 
ion-makers. 








their lack of success in their pro- 


fession and jealousy of other play- 
ers and workers who had reached 
greater eminence. 


Implication of the remark was 
not lost on the pub-ad execs -in 
light of O’Hara’s own undoubted 
strong right-wing background. He 
was for many years with the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce before join- 
ing the MPAA, 


“We must recognize that this is 
a period of strong anti-Commu- 
nism in this country and live with 
it,” O'Hara is quoted as saying at 
the confidential session. While the 
industry won't fight the probe, he 
said, it will attempt to show that 
it has fewer Reds than steel, coal 
or other big industries. 


O'Hara is reported to have as- 


“7 aganda into films, most members 


for Reds 


rom page 1 


will not compare with those of 
1947 when sessions were inter- 
rupted by uproars and the entire 
film industry was accused of | 
Communist coddling. 

The hearings scheduled to open 


MARRIAGES 


Mary McGraw to Walter Jacobs, 
Columbus, March 4. He’s WLW-C 
production manager. 

Dawn Busby to Douglas John- 
son, Hollywood, March 4. Bride 
iS _a screen actress. 

Marjorie Schuhardt to Capt. 
Louis Anton Liewald, Jr., San An- 
tonio, March 11. Bride is women’s 
news editor for WOAI there. 

Mary Lou Brennan to Marshall 
Rife, Chicago, March 3. He’s Chi 
NBC engineers’ supervisor. 





March 21 will be calmer, more 


| deliberate, and with much less | 


mud-throwing, according to mem- | 


| bers of Congress. There will be | 


30 subpoenaed witnesses and sev- 
eral “mystery” witnesses as well 
as a number of “friendly” wit- 
nesses who will appear without | 
subpoena. 

As a forerunner for the hear- 
ings, the Committee warmed up 
last Thursday (8) with V. J. 


Jerome, chairman of the Com- 
munist Party’s National Cultural 
| Commission. Jerome, described as 
the man who set up the original 
Communist cells in Hollywood 
back in 1936-37, spent most of his 
several hours.on the stand refus- 
ing to answer questions on grounds 
of “possible self-incrimination.” 
He insisted on his rights under the 
5th Amendment. 


Motion picture industry as such 
is not going on trial this time. 
Although Rep. Harold Velde, rank- 
ing Republican member of the 
committee, believes the prime 
weight should be given to the 
question of whether the Commun- 
ists succeeded in infiltrating prop- 


of the committee don’t believe that 
pictures have been tainted. Several 
members feel the big job should 
be to find out about reported large 
contributions from Hollywood to 
the Communist Party coffers in 
New York. What is more, the com- 
mittee seems to believe that the 
men who run the film interests are 
anti-Red and that the trouble re- 
volves about certain individuals, 
‘rather than an entire industry. 


Most of last week’s questioning 
‘of Jerome was about the film in- 
dustry and its people. The House 
; Committee has a list of 300 
purported contributors to the! 
Communist Party and to various | 
Communist front causes. Jerome 
| was asked about the names in a 
| secret session. He said flatly that 
a few were not Communists. 
|Among these were said to be 
‘Edward G. Robinson. In most 
/cases, however, he refused to 
‘answer. If the list of 300 is made 
| public at the forthcoming hearings, 
it will probably prove the hottest 
feature of the sessions. | 

| Jn the public hearing, Jerome 
_was asked whether he knew any 
of the following—Sam Moore, 
screenwriter; Waldo Salt, Gordon 
‘Kahn, J. Edward Bromberg, Dr. 








| Father_is an assistant film director. 


| p.a. for “Ice Capades” for several 


Leigh Stubbs to Robert Lee, 
Toronto, March 9. _ Bride is pro- 
gram director of CHUM, Toronto; 
he’s station manager there. 

Helene Brocato to Arthur Davis, 
New ork, March 3. He’s a pub- 
licist and foreign film distributor. 

Shirley Robinson to William 
Danzeisen, Corinth, Mass., March 5. 
Groom is sideman with Elliot Law- 
rence orch. 





BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Morey, 
daughter, March 4, Hollywood. 


Mr. and Mrs. Leo Piotrowski, 
daughter, Chicago, March 6. Fa- 
ther is Chi NBC-TV engineer. 

_Mr. and Mrs. Alex Levin, son, 
Pittsburgh, March 6. Mother is| 
former Shirley Brown, actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Veeck, son, 
Tucson, Ariz., March 5. Mother, 
former Mary Frances Acker, was 


| moved its advertising department 


LOUIS S. LIFTON 
‘Louis S. Lifton, 51, advertising 


gram Pictures and its subsidiary, 
Allied Artists, died March 10 in 
Cedars of Labanon Hospital, Hol- 
lywood. He had undergone an 
operation for a brain tumor. 

Born it. New York, Lifton was 
graduated from the Columbia 
School of Journalism in 1920. He 


and publicity director of Mono-. 


OBITUARIES 





| B&K general manager, David Wal- 
| lerstein, ge Great States pol- 
icy until his death. ‘ 
Wife and son survive. 


ELEANOR GATES 
Eleanor Gates, 75, playwright 
and novelist, died March 7 in Los 
Angeles as a result of a traffic ac- 
cident. 
Among her plays were “The 








worked as a reporter on The Brook- ' 
lyn Eagle and on The Brooklyn | 
Times before going to Paris as cor- | 
respondent for The Chicago Trib- | 
une. 
He returned to New York to! 
join the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ad- 
vertising and publicity department. | 
He subsequently held similar post 
with Educational Pictures, World 
Wide Pictures, British Internation- 
al Films and Liberty Pictures. 
He was also talent chief for Re- | 
public Pictures. In 1936, he joined | 
Monogram as advertising director, 
and in 1940, when the company 


west, he went to Hollywood. 
He leaves his wife, his parents, 
a brother, and three sisters. 


WILBERT C. SMITH 








years; father’s ex-boss of Cleveland 
Indians. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Barton, son, 
Hollywood, March 8. Mother is 
Anne Henderson of the stage. | 
Father is an actor. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Roh, daugh- | 
ter, Hollywood, March 11. Mother 
is actress Mary Astor’s daughter. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert O’Connor, | 
son, New York, March 10. Father | 
is WOR-TV, N. Y., sports director. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Bernstein, 
son, New York, March 10. Father | 
is the film critic for Time maga- | 
zine. | 

Mr. and .Mrs. Ephraim M. | 
Abramson, daughter, New York, | 
March 1. Father is engineer at 
WPIX, N. Y., and son of Nat 
Abramson, WOR entertainment : 
bureau manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Weiss, 
daughter, New York, March 10. '! 
Mother is daughter of Herman | 
Starr, Warner Bros. veepee and! 
Music Publishers Holding Corp. | 
prexy. 








Equity Leads 


Continued from page 2 














guilds feel that because of the! 
field’s sporadic nature, an actor can 
earn enough in less than 20 weeks | 
to qualify him for the weekly $26 
checks when he’s out of work. If 
the bill passes, the unions claim, 
many of their members may have | 
to get out of the field. | 

Another aspect of the bill dis- | 
qualifies a worker if he refuses any | 
proffer of a job in any capacity in| 
which he once had experience. La- 
bor groups argue that if an actor 
once was a janitor, he’d be re-| 








'and musician who played under the 
| stage name of Lee Allen, died in 
|Cleveland March 7 from heart at- 
|tack after a short illness. Smith 


|name of Allen, but disbanded it to} 


,the major lots. 


‘ance was on television, with Stu- | 
; structing ballet teachers. 


Wilbert C. Smith, 44, bandmaster 


took his first professional job as a 
cle-inetist and saxophonist in 
Freddy Martin’s band in the early 
1930s. Later he played with Freddy 
and Tony Carlone’s orchestra when 
Perry Como was its vocalist in 
Cleveland. From 1939 to 1945, 
Smith directed own crew under the 


become member of Frankie Stra- | 
sek’s TV band on WEWS. | 

Surviving him. are wife and, 
parents. 





CHARLES COLEMAN 

Charles Coleman, 65, actor, died | 
March 8 at the Motion Picture | 
Country Home after a stroke. He | 
had been ill since a previous at-| 
tack three months ago. 

Born in Sydney, Australia, he 
played for several years on the 
stage, touring as leading man for | 





_| Pauline Fredericks and others, be- | 
fore moving to Hollywood 25 years | 


ago. On the screen he played | 
character roles, chiefly butlers, on 
His last appear- 


art Erwin in “Thank You, Jarvis.” 
His wife, Beatrice, a writer, sur- | 
vives. 
WILLIAM BRANDELL | 
William Brandell, 59, actor-pro- 
ducer and for many years execu- 
tive director of the Friars, died at ! 
his home in Sunnyside, L. L., 
March 8. 
He began his career as an actor 
in the original Broadway produc- 
tion of “The Chocolate Soldier.” 
He played in other musical com- 
edies, and then became a producer | 





Poor Little Rich Girl,” “‘We Are 
Seven,” “Apron Strings,” ‘“Dar- 
ling of the World,” “Out of the 
West,” “Pa Hardy,” “Fire” and 
“Fish Bait.” 

At one time she was the wife of 
Richard Walton Tully, whom she 
aided in the writing of the play, 
“The Bird of Paradise.” 


JOHN LADD CONNOR 

John Ladd Connor, 40, legit and 
radio actor, died in New York, 
March 7. ' 

Born in Hamburg, Iowa, he 
played with ZaSu Pitts in ‘“Ram- 
shackle Inn,” in the Chicago and 
New York companies of “Born 
Yesterday” and in the touring com- 
panies of “My Sister Eileen” and 
“Allegro.” 

Surviving are his wife, Marcella 
Gaudel, an actress; and his mother. 


CHESTER W. RICE 

Chester W. Rice, 63, retired re- 
search engineer for the General 
Electric Company, a pioneer in 
microwave radio transmission and 
co-developer of the Rice-Kellogg 
radio loudspeaker, died March 8 in 
Boston. 

Survived by wife, three sons, @ 
brother and a sister. 


GLADYS E. BROESTEL 
Mrs. Gladys Emily Mueller, 59, 











j|known in musical comedy as Gladys 


Emily Broestel, died at her’ home 
in Cuyahoga Falls, O., near Cleve- 
land, March 2. At age of 18 she 
began her stage career in Ziegfeld 
and Shubert revues, in which she 
trouped until her marriage in 1924 
to Dr. Louis E. Mueller of U. S. 
Navy medical corps. A 
Survived by husband. 





LOLA MENZELI 

Lola Menzeli, 53, ballet dancer, 
died in Chicago, March 11. 

Born in Vienna, most of her ap- 
pearances were on the continent. 
She authored a treatise on ballet 
dancing, “From Teacher to Stu- 
dent,” and spent several years in- 


Survived by husband, Senia Solo- 
monoff, former ballet master of the 
N. Y. Met Opera, and daughter, 
Marya Saunders, also a dancer. 


JOHANN C. SCHMID 
Johann C. Schmid, 80, song- 
writer, died March 7 at his home 





‘in Philadelphia. 


Among his better known songs 
were “Beautiful Garden of Roses” 
and “If I Could Only Make You 
Care.” His wife and two daughters 


| survive. 





Serted that it was now felt that Inez Decker, James Thorme, Eva 
Paul V. McNutt, who was hired as | Rig Rudy Lambert, John L. 
MPAA special counsel for the 1947 | Leach, Donald Ogden Stewart, 
hearings, had erred in defying the | Marian Spitzer, Allen Campbell, 


‘ _| of vaudeville units for the Keith- | 
-_ gon oe oo | Albee, Pantages and other circuits. CARL N. JOHNSON 


Brandell had produced legitimate | ,, Catl N. Johnson, 54, owner of 
checks. | shows alee. including “Broadway the Grand theatre, Red Oak, Ia., 


committee. Error was based how» 
ever, O'Hara said, on results of a 
previous investigation in 1941. At 
that time Wendell Willkie repped 


the industry and waged a success- 
ful battle, 


Actually, it's realized, of course, 
that no battle against the commit- 
tee can be really successful be- 
Cause denials never quite catch up 
to the red smeared with a broad 


brush over all of Hollywood in| 
Best that | 


such public hearings. 
can be done is to mitigate the ef- 
fect somewhat. 

Filmites who defied the commit- 
tee in 1947 wound up on an in- 
dustry blacklist and 10 of them 
finally went to jail for contempt of 
Congress. O'Hara, of course, didn’t 
use the “blacklist” term, but indi- 
cated that the industry could not 
afford to endanger itself by being 
anything less than peremptory 
With witnesses who prove uncoop- 
erative, 

Indications so far are that there 
Will be little standing on rights in 
refusing to reveal political affilia- 
lions, which is what got “the 10” im 
trouble last time. Several of those 
called for next week, primarily 
Jose Ferrer and John Garfield, im- 
mediately made flat denials of any 


association or sympathy for Com- 
munism, 





Congress’ New Pic Probe 


Seen Calmer Than °47’s 


Washington, March 13. 
P For sensational and sweeping 
larges against the industry, the | 
Hollywood’ red heart s ‘of 191 


Berne Bernard. Frank Tuttle, Dud- 
ley Nichols, John Garfield, Robert 
‘Lee, Robert Rossen, Pauline Finn, 
/Paul Franklin, Charles J. Katz, L. 
'A. attorney; Herbert Klein, Ben 
| Margolis, Earl Robbins, Revels 
Cayton, Carl Winter, and Viola 
| Brothers Shore. 
| The witness declined to tell 
whether he knew any of them on) 
grounds of “self incrimination.” 
He sidestepped also when asked 
whether it wasn’t true that “Com- 
‘munist Party funds from the 
‘Hollywood area became so large 
‘that it was decided they should be 
‘paid directly to the national or- 
‘ganization instead of the state 


Unions are also protesting pro- | 


visions that would reduce the job- | 


! 
| 


less insurance tax for firms with 
stable employment records, which 
they feel discriminates against in- 
dustries—such as the entertain- 
ment field—with seasonal 
ployees. 

Some of the thespers in the | 
Equity delegation left Gotham on_ 
Monday (12) afternoon, while those | 
in shows took a sleeper train to! 
Albany after final curtain that eve- 
ning. State Sen. MacNeill Mitchell, 
representing the district which in- 
cludes the Times Square area, ar- 





for the group. 











organization.” He stood on his 
_ constitutional 
‘asked, “Is it not true that the 


Politburo ordered the writers in the | 


Hollywood Writers Mobilization to 
-make plans for a writers congress 
in 1943?” 

“Did you,” he was asked, “direct 1 
'the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League to 
conduct a campaign among screen 
writers, carpenters, electricians, 
etc. on behalf of the Communist 
Party?” Jerome refused to answer 
on grounds of self-incrimination. 


Once he was asked about radio. 


He was asked whether as “cul- 
tural commissar” he had ordered 
Communist cells established in 
radio and television. He did not 
answer. He was then asked, 
“Wasn’t Norman Corwin directed 
to infiltrate and form Communist 
Party cells in radio?” 





rights also when | 








Cannes Fest 


Continued from page 2 


Sweden: “Miss Julie’; “Some- 
where in the Great North.” 
| Switzerland: “Four in a Jeep.” 
Yugoslavia: “Soutyeska”; “Oton 
Joupanthith.” 
Japan: “Rice and its Life.” 
Germany: “Reves 
“L’attrait du Danger.” 


Brevities” and “Oh, Doctor.” 
Surviving are his wife and two 
daughters. 





DOROTHY DODSCN 
Dorothy Dodson, 40, who with 


em- her husband had appeared with the | 


Dod Dodson animal act, was found 
dead from gas-poisoning March 11 
in her home in Forest Hills, L. I. 
The police said four jets on the 
kitchen range were turned on and 
that a suicide note was found. Mrs. 
Dodson’s husband, Lamott, who 
had been asleep on the third floor 
of the house, had a mild case of 


| ¢ r ’ 
i ith legis] |gas-poisoning. The couple’s act, 
ranged meetings wi egislators | which included a dog and a mon. | 


key, had appeared recently on the 
Kate Smith television program. 





Winifred Van Duzer, veteran 
newspaperwoman and author, died 
March 6 in Philadelphia. Before 
_joining the Philadelphia Inquirer 
staff 13 years ago, she had been 
' with King Features Syndicate. 

' Mrs. Van Duzer was the author 
of several novels: “Golden Roads,” 
“Good Bad Girls” and “Our Danc- 


| . WINIFRED VAN DUZER 





Mortels”; | ing Daughters,” the last of which ( 
' was made into the film of the same Earl Carroll. theatre, died March 


Up to this writing, Russia has name, starring Joan Crawford. 


made no decision as to its pix | 
choices, and France, Iran, Vene- | 


zuela and Argentine have not yet 
disclosed the names of the films to 
represent them at the 1951 festival. 
During the period of the festival a 
congress will be held by both the 





HENRY STICKELMAIER 

| Henry Stickelmaier, 52, veepee 
‘and division manager of Publix- 
'Great States circuit, a Balaban & 
| Katz subsidiary, died in Chicago, 
March 8. : 

An emplovee of indie Peoria, Il., 


‘died of cerebral hemorrhage March 
7 in Omaha. He had suffered a 
| heart attack the day -before in the 
Monogram exchange. 

Wife and two sons survive. 


LEE STERLING 
Lee Sterling. 47, former film ac- 
| tor, died March 4 in Santa Monica 
‘after a heart attack. 
Once under contract at Metro, 
‘Sterling quit the films in 1945 to 
enter commercial biz. 


JAY MILLS 

Jay Mills, 53, former vaudeville 
performer and composer, died 
March 6 in West Palm Beach, Fila. 
_ Survived by wife, mother and 
three sons. 
| Robert O. Sanders, 63, property 
/man since the early days of silent 
pictures, died March 5 in his Cul- 
‘ver City, Cal., home. For years he 
‘was associated with Hal Roach 
‘and later with Eagle Lion and 
‘David O. Selznick. His wife 
survives. 


' 














| « 
' Maud O’Laughlin, 56. former 
wardrobe mistress at the Metro- 
politan Opera and laier at the 


/3 in Hollywood. 





| . 
| George Nelson, 59, associate in 
‘the Al Wager Theatrical Agency 
for 30 years, died March 5 in Los 
Angeles. 


| Harold Louis, father of Rhonda 
Fleming, screen actress, died 





International Federation of Pro- theatres, Stickelmaier rose with March 6 in San Francisco. 


ducers and International Federa-| Great States after the circuit took | 


tion of Cinematograph Critics. Per- 





“I have ng knowledge of that,” 
jhe’retorted, oy 


sonal appearances of many stars is 
promised. ‘ 


(ow Ye 


{over downstate Illinois houses in 
| the, early. 20’s, In 1947 he was 
"named veepee, and with current 





Father, 78. of Harold A. Smtih, 
Chi NBC ad-promotion managef, 
died March 4 in. Chicago, ata 


a 





one 
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Jack SwaINDLN 


Musical Director to the film industry in the East 


JUST COMPLETED : 


Arthur Loew’s Production rer 


° eral 
“TERESA” the 


An MGM Release ’ pelt 


IN PREPARATION eee 5 





Louis De Rochemont's her 
“WHISTLE AT ETON FALLS” had 
A Columbia Release per 
Boi 
: MUSICAL DIRECTION 2B 
March of Time Lo | 
Fox Movietone | 
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